68 ISOLATION OF RABAUL

RF STIBIL

’%Re@

4th RAIDER
MOVEMENTS
21-27 JUNE

29-30 JUNE

5000

1943
3000 4000

2000
YARDS
SCALE APPROXIMATE

(Less Companies N and Q)
x REARGUARD ACTION
1000

28 JUNE -1 JULY

[¢]

BIVOUAC

SEIZURE OF VIRU HARBOR

30 JUNE=-1 JULY

MAP 3




ELKTO

miles. Besides, the distance in miles was
not a realistic indication of the problems
the Marines faced in the thick jungle.

Currin knew the job would be much too
touch for a single companyv. The enemy
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situation had chaneed since Admiral Fort’s
situation had changed since Admiral Fort’s
plans were made, and there was now a

larger Japanese force in the Virn area
with patrols active at Nono. Currin felt
that if his men landed in their rubber
boatq at Nono they would be “sitting
i f .Japanese° Within an
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thelr rubber boat and emrte paddling
the eight miles to Regi, Currin and his
staff leading the way in two large Melane-
sian war canoes. As one Marine described
the trip:

It was a weird moonless night with black

rubber boats on black water slipping silently
fhrnno‘h the many islands of pungn Bay.
The trip was uneventful except for one scare.
It came just before reaching Regi, while
Iying offshore waiting for word from native
scouts who had gone ahead to make certain
no Japanese were in the village. Due to the
sudden appearance of a half moon which
began to cast a sickly reflection, a small is-
land appeared to be an enemy destroyer.?

and, by 0100, all hands were ashore, and the
rubber boats were being towed back to
Segi by natives in the war canoes. At
dawn, the battalion followed the scouts
into the jungle with Company O in the
advance guard followed by the headquar-
ters group, and with Company P furnish-
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& Currin Itr.
° Batterton, “You Fight by the Book,” p. 16.
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parties rather than forces large enough
to offer determined opposition, Currin in-
structed his Marines to meet Japanese
harassment with forces no 1arge

would have to ﬁght a;mmst t1me 1f thev
were to reach Vlru Harbor on schedule
and silence the Japanese coastal guns be-
fore Admiral Fort’s landing forces entered
the harbor

swamp two miles wide. as
able way to skirt this obstacle. the col-
umn struck out through it. The first
enemy contact was a five-man patrol that
came in off a side trail and apparently sur-
prised itself as well as the Marines by

hhatialian Th., 921 Dl.+ . ]
vattalion. 1he 3a ’latoon of Company &
killed four of these men in 2 brief skirmish
Killed Tour of thesemen m riel skirmish

before resuming the march with the rest
of the column. At 1115 another enemy
group hit the rear guard, and five Marines
at the end of the column were cut off from
the main body as Company P drove these

back to Seg
on the beach.
In all, the force made about six miles the
first day. The terrain grew more difficult
as the Marines moved deeper inland, and
the advance became more of an up-and-

down clm han a march. The raiders
bivonacked in a tight perimeter, ate their
K rations, and huddled under their

ponchos throughout the rainy night. Re-
alizing that the slow going would keep
him from making his assault on schedule,
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Currin sent two native runners back to
Segi with a message for Admiral Fort that
the raiders would be a day late in reach-
ing Viru, Kennedy had trouble contact-
ing the Russell 1slands, and when this
message gou tnrougn, the

On the second day, Currin’s force cov-
ered seven miles of the difficult terrain,
and was forced to make three crossings of
the meandering Choi River, now swollen
and swift from the heavy tropical rains.
At about 1400, ]ust as the rear guard

on the right flan a2
tain Anthony Walker, commanding Com-
pany P, sent First Lieutenant Devillo W.
Brown with a reinforced platoon of 60
men to deal with this enemy force. The
Marines located the enemy dug in on the

t1
on the rigcht flank of the advance. Ca
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truu 1he raiaers wasted no time. yvith
one squad in position for covering fire,
the other two squads went up the ridge

by infiltration, firing as they climbed.
Eighteen enemy dead were found, but five
raiders had been killed and another
wounded in the attack.

Burying their dead and carrying the
wounded man, Brown’s men pushed on to
catch Currin’s column. The battalion
crossed the Choi River again, skirted a
large swamp, and then halted for the night
just after crossing the Choi for the third
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that he message he la sent via runner
and Kennedy durmg the previous night
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would keep the transports from sailing
into range of the enemy’s 3-inch coastal
gun before the raiders could get to Viru
and silence that weapon.

As Currin’s force moved out on the

1

mormng of 6U June with a full day’s
nnnnnnnnn Latornan 1+ "
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and the J. apanese gun which Currin’s
force was to have silenced. Leith, how-
ever, had received roundabout word that
L,urrln was going to be a day late in his
Remaining close by in

case the Marines were in trouble, the APDs
at 0730 came within range of the enemy’s
3-inch gun, and the shells began splashing

all around the ships.

Leith withdrew to the harbor mouth,
where he steamed back and forth until
1000. Then, with Admiral Fort’s ap-
proval he withdrew from Viru area and
the next day put the landing force ashore
at Nono. ' under the com-
» Raymond E. Kinch
Company B 103d Infantrv would g
overland to Viru, as Currin was domg.
From Viru, Major Hara reported to Gen-
eral Sasaki at Munda Point that he had
repulsed an attempted American land-
ing.t®

Early on 30 June, the raider battalion
reached the trail fork from which one
route extended south toward Tombe. Cur-
rin had planned to send one platoon
against Tombe. The enemy opposition of
the previous days, however, and the
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©  Tara was, it seems, vague as to his orders.
Sasaki, with American troops landing at Ren-
dova, had previously ordered Hara to return to

ADoalar Ttam No 702 Now (Geor-
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gia DefOpO “A” No. 11, dtd 30Jun43.
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that enemy patrols working the jungle be-
tween Viru and Segi Point could reinforce
this village more quickly than they could
Tetemara, prompted Currin to increase
the size of the force attacking the east side

" o hanlins Maon wwlabomme fomn Mo
L 11 lldI UL, 1 Wt MALOOIIS 1TOM W OIil-
nanv P (Tideutenante Rrown and Rober
pany r 1aeutienants DBrown and hLobert

mand were assigned this mission. The at-
tack at Tombe would be made independ-
ently of the assault at Tetemara.

Currin moved on toward Tetemara with
a smaller force than he had originally in-
For the men with Currin, this

mountainous ferrain—r ugged jungle
ridges along the course of the Tita River
which they crossed later in the day.
Going was slow for the men weighted
down with arms, equipment, and ammu-

nition, and there was but an hour of day-

ight remasining when theyv ecame ot ofthe
lj_éllb L(‘lllallllllg WIlCLL L1IE vallle uuv ul uiie
hnqh on the bank of the Manco River.
bush on the bank L the Mango X

Mango was a formldable obstacle. But
the Marines clasped hands and moved out,
the human chain snaking the force across
the river.

Beyond the Mango, the Marines were
caught by darkness and a inangrove
swamp. Water, knee-to-waist-deep, hid-
ing twisted, s 9kehkp roots under the sur-

mlnutes, the column was stalled as men
fought to keep contact with each other.
However, “tree-light” — phosphorescent
wood from dead logs and trees—was pro-
vided by the native guides and re-estab-
wet, With eaech man

e o PP S
llal cavll Iliall bdll‘ylllg
a Diece of this :]1m1v olowine wood, and
a plece of this diml glowing wood, and

on the piece carried by the man
ahead the column closed up and moved

691-360 0—63———6

71
out. Four hours later, the Marines were
out of the swamp and facing the last half-
mile of steep slope to the rear of Tetemara
Village. W eary raiders qtruggled up the
shick and muddy trail, failin

the ton of the ridoe afior erawline on their
the top of the ridge after crawling on their
hands and knees the last 100 vards of
hands and knees the last 100 vards of

nearly vertical slope

On the east side of Viru, Walker’s force
bivouacked a short distance from Tombe,
and at 0900 on the morning of 1 July
launched its attack. The surprise assault
killed 13 Japanese, scattered the remain-
| .

der mall garrison, an nd carried the
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VVhen thev ruqhed out in
the open, the_y were bombed and strafed by
six planes from VMSB-1382 and VDB-11.
The strike had been requested by the air
liaison party at Segi and approved by Gen-
eral Mulcahy in his headquarters at

Rendova. It was the first sirike logged in
PR T .MA_M,A.._ £ (M A N e
Lile new recourus ulL \ WLV fgPa WA AT VY
YoanrToia 11
Georgia.

Currin’s force, moving along the high

ground overlooking Tetemara, heard the
explosions and ﬁmng during the air strike,
but the jungle screened the planes from
view.”? Fifteen minutes later, Currin at-
tacked the village. With First Lieutenant
Raymond L. Luckel’s Company O in the
lead, the raiders moved down the slope,
then fanned out in an attempt

v s cmdd thn cng T oaralral’s maehing grina
NATpOTr ana tie sea. 1 4CKeL’s Malnine guns
wrara atfanhad fa hia accanlt nlatnanone and
YWOLU AULALVILICU VU 111D Ao ule leUUVllo, CLXZLAA
with the help of this additional firepower

with the help of this additional firep
the ady » continued slowly. A few out-
N ComAirSols  StrikeComad WarD, 2Apr-
New Georgia SAR, 29Jun-

25Jul43d; ComAir
130043
13Aug43.

L Currin lir.
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guard positions were overrun before the
IVIarmes were forced to halt under steady
fire from the enemy’s main line of defense.

Advance was slow and sporadic, with
long periods of silence broken abruptly

by a series of short c.harp fire ﬁghts ]ast—

he Marines had cained about 100 vards
. Arines nad gained apout 1VU yardas
Deciding that a buildup for an envelop-

ment around his left fla
ing, Luckel committed his 3d P]atoon to
that flank, and the advance continued. By
1305, the Marines had reached a low crest
of ground from which the terrain sloped
away toward Tetemara.
The knnlml_np enemv. T
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redicament, began withdrawing
the northeast with much frantic elhng
Anticipating a banzai charge in an at-
tempt to break through the Marine’s leic
flank, Currin dispatched his slim battalion

reserve of the 3d Platoon and two sections

aq
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HHacning guns 1rom vompany r to tne
aid of Clomnany O Tha reinforecemente
Wi v UUJJ‘IJ(I.IIJ LS. A1 101V UOLLIVLILIWD
arrived just in time, TIn a matter of min-
utes, the hopeless rush of the enemy was

broken, and the Marines began to move
forward against spotty resistance. The 3-
inch gun was captured Tetemara occupied,
and the few rernalan' .Japanese flushed

the four 80mm guns and el rrht dual -pur-
pose guns of the Viru garrison, as well as
16 machine guns, food, clothing, ammuni-

tion, and small-boat supplies. Eight Ma-
rines were killed in the attack.

Even while the fighting was in progress,
thoan TAOOT cailadl jwdn dbin lioodina, wotdl
LILICY 140 1y dAlitd e e 1narpor willil
oasoline. gil. a iti n
gasoline, o, a P
posed naval bas

It v
it v
etemqm was secured, and

offshore until
then came in to drop their ramps an
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load. Three days later, on 4 July, Com-
pany B of the 103d Infantry struggled
into Tombe after an enervating march
overland from Nono. On 10 July, after a
new garrison force came in to hold and de-
velop the Viru area, the raiders returned

o dklhaie ALY anrinas gt £330 T0T 000718 Q.3
LU Lt IUIL Ul Cdal IP L\ ldudlcullul- [elwlVA
nre n f "/?iru ha oncat tha hattalinn 12 I2311ad
ure 1 d cost the battalion 13 killed
and 15 wounded out, of an original force

of 375 officers and men.

Major Hara’s Viru garrison force lost
a total of 61 killed and an estimated 100
wounded in the defense of Tombe and Tet-
emara. Another estimated 170 escaped
into the jungle. Hara’s force, under orders
from the Southe.

1I'0Ml U8 Boulileast 178t

July, just in time to take part in the final
defense of that area.

SECURING VANGUNU

Another 0 the main New

Georgia landing in the Munda area was

side show

% Because of the length of the Viru Harbor
operation, the 4th Raider Battalion missed be-

ine availahle for the Rice Anchorace landine of
108 aValid0:C 07 Ui RICC LINCHOTAge 1analilg O

Liversedge’s 1st Marine Raider Regiment. The
4th Raiders’ place at Rice Anchorage was taken

by the 3d Battalion of the 145th Infantry. Cur-
rin’s battalion, after a short rest at Guadaleanal,

joined the Liversedge force on 18 July.
¥ SF Area NavOps—II, p. 34; CIC SoPacFor

Toaxr fdanrola P A AT

lbb'u.l L\U IUL, l\bW Ub‘(}lgla umuuw UW £ NO, ‘.t‘k,
dtd 19Jul43.

® Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from : New Georgia Campaign ;

MY 21 Tdw A+ PP T AD atd o MUY 91 92 Ny AY.
L4 oL IiT, Atd 229 Ulido, OP. Cir.; 1 ol.0 UPU A

1043, op. cit.; TG 31.3 LoadingOs 14, op. cil.;
4th RdrBn SAR, op. cif.; Capt James E. Brown

Itr to CMC, dtd 6Mar51; Col Lester E. Brown,
USA, Itr to Maj John N, Bpnfv dtd 19Mar52;

RAdm George H. Fort 1tr to Maj John N. Rentz,
dtd 30Jan52; Maj Earle O. Snell, Jr., ltr to CMC,

(IECl l‘jl‘ eool Ul\l DOWHIUL 4\ urrubwur .A. , I&ULILA,
Marines in the Central Solomons.



ELKTON UNDERWAY

the taking of Vangunu Island for the pur-
pose of establishing a base along the sup-
ply route between the lower Solomons and
the main target area. Pre-landing recon-
naissance revealed that the island would
not be suitable for airfield construction as
planned earlier. It could be taken with a
relatively small force, however, because
it was not heavily defended. Thus, it
would be an economical prize for the Allies
with the promise of a useful way station at
Wickham Anchorage, a sheltered harbor
tucked behind coral reefs between Van-
gunu and neighboring Gatukai Island to
the east. (See Map 4.)

An amphibious scouting party sent to
Vangunu in mid-June radiced Admiral
Turner’s headquarters on the 20th, con-
firming reports that the Japanese had not
reinforced the island and that beaches at
Oloana Bay on the south side of the island
could accommodate the Ianding of a rein-
forced battalion. Admiral Fort was then
directed to ocenpy the island with a small
force on 30 June. His D-Day landing
would not be a complete surprise. Japa-
nese sentries spotted the amphibious pa-
trol and reported *‘enemy surface forces”
in the Wickham area; all units were cau-
tioned to be on the alert.®

As his landing force, Fort selected Lieu-
tenant Colonel Lester E. Brown’s 2d Bat-
talion, 103d Infantry Regiment; Battery
B (90mm), 70th Coast Artillery (Antiair-
craft) Battalion; and half of the 20th
NCB. To augment Brown’s soldiers, Ad-
miral Fort also assigned that portion of
the 4th Marine Raider Battalion which
had not gone to Segi Point and Virn Har-
bor under Lieutenant Colonel Currin. The
raider battalion’s executive officer, Major

¥ CIC SoPacFor Item No. 641, 8th CSNLF
RadLog, 4-22June43.
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James R. Clark, commanded these units
which included Company N (Captain
Earle O. Snell, Jr.), Company Q (Captain
William L. Flake), a demolitions platoon,
and a headquarters detachment. For add-
ed firepower, Battery B (105mm howit-
zers) of the 152d Field Artillery Battal-
ton, and a special weapons group from
Battery E (40mm and .50 caliber antiair-
craft guns) of the 70th Coast Artillery
Battalion were added to the Wickham An-
chorage force.

The plan called for the Marines to land
before dawn at Oloana Bay from APDs
Schley and McKean, contact the scouting
party still on Vangunu, and establish a
beachhead. A [irstechelon of Army troops
would land over this beach 30 minutes
later from seven LCIs, followed by a sec-
ond and final echelon of Army troops land-
ing from seven LSTs at 1000. From Olo-
ana Bay, Browu’s force would move in-
land to widen the beachhead line while
Company E, 103d Infantry, reinforced
with the battalion’s 81mm mortars, skirted
along the beach eastward toward Vura
Bay, reported as the main enemy base.
Native scouts operating from the base of
coastwatcher Kennedy near Sergi Point
had reported that there were approxi-
mately 100 Japanese at this point.

