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miles. Besides,thedistancein mileswas
not a realisticindicationof theproblems
the Marinesfaced in the thick jungle.
Currinknewthe job wouldbe muchtoo
toughfor a singlecompany.Theenemy
situationhadchangedsinceAdmiralFort’s
plansweremade,and therewasnow a
largerJapaneseforce in the Viru area
withpatrolsactiveat Nono. Currinfelt
that if his menlandedin theirrubber
boats at Nono they would be “sitting
ducks” for the ,Japanese.sWithin an
hourandahalf,AdmiralForthadradioed
hisapprovalof themodifiedplan.

At 2000on2’7June,theMarinesboarded
theirrubberboatsand startedpaddling
theeightmilesto Regi, Currinand his
staffleadingthewayintwolargeMelane-
sianwarcanoes.AsoneMarinedescribed
the trip:

It was a weird moonless night with black
rubber boats on black water slippingsilently
through the many islands of Panga Bay.
The trip was uneventfulexcept for one scare.
It came just before reaching Regi, while
lying offshore waiting for word from native
scouts who had gone ahead to make certain
no Japanesewere in the village. Due to the
sudden appearance of a half moon which
began to cast a sickly reflection, a small is-
land appeared to be an enemy destroyer.g

Thescoutscamebackwithan“allclear,”
and,by0100,allhandswereashore,andthe
rubberboatswerebeingtowedback to
Segi by nativesin the war canoes. At
dawn,the battalionfollowedthe scouts
into the junglewith CompanyO in the
advanceguardfollowedby theheadquar-
tersgroup!andwithCompanyP furnish-
ingtherearguard.

Thereweremanysignsof ,Japanesepa-
trols, but they indicatedsmallscouting

sCurrin ltr.
“Batterton, “You Fight by the Book,” p. 16.

partiesratherthan forces large enough
toofferdeterminedopposition.Cuminin-
structedhis Marinesto meet Japanese
harassmentwithforcesnolargerthanab-
solutelynecessarysothatthemaincolumn
couldcontinueto advance.TheMarines
wouldhaveto fightagainsttimeif they
wereto reachViru Harboron schedule
andsilencethe,Japanesecoastalgunsbe-
foreAdmiralFort’slandingforcesentered
the harbor.

The Marines’battleagainstthe New
Georgiajunglebeganjust outsideRegi
wheretheforce encountereda mangrove
swamptwomileswide. Therewasnosuit-
ablewayto skirtthisobstacle,sothecol-
umn struckout throughit. The first
enemycontactwasa five-manpatrolthat
cameinoffasidetrailandapparentlysur-
priseditself as well as the Marinesby
stumblingintotherearpartyof theraider
battalion.The3dPlatoonof CompanyP
killedfourof thesemeninabriefskirmish
beforeresumingthemarchwiththerest
of the column. At 1115anotherenemy
grouphittherearguard,andfiveMarines
attheendof thecolumnwerecutofffrom
themainbodyasCompanyP drovethese
~Japaneseoff withrifleandmachinegun
fire. Thefivemen,evadingtheJapanese
butunabletocatchupwiththecolumn,re-
turnedto the landingsite and paddled
backto Segiin a nativecanoetheyfound
onthebeach.

In all,theforcemadeaboutsixmilesthe
firstday. Theterraingrewmoredifficult
astheMarinesmoveddeeperinland,and
the advancebecamemoreof an up-and-
downclimbthana march. ‘Theraiders
bivouackedin a tightperimeter,atetheir
K rations, and huddled under their
ponchosthroughouttherainynight. Re-
alizingthatthe slow going wouldkeep
himfrommakinghisassaulton schedule,
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Currinsenttwo nativerunnersbackto
Segiwithamessagefor AdmiralFortthat
theraiderswouldbe a daylatein reach-
ing Viru. Kennedyhadtroublecontact-
ing the RussellIslands,and whenthis
messagegot through,the landingforce
was already underway toward Viru
Harbor.