After a rendezvous at Purvis Bay off
Florida Island, Fort’s transports sailed
north beyond the Russell Islands and
reached the debarkation area off Oloana
Bay at 0230 on 30 June. The scouts had
placed markers on the beach and were
showing a signal light, but the ships ar-
rived in the midst of such a heavy down-
pour that these aids could not be spotted.
High winds put a bothersome chop on the
sea, and the APDs and landing craft
pitched and tossed as the Marines groped
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their way over the side to prepare for the

“blind” landing. The best radar in the
task force was an old model in Admiral

tlon to the beach

Admiral Fort called off the landing un-
til the weather cleared, or until dawn when
the beach could be seen, but the APDs
either did not receive or misunderstood
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hostile heach. At 0345, while in the midst

of debarkatlon the APD commanders de-
cided that their ships had not been cor-
rectly positioned, so they moved 1,000
vards to the east and continued the op-
eration. The move added to the confu-
sion, sinee it Iorceu the 1anmng craft to

craft just as the
the beach Regammg COIlt(LCt Ved im-
possible and the coxswains had to do the
best they could on their own. Not having
been given anything but u general course
to the beach, they landed in widely sepa-

rated spots along seven miles of the Van-
IR B ot Qi L ni Laaod o oL
gulll Coast. OI1X DO4Ls, DUb I ien, were
Taat it the nannding qirf 17
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* Admiral Fort commented on this passage;
“The chief lesson here is o obey orders! The
APDs acknowledged for this order, and I was
amazed to learn later that thev had landed the

amazed to learn later that they had landed the
Marines or that the Marines had agreed to land
under circumstances that would insure . . . fail-
ure. The Army troops in the L{CIs ooeved the
order—landed in perfect order as planned with-
out any difficulty whatever. The Marines strag-
gling ashore hours later would not have been of
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VAdm George H. Fort comments on draft MS,
dtd 30ct60.
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Two boais carrying the 1st and 2d Pla-
toons of Company Q managed to stay to-
ge‘rher but they headed in the wrong di-
rection and finally grounded on a reef ap-

west of Oloana

nraxitatelv ceven mi ]n a
IJLUAllll(llGl‘y OCVOIL 111110, WO3L vVl wrivalla
Bay. The craft which contained Second

Lieutenant James E. Brown’s 1st Platoon
managed to clear the reef, but in doing so
lost its rudder. Marines tied buckets to the
ends of lines and then guided the boat by
trailing these buckets astern and pu]ling
on the nnes like reins. The boat Cfu‘rylng
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swam nearlv two mlles to %hore and set P
a local defense until dawn. Brown re-
mained just off shore with his platoon
boated. The next morning, Holmgrain
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hiked his platoon along the beach toward
hile rsrown steered along
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p081t10n and were able to regroup at
Oloana Bay. There the first waves of
soldiers landed in calmer seas at 0700, fol-
lowed by the remainder of the force within
an hour. 1 he ampnlmous scouts reported
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1mmed1atelv 1ssued new orders,
desmnatmg the mouth of the Kaeruka
River as the objective, and just before
0800, the drenched force moved out. Com-
pany E retained its original mission of
capturing Vura village. There this force
would hold up and prepare to give mortar
support to the other units attacking
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Kaeruka. Companies F and G of the 103d,
along with Marine units and eight native
guides, would swing inland along a coast-
watcher trail, which it was believed had
not been discovered by the Japanese, and
assemble on high ground some seven miles
from the beachhead. This hilly terrain
would give the attackers an attack line of
departure just east of the Kaeruka River
and 700 yards from the village where the
Japanese were camped. Artillerymen and
Seabees would hold the beachhead at
Oloana.

At Vura village, Company E met 16
enemy armed with two light machine guns,
but the mortars quickly knocked out this
opposition. The company then prepared
to support the other attacking force which
had to deal with a more difficult march and
stronger enemy defenses.

The driving rain had turned the coast-
watcher trail to slick mud and the Vura
and Kaeruka Rivers into shoulder-deep
torrents. Swimmers strung ropes across
these streams and the Marines and soldiers
then managed to cross, each man pulling
himself along the ropes. Brown’s force fi-
nally reached its line of departure at 1320.
By this time all scattered Marine units, in-
cluding the two platoons which grounded
on the reef seven miles from the landing
beach, had rejoined their parent compa-
nies, much to the gratification of Colonel
Brown:

This in itself was a considerable feat be-
cause some of the landing boats had gone
ashore far down the coast . . . and the Ma-
rines were all heavily laden with weapons
and ammunition. ™

The attack jumped off without prepara-
tory fires. The rain had put all radios out
of commission, and Colonel Brown could

“ L. E. Brown ltr, op. ¢it.
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not contact either Vura for mortar fire or
Oloana Bay for artillery support. The
Marines, commanded by Major Clark, and
the soldiers moved south from their line
of departure at 1405. On the right, Com-
pany Q (raiders) guided on the meander-
ing Kaeruka River with orders to cross the
river farther south to turn the left flank
of the enemy. Company N (raiders) in
the center drove straight towards the Jap-
anese; and on the left, Company F of the
103d Infantry moved to position for a par-
tial envelopment of the Japanese right.
The 103d’s Company G, in reserve, stood
ready to exploit any weakness in the Jap-
anese defenses and to protect the American
flanks,

Off Company Q’s right, the Kaeruka
River made a 300-yard loop to the east be-
fore turning south again to flow 300 or
400 yards into the sea. This long bend in
the river partially enclosed the Japanese
camp on the coast and made the stream, in
effect, a major obstacle facing the Marine
companies. Fifteen minutes after the Ma-
rines moved from their line of departure,
Company Q began to draw fire from enemy
riflemen hidden in trees and camouflaged
spider traps.'* As the Marines deployed,
they met heavier fire from Japanese posi-
tions across the river. At 1445, Major
Clark told his raider companies to cross
the river, reduce the opposition, and then
attack the main enemy positions.

Marines of Company Q struggled down
the slippery bank of the river, crossed over
and climbed the other side. But the Japa-
nese concentrated so much rifle and ma-
chine gun fire on the crossing site that only

¥ Individual foxholes of kneeling or standing
depth covered by “lids” camouflaged to conceal
the position from observation even at short
range.



one squad of Company N managed to cross
before the attack was called off. Contact
between the soldiers and Marines was now

Lol and whila #ha fyra
DTOKen, ana wnlie tne {wo
nanleg atfemmnted to tie tooether
Panles attemipteg to tle ltogelhe

ntftct

were sent out to re-establish ¢
the Army companies.

On the left, soldiers of Company F tried
to envelop the right of several Japanese
machine guns which they encountered
shortly after starting the attack. Thi

C

Company N
] then sent Comnmv G to fill the
gap. The reserve company moved almost
directly south toward the beach meeting
only scattered opposition. Although both
flanks of the American advance had lost
oontact with the center unit, this unhandy

i
=
=
—
i
=3
&%
[~
—
—
=
=
-
=
=
=
[¢*]
—
=
3]
o
.
T
fat
s
D o+

between (j mpanies N and F and reached
the beach, it placed itself squarely in the
enemy rear, and the Japanese opposing
the Marines and Company F gave way in
disorder.

Resistance in front of (Jomp.my Q faded,

|

and Company N movea up qmcxly tnrough

The M‘mne companies, one on e%ch blde
of the river, then pressed on to the beach
helow the village of Kaeruka. The soldiers
of Company It also reduced the opposition
facing them, reaching the beach shortly

i1l i m 1 h ¥ ¢ M 1_*11 ]
thereafter. Twelve Marines were killed
31y tha antinn and 91 wratin And e Awvenar oo
1 N6 aCuion alila Z1 V'V‘Jllllut?u Fe N BN ({02l
ualties numbered 10 killed and 22 wound-

ed. One hundred and twenty Japanese
dead were counied.

As Colonel Brown displaced his com-
mand post forward from the line of de-
parture, Major Clark established a perim-
eter defense along the beach east of the
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river. Company G, the raider demolition
pldtoon, and Company Q dug in facing
seaward. Company N tied in on Company
xtending inland along the

Laernka River. Soldiers

F closed the perimeter with
a line which faced inland. Patrols were
set out to mop up any bypassed enemy, but
darkness forced these men back to the pe-
rimeter before any contact could be made.
LIl[eIlIll([EIlE enemy mortar fire exploded

J‘manese nmchlne guns harassed the north-
ern portions of the perimeter, but no at-
tempt at penetration was made.

At about 0200, the American force hit
a jackpot, Defenders reported three en-
emy barges approaching the beach. This
was ev1aenmy a supply run, bringing fo
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moved out of the darkness toward the
beach area near the junction of the demo-
litions platoon and Company G, they met
an overwhelming reception. A concerted
burst of rifle and machine gun fire set the
three barges foundering and drifting out
of control. The Japanese called out, evi-
dently believing they were being fired

upon by friends, and for a time did not
return the fire. The barges continued to
drift toward the beach, and Company Q
added rifle grenades to the small-arms fire
that the other units along the beach di-
rected into the landing craft. The Japa-

nese finally returned the fire, and a few
enemy soldiers jumped overboard and
splashed ashore. The demolitions platoon
killed these with hand grenades. One
barge sank offshore and the others
broached to in the surf. The fight was
over in half an hour, and 109 of an esti-
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mated 120 Japanese were dead.®® Two

Marines and one soldier were Ki led.
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D rtmt]arly fortuna Unknown to

Major Clark, the beach was the only pos-
sible landmg poxnt in the entire area; and
an unsuspecting enemy had picked that
night to resupply and reinforce his gar-

rison. TheJ apanese “had walked blindly
into a hornet’s nest. For the Marines, it
NP I S i | MY v twm et ol od 1. 9 o1
Vs HHKe 1111 lg dI1 Insiae Sut (ng.’lll»
The nowt moming (1 Tulo)  nateola
A11T 11CAU 11IUL lllllg \L J ul.y} Pﬂtbl Jiv]
seare ad far tha remnanta nf +ha Jananaes
searched for the remnants of the Japanese
garrison and learned that the main group
of Japanese survivors was digeing in at
r oD =

Cheke Point, a bulge of shoreline about
500 yards east of the Kaeruka River. De-
spite the success of the defense the night
before, Colonel Brown marched his force
back toward Vuru village since he consid-
ered it a more suitable defensive area and
his troops could be more easily supplied.
Moreover, Cheke Point was readily identi-
fiable from the air, and artillery fire from
Oloana Bay coupled with air strikes could
neutralize the position with considerable

mFlvp of 11 Fapanese who survived thig en-

ANese Sur €a¢ A8

counter were later killed in the Kaeruka area.
Six others who escaped made their way along
the coasts of Vangunu and New Georgia to Rice
Anchorage on northern New Georgia, There

Lnermn xEOTEL aere

they later met the same demolitions platoon in
another action, in which five were killed and
one captured. .jth RdrBn Warl).

* Rentz, Marines in the Central Solomons, .
50.  Another possible explanation is that the
Japanese were collecting scattered outposts.
CIC SoPacFor Item 702, New Georgia DefOpO
A No. 11, dtd 30 June states: “The Wiekham

Butai in large landing barges will collect the
lookouts from the West Harbor and North Har-

bor and thoe Rarilke Butai and roaturn fo Mands
SOl a4l e S5aride sulal auda relurn o Mundaa

around the north coast of Vangunu and New
Georgia Islands.”
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saving of lives. A few Japanese harassed
tlle column VVIEH 10ng range IlI'e I"rom ma-
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csome ecagnalties. but tha enemv made no
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From a new perlmetel at Vura, Brown
sent out patrols and organized a coordi-
nated attack on Cheke Point. By this
time, with the help of Seabees, the 105mm
nowrczers oI the 15 Zd Field Artluery Bat-
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the morning of the 3d, 18 SBDs from
ComAir New Georgia staged a strike on
Cheke Point while Brown’s force moved
forward. Kaeruka was reoccupied with-
out a shot and even Cheke Point was taken

anese and deqtrov
nition dumps Whlch had b en overlooked
earlier.

On 4 July, the Marines, detached from
Colonel Brown’s force, went back to Olo-
ana Bay on LCIs. There they rested until

o T_o% 1 i | e A A

8 July when they were sent across to Ga-
4a3l-03 Taland aaat af Vanagnnn fa lanls fan
vunal 1d1dliu €danu Ul VvV dallgZulilu v JUURK 11Ul
some 50 to 100 enemy treops which natives
reported were holding that small island.

The Marines patrolled Gatukai for two
days but did not locate any Japanese, al-
though bivouac areas attested to recent oc-
cupation. After one night back at Oloana
Bay, the Marines returned to Guadalcana]
July to rejoin the remainder of t.

A whinh Alanal hannin had
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1 4ad ]
e operation at Segi
Point ‘md Vlru Harbor Casnalties with-
in Major Clark’s original force of 18 offi-
cers and 350 men totaled 14 dead and 26
wounded.
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BEACHIIEAD AT RENDOV
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n judgment: The New Georgia defenders
were set to repel an invasion; night and

day Allied radio traffic and reports of a
troop and transport buildup in the Guadal-
canal area had convinced them that an at-
tack was imminent. To intercept such a
move, the Japanese assembled their air
attack forces at Buin and deployed to de-
fend the Central Solomons, Then, when
the occupation of Segi occurred without
further immediate buildup, the enemy was

positive that the operation was only a lim-

EPWIS TSNS VUSSR, TRV RURUIRE RN RPN, |
1Led miiiration, ana viatg wne ¢ pruapr ae-
Alivia ~Af wadin $2madliai snand a Andailmaant
CLIIE Ul I'dulu uralle Hicallt 4 CUulualiiicliv
Af furthar nlang Nn DR Tiinn tha atn fAant
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was ordered to return to Rabanl

was oraerea to return to nabaul.

* Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from: CinCPac Ops in the
POA, Jund3, did 6Sepd3; InteiSec, SoPacFor
Objective Rept 25-13, New Georgia Gru, dtd
15Feb43; SoPacFor PhotoInterpretationU Rept
No. 41, dtd 1Dec42, and Rept No. 67, dtd 26Dec42 ;
New Georgia Campaign; 34 MarDiv Observers
Rept Rendova and Munda (Col George W. Mc-
Henry, LtCol John T. L. D. Gabbert, LtCol J. M.
Smith, Jr.), dtd 98ep43; 9th DefBn Rept to

Olam A arMNaflrva Qala A+ DATanA2« O+h TafDRn
LA AT 8 TUSOLS, U «3vllliad; ol veinil

Rept of Ops, dtd 2May44, hereafter 9th DefBn
OpsRept; 9th DefBn Informal CbhtRept New
Georgia Campaign, dtd 9Sep43; 9th DefBn Nar-

rative Hist 1Feb42-14Aprd4, dtd 2May44; 9tk
DefBn

AAd Ops; 9th DefBn OpO 543, dtd
24Jun43; SE Area NavOps—I; SE Area NavOps—
[I; Maj Wilson F. Humphreys itr to CO, 14th
Dprn dtd 2)711]4? LtCol Francis M, McAlister

Itr to CG., IMAC, dtd TAugd43; LtCol Wilbur J.
McNenney Rept on New Georgia Ops to CG,

ALY JL AT T149 ) & P

Lninu ULu 1idJd Lll‘:to JJL\JUI Ilt‘llly 11 I\("l(llllt"[ 'JI' 3
Itr to CMC, dtd 27Feb5l; Capt Michael Taylor
1tr to CMC, dtd 9Feb51; LtCol Wright C. Taylor

1tr to CMC, dtd 4Mar52; ONI, Combat Narratives
Y+ Rantr

Marineg in the Cenlr
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Sherrod, MarAirHist.
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This strategy backfired. A Japanese
submarine spotted Turner’s task force near
Gatukai on the night of the 29th, but, be-
fore the Japanese could determine the sig-
nificance of the submarine’s report, Vila

awAd Moo Y L a1
and Buin were rocked by naval bombard-
mn.hfc‘ ﬂ'\fl TI‘Y’“DY'.I“ ‘Fﬂr‘nn At L) Ral (]Y‘r\r\“;hﬂ
AL1TRRUD [V aV Y A ui i D AL UO oy \JL\IIJPLIAS
anchor in Rendova Bay The attacks at

Vila and Buin were a diversion only,
planned to place striking units in position
to protect the Rendovalanding. The bom-
bardments were conducted in a driving
rain which shielded the retirement of the
cruisers and destroyers. UnIorLunately,

" <

landings.

The Rendova operation cast the Japa-
nese command in the role of a poor second-
guesser:

The next enemy counter-offensive was es-
timated in various ways and a series of
measures was taken to meet the situation.
However, we hardly anticipated that the
enemy would first occupy the small islands
ACTOSS II'OIII muuua ﬂ.t the lee UJ. Ll.le u.lVd.'
sion of Munda and that they would proceed
with their operations under the cover of
heavy guns on these islands. Therefore, the

e mn Dandawa Talarnd anmnlataley haf

landing on Rendova Island completely bai-
fled our forces.?

For the Rendova-bound attackers, the
movement from Guadalcanal was unevent-
ful. The task force streamed north from
Koli Point at 1545 on the 29th. Screened
by destroyers, the six transports and two
APDs sailed in a double column north of

the Russells before turning west and then

:‘D

northwest again io head up Blanche Chan-
R ] Qlmatlos Ten o A L, cowen oo
I1e1 WILOE bly pelLul UdWily UG Sallic woas
than front which chialdaed the bombard-
(O§Lez ) RNV R YWILIULL DILIGIUTWU UL UULLILU QAL

P QF Area NavOps—II, p. 26.
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ment. forces covered the invasion fleet, and
troops aboard the transports had only hazy
glimpses of the rain-drenched volcanic
peak which identified Rendova. (See Map
11, Map Section.)

The invasion site was on the north end
of Rendova, a haunch-shaped island near-
ly 20 miles long and 8 miles wide. Moun-
tainous and densely wooded, Rendova was
a fitting counterpart to the other islands
in the group. Few of the marshy beaches
along its otherwise irregular, steep coast-
line could be used as landing sites, and
most of the shoreline was fouled by coral
patches. The island’s best anchorage was
Rendova Harbor, a cove three-fourths of a
mile wide and one and one-half miles long,
protected by a barrier of three small is-
lands. The cove had two deep-water en-
trances and pre-landing reconnaissance
teams had designated the eastern of the
two as the funnel for the ship-to-shore
landing movement.

While the escorting destroyers took up
their screening positions—the Jenkins,
Gwin, Rodford. Buchanan, and Farenholt
echeloned at 1,000 yard intervals to the
northwest and the #eCalla, Ralph Talbot,
and Woodworth blocking Blanche Chan-
nel to the east—the transports began un-
loading. Troops from the MeCawley, Al-
gorab, Libra, and President Adams were
to land on the east beach of the cove; the
troops from the President Hayes and Pres-
ident Jackson would go ashore on the west
beach.

At 0640, only minutes after arriving at
debarking stations, the transports had
landing craft lowered and headed toward
the beach 3,000 yards away. Through the
slot between the offshore islets, the boated
troops could see Rendova Mountain and
the relatively flat area of the Lever Broth-
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ers plantation at its foot which was the
landing area. There was some momentary
confusion as the flood of boats hit the en-
trance; but quickly forming into columns,
the landing craft plowed on toward shore.
As the boats scraped to a halt, disorgan-
ized enemy machine gun and rifle fire from
the plantation area greeted the disembark-
ing troops.

This was the first indication that plans
had been fouled-up. Companies C and G
of the 172d Infantry, scout troops called
“Barracudas,” were supposed to have
landed from the APDs Dent and Waters
an hour earlier, secured the beachhead, and
then provided a covering force for the first
wave of troops. The enemy resistance,
obviously, was evidence that the beachhead
had not. been taken. The Barracudas, mis-
sing the rain-obscured beacon fires, had
drifted some 10 miles down the Rendova
coast, before landing. Then, realizing that
they had missed the designated beacli, they
reembarked and headed upshore toward
the cove, They arrived in time to land un-
opposed over a beach secured by soldiers
of the 103d, Seabees of the 24th NCB, and
Marines of the 9th Defense Battalion.

The amphibious maneuver was not a
classic. The beachhead had not been ex-
panded beyond 15 yards or so, and in this
confined space, soldiers, Seabees, and Ma-
rines milled about. in the midst of a grow-
ing mountain of supplies. Only the first
wave had been coordinated. After that,
eager coxswains rushed back to the trans-
ports for additional loads, and the ship-to-
shore movement became an uncontrolled
race. To add to the confusion, an occa-
sional enemy machine gunner would spray
the landing area from the interior of the
plantation, drawing in return a flurry of
uncontrolled shots from riflemen on shore
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and automatic weapons from the landing
craft Eventuallv combat patrols were

1724 beg z“l to ’)‘ish inland in skirmish
lines, flushing snipers and hidden machine

The landing area had not been defended
in any great force.* Sporadic and desul-
tory fire had been the enemy’s only resist-
ance to the invasion. Although warned
earlier of the possibility of a landing, the
Rendova garrison had gone back to sleep
and awoke to find an invasion fleet in its
front yard. Too late to defend the harbor
in I"orce most of the garrison fled to the

er to Munda by canoe.

nel was a message flashed by lights and
flares from a lookout station on a promon-
tory sonth of the harbor. After inflicting
nine casualties, including a face wound to
the commander of the 172d Infantry, Colo-
nel David N. M. Ross, the Japanese de-
fenders finally fled the plantation area,
leaving 65 dead behind.

The end of ground resistance marked the
end of enemy efforts to dislodge the in-

*The original Rendova garrison consisted of
150 members of the Tth Company, 229th Regi-
ment augmented by 76 men from a Kure 6th
SNLF signal detachment. In mid-June, 18 un-
armed engineers moved to Rendova under orders
to complete a torpedo boat base hefore the end
of the month. Total defenders: 224, CIC

\g v anporia Yo FY My
SoPacFor Item No. 792, New thlllf.’.lil DefOpo

“A” No. 8, late Jund3; USAFISPA G-2 POW
Interrogation Rept No. 103, dtd 4Augd3; CIC
SoPacFor Item No. 632, ist New Georgia Area
Butai No, 3, dtd 5Aug43. The garrison had

,,,,,,,,, QL0 22UZ% 448 FArrisen nad

been weakened by malaria and other sicknesses,
however, and probably numbered about 140.
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vasion force until the air fleets at Rabaul
could get into action. General Sasaki at
Munda could offer only slight opposition.

b i ; 1o

shellfire Deg‘ln to reglster n

veterans of Guadalc‘ln‘ll sea actmn, the
Buchanan and the Farenholt, took up the
challenge and fired shells back at suspected
points, meanwhile changing direction and
speed so that the

Japanese batteries could

i i lamand ke b T
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the Japanese continued
exchange throughout the un-

It was a frustrating experience for the
Munda defenders:

Because of insufficient preparations and in-
stallations, our naval gnns conld not engage the
enemy. DBecause of the range, the mountain
guns were not able to fire aguinst the enemy.
Therefore, our unit was in the predicament
that the enemy landed in broad daylight while
our unit watched helplessly.®

While soldiers of the 103d and 172d
pressed inland against spotty resistance,
establishment of a base of operations
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centuated the fact that an 1nsufﬁ01ent
beach control party and working party
had been provided, and that too high a
priority had been given to barracks bags,

% SJeventeenth Army Ops—I, p. 15. Evidently

Saxaki’s naval guns and ar tillery, although un-

able to register accurately on the invasion fleet,
fired at random hoping for a lucky hit.
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locker boxes, tents, chairs, and

officers’
other personal comfort jtems.2e

As the unloading continued, cargo-
staging arcas turned into seas of mud
throngh whlch trucks churned and skid-

The road through the plantqtlon

weight of loa de
diffienlty of movement.
wide-tread prime movers, the amphlblan
tractors of the 9th Defense Battalion, and
the bigger tractors of the Seabees could
plow through the mud. All other vehicles
stalled, and infantrymen had to hand-
carry most supplies to designated dumps,
bivouac areas, and gun positions.

Tank lighters were unloaded by soldiers
wading through 50 feet of knee-deep
Later un‘loading proceeded faster
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cles. The mud, however, ad (‘onvmced
observers that future scouting of landing
beaches would include engineer as well as
tactical reconnaissance,

With the landing well underway, 382
fighter planes from ComAirSols appeared
overhead, and troops on the beach and

» Marine observe er

B )
aaarile Goservers,

in Teports on tile Rendaov
operation, were unanimous in reporting that too
much personal gear was unloaded the first day,
that it contributed to the confusion on the beach,
and that infantr ymen were fatigued sor hnor and

tnda gue

carrying it through the mud.
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sailors on the ships breathed easier. Their
concern was well-founded. Because of the
poor weather, General Kenney’s Fifth Air
Force had been able to hit Rabaul with
only 25 bombers in the 5 days prior to the

ndmg, and the Japanese were still able

ia
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to launch =a poweriui counterpuncn

throneh the air from Rahanl Rnin. Ral-
rough the air from habaul, buin, bal

lale, and Kahili airfields. Tt was not long

in coming. The Eleventh Aw- Fleet ftt
Rabaul dispatched a strike of 26 medium
bombers and 8 carrier hombers shortly
after dawn. Picking up a fighter escort
of 72 planes at Bougainville, the fiights
swept down on Rendovq. Intercepted by

but in their reckless attempts to
%trlke a crippling blow to the invasion, the
Japanese lost 18 bombers and 31 fighters.
Two hours of valuable unloading time,
however, had been lost by the ships ma-
neuvering to escape the enemy bombing
runs.
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ordered the return to Guada]aanal. Asthe
ships headed down Blanche Channel, a
flicht of about 50 Japanese fighters and
torpedo bombers swung in over Munda
Point and started bombing and strafing

runs. The Farenholt dodged two torpe-
|

gaping hole, and Turner’s flagship came
to a dead halt. The admiral transferred
his flag to the Farenholt, and the Libra

took the McCawley under tow. After sur-
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viving another attack by 15 dive bombers,
the MeCawley continued to settle and was
abandoned. That night, three more tor-
pedos slammed into the transport and it
sank. Believed the vietim of an enemy
slew actually

the Melawley actually
sunk by an American MTB which had
mistaken her for an enemy ship.

The day’s air action cost the Japanese
heavily. Determined to stop the invasion,
the Eleventh Air Fleet flooded the skies
with every type of plane available. De-
spite the waiting interceptors of ComAir-
Sols, the Japanese plunged recklessly to-
ward Rendova. Fighter protection for the
bombers was insufficient, however, and
each attack resulted in scores of flaming
crashes, Claimed kills in the one morning
and two afternoon raids totaled 101 en-
emy planes; Marine squadrons (VMF-
121, -122, 213, and —221) reported down-
ing 58 of them. The Allies lost 17 planes,
but 8 pilots were fished out of the water
by PBYs and torpedo boats. 1In addition,
ComAirSols hit Vila with 16 torpedo
bombers and 12 scout bombers in a morn-
ing strike, and then bombed Munda with
an afternoon strike by 25 medium bombers,
18 scout bombers, and 18 torpedo bombers.
These attacks further crippled Vila and
Munda, and forced the Japanese to contest
the Rendova landing without any close-in
points for rearming and refueling.

The same false optimism which had
given Admiral Yamamoto a distorted pic-
ture of the success of the April 7 G0 opera-
tion prevailed, though, and surviving en-
emy pilots reported that they had sunk 2
destroyers and 1 cruiser, damaged 8 trans-
ports, set 2 destroyers afire, and downed 50

nlanac Mhair 1 +1h . nt 1%
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attack bombers and 13 fighters. Despite
the seeming top-heavy score reported by

mrao

arihia g minn
DUBITIATIIIT, was

ATITR ~amno

83

the Japanese, they ruefully admitted that
“ .. due to tenacious interference by
enemy planes, a decisive blow could not
be struck against the enemy landing con-
voy.” *

That night, the Japanese h
assemble a strong raiding fmce n the
Shortlands area for a counterlanding on
Rendova, but only five of the destroyers
niade contact at the rendezvous area, Mov-
ing south around Vella Lavella, the force
arrived off Rendova at about 0130 on 1
July. Ironically, the same rain squalls
which resulted in more mud ashore reduced
visibility to such an extent that the Japan-
ese ships could not determine the debarka-
tion point and were forced to withdraw.

The abortive naval raid climaxed a con-
fusing day of action that saw many ele-
ments of the landing force fill roles never
laid out for them in operation plans.
Typically, Marines of the 9th Defense Bat-
talion who went ashore early on 30 June
to provide antiaircraft protection for the
beachhead found themselves instead tak-
ing part in its seizure. The unexpected
role as infantry was handled competently,
and often eagerly, by the Marine gunners.

Prior to the operation, Colonel Scheyer
had divided his battalion into four task
groups. The special weapons group
(Lieutenant Colonel Wright C. Taylor)
was to land on 30 June and position eight
40mm weapons on one of the offshore is-
lands, Kokorana. The 20mm guns and .50
caliber machine guns were to be used on
Kokorana and Rendova for beach de-
fense and protection for the antiaireraft
weapons. The 90mm group, under the di-
rection of Major Mark S. Adams, was to
iand one battery on 30 June on Kokorana

* 8F Area NavOps—II, p. 29.
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for immediate antiaircraft protection,
with another two batteries to be landed
and emplaced on Rendova on 1 July.
Lieutenant Colonel Archie E. O'Neil, in
command of the 155mm artillery group,
was to land his big guns on the 1st and 2d
of July to deliver neutralization fire on
Munda airfield positions and to support
the eventual assanlt on the airfield. The
tank platoon, under First Lieutenant
Robert W. Blake, was to land in later ech-
elons and wait on Rendova for commit-
ment in the final push on Munda.

Initial resistance by the Japanese did
not delay execution of the 9th’s missions.
Quickly organizing the advance parties
into combat patrols, the Marines secured
Kokorana before starting the job of clear-
ing firing areas for the 90mm battery.
Some assistance in unloading was given
by Seabees and late-arriving Barracudas.
On the east beach of Rendova, Marines
seeking possible gnn positions frequently
found themselves ahead of the front lines
engaged in flushing snipers. One patrol
of the 9th wiped out a machine gun nest
during such a reconnaissance. For the 9th
Defense Battalion, this was the first close
contact with the enemy, and many Marines
took the opportunity to turn infantrymen
and help secure the island.

While the beach perimeter was being
expanded, Marines selected spots for fu-
ture battery positions, command posts, fire
direction centers, and observation posts.
Telephone lines were strung, and fields of
fire for the hig guns cleared by blasting
down palm trees. By the end of the first
day ashore, the advance elements of the
9th Defense Battalion were bivouacked on
Rendova’s beach and along the plantation
road. Battery E of the 9th (90mm guns)
was in position on Kokorana, and had
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fired its first shots against a low-flying en-
emy fighter at 1645. Twelve 40mm guns,
eight 20mm guns, and eighteen .50 caliber
machine guns were set up along the
beaches on hoth islands, bolstering the de-
fense positions. Only one small hitch had
delaved the quick installation of the 90mm
battery on Kokorana. The gun director
was missing, and members of the battalion
had to rummage through scattered piles
of material on Rendova’s shore until they
found it.

The next day, 1 July, troops and sup-
plies in the second echelon of the Western
Landing Foree began to arrive, and the
fonr LLSTs and five LCTs enconntered
the same unloading problems that had
plagned the assault troops. The ships had
to approach the island at slow speed, inch-
ing along throuch the shallow water un-
til grounded by mud at considerable
distance from shore. Vehicles which at-
tempted to churn through to the beach be-
came bogged and had to be rescued by
tractors. The weight of heavy artillery
pieces, towed ashore by tractors in tandem,
further ruined the road along the beach,
and, after the guns were manhandled into
position, traffic of any kind over the road
was impossible.

While the rain poured on, almost with-
ont cessation, most of the personnel ashore
were pressed info service again as beach
working parties to carry rations, fuel, am-
munition, communication gear, and other
supplies from the jumbled piles on the
heach to dumps inland. Attempts to gain
some measure of traction for vehicles in
the soft underfooting met with failure.
Seabees tried to corduroy the former road
with 12-foot coconut logs, but the logs and
steel matting they used soon sank under
the mud. In addition, areas believed suit-
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able for gun positions or bivouac areas be-
came swamps, and dispersion of troops
was almost impossible. Soldiers and Ma-
rines who attempted to dig foxholes mo-
rosely watched their efforts become sunken
baths.

Despite the difficulties caused by the
rain, by the end of the second day ashore,
two guns of Battery A of the Marines’
135mm gun group were in permanent posi-
tions on Rendova and had test-fired sev-
eral rounds at Munda. Battery B of the
same group was ashore in a temporary po-
sition but had not fired. In addition, two
90mm batteries were in place and all spe-
cial weapons dug-in nearby for protection.
The Marines, unable to dig habitable posi-
tions in the mud, built above-ground shel-
ters with coconut logs and sandbags.

Army artillerymen, taking positions on
Kokorana, found the island had a solid
coral subsurface that hield the 155mm how-
itzers without difficulty. Moreover, since
the island was open on the north side, no
fields of fire had to be cleared. Soldiers
of the 1924 Field Artillery Battalion
pushed their guns into position, took gen-
eral aim at Munda some 13,000 yards dis-
tant, and began firing registration shots
late the second day. While the Army ar-
tillerymen and Marines struggled with
‘their heavy guns, ammunition, generators,
and radar units, combat patrols of the 43d
Division secured over half of Rendova.
The stage was being set for the move to
New Georgia.

Air activity during the second day was
limited. The ComAirSols fighter cover
over Rendova intercepted and fought off
only one attempted enemy attack. The
covering fighters also mounted guard over
a strike by 28 torpedo and scout bombers
at Vila, which further reduced that field
to a nonoperational status. Before re-
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turning to Guadaleanal, each fighter plane
worked over Munda defenses, strafing pos-
sible bivouac areas. General Mulcahy, as-
suming an active role in the operation,
scheduled and directed the strike which
helped American forces rout the enemy at
Viru Harbor.

The third day ashore, 2 July, promised
to be just as wet as the previous two days.
While the 103d and 172d Infantry pre-
pared for the move to New Georgia, the
Marine 155mm guns and the Army 155mm
howitzers continued firing registration
missions on Munda airfield. Direct ob-
servation was used, with spotters clinging
precariously to perches atop palm trees.
As yet, no artillery fire control maps were
available, so only area targets were se-
lected. The 192d Field Artillery and
the Marine group fired with impunity;
fears that the Japanese could retaliate
with counterbattery fire proved unfounded.