On thesecondday,Currin’sforcecov-
eredsevenmilesof the difficultterrain,
andwasforcedto makethreecrossingsof
themeanderingChoiRiver,now swollen
andswift from theheavytropicalrains.
At about1400,justastiherearguardcom-
pleteditsfirstcrossingof theChoi,itdrew
fire from 30 to 40 Japanesein positions
on therightflankof theadvance.Cap-
tainAnthonyWalker,commandingCom-
panyP, sentFirstLieutenantDevilloW.
Brownwith a reinforcedplatoonof 60
mento dealwiththisenemyforce. The
Marineslocatedtheenemydugin on the
crestof a hill some300yardsfrom the
trail. Theraiderswastedno time. With
one squadin positionfor coveringfire,
the othertwo squadswentup the ridge
by infiltration,firing as they climbed.
Eighteenenemydeadwerefound,butfive
raiders had been killed and another
woundedintheattack.

Buryingtheir deadand carryingthe
woundedman,Brown%menpushedonto
catch Currin>scolumn. The battalion
crossedthe Choi River again,skirteda
largeswamp,andthenhaltedforthenight
justaftercrossingtheChoifor thethird
time. ThereLieutenantBrownandhis
platoonrejoinedthe battalion. Colonel
Currin tried to report.his positionto
Guadalcanal,but his radio failed him.
Thebattalioncommandercouldonlyhope
thatthemessagehe hadsentvia runner
and Kennedyduringthe previousnight

wouldkeep the transportsfrom sailing
into rangeof the enemy’s3-inchcoastal
gun beforetheraiderscouldget to Viru
andsilencethatweapon.

As Currin’sforce movedout on the
morningof 30 June with a full day’s
marchremainingbetweenit andits ob-
jective,CommanderStanleyLeith’sViru
OccupationUnit in the 170p?cins,KiJty,
and CrosbyedgedtowardViru Harbor
and the Japanesegun which Currin’s
force wasto havesilenced. Leith,how-
ever,hadreceivedroundaboutwordthat
Currinwasgoingto be a daylatein his
attackat Viru. Remainingcloseby in
casetheMarineswereintrouble,theAPDs
at0730camewithinrangeof theenemy’s
3-inchgun,andtheshellsbegansplashing
allaroundtheships.

Leith withdrewto the harbormouth,
wherehe steamedback and forth until
1000. Then, with Admiral Fort’s ap-
proval,he withdrewfromViru areaand
thenextdayputthelandingforceashore
at Nono. Thesetroops,underthe com-
mandof CaptainRaymondE. Kinchof
CompanyB, 103dInfantry,would go
overlandto Viru, as Currinwas doing.
FromViru,Major Hara reported tO @n-
eral Sasakiat MundaPointthathe had
repulsedan attemptedAmericanland-
ing.10

Earlyon30June,theraiderbattalion
reachedthe trail fork from which one
routeextendedsouthtowardTombe.Cur-
rin had plannedto send one platoon
againstTombe. Theenemyoppositionof
thepreviousdays,however,andthefact

‘0Hara was, it seems, vague as to his orders.
Sasaki, with American troops landing at Ren-
dova, had previously ordered Hara to return to
Munda. CIC SoPacFor Item No. 702,New Geor-
gia DefOpO “A” No. 11,dtd 30Jun43.
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thatenemypatrolsworkingthejunglebe-
tweenViruandSegiPointcouldreinforce
thisvillagemorequicklythantheycould
Tetemara,promptedCurrinto increase
thesizeof theforeeattackingtheeast side
of theharbor. Two platoonsfrom Com-
panyP (LieutenantsBrownandRobert
J. Popelka)withCaptainWalkerincom-
mandwereassignedthismission.Theat-
tackat,Tombewouldbemadeindepend-
entlyof theassaultatTetemara.

CurrinmovedontowardTetemarawith
a smallerforcethanhehadoriginallyin-
tended. For the menwith Currin,this
day’smarchwastheworstyet. Theymet
noenemy,but,bymid-morninghadtoford
theViruRiverandthenstrugglethrough
mountainousterrain—ruggedj ung 1e
ridgesalongthecourseof theTits River
which they crossedlater in the day.
Going was slow for the men weighted
downwitharms,equipment,andammu-
nition,andtherewasbutanhourof day-
lightremainingwhentheycameoutof the
bushon the bankof the MangoRiver.
Fifty yards wide, deep and swift, the
Mangowas a formidableobstacle. But
theMarinesclaspedhandsandmovedout,
thehumanchainsnakingtheforceacross
theriver.

Beyondthe Mango,the Marineswere
caught by darknessand a mangrove
swamp. Water,knee-to-waist-deep,hid-
ingtwisted,snakelikerootsunderthesur-
face,trappedtheraiders. In a matterof
minutes,the columnwasstalledas men
foughtto keepcontactwith eachother.
However,“tree-light”— phosphorescent
woodfromdeadlogsandtrees—waspro-
videdby thenativeguidesandre-estab-
lishedcontact. With eachmancarrying
a pieceof thisdimlyglowingwood,and
guidingon the piececarriedby theman
ahead,the columnclosedup andmoved

out. Fourhourslater,theMarineswere
outof theswampandfacingthelasthalf-
mileof steepslopeto therearof Tetemara
Village. Wearyraidersstruggledup the
slickandmuddytrail,fallingexhaustedat
thetopof theridgeaftercrawlingontheir
handsand kneesthe last 100yardsof
nearlyverticalslope.

Ontheeastsideof Viru,Walker’sforce
bivouackeda shortdistancefromTombe,
and at 0900on the morningof 1 July
launchedits attack. Thesurpriseassault
killed13Japanese,scatteredtheremain-
derof thesmallgarrison,andcarriedthe
positionatnolossto theraiders.Thefir-
ing arousedtheenemyacrosstheharbor
at Tetemara.Whentheyrushedout in
theopen,theywerebombedandstrafedby
six planesfrom VMSB–132andVB–11.
The strikehadbeenrequestedby theair
liaisonpartyatSegiandapprovedbyGen-
eral Mulcahy in his headquartersat
Rendova.It wasthefirststrikeloggedin
the new records of CornAir New
Georgia.”

Currin’sforce,movingalongthehigh
groundoverlookingTetemara,heardthe
explosionsandfiringduringtheairstrike,
but the junglescreenedthe planesfrom
view.12Fifteenminuteslater,Currinat-
tackedthevillage. WithFirstLieutenant
RaymondL. Luckel’sCompanyO in the
lead,the raidersmoveddownthe slope,
thenfannedout in an attemptto confine
theJapaneseto an areaborderedby the
harborandthesea. Luckel’smachinegpns
wereattachedto hisassaultplatoons,and
withthehelpof thisadditionalfirepower
theadvancecontinuedslowly. A fewout-

11ComAirSolsStrikeComdWarD, 2Apr-
25Ju143; CornAirNewGeorgiaSAR,29Jun–
13Aug43.

“ Currinltr.
691–360O—63—6
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guardpositionswereoverrunbeforethe
Marineswereforcedto haltundersteady
firefromtheenemy’smainlineof defense.

Advancewasslow and sporadic,with
long periodsof silencebrokenabruptly
by a seriesof short,sharpfirefightslast-
ingonlya fewminuteseach. In anhour,
theMarineshadgainedabout100yards.
Decidingthata buildupfor an envelop-
mentaroundhis left flankwasdevelop-
ing, Luckelcommittedhis 3d Platoonto
thatflank,andtheadvancecontinued.By
1305,theMarineshadreacheda lowcrest
of groundfromwhichtheterrainsloped
awaytowardTetemara.