It was at this point, shortly after 1330,
that the Japanese air commander at
Rabaul, Admiral Kusaka, finally had his
inning. His timing was perfect. The
ComAirSols fighter cover had reluctantly
been withdrawn under threat of bad
weather, and the Japanese bombers ar-
rived only a few minutes after the Allied
fighters departed. An early-warning ra-
dar unit was temporarily out of operation,
while its generator was drained of diesel
oil mistakenly used in place of white
gasoline,

The Japanese flight, variously estimated
at from 18 to 25 medium bombers, swung
in over the east side of Rendova Moun-
tain, catching the troops in the open on the
beach. A bombing pattern that stitched
the beachhead from one end to the other
quickly dispelled any illusion that these
might be friendly planes. There was time
only for a shouted, “Condition Red,” be-
fore troops frantically sought cover. But
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GUN CREW of Battery C, 9th Defense Battalion is revealed in the flash of a 90mm shell fired
at Japanese night raiders striking at New Georgia. (SC 185876)



many were caught in the open, an extra
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hit ration and fuel dv
ammunition dumps.
occurred among the Seabees concentrated
on a promontory off the beach. A dyna-
mite dump there was hit, its blast adding

to the casualties of the bombing. The pe-
ninsula was promptly dubbed “Suicide
Point.” Further, the clearing station of
the 43d Division was hit, which reduced

the amount of assistance which could be
given. Most of the victims were rushed
to ships in the bay for treatment of
wounds.

Because of the confusion, early estimates

ither killed by exploding ammunition or
direct hits, or, more p robablv removed to
ships and hurried to Guadalcanal for
treatment. In all, 64 men were killed and
another 89 wounded. Seabees in the boat

pool and soldiers in the 43d Division biv-
ouac areq suqtftined the hewie%t ('fmnl-
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tractors were holed. All were re
though, with the exception of ohe
tractors,

The attack’s success was the result of
many factors. For one thing, Army radar
units had gone out of commission shortly
after landing, and although a Marine ra-
dar unit had been landed on 1 July, it was
this one that was being drained of diesel
fuel. Also, on the day previous, the troops

691-360 0—63——7
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had believed a flight of American medium

bombers to be enemy planes and had
. g 33 P
S - This

ms \ third factor
was lrwk of dlsnerﬂon Shelters had been
dug along the beach, but the troops were
now busy handling other materiel, and had
not provided other protection. But as a
result. of the raid, the area became dotted

with fox llOleS‘—~d€(’p IO‘{HO les.

a
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on station. A

Beach on l\
of the 9th Defeuse Battahon and the 192d
Field Artillery picked at Munda’s de-
fenses, seeking for a hidden strong point,
a bivouac area, or a Supply or flmmuniftion
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about. 200 V‘II‘ds back f Gene ] Hester S
command post at the foot of Rendova
Mountain, the tower provided a central
point from which Marine and Army spot-
ters could radio corrections to the artillery
nre CllleCtIOn center an(l tnen ODSBI'VG Ene
funda ai
e che !
on the nearby islands off New Georgia’s
shore. In time, a system was developed
whereby films dropped near the tower by
photographic planes were immediately
picked up, developed, and then studied for
assessment of damage to Munda defenses.
On the night of 3 July, the enemy at-
tempted to follow up its devasting strike
of the 2d with an attack from the sea.
A Japanese naval force suddenly ap-
peared offshore and spattered the Rendova
beachhead area with a bomd
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which did little or no damage. Allled de-
stroyers and torpedo boats forced the en-

vty ok ~ vtk lna s hagtilsy it anid
l:'r“ly SILIPS lU Witnuaraw i Sy ViLILouu
accomplishing the hoped-for crippling
blow to the invasion troops.

As following echelons of the Western
Landing Force unloaded on 4 July, a des-
perate Japanese command at Rabaul tried
once more to knock the invasion force off
Rendova. Since the air attack on 2 J uiy
represent the Only measure of suceess in

Q..

Thls tlme the qu)“mese found themselves
holding the wrong end of a Fourth of July
Roman candle. From a force of more than
100 planes trying to press home on attack
through the ring of Allied interceptor
planes, only 16 bombers were able to swmg
r Rendova B ¢ .

Ver neil

C>

formance. But this time, alerted by sound
lomtors ‘md radar, the 9th Defense Bat-

plane.

This attack on Rendova was the last
daylight assault on the island of any size
made by the Japanese air fleet. From this
point on, the attacks were made at night.
Although the ComAirSols fighter cover
still maintained a vigil over Rendova, the
focus of the air war shifted to New Georgia
as the troops shuttled from the beachhead
at Rendova to the beachhead at Zanana.
There the second phase of Operation TORE-

was to | uegm.



Munda Victory

The Allied landings in the Central
Solomons and the New Guinea area caused
Japanese planners some anxious moments.
Plainly, the situation called for prompt
action to relieve the precsure on the first

A £t 1 T
aelensive lines O o) & [ a4 n S war- Hllllg eln-
vy it dlan mrracdsmis roac s YATh ana odh~aa 1
l}ll Y UL LLIE QuUEDLIVUIL Weds YY LICLE SHOuUulLu
the maior offort he divactad? Ta date all
LI lll(LJ\Jl CTILAJLI L WU wili oot POy \\l\,\r, L1t
uffpnn\fq ta rennlee the landinoe had
ttempts to repulse the landings had
proved futile, and prospects for future suec-

cess didn’t look too promising, either.
Mindful of earlier basic plans to retain the
Central Solomons while holding out in
New Guinea, the Japanese commanders at
Rabaul scheduled a conference for 4 July
to reach a decision.

To General Sasaki and Admiral Ota,

ruefully watching the Rendova operations

ess , the material ir

section is (101‘1\ ed f1 om : ( omSoPac Julys W(lr])
ComThirdF1t Narrative Rept, Sol’ac Cawmpaign,
dtd 3Sepdid, hereafter cited as ThirdFIlt Rept;
NGOF (XNIV Corps) Narrative Account of the
Campaigns in the New Georgia Group, B.S.I.,
n.l.. hereafter NXGOF Account; History of 43d
Infantry Division, World War II, 24Feb4i-—
Jun44, n.d., ter 4dd InfDivHist; 434

hereafter 434
InfDiv FO Nos. 1-17, 16Jun-25Aug43 ; 9th DefBn

OpsRept; Combat Infantry, Part Eight: New
Georgia, dtd 3iAugdd, hereafter New Georgia

Combat; New Georgia Campaign; ONI, Combat
Narrative X ; Rentz, Marines in the Central

Solomons; Joseph A. Zimmer, The History of

the L4

forls
e gof
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Army and Navy Publishing Co.,
hereafter Zimmer, 43d’s History.

Infuntr Nisieing
wfdniry 21Tision,

Rounge, La.:
1947},

[ JROIRE R b SOOIy gt [ PRI SRR IR ¥y
1rom a well-prorecied neaqygudriers il io-
Trononla Hill at Munda airfield the gitna-
gengoid MHl at Munaa airireid, the siiua

Derxona] I‘mm ()bkerv ition lt was ap-
parent that the troops across the channel
had come to stay and were building up
for an offensive in strength. When 155mm

guns and howitzers began to register on the

L1 a1 Sdd - PURURIE, A
alrmneid, tie I)Zl([t‘lll ()l [Il(, can rllgll pe-
cano all +aa olany AMMunda waa oning to
ANiS ULy U1l LU Al AFYEUEILLCAL WY LD EULIIE L
need reinforcements, and quickly, if it was
to be held.

The two commanders reported their ap-
praisal of the situation, and then took
steps to strengthen the airfield defenses as
best they ooul(l with the troopq avallable.

June and two re cenﬂv arriv d 140mm
guns and two smaller mountain guns were
ordered rushed overland from Bairoko.
In addition, a reserve force, the 72¢% Com-
pany, 229th Regiment. was alerted to move
from Kolombangara to New Georgia.

A e ATVIT bl 3uson e T ran A nvwres Amn

LAS U8 Aallleda Ullllulll} Ull nvenaova Cull-
";“‘1& MAraxTay " AYe1AYaY ()'FDY\C‘;‘YO TYI1O00 C1ITac
Llllub\.l, 11w ‘Vk'bl’ LLIU DU UULUCLIDLY D LLLUAODUWL OO
]’\n(‘rnn f(\ ]nn “,'npfn] 1T “rnn]( (=78 [2) (T
hegan to look weefully weak, so the re
mainder of the 34 _3avtali0n? 229th Regi-

Sasakls own estmlate. a]l defenses must
be ready by dusk on 3 July. Meanwhile,
the combined Army and SNLF units were
exhorted to “maintain alerted conditions
throughout the night and guard against
enemy landings; if the enemy commences

89
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to land, destroy them at the water’s edge.”
On 2 July, the command rel‘ltionship was
changed. Sasaki, as the senior ofhcer, ‘in

the condltions 10

andlng for( es, was assmnod control of
Army and Navy barge and shipping units
in the area.?

The actual invasion of western New
(morgu was not the direct assault on
which Sasakl and Ot

of Companles A and B 169th Inf‘mtrv
scrambled ashore on the islands that
guarded the Onaiavisi Entrance to Rovi-
ana Lagoon. Lashed by heavy rain squalls
and hampered by the dfu'kness, the soldiers
nevertnelqu mfm‘lrred i Ke contact with

d
but not uneventful. The mine
sweeper Zane, which had been used as a
transport, went aground on a small igland
just inside the entrance, and lay exposed
as a telltale marker. Her helpless state
and the Ianding area were 10'11019(1 how-
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on the shore line of New Georgla. Earlier
plans had called for Company O of the 4th
Marine Raider Battalion to act as scouts
for this phase of the operation, but with

2CIC SolacFor Item No. 702, dtd 13Sepd3,
New QGeorsia DefOn0 A Nos 11-15  20Tun—
New Georgia DefOp0 A Nos. 11-15, 30Jun
1Jul43.

the raiders still at Segi and Viru, recon-
naissance teams from the Rendova forces
were organi'/ed These were later aug-

'

mented Dy a company or ¥ l]l"ll] and Ton-

ranoan araiite wh waora agooraeive and
- ALLTOO DUUULD, Wiiw WCLGO LLEEL CoOdJLY D [AU NV}
skilled inngle ﬁghters.3 (See Map 5.)

Zanana md the Barlke River, marking
water points, trails, coastal roads, possible
artillery positions, and all avenunes of ap-
proach to Munda. They were also ordered

to pmbe Japanese defenses between the

ported a succe ,tul ambush of a J‘manese
group and that uniform markings on a
dead enemy rifleman indicated that he had
been a member of the 229th Regiment.
The ambushed Japanese had been part of
the 5th Company, 2d Battalion, which had
been ordered to investigate the Onaiavisi

Entrance landings and “drive out the en-
canmmr et m e Vo Adod dlqcin qem il sma lra 4l
LY WIL0O 11as ldandetr viere il inaske LIk
awan aonniirn 04 T atav tho Ath Tammnmar
aAlCad »OU e, A4l LING o000 U UIIL‘[I(J/II/

was +nld tn rociet ctunibhoarnly acaingt thic
was told to resist stubbornly against this
new pl-asv- of lulgdmgs and fight to the last
at their present positions. These instruc-

tions set, the patt*ern for Japanese resist-
ance in New Georgia.

General Hester received Admiral Hal-
sey’s approval to proceed with the New
Georgia phase of TOENAILS on 2 July.
That night, elements of the 172d’s 1st Bat-
talion began the move from Rendova to
Zanana Beach. The troop transfer was

38

n A YT nexslnébd FIE o TFS doinens ~f 4T ,' AL2Ts
n, A, row 1ELL, L 211807y Uf e j Flia2y
tary Forces, 1939-1945 ( Chnstchurch N.Z.:

Whitececombe and Toombs, T.td., 1948), p. 5.
* CIC SoPacFor Item No. 709, dtd 98ep43, New
2d Bn Order A No. 141,

(Gooreia Naofanes Rnhn
wWEOISla 27010158

dtd 30Jun43.
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made in landing eraft, which towed addi-
tional rubber boats carrying soldiers. Tor-
pedo boats furnished an escort across
Blanche Channel, and, at Onaiavisi En-
trance, native guides in canoes took over
and directed the landing eraft through the
. The followin

1eral Wing es-
tabhbhed the 43(1 Dl\ ision’ for\\ ard com-
mand post (CI”) on New (reorgm. A 52-
man detail from the 9th Defense Bat-
talion’s special weapons group arrived on
4 July and 1mmed1ately empl‘xced four 40-
mm guns for antianireraft protection. Four
.50 caliber machine guns were sited to pro-

tect the antiaiveraft positions and to add
depth to the firepower of the soldiers.
The Japanese air attack of 4 July at
Rendova managed to make targets out of
most of the troops that were to partici-
pate in the push on Munda airfield. The
172d was still in the process of shuttling

(]1

Ldys i

.\ql\.«]n“ . TMNTY tha vamaniss dae ~f
clliclull U1 LLE .Y \]LIL‘, UIIY jellldallluelr vl
the 169th Infantrv and the 136t

le 1beth Intantry anda the 1s506th

4 LSTS, had just armved at Rendova
Harbor. The 169th had remained in the
Russells as division reserve during the
early part of the operation, and the 136th
was detached from the 37th Division on
Guadalcanal. The air attack hit as the
169th and 136th were debarking. Unload-
ing activities were abruptly abandoned.

mn : r 1
Luckily, no ships were hit. But for the
iz avnivala thia Tasaloio o ol 1 L2011
HEW di'rivdls, (e L)Ullll)lllg AlLdCK 10II0OW-
Ina a coa_tnaansd tmin fram tha Poaanlls waa
lllg A OSTA-LUDOTLL UL ltl 1WA LITE ARUDIDTLLD Yy ad
a rough welcome to New Georgia
aroug , Georgia.
Transferring their equinment and sun-
a g their e quipment and sup
plies to small craft from the Rendova boat

pool, the soldiers began the movement to
Zanana almost. immediately. The 155mm
howitzers of the 186th were unloaded on

ISOLATION OF RABAUL

one of the islands guarding Onaiavisi En-
trance and positioned to provide artillery
support to the troops attacking Munda.
Other heavy weapons, the 105mm howitz-
ers of the 169th and 103d Field Artillery
B‘LttdhODS were also emplaced on the off-

—
-

v:nn- Jalanda far addi+3Aanal YA CTIINTAS
IYINE isianas Ior aaditiohal iire support.
Bv dusk of 5 Julv. the 1724 and the 169t
by dusk July, the 1(zZd and the 1both

II‘llfdntI'V were ashore on New Georgia,
ready to begin the march toward the line
of departure along the Barike River, A
secondary landing, early on the morning
of 5 July by the Northern Landing Group
(NLG), commanded by Marine Colonel
Liversedge, established a beachhead at
Rice Anchorage on the north coast of New
Georgia to threaten Sasaki’s forces from

that direction 5
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169th went into blvouac.

Accounts of the action during the night
of 6 July combine fact and fancy. Re-
ports that Japanese riflemen had infil-
trated the loose perimeter set up by the
169th’s leading battalion caused a panic
among the soldiers. Although the regi-
ment. had been on Guadalcanal and the
Russells prior to New Georgia, the troops
evidently were not prepared for jungle
combat at night. DOld.leI'S reported the

oo dac anmanrans wrliodkTad Jliaesdad Sae
Slellduts, >UIredliieu, ‘Vlllbblt‘/u, slguled -
vantive and inmned intn foxhales to havo-
veCllve, anlG julnpea 1Nt IoXneies 10 tayo
5 The aceonnt of the Riece Anchorage landing is
in cepount of the RRice Anchorage landing 18
related in the following chapter.
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net the occupunts. After a wild night of
grenade bursts, shooting, and sereaming,
however, no enemy dead were found in
the perimeter when dawn came and the
soldiers were able to look around. But
NGOTF casualties were numerous.

The action on the night of 6 July, which
started a wave of near hysteria among the
troops, seriously impaired the combat ef-
ficiency of the 169th Infantry. Despite
many later ageressive and determined at-
tacks, the 1691h’s initial fatlures along the
Barike River were attributed to an ap-
parent lack of combat conditioning and
training.$

Regardless of speculation as to whether
such night attacks were wholly real or in
part imagined, there was no denying the
end results—the loss of many front-line
troops through actual wounds and war
neurosis. Later all regiments in the at-
tack were subjected to this type of enemy
tactics. In defense against such raids, 43d
Division soldiers adopted a policy of joint
foxholes for two or more men protected
by trip wires with noise makers attached.
In addition, a rigid [ire plan was adopted
whieli prohibited promiscnons shooting
and movement at night and allowed only
the outside perimeter to lire or use gre-
nades. These defensive measures restored
discipline and stability.