The bottled-upenemy,realizingtheir
predicament,beganwithdrawingtoward
thenortheastwithmuchfranticyelling.
.~ntieipatinga banzaichargein an at-
temptto breakthroughtheMarine’slelc
flank,Currindispatchedhisslimbattalion
reserveof the3dPlatoonandtwosections
of machinegunsfromCompanyP to the
aid of CompanyO. The reinforcements
arrivedjustin time. In amatterof min-
utes,thehopelessrushof theenemywas
broken,andthe Marinesbeganto move
forwardagainstspottyresistance.The3-
inchgunwascaptured,Tetemaraoccupied,
andthe few remainingJapaneseflushed
out of caves and jungle hiding places.
Currin’sforcecounted48enemydead,and
captured,in additionto the 3-inchgun,
the four 80m ~gunsandeightdual-pur-
posegunsof theVirugarrison,aswellas
16machineguns,food,clothing,ammuni-
tion,andsmall-boatsupplies.EightMa-
rineswerekilledin theattack.

Evenwhilethefightingwasinprogress,
threeLCTSsailedinto the harborwith
gasoline,oil,andammunitionfor thepro-
posednavalbase. Theyremainedsafely
offshoreuntilTetemarawassecured,and
thencamein to clroptheirrampsandun-

load. Threedayslater,on 4 July,Com-
pany B of the 103dInfantrystruggled
into Tombeafter an enervatingmarch
overlandfromNono. On10July,aftera
newgarrisonforcecameintoholdandde-
veloptheViruarea,theraidersreturned
to theiroldcampatGuadalcanal.13Seiz-
ureof Viruhadcostthebattalion13killed
and15woundedoutof an originalforce
of 375officersandmen.

MajorHara’sViru garrisonforce lost
a totalof 61killedandanestimated100
woundedinthedefenseof TombeandT~t-
emara. Anotherestimated170escaped
intothejungle. Hara’sforce,underorders
fromtheSouthemt Detachmentto return
to Munda,marchedovertheruggedjun-
gletrailsandreachedtheairfieldabout19
July,justintimeto takepartin thefinal
defenseof thatarea.14

SECURIiVGVANGUNU‘5

Anotherside show to the mainNew
Georgialandingin the Mundaareawas

‘3Because of the length of the Viru Harbor
operation, the 4th Raider Battalion missed be-
ing available for the Rice Anchorage landing of
Liversedge’s 1st Marine Raider Regiment. The
4th Raiders’ place at Rice Anchorage was taken
by the 3d Battalion of the 145thInfantry. Cur-
rin’s battalion, after a short rest at Guadalcanal,
joined the Liversedge force on 18 July.

14SE Area NavOps—11,p. 34; CIC SoPacFor
Item No.702,New GeorgiaDefenseOpOA No.44,
dtd 19Ju143.

15Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from : New Georgia Campaign;
TF 31 ltr, dtd 22Jun43,op. cit.; TG 31.3OpOAL
10--43,op. cit.;TG 31.3 LoadingOs 14, op. cit.;
4th RdrBn SAR, op. cit.; Capt James E. Brown
ltr to CMC, dtd 6Mar51; Col Lester E. Brown,
USA, ltr to Maj John N. Rentz, dtd 19Mar52;
RAdm George H. Fort ltr to Maj John N. Rentz,
dtd 30Jan52; Maj Earle O. Snell, Jr., ltr to CMC,
dtd 16Feb51; OhTI,CombatNarrutioesX; Rentz,
Marinesin the Central f$olomons.
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thetakingof VangunuIslandforthepur-
poseof establishinga basealongthesup-
plyroutebetweenthelowerSolomonsand
themaintargetarea. Pre-landingrecon-
naissancerevealedIhat,the islandwould
notbesuitablefor airfieldconstructionas
plannedearlier. It couldbetakenwitha
relativelysmallforce, however,because
it was not heavilydefended. Thus, it
wouldbeaneconomicalprizefortheAllies
withthepromiseof ausefulwaystationat
WickharnAnchorage,a shelteredharbor
tuckedbehindcoral reefsbetweenVan-
gunuandneighboringGatukaiIslandto
theeast. (SeeMap4.)