After delaying most of the morning of
7 July in reorganization, the 169th re-

" Commenting on thig phase of the campaign,
Admiral alsey said: “The [169h] regiment
sent 360 wen baek to Guadaleanal as ‘war nerves'
casnallies after one day’s fighting. General Har-
nron net them there, promptly returned 300 of
them to thie combat zone. ., . " Halsey and
Bryun, Halsey's Story, po 161, Ree also Miller,
Reduction of Rabaul, pp. 108-109, for a desecrip-
tion of this action.
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sumed 1ts push toward the Barike. Again
the regiment was stopped almost immedi-
ately by uggressive enemy resistance. Al-
though the [69th managed to overcome
this first enemy opposition, the soldiers
had to fight another lengthy action be-
fore reaching the low hills east of the river.
The 172d, in its zone of action, had pushed
to the DBarike without too much trouble.
When it became apparent that the 169th
could not reach the Barike River in time
to begin the attack on 8 July as planned,
General  Hester—with  Halsey’s  ap-
proval—ordered the operation delayed one
day. The NGOF commander also can-
celled that part of his plan that called
for a direct assault on the airfield over
Munda bar by a battalion of the 103d
Infantry with Marine 9th Defense Battal-
ion tanks in support. Mounting evidence
that the Japanese held the area in great
strength dimmed the prospects for the
suceess of sucly a thrust,

After another night of infiltrators’ at-
tacks, during which soldiers crouched
sleepless in foxholes, the advance was re-
sumed the next morning. The 172d moved
fairly easily along a coastal trail in a col-
umn of battalions. The 169th, struggling
through the jungle with an open flank
screened only by the Fiji scont company,
was eclhieloned to the right rear. A heavy
coticentration of mortar and artillery fire
on the Japanese position to the immediate
front of the 169th broke resistance there;
and, aided by a flanking attack by the 172d
hitting from the left, the 169th was able
to push ahead. Late in the afternoon of
the 8th, the fatigued 169th struggled into
position on line with the 172d to start
the drive toward Munda the following
morning.
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NGOF IN ATTACK: ZANANA
70 LAIANA-™

Booming salvos from four destroyers
it 0512 on the 9th of July Rigmlh] the

start of the NGOF attack.
naval bombardment, whlch dumped 2,344
five-inch shells on positions in the rear of
the enemy lines, was followed by a can-
nonade by all artillery battalions of the

AT MNTHY 1

NGOF. The sne‘l‘nncr combmed the fires

'

i t
gun battalion, and twe 105mm
hovutzer battalions. In all, the Munda-
Barike area was battered by 5,800 rounds
of high explosives. Enemy defensive posi-
tions, lines of communication, bivouac
areas, and command po%ts were blasted for

ne fires were shifted to

10U

¢ before the fi
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hoe awroa
I d1cd

t
roops. As ry
Marme tor Dedo bombers and 3 scout
bombers struck, dropping high explosive
and fragmentation bombs on the area. At

0900, heartened by this extreme concentra-
tlon of hropowor the 43d Division started

ward Ule N\IUL‘ ODJE‘C[]VG—'

ot e
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and small outposts.
Each new
enemy opposition forced deployment and

attack. Hidden snipers, pinning down the

tered only
Progress, however, was slow.

7 snipers

7 Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
Thivd 't RL[” : OTF 31
SAR, Rept of Bombardment of Munda Point, dtd
9Aug43; ComAir New Georgia SAR, 29Jun-13
Aug43, dtd e. 1Jand44; New (eorgia Combat;

7 . a Q7
New GQGeorgia Campaign; NGOF Account; 43d

InfDivHist; 9th DefBn Rept of TkOps in the
New Georgia Area, dtd 24Aug43, hereafter 9th
DefBn TkOps; ONI, Combai Narraiives X ;
Rentz, Warines in the Central Solomons; Zim-

mer, 43d’s History.

section is derived from :
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advance units, held up the regiments for
hours. Every step forward was a strug-
gle against a determined enemy and mul-
tiple jungle obstacles—dense, vine-choked
underbrush,

numerous

The drawmos outlined jungle areas with
conventional symbols which did not reveal
the intricate, abrupt mass of hills, ridges,
and qwqmpq—jumbled without pattern—
that lay under the thick ]ungle canopy.

ps were I bas sed

etches based on aerial photos.

The I‘ld("‘ES an hlllq bendm nd tw tin

in all directions, forced the attackmg unlts
to move in one direction, then another. As
a result, by the end of the second day of
the attack, both regiments had become in-
termingled and were attacking in virtu-

ally a single column. The initial frontage
of 1,300 yards had collapsed to almost one-

[

J

hl]f that distance. In addition, the
lines of communication and supply were
now stretched over two miles through the
jungle from Zanana Beach, an extension
exceedingly vulnerable to counterattack
from the north, or right, flank.

For the 169th, the advance had been
Given a zone of

p‘ll’thul‘ll'l) h‘II‘I‘OVVlIIO‘

hm]od from the mmal stru ole through
the jungle from Zanana, and continually
harassed at night by enemy soldiers prob-
ing at the exposed right flank, the 169th
was a dispirited outfit. After such a



disappointing start, the regiment mus-
tered only lethargic attacks against enemy

opposition. Wounded soldiers and com-
bat fatigue cases wandered back along the
tnnil fa Zananag draining tha fuant linao ~F
trall Lv zia l(lllu, iatiiy lg LIIC LIVUILIL 111100 UL
needed strength and creating a serious
evacuation problem. Additionally, with

the regiment so strung out, troops were
needed to earry food, water, and ammuni-
tion to the attackers as well as help evacu-
ate the wounded ta%k% which further
apped

Japanese were holdlng a barrler posmlon
in the high ground east of Munda airfield
which they would defend in strength.
The NGOF offensive—grinding afﬂinst

: [ o gi R B VR, B PR L I |
E 0ons o1 10gs anda cor al, SIrongly aerendaeda
by antomatic weasnons mortars and ariil
U.)’ auitulliiaviv ywoa Il}llD, 111U Ll D, Ay ai1uii
lery—faltered.

1unnr1e and a t’e]l‘lClOUS enemy, engineers
attempted to established a supply route to
the front lines by hewing a jeep road out
of the matted underbrush. Native guides
pointed out a trail which took advantage
of as much high ground as posgibie, but
w the marsny
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Evel le
in the rear of the front hnes

tlmber .
wowever, the
engineers were under almost constant at-
tack from bypassed snipers and wandering
squads of enemy.
were a prime target, and engineer casnal-
ties mounted as the road clearing pro-
ceeded. Metal shields were eventually

Bulldozer operators

welded to the tractors to protect the *dozer
operators. Since no heavy graders were
available, the jeep road could not be
ditched or crownea, and any tramc over
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ditions to the rear of the NGOF front,
Hester’s staff focused attention on
Laiana Beach. Rejected earlier as a land-
ing site because it was deemed too

was some 5,000 vards closer to

Munda, and its possession would shorten

supply, evacuation, and reinforcement

lines as well as put fresh attacking troops

considerably closer to the main objective.
General Hester

the same tlme, the NGOF commander
alerted the 3d Battalion, 103d Infantry
and the tank platoon of the 9th Defense
Battalion to be ready to leave Rendova for
L.aiana as soon as the 172d reached the

RS
oast.
Mhasragh tha 170 wae onlv & ahort dis
111U Bll LI1E 1420 ywad Ulll.y da SIIVLL Uid-
tance northeast of the beach when dirvected
ance nortiedst of thne peach wien alirected

tac not secured until

J 1]V Desplte near- constant artillery
abSlStdllLe which shredded and blasted the
jungle covering from defenses on the sharp
hills between the 172(1 'md Eaiana the en-

‘n_AA 1 e danilona Lo b0 Ik il

nepeatea au’ SLIKeS 1d11ed LO aelil e ue-
Larana and +han Tananoan annarantly
lcllocs, alivy [P ey wr (l/lJ(I,lJ.UDU, (llJ L FCuV L \/LLUJJ
aware of NGOX intentions, rained mortar

S McAllister 1tr,
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AVENGER TORPEDO BOMBERS wing toward New Georgia on 9 July 1943 to strike Munda
airfield in support of the 43d Division’s attack. (USMC 57685)

MARINE LIGHT TANK, accompanied by Army infantrymen, moves through the jungle toward
the front lines on New Georgia. (SC 395877)
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objective. Marine tanks and the 103d In-
fantry Battalion, scheduled to land on the
12th, were held back. The 172d reached
Laiana on the 13th, and, on the follow-
ing day, landing eraft and tank lighters
carried the reinforcements ashore. Artil-
Tery smoke shells covered the landing ac-
tivities. Although the infantry hit the
shore line without incident, enemy 75mm
guns hidden in the jungle fired random
shots at the ighters. No hits were scored,
and all tanks were put ashore without dam-
age. Ifrom his headquarters at Munda,
General Sasaki observed the smoke screen-
ing this new development: but in his or-
ders for the 14th of July, he erroneously
reported that 70 large barges had at-
tempted to land but had been repulsed
with the loss of 15 of the barges.?

While the 172d held the new beachhead
area and waited for the 169th to close the
gap between the two regiments and come
abreast, and 3/103
moved into division reserve. A special
weapons detail from the 9th Defense Bat-
talion accompanied the infantry to Laiana
and set up 40mm, 20mm, and .50 cali-
her antiaircraft weapons for protection
against Japanese strafing and bombing
attacks.

In the 169th’s zone, strong mortar and
artiilery fires were piaced on Japanese de-
fensive positions in an effort to reestablish
forward movement, but the enemy re-
sistance continued. At this time, the regi-
ment—tired and understrength—was op-
posed by a determined, dug-in enemy to
the front and continually harassed by
snipers and infiltrators in the rear areas.
On the 11th, the 169th’s commanding of-

ficer and his stafl were relieved by Colonel

P L.V SRS, PR
Lne  hiarine [anks

’CIC SoPacFor Item No. 702, dtd 13Sep43,
New Georgia DefOpO A No. 36, dtd 14Jul43.
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Temple Holland and a staff from the 145th
Infantry, 37th Division. The new regi-

mental commander postponed further at-
tacks by the 169th until the next day so

that he m i
command.

A new push by the 169th on the 12th,
following a rolling artillery barrage,
failed to gain ground, however, and a re-
turn was made to the line of departure.
The following morning, 1,000-pound
hombs dropped by 12 scout bombers of
ComAir New Georgia further hammered
the defenses holding up the 165th’s prog-
Pilots returning from the strike
noted that the target area marked by
smoke shells was 600 yards east of the grid
coordinates given in the air mission re-
quest, an indication of the diffienlties the
169th was experiencing in locating its po-
sition on the ground. The whole regiment
was connitted to the attack after the air
strike, but only the 5d Battalion on the
left managed to gain ground. Snccessful
in seizing the crest of a small knoll about
600 yards to the front, the battalion hung
grimly to its position and repelled several
strong counterattacks. During the next
two days, the 3d Battalion took 101 casu-
alties, dead and wounded. Despite strong
enemy pressure, the infantrymen held
their position. Barrages fired by support-
ing artillery units boxed the front and
flanks of the salient, and discouraged the
development of a large-scale Japanese
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In an effort to aid the beleaguered 3d
Battalion, the 1st Battalion attacked on the
15th toward a dominating rise of ground
about. 400 yards to its might front. When
opposition failed to develop, the attackers
clambered to the top of the ridge, only to
find deserted pillboxes, abandoned fox-
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holes, and empty trenches. The Japanese
defenders had finally withdrawn.

The victory lifted the spirits of the en-
tire regiment, but more heartening was a

gumpse of the NGOIMs lll[lll]d[e oo]ec~
tivva_ MMands ainfinld Ny 3t eoral whit
tive—aiunaa airiaera. Un 1ts ¢orar wnit

J

wrecked and burned
enemy planes. \\'1th new vigor, the 169th
took over the enemy positions and pre-
pared to defend the newly won ridgeline.

1

7

OOUNTERATTACK
DI»77 ATy AT AT 10
oLl AlvALLUiVS

While General Hester’s NGOF fought
its way from the Barike to Laiana, Gen-
eral Sasaki’s defenders were operating on
the simple strategv of trading spaoe for

time. Considerably outnumbered, the
290t} Peoiment and 8th COSNLE had
AN UL L (/_yu/u/ltv aLivA ere AADLY Lok FS YRV §

the invading Ameri-
can d1 sion to move slowly and cau-
tiously. Sasaki’s defensive lines had re-
duced the NGOF invasion to a groping,

stumbling advance—much in contrast to

the swift, hard-hitiing operation en-
visaged earlier by the Americans. The
Tananese nplaved for time durine which
LA LLITUDC lll(l/.y(:\,l Pav] LIS \Aullllé Yylirelal

received 1n1med1ate attent,lon, (Jrenem]
Imamura, commanding the Aighth Area
Army at Rabaul, on 3 July ordered the
New Georgia defense augmented by the re-
mainder of the 13tk Fegiment as well as
by additional antitank, mountain artillery,
engineer, and medical units. In addition,

*® Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
seclion is derived from: New Georgie Campaign;
CIC SoPacFor Item No. 702, dtd 13Sep43, New
Georgia DefOp0 A Nos. 11-50, 30Jun-23Juld3;
SK Area NavOps—I; SE Areca NavOps—II;
Rentz, Marines in the Central Solomons.
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the rear echelons of the 229th Regiment,
which were still in the Shortlands area,
were ordered to join their parent unit. A

number of 1‘11'0'e hndlntr barrres were also
At AT L AT Y ~ h. V. Vi |

llSpi Lened Lo Ixew u ‘OI'glil. MLOST. OT the
frach tranne wara o oton af Kalamhan o
L1LTOLL IL\J\’IJD MWOLT LU DL lJ v JL\J]UJJIRI(II[%'
ara, but the elements of the 229?‘71-, the ant1-
dnk units, and most of the engineers were

to go directly to Munda.'* TIn all, Ima-
mura ordered about 3,000 troops from the
Shortlands-Faisi area to the New Georgia
Group I\Ior*e reinforccmcnts were to fol-

ai i Ppupe | [ N 0 P RIOVEp [Ty IR [
4l nabalil, O 4 JUly, Cemented une unaer-
at a“dinq hatvwoon tha Fiahth Aven Amonas
£ oeiweenl il LGl areqd arin
and the Af_n ,ﬁb 2181 Ar a Fleet Hmf the

against the Centml bolomons whlle the
troops already on New Guinea would hold
out without additional help for the time
b‘eing_r.

turned bac

better time. 'lhe next nlght, 5-6 July,
the transports sailed again, and, although
part of the force was ambushed by Allied
ships, the Japanese managed to land about
850 troops on Kolombangara.* On New
Georgia, General Sasaki shoved all avail-
able 229th Regiment, 8th CSNLF, and
38th Division support troops into the de-
fense of the airfieid in an attempt to hold
out as long as possible. His line of forti-
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C SoPacFor Item No.
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Ul {(4yU, ata 23061)-:0,
Go Area (Eighth Area Army) On() No. 35, dtd
3Jul43, and Item No. 838, dtd 11Nov43, Oki (8cv-
enteenth Army) Group OpO No. 270, dtd 4Jul43.
Inoewn as the Rattle of

KNGV nattle

L Mhis gon anegolntor
Liils seq encounier,

Kula Gulf, will be related in connection with the
Rice Anchorage landing in the following chapter.
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fications, spiked with seacoast and dual-
purpose guns, ringed the coastline of
Munda Poiut for some 6,500 yards and
then swung inland from Roviana Lagoon
for almost 3,000 yards. As NGOF troops
were to find out, it was a forntidable area
to crack.

Sasaki’s tactics in the defense of the ter-
rain between the Burtke River and his
main positions around the airfield were to
counterattack continually in the hopes of
offsetting any gain which the NGOF
might make. Skillfully deploying the
forees available, his field comnmnders or-
dered one company to hold and threaten
a flank of the Allied line while other units
slipped to the rear of the attackers to raid
and cut comuunications. This infiltration
had the calculated two-fold effect of creat-
g casualties and demoralizing the attack-
ing force. In tirstances where it became
necessary to hold a particular strong point,
an antbush squad with orders to fight to
the death was left in positiou.

While part of the Munda defense force
wrestled with the advancing Allied units,
other engineers and soldiers feverishly
built pillboxes, dug trenches, and cleared
lanes of fire in defensive lines to the rear.
Each time the Japanese gave ground, they
fell back to another strong position. Well-
camouflaged and protected, the barrier of
nwitually-supporting positions allowed
Sasaki’s troops to contest any advance
stubbornly. The terrain was an ally, since
it hid the Japanese defenses and forced
the Allied attackers to battle against the
jungle and enemy troops simultaneously.
Sasaki had anether advantage, too. He
was close to Bougainville and the Short-
lands, and although reinforcements— -
mainly machine gun, antitank, and artil-
lery units—dribbled into New Georgia in
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an unsteady stream, his strength remained
nearly constant. Troops from Kolomban-
gara, transported to Munda by barges
during the night, were at the front lines
the next day.

With the Allied lines inching slowly
toward Munda, the Japanese were aware
that the only means of re-establishing any
type of order in New Georgia depended
upon a strong counterattack. Weighing
the time element against the danger; the
Japanese decided on a delaying action in
the Muuda area while a counterattacking
force struck through the upper Barike
River region. As reinforcements arrived
at. Kolonthangara, this counteroffensive
was kept in mind. The ground attack
would be staged simultaneously with a sea
campaign, which would cut Allied supply
lines while the air fleets pounded the Al-
lied lives and rear areas on New Georgia.**

The 13th Regiment, which had moved
in parcels from the Shortlands, was se-
lected to straighten the lines in New
Georgia. On 8 July, Colonel Tomonari
wig alerted to send the 2d Ballalion to
Bairoko Harbor to help Commander Sa-
buro Okumura’s Hure 6th SNLF defend
that area from another but smaller Allied
landing force. At the same time, Tomo-
nart was to relinquish command of Kolom-
bangara’s defenses to the commander of
the Yokosuka 7ih SNLF and with the re-
maining two battalions of the 73th Regi-
ment advance to Munda for the new at-
tack.® Okumura, at Buairoko, was to
cover the 73t4’s advance from Kolomban-
gara and then defend the Bairoko area
without further assistance. Sasakt’s orders

B CIC SoPackor Item No. 730, dtd 238Sep43, SIX
Areca ForOpO No. 10, dtd 18Jul43.

1+ CIC SoPuacFor Item No. 676, dtd 30Augd3,
Kolombangara DefOpO No. 6, dtd 8Jul43.
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to Tomonari were for the counterattack-
lng f()l‘('e to move f() Hh h]VOl]il(‘, irea on a
plantation about five miles north of Mun-
da. 'The 73tk was to remain there until

Sasaki deemed that the time was oppor-

tune for the attack.

sent a

t and then sent
mde to meet Tomonal iat Bairoko. Plans
proeeeded without a hitch as the first eche-
lTon of about 1,300 men moved by barge to
Bairoko on 9 July. On the 11th, another
1,200 troops moved across Kula Gulf and a

further 1,200 men m‘l(le Iﬂe CrosSs- CHaIlDEI

area,

The mnvgments were pestnor\e :
days by naval action in the gulf, but just as
soomn as thev were able to make the crossing,
all units of Colonel Tomonart’s attacking
force, mainly the 7s# and 2d Battalions, as-
sembled at Bairoko.

In moving

into the bivouac area,

d In a brie t
qh'lrp eneounter the Amerlcan force scat-
tered the 73th Regiment’s leading ele-
ments, and reported to Liversedge that a
large movement of Japanese reinforce-
ments h‘ld been prevented from reaching

AP tha aneraanamant con ac nnk Fa diagnalaca
onl 1Ne engagement S0 as nov 1o aisciose
the Imnendine connteratiace TInstead of
the impendaing counteratiack, nsteaq ol
stayvine to slug it out with the NLG, Tom-

. [V o= ke =

onari withdrew his two batialions, and
Sasaki’s guides then led the Japanese sol-
diers toward Munda over another trail.
By the morning of the 13th, Tomonari’s
main elements were at the piantation as-

hitting towqrd
n the south, Sasaki was confident.

oppose t.he landing for(

T\T und
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of his ability to reclaim the initiative.
Some of his optimism could have been used
by his superiors, however, because Army-
Navy disagreements were stalling the
progress of f'urrher help in the nirﬁeld’

?
Shortla nds. and Rabaul Would be pro-
tected. The Navy suggested a possible
2,000 troops for the Rice Anchorage area,
3,000 more for Munda airfield, another
2,000 to take over the Roviana Lngoon

9 0,

1sl lands ana an additional 4 UUU to be used

umbs down. Th
% C

further relnforcmrr he New Georrrla area.

To Army planners, there was no way in

which the war situation could be altered,

and, as 1 matter of fact, a reappraisal of

the suuatlon had convinced them that

/ od thoara TWhila thia Ai1ffan_
a a UL VUL O, Yy 1111T Uil \VS SR v
ence of oninion existed. General Sagald
ence of opinion existec neral Sasalka

Detachment F orees alreadv at hand and
those few scattered rear echelon and sup-
port troops which destroyer-transports
could rush to Kolombangara for barge
transfer to New Georgia.

The occupation force’s struggle to ad-
vance on New Georgia was anxiously

" Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from: ComSoPac Jul}s
WarD; ThirdFIl Repl; 434 InfDivHist; NGOV
Account; 9th DefBn TkOps,; New Georgia Cam-

paign ; Halsev and RBryan, Halsey's S’t()ru ; Rentz,

Hislory.
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watched by the remainder of the NGOF
on Rendova and the barrier islands. Ar-
tillerymen, executing fire missions, noted
that front lines did not move forward.
Landing craft coxswains, returning from
supply runs to Zanana and ILalana
beaches, brought. back reports of the fight-
ing and distorted stories of the Japanese
infiltration raids. All NGOF units knew
that the 172d was stalled in the hills west
of Laiana and that the 169th was under-
strength and fatigued by the struggle
through the jungle. Despite the continual
and intense pounding by three 155mm and
three 105mm gun and howitzer battalions,
which seemed to have leveled all above-
ground installations, the enemy still
seemed as strong as ever and apparently
as disposed to continue the fight. Air
strikes, which included as many as 70
planes, bombed the enemy defenses with-
out apparent results except to strip foliage
from the jungle.

Realization that more Allied troops
would be required had come early in the
campaign. On 6 July, General Hester had
requested, and had been granted, the use
of the 148th Infantry (less one battalion
with the NLLG) as division reserve. The
145th Infantry (also less one battalion
with the NLG) was additionally attached
to Hester’s NGOF. Both regiments were
alerted for possible commitment to com-
bat and, prior to 14 July, were moved to
Rendova where they would be readily
available.

With the addition of two regiments as
NGOF reserve, a needed change in the
command structure became more apparent.
For some time, observers had believed that
General Hester’s 43d Division staff, split
between the two tasks of directing a di-
vision in combat and a larger occupation
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force in a campaign, had been unequal to
the job. Moreover, on the 13th, General
Griswold of the XTIV Corps had some dis-
quieting reports for Admiral Halsey and
General Harmon:

From an observer viewpoint, things are go-
ing badly. Forty-three division about to
fold up. My opinion is that they will never
take Munda. Enemy resistance to date not
great. My advice is to set up twenty-fifth
division to act with what is left of thirty-
seventh division if this operation is to be
successful.!6

Halsey, on 9 July, had directed Harmon
to name a corps commander to take com-
mand of all ground troops on New Geor-
gia. Now, after Griswold’s first-hand re-
port from the front lines, Halsey told
Harmon to take whatever steps he thought
necessary to straighten out the situation.
Griswold and his XIV Corps staff was
ordered to assume command of the NGOF
and Hester was returned to the command
solely of the 43d Division.” All ground
forces, including those of the 37th Di-
viston, now in the NGOF, as well as the
161st Regiment from the 25th Division,
were assigned to Griswold’s command.
The new NGOF leader, requesting a few
days for reorganization, promised a
prompt, coordinated attack. The com-
mand change was effective at midnight,
14 July, a date which happened to coincide
with the long-planned relief of Rear Ad-

% Griswold disp to Harmon, dtd 13Jul43,
quoted in Ncwe Georgiea Campaign, p. 111-39.

17 Among reasons he later cited for recommend-
ing the shift in command, General Harmon noted
that Admiral Turner “was inclined more and
more to take active control of land operations.”
Turner disagreed strongly with Harmon’s recom-
mendation on Hester’s relief as NGOF com-
mander, but Harmon convinced Halsey of the
necessity for this change. Miller, Reduction of
Rabaul, pp. 123-124.
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miral Turner by Rear Admiral Theodore
S. Wilkinson as Commander, IIT Amphib-
ious Force. Turner returned to Pearl
Harbor to take command of amphibious
forces in the Central Pacific.

The addition of tanks and a fresh bat-
talion of infantry to the forces at Lalana
beach buoyed the hopes of the NGOF that
the impetus of the attack could be resumed.
The tank platoon of the 9th Marine De-
fense Battalion had landed on Rendova
with its parent unit, but had not been re-
quired for seizure of the island. The tanks
later moved to Zanana Beach to support
an engineer mission shortly after the
NGOF began its attack. The marshy
ground in the vicinity of the Barike balked
attempts to use armor in support of infan-
try operations, however, so the eight tanks
were withheld from action until Laiana
was taken. Here, it was reported, the
ground was more firm and could support
armored operations.

Forward movement of the 172d Infan-
try in the Laiana area had virtually ceased
when the Marine armor arrived. The en-
emy’s defensive line, a series of pillboxes
dug into the hill mass rising just forward
of the American lines, stubbornly resisted
attack. Infantrymen attempting to push
ahead were driven back by fierce machine
gun fire from the camouflaged positions.
In the hopes that a coordinated tank-
infantry thrust could crack the defenses,
an attack was planned for 15 July.

On the morning of the 15th, three tanks
reported to the 2d Battalion, 172d on the
left, while another trio of tanks moved
toward the 3d Battalion on the right.
Tangled underbrush hid stumps and logs
that hampered attempts to get into posi-
tion, and the drivers had to back and turn
the machines constantly to move ahead.
In the left zone, the first opposition, which
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came from a log and coral emplacement,
was promptly knocked out by 37Tmm high
explosive rounds and machine gun fire.
Two grass bivouac shelters were peppered
with canister rounds ** and nrachine gun
fire, and six to eight dead enemy were re-
ported in each by the 172d’s infantrymen
following the machines.

Further progress was stopped, however,
by enemy machine gun and rifle fire which
began to pour from other camouflaged po-
sitions. The infantrymen sought cover.
The Marine tanks, without infantry sup-
port, were forced to resort to a deadly
game of blind man’s bluff. Hit from one
direction, the tanks wheeled—only to re-
ceive fire from another quarter. By alter-
nating canister with high explosive
rounds, the tankers stripped camouflage
from emplacements and then blasted each
bunker as it was uncovered. Enemy sol-
diers attempting to flee the positions were
killed by machine guns. Opposition grad-
ually ceased, and the infantrymen moved
forward. The advance marked the first
significant gain in several days.

In the right zone, the other three tanks
were also blasting hidden positions which
supporting infantrymen marked with
tracer bullets. At one time the tanks were
under fire from five hidden bunkers and
dugouts. Combat was so close in the thick,
hilly jungle that in several instances the
muzzles of the 37mm guns could not be
depressed enough to engage the enemy
positions. Continually drummed upon by
small-arms fire, and blasted repeatedly by
grenade and mortar bursts, the armor
withdrew after clearing the enemy from
one hill. The 3d Battalion immediately

¥ Short-range 37mm ammunition similar to an
over-sized shotgun shell.
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occupied the positions and set up defenses.
The only casualty suffered by the Marines
in the engagement was one driver injured
when a hidden log jammed its way
through a floor hatch.

On the following day, three tanks with
six infantrymen following each machine
moved around the base of the hill taken
by the 3d Battalion and pushed through
the heavy jungle toward the next hill.
The tanks raked the underbrush with fire
and then pumped explosive shells into the
enemy positions. A number of pillboxes,
dugouts, and enemy shelters were knocked
out. Only rifle and automatic weapons fire
opposed the advance, and the infantrymen
quickly moved forward. In the 2d Bat-
talion zone on the left flank, defenses on
the coast were outflanked by the tanks,
which maneuvered along the shore line
firing at the blind sides and rear of the
bunkers. After nearly 200 yards of prog-
ress, the tankmen discovered they were
without infantry support and returned to
the lines. A second attack was stalled by
heavy mortar fire which drove the sup-
porting infantrymen back to their fox-
holes.

Unprotected by infantry, the tanks kept
firing to the front and sides to keep en-
emy soldiers from attacking. Heavy
jungle growth limited visibility to only a
few yards and restricted maneuver of the
machines. While trying to disengage
from the battle, the tanks were rocked by
heavy explosions, apparently from mag-
netic antitank grenades tossed against the
machines by enemy soldiers hidden in the
dense thicket all about the armor. The
rear machine was blasted twice, and each
of the other two tanks was damaged
slightly by similar explosions. Swiveling
and turning, the tanks fired at every move-

691-360 0—63-——38
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ment in the brush, and, by sweeping the
jungle with canister and machine gun
fire, managed to break clear and crawl back
toward friendly lines.

That night, the 3d Battalion, 108d In-
fantry relieved 2/172 in the left zone and
another coordinated tank-infantry attack
was scheduled. Working all night, 16-17
July, the Marines had five tanks available
for combat. By prior agreement, 30 in-
fantrymen were to accompany each ma-
chine and the tanks were not to move un-
less soldiers supported them. The day’s
attack had hardly begun, however, before
stiff enemy opposition developed. Ma-
chine gun and rifle fire spewed from a
number of concealed positions, and bullets
ricocheted among the infantrymen fol-
lowing the armor. Soldiers, returning the
fire, attempted to locate the emplacements
so that the tanks’ 3Tmm guns could be di-
rected against the enemy.

As the tanks maneuvered toward the en-
emy defenses, the lead machine was sud-
denly sprayed with flame thrower fuel by
a Japanese in acamouflaged position. The
fuel did not ignite, and the enemy soldier
was quickly killed. In such close combat,
however, even nearby infantrymen could
not protect the tanks from hidden enemy
soldiers who suddenly appeared to toss
magnetic grenades on the tanks. The third
machine, hit by such a missile, took a gap-
ing hole near the hull. Two crewmen
were wounded. A hasty look behind them
convinced the Marines that the infantry-
men had fallen behind, and that protec-
tion was gone. Covering each other by
fire, the tanks moved back with one of the
undamaged vehicles towing the disabled
machine.

Although no long gains had been made
in the three-day attack, the commitment
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of armor on the extreme left flank of the
NGOF front had helped wedge an opening
into Sasaki’s defenses. A line of pillboxes
stretching from Laiana beach northwest
for more than 400 yards had been
breached. Typical of the defenses was a
cluster of seven pillboxes which covered a
frontage of only 150 yards, each position
defending and supporting the next. Over-
head and frontal protection consisted of
two thicknesses of coconut logs and three
feet of coral. Skillfully camouflaged, with
narrow firing slits, the bunkers were virtu-
ally a part of the terrain and surrounding
jungle.

TOMONARI REPULSED '

The Japanese counterattack hit just as
the NGOF paused to consolidate its gains,
restore contact and communication, and ef-
fect a reorganization and reinforcement.
Through coincidence or superior combat
intelligence, General Sasaki committed the
13th Regiment at a time when its appear-
ance would provide the greatest shock ef-
fect. (See Map 6.)

Following its arrival at Bairoko and the
move to the plantation area, the T'omonar:
Force scattered in small groups to reas-
semble north of the Barike River area.
Sasaki’s orders to Tomonari were:

The 13th Regiment will immediately ma-
neuver in the area of the upper reaches of

the Barike River; seek out the flank and
rear of the main body of the enemy who

¥ Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from : New Georgia Campaign ;
NGOF Account; 43d InfDivHist; 9th DefBn
WarD, Jul43; SE Area NavOps—I; SE Area
NavOps—II; ONI, Combat Narratives X ; Rentz,
Marines in the Ceniral Solomons,; Zimmer, 43d’s
History.
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landed on the beach east of the Barike River
and attack, annihilating them on the coast.?®

To accomplish this task, Colonel Tomo-
nari was to take over the defensive post-
tions in the designated area and establish
a base from which attacks could be staged.
Colonel Hirata's 229th, with as much
strength as possible, was to coordinate
with the 7/3¢A and attack the American
left flank.

Despite Sasaki’s precautions, however,
the Tomonari Force was observed moving
toward the Barike. On 17 July, the 43d
Division Reconnaissance Troop, screening
the open right flank of the NGOF, re-
ported that a large body of enemy, num-
bering from 200 to 300 men, had been
observed moving toward the rear of the
NGOF. One platoon of the troop at-
tempted to ambush this force but was over-
run. Sasaki’s admonitions to keep contact
notwithstanding, communication between
the Tomonari Force and the 229th was
broken, and the two counterattacks were
never synchronized. On the right flank
of Sasaki’s units, the 3d Battalion, 229th
was kept off balance by the tank-infantry
attacks of the 172d. Farther north, the
169th was in a commanding position and
was able to call down artillery fire on any
observed group of enemy infantry, and
thus effectively forestalled any threat of a
push through the center of the line, Only
the attack from the upper Barike
materialized.

Shortly after dark on the 17th, enemy
troops hit almost simultaneously at the
rear area and beach installations of the
43d Division. Soldiers helping to evacu-
ate wounded were themselves cut down.

2 IC SoPacFor Item No. 702, dtd 13Sep43,
New Georgia DefOpO No. 35, dtd 13Jul43.



MUNDA VICTORY

In a series of sharp skirmishes, Japanese
infiltrators struck at the medical collect-
ing station, the engineer bivouac area, the
43d Division CP, and the beach defenses.
For a short time, the fate of the command
post was held in one thin telephone line.
Although most lines were cut, contact with
the artillery units on the adjacent islands
was still open over one line, and support
was urgently requested. Accurate and de-
structive artillery fire that virtually ringed
the command post was the quick reply. In
several instances, concentrations within
150 yards of the CP were requested and
received. In a matter of moments, the
Tomonari Force was scattered, and al-
though the CP area was under attack all
during the night, repeated concentrations
falling almost within Allied positions kept
any large-scale assault from developing.
In the beachhead area, Army service
units, the 172d’s antitank company, and
the 9th Defense Battalion’s antiaircraft
detachment were also hit. A Marine pa-
trol, investigating the CP situation, re-
turned to report that a body of enemy
infantry of near battalion strength was
moving between the CP and the beach.
Reclaiming two .30 caliber machine guns
from an Army supply dump by piecing to-
gether parts from a number of guns, half
of the 52-man Marine detachment went
forward to set up an ambush ahead of the
advancing Japanese, while the other half
remained behind to man the antiaireraft
defenses. The ambush stopped the first
enemy attack, and, after the Marines fell
back to the beach defenses, the attack was
not renewed. The reason was apparent
the next morning. Two Marines who vol-
unteered to remain behind at the ambush
had effectively stopped the counterattack
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by repulsing four attempts. Only one of
the two Marines survived the attack, which
left 18 enemy dead littered about the guns.

The night of 17 July virtually ended all
Japanese attempts to regain the initiative.
The Tomonari Force, in small groups, ap-
peared from time to time in various areas,
raiding and infiltrating, but was not an ef-
fective threat. Up to the time of the re-
suinption of the NGOF attack, Sasaki still
harbored hopes that he could collect his
scattered forces for another attempt, but
the rapidly-accelerating Allied buildup
nullified all his efforts.

(CORPS REORGANIZATION
AND ATTACK #

A number of Army units were close at
hand for ready reinforcement of the
NGOF lines. These were promptly or-
dered to New Georgia when the Japanese

* Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from: New Georgia Campaign;
New Georgia Combat; NGOF Account; ComAir-
Sols StrikeComd WarD), 2Apr-25Jul43 ; ComAir
New Georgia SAR, 29Jun-13Aug43; 37th InfDiv
Rept of Ops in the Munda Campaign, dtd
25Aug43; 37th InfDiv AR 22Jul-5Aug43, nd.;
37th InfDiv Jul 22Jul-5Aug43; 43d InfDivHist;
(ol Stuart A. Baxter Rept of Ops of the 148th
Inf (-3d Bn) in New Georgia 18Jul-5Aug43, n.d.;
NarrativeRept CbtActivities of 1/148, dtd
13Sep43; 9th DefBn ThOps,; 10th DefBn AR of
TkPlat in New Georgia Campaign, dtd 3Sep43:
11th DefBn WarD, Aug-Sep43, hereafter 11th
DefBw WarD; SE Area NavOps—I; SE Area
NavOps—II; MajGen Oscar W. Griswold Rept to
LtGen Leslie J, McNair, dtd 21Sep43; Robert F.
Kurolevitz, ed., The 25th Division and World
War Il (Baton Rouge, La.: Army and Navy
P’ublishing Co., 1947), hereafter Karolevitz, 25th
InfDicHist; Stanley A. Frankel, The 37th In-
fantry Division in World War II (Washington ;
Tufantry Journal Press, 1947), hereafter Frankel,
37th InfDivHist,; Rentz, Marincs in the Central
Solomons; Zimmer, 43d’s History.
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counterattacked. The 148th Infantry was
on Kokorana when the emergency alerted
that unit at 0100 on the 18th; the 1st Bat-
talion, dispatched immediately, came
ashore at Zanana fully expecting to find
the beach area in enemy hands and the
43d Division CP wiped out. By this time,
however, the serious threat had passed and
when the regiment was assembled, it began
moving to the front lines. Although an
advance party was hit by remnants of the
13th Infantry, the 148th pushed forward
aggressively, cleared the opposition, and
moved into the rear area of the 169th by
nightfall of the 18th.

The 145th Regiment, which already had
one battalion in place as reserve for the
43d Division, reached the rear of the 169th
lines on the 20th. Upon the arrival the
same day of Major General Robert S.
Beightler, the 37th Infantry Division as-
sumed responsibility for the sector and the
169th Infantry was relieved. Colonel Hol-
land, who had directed the 169th in its
capture of the hills overlooking Munda,
returned to command of the 145th. The
169th’s 1st and 2d Battalions, tired and
badly depleted, departed for Rendova for
a needed rest. The 3d Battalion remained
on New Georgia as 43d Division reserve.

The arrival of other units also strength-
ened the NGOF lines. The 161st Infantry,
detached from the 25th Division on Gua-
dalcanal, debarked on the 21st. Attached
to the 37th Division, the regiment moved
into bivouac on the diviston’s right flank.
The remainder of the 103d Regiment
joined the 3d Battalion on New Georgia
on the 21st and 22d of July, and, from that
point on, the 103d (less the 1st Battalion
still at Segi) fought as a regiment. Addi-
tional antiaircraft protection against the
periodic Japanese air raids on New Geor-
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gia and Rendova was provided by a de-
tachment of 4 officers and 140 men from
the Marine 11th Defense Battalion. Alert-
ed early in the campaign for possible com-
mitment, a 90mm battery, angmented by
four 40mm guns and four .50 caliber ma-
chine guns, was sent to Kokorana Island
from Guadalcanal on 18 July.

During the period 18-24 July, while the
NGOF swelled in size as fresh regiments
poured in, the front lines of the New Geor-
gia Force remained static. At this time,
the main positions of the NGOF traced an
irregular pattern through the hilly jun-
gle in a northwest direction from Latana
Beach to the steep hills guarding the
northern approach to Munda. Into this
4,000-yard fronmt, still about three miles
from Munda, General Griswold moved the
two divisions with orders to continue the
attack on the 25th. In the southern sec-
tor, General Hester’s 43d Division had the
103d Infantry (Lieutenant Colonel Les-
ter E. Brown) anchored to the coast with
the 172d Infantry (Colonel Ross) on the
right. In the 37th Division’s zone of at-
tack on the north, General Beightler had
placed the 145th Infantry (Colonel Hol-
land) on the left flank and the 148th In-
fantry (Colonel Stuart A. Baxter) on the
extreme right flank with the added mission
of protecting the right flank and rear of
the NGOF. The 161st Infantry (Colonel
James M. Dalton) was assigned as the in-
terior unit between the 145th and the
148th. To insure a rapid advance, the
frontline units were directed by General
Griswold to bypass all strong points, leav-
ing these for the reserve units to eliminate.

Combat action during the period in
which the NGOF reorganized and rested
was limited. As each front-line unit
moved into place, patrols sought to deter-
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mine the disposition and strength of the
Japanese units to the front. Occasionally,
scattered bands of 13th Regiment’s sol-
diers were encountered, and a number of
confused, short skirmishes resulted. Cas-
ualties to both sides were light.

The NGOF had one advantage. The
ground fighting had been relatively free
of air interference, and most of the bomb-
ing attacks were by friendly planes on
rear area enemy defenses. The Japanese
had attempted but failed in several at-
tempts to locate the NGOF front lines for
a bombing and strafing attack. Segi,
Wickham, and Viru, however, were visited
regularly by nocturnal aircraft which the
troops—conforming to South Pacific cus-
tom—tagged with the euphemisms of
“One-Bomb Bill” or “Washing-machine
Charlie.” Most of the Japanese air at-
tempts, though, appeared to be aimed at
Rendova where the bulk of supplies was
stockpiled. An alert air cover, helped by
antiaircraft batteries, kept enemy planes
at a wary distance.

Air support missions requested by Gen-
eral Mulcahy as ComAir New Georgia
were generally directed at the easily
identifiable targets around Munda field.
Close air support. for troops fighting in
dense jungle had proven impractical with
target designation so difficult.  Air-
ground coordination, struggling against
the handicaps of visibility and communi-
cations, was not helped by the inaccurate
operation maps. Even though gridded,
the photo-mosaics were not precise enough
for such close work, where a slight error
might result in heavy NGOF losses.
Then, too, in the fighting where daily
progress was measured in 200- or 300-yard
gains, the troops were reluctant to with-
draw for an air strike. Soldiers reported
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that when they had pulled back to provide
a zone of safety for air strikes or artillery
and mortar preparations, the enemy sim-
ply moved forward into the abandoned
area and waited for the bombing or artil-
lery to lift before moving back into their
original positions in time to defend against
the expected ground attack.

Requested support missions were flown
by Strike Command, ComAirSols. The
New Georgia support was in addition to
the repeated bombing and strafing strikes
at enemy shipping and airfields at Kahili,
Ballale, Vila, Enogai-Bairoko, and Bou-
gainville. The planes flew cover for task
groups and friendly shipping as well,
During the period 30 June to 25 July, the
start of the corps offensive in New
Georgia, the Strike Command squadrons
flew 156 missions involving 3,119 sorties.
In addition to more than four million
pounds of explosives dropped on enemy
installations, the ComAirSols planes
counted 24 enemy ships sunk and another
28 damaged. A total of 428 fighter planes
and 136 bombers were reported as de-
stroyed by ComAirSols pilots. Strike
Command losses in the Central Solomons
during the period were 80 planes.

The final push on Munda promised the
hardest fighting of the campaign. Be-
tween the NGOF and its objective were
more than 4,500 yards of low but steep
hills, irregular and broken, densely cov-
ered with tropical rain forest, and laced
with enemy defenses. Reports of the pa-
trols and observation of bunkers already
taken indicated that the enemy soldiers
were dug in and covered by low, two-level
camouflaged coral and log emplacements
with deadly interlocking fields of fire.
Trenches bulwarked by coconut logs con-
nected the bunkers. NGOF soldiers were
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well aware that the enemy would have
to be routed from these positions and that
resistance until death was standard prac-
tice. Further, the soldiers knew that the
enemy often abandoned one bunker to man
another, and then, after the first bunker
had been overrun, returned to defend it
again. An area gained in attack during
one day had to be cleared of infiltrators
the following day.

Prior to the 25 July attack by the NGOF,
an attempt was made by Marine tanks to
crack the hill complex south of Laiana
Beach and bring the 43d Division units on
a line with the 37th Division. Withdrawn
from further engagements in that sector
after the 17 July attack, the 9th Defense
Battalion tanks were sent into action again
on the 24th. An artillery preparation
prior to 0700 pounded a 100-yard zone in
front of the lines before the armor moved
out from the lines of the left battalion of
the 172d Infantry. Repulsed by a strong-
ly defended position in that sector, the
Marine tanks tried again from the adjoin-
ing battalion of the 103d Infantry on the
left. Although several pillboxes were
knocked out, the tanks were forced to with-
draw after one machine was blinded by
hits on the periscope. Two other ma-
chines sputtered with engine trouble
caused by low-octane fuel and overheat-
ing. The withdrawal was made under fire,
the disabled machine under tow by an-
other.

Another point of tenacious defense was
met by the 161st Infantry. Dalton’s reg-
iment, attempting to move up to the line
of departure, was told that only two pill-
boxes were to his immediate front. A re-
inforced platoon, making the initial at-
tack, knocked out the two pillboxes but
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then uncovered another network of forti-
fications. A strong company was sent in-
to the area. Two more pillboxes were
knocked out, but 12 more were uncovered.
At this point, the regiment moved in and
knocked out these strong points before
discovering more pillboxes. At last, with
the 25 July attack impending, the regi-
ment bypassed the fortifications and
moved up to the line of departure. But
before the pocketed strong point was re-
duced, “it took the combined efforts of
two battalions, 3,000 rounds of 81lmm mor-
tar fire, the use of tanks, and the passage
of seven day’s time.” 22

As General Griswold’s NGOF poised
for the final make-or-break assault on
Munda, his adversary was forced to face
the contest with a dwindling stack of
chips. XIV Corps intelligence officers es-
timated that General Sasaki had lost about
2,000 troops, including 1,318 counted dead,
of the more than 4,500 which he had avail-
able earlier.® His biggest gamble had
failed—matched and beaten by a larger
reserve. The 73th Regiment had now fil-
tered back toward Munda to take up de-
fensive positions to the northeast. The
main units of the 229tk Regiment, which
had so bitterly contested the advance of
the NGOF from the Barike, had taken
steadily mounting casualties. Nearly cut
off from the rest of the command by the
pressure of the NGOF attack, the 229th
took up final positions in the Munda hills,
the battalions and companies considerably
intermingled. General Sasaki, hoping to
avoid some of the pounding aimed at Ko-
kengola Hill, moved his headquarters from
the airfield to the plantation north of 1t.

# 37th InfDiv Ops, op. cit., . 4.
# USAFISPA IntelRept No. 27, dtd 24Jul43.
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With the worsening situation in New
Georgia came new realization and uneasi-
ness that Japanese positions in Bougain-
ville would be as quickly overrun. A sea-
plane carrier protected by five destroyers,
trying to reach that island on 22 July, was
attacked by a force of 16 dive bombers, 18
torpedo bombers (all from VMTB-143),
and 16 heavy bombers which stopped the
reinforcement effort cold. Only 189 men
out of 618 Army personnel] aboard the car-
rier survived. Also lost were 22 tanks,
heavy equipment, guns, fuel, and ammuni-
tion destined for the Central Solomons de-
fenders. The destroyers, however, man-
aged to land some troops.

Sasaki continued to hope for reinforce-
ments, but the Allied clamp on Kula Gulf
was too tight. The only major unit to
reach New Georgia was the understrength
230th Regiment, a remnant from the Gua-
daleanal withdrawal. Only about 400 men
reached Munda, and these were put into
the final defense around Kokengola Hill.
The pincers movement of the NGOF and
the concentrated shelling and bombing
counted toward making the Central Solo-
mons situation doubtful, but the blockade
of Kula Gulf by Allied destroyer forces,
torpedo boats, and night and day air pa-
trols was perhaps the telling factor. “Con-
sequently,” the enemy was forced to admit,
“the fate of the Munda sector became a
matter of time.” 2

General Sasaki, a realist, confessed that
the Allies had complete material superior-
ity and that a sustained push by the
NGOF would collapse his command. Al-
though he was envious of his opponents’
artillery, communication, and large land-
ing boats, he was critical of the NGOF
soldier—who, he said, advanced slowly,

* SE Area NavOps—II, p. 32.
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failing to take advantage of his strength
and equipment:

They awaited the results of several days’
bombardments before a squad advanced.
Positions were constructed and then strength
increased. When we counterattacked at
close quarters, they immediately retreated
and with their main strength in the rear
engaged our pursuing troops with rapid fire.
The infantry did not attack in strength, but
gradually forced a gap and then infiltrated.
Despite the cover provided by tank firepower,
the infantry would not come to grips with
us and charge. The tanks were slow but
were movable pillboxes which could stop and
neutralize our fire.25

The defense of the airfield had also de-
pleted Sasaki’s forces. The Japanese sol-
dier, fatigued and muddy, was forced to
fight in some instances on only one rice
ball a day. Xept irritated and sleepless
by the constant bombardment, the Munda
defender was gaunt, weary, and hungry—
but still determined. Despite the hard-
ships, morale was high and the Japanese
soldier was “prepared to die in honor, if
necessary.” ¢

The NGOF attack, now corps-size,
opened on 25 July when five-inch shells
rained upon the Munda area from seven
destroyers. At 0630, heavy bombers be-
gan dropping 500-pound bombs and fol-
lowed up with a rain of 120- and
300-pounders. Next came flights of tor-
pedo bombers and scout bombers which
dropped 2,000-pound and 1,000-pound
bombs. In all, 171 planes took part in the
saturation bombing of the area paralleling
the entire front lines, Special attention
was given to defensive positions in the

® CIC SoPacFor Item No. 877, dtd 2Dec43, SE
DetComdRept to Seventeenth Army CofS, late
Jul43.

*CIC SoPacFor Item No. 1026, dtd SFeb44,
Translated Enemy Diary.
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hills near the lagoon and the heavily de-
fended strong point in the center of the
Japanese defensive line, which the NGOF
troops called Horseshoe Mountain because
of its U-shaped appearance. Bibolo Hill,
guarding Munda, was also worked over.
(See Map 6.)

As the attack began, Japanese air units
attempted to retaliate. At 0930, a flight
of from 60 to 70 enemy fighters bore down
on New Georgia, but the air cover provided
by ComAirSols held off the attack. Ad-
ditional Allied fighter planes, hastily
scrambled from Segi’s newly completed
airstrip, arrived in time to discourage a
second attempt by the enemy planes.

NGOF artillery, firing parallel to the
front lines, lashed the area to be attacked;
and, with this awesome display of fire-
power to pave the way, the NGOF regi-
ments began to move forward. One Jap-
anese soldier, astounded by the volume of
shelling, wondered, “Are they intending to
smash Munda with naval and heavy artil-
lery 2”2 In the 43d Division sector, the
9th Defense Battalion tanks were called to
rescue troops of 3/103 held up by a strong
point. Aided by a flanking movement of
the 172d’s 2d Battalion, the tanks slashed
through the rear of the enemy positions
facing the 103d, and the Japanese hastily
abandoned their positions to flee toward
the next line of hills, Elements of the
103d then pushed toward the relatively
clear plantation area between Lajana and
Munda. The advance was about 500
yards. The 3d Battalion of the 169th then
moved out of reserve positions to fill the
gap between the 103d and the 172d.

The main effort of the first day’s attack
was made in the 37th Division zone. The
145th Infantry, the left flank unit, held

“ USAFIPSA IntelRept No. 40, dtd 260ct43.
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its positions in order to straighten the
NGOF lines, while the 161st and 148th
pressed the attack. Stiff resistance from
the defenders of Horseshoe Mountain held
the 161st to a slight gain, but the 148th
easily advanced about 600 yards against
occasional fire from small outposts. By
nightfall, the NGOF had pressed itself
against the Japanese front lines.

Marine tanks were in support of both
divisions the following day. A newly ar-
rived weapon making a first appearance in
the fighting, the flame thrower, was com-
bined with tanks from the 9th Defense
Battalion to crack a belt of 74 pillboxes
on a 600-yard front which faced the 103d
and 172d regiments, The day’s attack put
the 43d Division well into the rear of the
Laiana defenses. Farther north, the 145th
continued to hold fast while the 161st at-
tempted to crack the resistance to the
front. A fresh Marine tank platoon, six
of the machines from the 10th Defense
Battalion, was committed to action in an
attempt to clear the Horseshoe Mountain
defenses.

After a five-hour struggle against the
thick jungle and steep terrain, a total of
14 pillboxes had been demolished. The
tanks, crashing through a thick under-
brush tangled by fallen logs and stumps,
finally located the enemy fortifications
near a large clearing. Infantry support,
however, was often pinned down by mur-
derous enemy fire, and the tanks were
forced to twist and turn, pivot and back-
track, to keep enemy riflemen from assault-
ing the machines with magnetic grenades.
Three tanks were knocked out and aban-
doned before the Marine tankers could
disengage from the furious fighting. The
strong point remained, however, only par-
tially silenced. That night, close-in artil-
lery fire ringed the abandoned tanks so
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that enemy soldiers could not. use them as
pillboxes.

Oun the far right, Colonel Baxter’s 148th
Infantry continued to drive ahead against
only slight resistance, advancing another
800 yards the second day. The move, how-
ever, put the 37th Division far ahead of
the 43d Division. To siraighten the lines,
the next attack effort would be directed
against the enemy in the south. If the
103d and 172d could press past the open
south side of the Horseshoe Mountain de-
fenses, the penetration might relieve the
pressure on the central portion of the
NGOF line.

Marine tanks were to spearhead the 43d
Division attack in the south on the 27th,
but. the advance had hardly started be-
fore the lead tank wags blasted by an anti-
tank gun. Confusion resulted. The first
tank, with casualties among the crew,
stalled. As it started again and attempted
to back up, it rammed the second tank. A
third tank was hit immediately by anti-
tank fire. As a fourth and fifth machine
moved up, one was blasted by magnetic
mines and the other, after raking the
jungle with machine gun fire, was also dis-
abled by a grenade. All machines, how-
ever, by mutual fire assistance, managed
to limp back to friendly lines. But the
day’s attack virtually ended the combat
efficiency of the 9th Defense Battalion tank
platoon. Of the eight machines bronght
ashore, five had been disabled that day, a
sixth had been disabled previously, and
two others were under repair. Four tanks
were reported deadlined permanently. In
addition, the platoon had a number of
drivers and crewmen killed or wounded.

Progress along the line on the 27th had
been slight, for two localized strong points
continued to hold up the advance. The
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43d Division still faced a rugged defen-
sive area in the south which repeated tank-
infantry assaults had failed to dent, and
the 37th Division was hung up against
the Horseshoe Mountain line, kingpin of
Sasaki’s resistance. To XIV Corps ob-
servers, it. was plain that the capture of
either strong point would result in the
downfall of the other.

On 28 July, 3/103 followed four Marine
tanks into attack on the coast area after a
30-minute mortar and artillery prepara-
tion. The attack proved to be the finest
example of tank-infantry tactics of the
campaign. With the machines guarded
and supported by the infantry, the bat-
talion advanced in a series of spurts. For
the first time, the tanks were operating
over relatively flat and open terrain with
dry footing. Enemy opposition began to
falter, then dwindled rapidly, as the at-
tackers rushed ahead. Even three direct.
hits by antitank guns on the lead tank
failed to stop the attack. The enemy gun
emplacement was overrun a few moments
later. Completely routing the enemy in a
500-yard advance, the infantrymen took
up defensive positions while the tanks con-
tinued to range ahead. One tank was hit,
but managed to limp back to the lines.
The day’s advance had completely broken
the Japanese defenses in the south.

In the north, the 161st jumped off in
an attack without prior artillery prepara-
tion and caught the enemy unawares. In
a brief skirmish, the 161st occupied a ridge
which had held up the advance for two
days. At this time, the attention of the
NGOF was suddenly drawn to the right
flank where the 148th had abruptly found
As Colonel Baxter rue-
fully admitted later: “Don’t forget, being

itself in trouble.
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too aggressive can often get you into as

much hot water as doing nothing.” #
Baxter’s regiment ushing ahead
[} bl

against weak and scattered opposition, had
reached the Munda-Bairoko trail, but in
so doing had opened a hole between the
148th and 161st. With two battalions in
the attack, the 148th had been unable to
plug the gap, and, as at the Barike River
earlier, alert Jupanese soldiers quickly in-
filtrated. That night, the rear supply
dump of the 148th was under determined
attack by an enemy force of considerable
size. Support troops managed to beat off
a three-sided enemy assault by using ration
boxes and supply cartons as barricades,
much in the manner of frontier wagon
traing under attack by Indians. Elements
of the 148th, which had reached as far as
Bibolo Hill west of the airfield to confirm
indications that the enemy was abandoning
that front, now rushed back to the defense
of the supply dump. In this instance, the
148th virtually had to fight its way to the
rear as about 250 Japanese in small bands
with machine guns and mortars, probably
remnants of the Tomonar: Force, harassed
the unit for three nights. The 148th
reached the supply dump and established
contact with the 161st before turning about
to resume the attack toward the northern
part of Bibolo Hill.

Although the 43d Division, now under
the command of Major General John R.
Hodge who had relieved General Hester,
continued to push forward along the coast
in rapidly increasing gains, the center of
the NGOF continued to be snagged on the
enemy defenses on Horseshoe Mountain.
First break in the barrier came on 30 July
when the 172d attacked and occupied a
small ridge complex southeast of the main

* Baxter Rept, op. cit., p. 16.
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defenses. The following day, 31 July, the
169th attacked and completed the reduc-
tion of the southern anchor of the Japa-
nese strong point. The advance, however,
still failed to break the Horseshoe de-
fenses.

On 1 August, the 43d Division punched
through to the outer taxiway of Munda
airfield. The move put the Allied force
almost in the rear of Sasaki’s last strong
point, and enemy resistance on Horseshoe
Mountain suddenly dissolved. The air-
field defenders had at last succumbed to
the steady pressure of the NGOF.

The withdrawal had been ordered after
the New (Georgia Defense Force had be-
come steadily weakened by lack of ammu-
nition, food, and additional troops. Al-
though a few destroyers managed to make
Kolombangara, practically all Japanese
transportation and supply lines had been
strangled. On 29 July, an officer courier of
the Zighth Fleet had arrived at Munda to
relay to Sasaki the order to fall back to the
line of hills ringing Munda for a last-ditch
stand. The airfield was to be defended
even at the price of Kolombangara. Rein-
forcements would come. Following in-
structions, Sasaki pulled what scattered
elements he could find back to his last de-
fense. As the campaign drew to a close,
his line was held by the 229tk Regiment
on the south part of Bibolo Hill with the
undermanned 230tk Regiment on Koken-
gola Hill. On the extreme left flank were
units of Tomonari’s 13th Regiment®
Remnants of the 84 CSNLF were com-
bined with Army units for a last-ditch
stand.

At the close of the fighting on 2 August,
the 43d Division was perched on the last

®» ZoPacFor POW InterrogationRept No. 140,
dtd 24Nov43.
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low row of hills overlooking Munda air-
field, and the 37th Division was gradually
tightening the lines around the northern
part of the airfield. The following day,
Hodge’s troops captured the sonthern part
of Bibolo Hill while the 37th Division
moved cautiously but swiftly through iso-
lated pillbox areas northwest of the field.
The 148th, reaching the Munda-Bairoko
trail once more, ambushed a large force of
enemy fleeing the area. (See Map 7.)

As the two divisions resumed the attack
on 4 August, the only opposition facing
the 43d Division came from Kokengola
Hill in the middle of the airfield. While a
rain of artillery and mortar shells blasted
the hill, Marine tanks from the 10th and
11th Defense Battalions roamed about the
airfield, flushing snipers and blasting
rubble-hidden fortifications. The tanks
from the 11th Defense Battalion had been
hurriedly dispatched to take part in the
assault of the airfield after the 9th Bat-
talion’s tanks had been deadlined. Alerted
on Tulagi since 30 June, the Marine tank-
ers reached New Georgia on 3 August, just
in time to join the final attack.

North of Munda, while the 145th
mopped up the last shreds of opposition,
the 161st and 148th Regiments plunged
rapidly through to Diamond Narrows.
Tn that final drive, the 37th Division sol-
diers staged a slashing, stabbing charge
that overwhelmed all outposts. That
night, the last shots fired were those sent
after Japanese trying to swim to islands
across the Narrows.

The following day, 5 August, tanks of
the 10th and 11th Defense Battalions—ac-
companied as a courtesy gesture by the
sole remaining operational tank of the
9th Defense Battalion—made five sorties
over the airfield. The only fire received
was from Kokengola Hill, and this the
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Marine tanks quickly squelched with
37Tmm rounds. At 1410, the airfield was
officially declared secured, and Allied
troops took over the enemy fortifications
ringing the war prize which had taken
more than a month of bitter combat to ob-
tain. Along the blasted and cratered run-
ways were hulks of 30 enemy airplanes,
some still in revetments. All were
stripped of armament and instruments.
None would ever fly again. Japanese
supplies, including tasty tinned foods,
beer, sake, and rice gave triumphant in-
fantrymen a change from the weary rou-
tine of combat rations.

Beach defenses were strengthened the
next day, and grimy soldiers bathed,
washed clothes, and rested from the tough
grind of battle. Patrols, ranging far to
the north, reported no opposition. The
patrols’ only result was the capture of one
forlorn Japanese soldier, whom one officer
described as typical of the enemy who
were thwarted in their attempts to hold
their precious airfield: “Injured, tired,
sick, no food, dirty torn clothes, little am-
munition and a battered rusty rifle.” 3
For both victor and vanquished, the cam-
paign had been hard.

The fall of Munda almost coincided
with another disaster which heaped addi-
tional misery upon the Japanese. Ina be-
lated and ill-fated attempt to help Sasaki
hold the Central Solomons, the Seven-
teenth Army at Bougainville organized
two well-equipped infantry battalions, bol-
stered by the addition of artillery and au-
tomatic weapons. The troops were taken
from the 6tk and 38th Divisions. The re-
inforcement unit started for New Georgia
on the night of 6 August in four destroy-
ers. As the ships steamed through the

%1/148 Rept, op. cit.
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north entrance of Vella Gulf trying to
make Kolombangara, an ambush set by an
Allied force of six destroyers (Com-
mander Frederick Moosbrugger) struck
suddenly. In a matter of moments, three
of the Japanese destroyers were in flames
and sinking. The ambush in Vella Gulf
resulted in the loss of 820 Army troops and
700 crew members in a single stroke. It
was the last attempt by the Japanese to
reinforce the Central Solomons.

Munda’s capture was marked by the
commitment of the 27th Infantry from
Major General J. Lawton Collins’ 25th
Diviston. Augmented by division support
troops, the regiment joined the NGOF on
2 August and took over the mission of
guarding supply and communication lines
along the 37th Division’s right flank.
After Munda was taken, the 161st. Infan-
try reverted to 25th Division control and
joined the 27th Infantry in a new push to-
ward Kula Gulf.

With hardly a pause at the airfield, the
two regiments pivoted north to complete
the rout of all enemy forces in the area
between Diamond Narrows and Bairoko
Harbor. Only spotty resistance was en-
countered, for imcreased barge activity re-
vealed that the Japanese were feverishly
trying to evacuate the scattered remnants
of the New Georgia garrison. After two
weeks of locating and eliminating Japa-
nese positions north of Munda, the 27th
Infantry declared iis zone secured. The
161st, meanwhile, had advanced toward
Bairoko after knocking out enemy strong
points on two jungle peaks. The final
ground action on New (Georgia came on
25 August, when the 161st Infantry com-
bined with Liversedge’s force to attack the
harbor area from three sides—only to find
that the Japanese had just completed evac-
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uation of the area. All organized enemy
resistance on the island was ended.

RENDOVA: FINAL PHASE ®

During the period that NGOF soldiers
slogged their way through jungle mud on
the way to the airfield, the Rendova force
settled into a routine of firing artillery
missions and combatting enemy air raids.
After the initial units of General Hester’s
force departed for New Georgia, the har-
bor at Rendova became the focal point for
all reinforcements, supplies, and equip-
ment moving into the Central Solomons.

During July, daily transport shuttles
from the rear echelons on Guadalcanal
poured a total of 25,556 Army, 1,547 Navy,
and 1,645 Marine troops into Rendova for
eventual commitment in New Georgia.
Additionally, the beaches at Rendova and
its offshore islands became piled high with
rations, oil and lubricants, ammunition,
vehicles, and other freight, all of which
found its way tothe NGOF.

This bustling point of entry—with
troops unloading and stockpiles of mate-
rial lining the beaches—was a tempting
target to the Japanese. The Rendova air
patrol of 32 fighter planes constantly fly-
ing an umbrella over the island drained
the resources of ComAirSols, but, at the
same time, was a successful deterrent to
enemy attacks. During the New Georgia
campaign, only three enemy hits were

3 Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from: 9th DefBn Rept to
ComMarDefGruSols, dtd 5Juld3; 9th DefBn
OpRept; 9th DefBn AA Ops.; 9th DefBn Infor-
mal CbtRept New Georgia Campaign, dtd
9Sepd43; Oth DefBn Narrative Hist 1Febd42-
14Feb44, dtd 2May44; 155mm Gun Gru, 9th
DefBn Work Sheets, 18Jun-21Jul43, dtd 130ct
43; 11th De¢fBn WarD; ONI, Combat Narra-
tives X.
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registered on ships in the harbor by bom-
bers or torpedo bombers, and only one hor-
1zontal bombing attack was able to close
on Rendova dnring the daylight hours
when the fighter nmbrella was on station.

Playing 2 major role in the defense of
the harbor, the 90mm batteries and the
Special Weapons Group of the 9th Defense
Battalion shot down a total of 24 enemy
planes during the month of July. For
the Marine antiaircraft crews, the defense
of Rendova was virtually an around-the-
clock operation which was a deadly con-
test of skill between enemy and defender.
The Japanese tried all methods of attacl,
including hitting the target area with
planes from various directions and alti-
tudes simultancously. Since large areas
of the search radar screens were blocked
by mountaing on New Georgia, this ap-
proach route became the favorite of the
Japanese pilots. Warnings for attacks
from this direction were so short. as to be
almost, useless, so Marines were forced to
keep at least one 90mm battery manned
continually with fire control radars con-
stantly in operation. The Marines found
that early in the campaign the enemy pi-
lots dropped their bomb loads as soon as
they were fired upon or pinpointed by
searchlights.  Later attacks, however,
were pressed home with determination,
and only well-directed shooting deterred
them.

Marines also had a prominent part in
the artillery support of the NGOF. After
registering on Munda field prior to the
NGOF overland attack, the Marine 155mm
guns began a systematic leveling of all
known enemy installations and bivouac
areas. Since the exact location of the
NGOF front lines was ill-defined most of
the time, the Marine group left the close-
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support. firing missions to Army 105mm
units which were much nearer to the com-
bat. The Marine guns were directed in-
stead against rear installations, supply
and reinforcement routes, and targets of
opportunity.

Most. of the firing missions were re-
quested by NGOF headquarters with cor-
rections directed by aerial observers or
spotters at the 43d Division observation
post. The Marine group had notable suc-
cess interdicting supply dumps, bivouae
areas, and enemy positions in the immedi-
ate vieinity of Munda field. Cooperation
hetween air spotters from the 192d Field
Artillery Battalion and the 155mm Group
of the 9th Defense Battalion reached such
a high state of efficiency that missions were
fired with a minimum of time and adjust-
ment. The Marines were occasionally re-
warded by the sight of towering columns
of smoke, indicating that a supply or am-
munition dump had been hit.

Ammunition problems plagued the 155-
mm batteries, On the 13th of July, just as
the NGOF stalled against General Sasaki’s
defenses, an ammunition restriction was
placed on the Marine batteries and the
number of rounds expended dropped
abruptly. After four days of limited fir-
ing, all shooting was stopped entirely
while the NGOF reorganized in New
Georgla.
this interval was on 20 July in answer to
an emergency request to keep Japanese
troops from moving back into an area
which had been shelled and neutralized
previously. The ammunition limitation
resulted from powder becoming wet and
unserviceable in containers broken from
much handling. Further compounding
the difliculties was the fact that during the
period of ammunition scarcity, 11 miscel-

The only mission fired during
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laneous lots of powder were used which
resulted in varying initial velocities. Ma-
rines could only gness from one shot to
another whether the shell would be over
the target. or fall short.  When the powder
situation was remedied and the 43d and
37th Divisions began the final drive for
Munda, the Marine gunners, now experi-
enced field artillerymen, returned to fir-
ing accurate missions.

After the fall of Munda, the 9th De-
fense Battalion began the move to New
Georgia to help defend the newly won
prize. Antiaircraft batteries were placed
around the airfield and 155mm gun posi-
tions established on offshore islands and
at Diamond Narrows, The 9th was re-
lieved on Rendova by the Marine 11th De-
fense Battalion, which moved to that is-
land from Gunadaleanal to take part in the
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final stages of the Central Solomons fight-
mg.

Although the capture of Munda was es-
sentially an Army operation and the num-
ber of Marines participating was propor-
tionately small, the contributions of the
Marine Corps tanks, artillery, and antiair-
craft units were essential to the success of
the operation. Their exploits are an in-
tegral part of the story of the campaign.
A handful of Marine tanks spearheaded
most of the successful attacks; and even
thongh handicapped by the rugged ter-
rain, the armored vehicles were usually
the factor which tipped the balance to the
Americang’ favor. Victory at Munda was
won by inter-service teamwork — one of
the frequent examples of coordinated
Arniy, Navy. and Marine Corps effort in
World War I1.
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