An amphibiousscoutingpartysentto
Vangunuin mid-,Juneradioed.4ilmiral
Turner’sheadquarterson the 20th,con-
firmingreportsthatthe,Japanesehadnot
reinforcedtheislandandthatbeachesat
OloanaBayonthesouthsideof theisland
couldaccommodatethelandingof a rein-
forcedbattalion.AdmiralFortwasthen
directedto occL~pytheislandwitha small
force on 30 ,June. His D-Day landing
wouldnotbe a completesurprise.Japa-
nesesentriesspottedthe amphibiouspa-
trol andreported“enemysurfaceforces”
in theWic.khamarea;all unitswerecau-
tionedtobeonthealert.l~

Ashislandingforce,FortselectedLieu-
tenantColonelI.esterE. Brown’s2d Bat-
talion,103dInfantryRegiment;Battery
B (90mm), 70thCoastArtillery(Antiair-
craft) Battalion;and half of the 20th
NCB. To augmentBrown’ssoldiers,Ad-
miralFort alsoassignedthatportionof
the +tthMarineRaiderBattalionwhich
hadnotgoneto SegiPointandViruHar-
borunderLieutenantColonelCurrin.The
raiderbattalion’sexecutiveofficer,Major

‘eCIC SoPacFor Item No. 641, 8th CSNLF
RadLog, 4-22June43.

,JamesR. Clark,commandedtheseunits
which includedCompanyN (Captain
EarleO.Snell,,Jr.), CompanyQ (Captain
WilliamL. Flake),a demolitionsplatoon,
andaheadquarterscletachment.Foradd-
ed firepower,BatteryB (105mmhowit-
zers) of the152dFieldArtilleryBattal-
ion, and a specialweaponsgroup from
BatteryE (40mmand.50caliberantiair-
craft ~mns)of the 70thCoastArtillery
BattalionwereaddedtotheWickharnAn-
chorageforce.

Theplancalledfor theMarinesto land
beforedawnat OloanaRay fromAPDs
SchleyandMcKean,contactthescouting
partystill on Vangunu,anclestablisha
beachhead.A firstecl~elonof Armytroops
wouldland over this beach30 minutes
laterfromsevenLCIS,followedby a sec-
ondandfinalechelonof Armytroopsland-
ingfrolllsel~ellLS’I’S at. 1000. From010-
anaIkLy,Brolvn’sforce wouldmovein-
land to widenthe beachheadline while
CompanyE, 103dInfantry,reinforced
withthebattalion’s81n~mmortars,skirted
along the beacheastward towardVura
Bay, reportedas the mainenemybase.
Nativescoutsoperatingfromthebaseof
coastwatcherKennedynearSergi Point
had reportedthat there were approxi-
mately100Japaneseat thispoint.

After a rendezvousat PurvisBay off
Florida Island,Fort’s transportssailed
north beyondthe RussellIslandsand
reachedthe debarkationareaoff Oloana
Bayat 0230on 30June. Thescoutshad
placedmarkerson the beachand were
showinga signallight,buttheshipsar-
rivedin themidstof sucha heavydown-
pourthattheseaidscouldnotbe spotted.
Ki~h ~vin& puta bothersome chop on the

sea, and the APDs and landingcraft
pitchedandtossedastheMarinesgroped
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theirwayoverthesideto preparefor the
“blind” landing. The bestradarin the
taskforce wasan old modelin Admiral
Foti’s flagship, the destroyer-mine
sweeperT~eve~,butit wasnotableto fix
thepositionof theforceaccuratelyinrela-
tionto thebeach.

AdmiralFortcalledoff thelandingun-
tiltheweathercleared,oruntildawnwhen
the beachcould be seen,but the APDs
eitherdid not receiveor misunderstood
theseordersandwentaheadwiththeland-
ing. Thewholeoperationbecameaclassic
exampleof how not to landtroopson a
hostilebench.At 0345,whileinthemidst
of debarkation,theAPD commandersde-
cidedthattheirshipsl~adnot beencor-
rectly positioned,so they moved 1,000
yardsto the eastandcentinuedthe op-
eration. The moveaddedto the confu-
sion,sinceit forcedthe landingcraft to
crosspathswiththesevenLCIS,resulting
in thoroughdispersionof the landing’
craft just as they wereheadingtoward
thebeach. Regainingcontactprovedim-
possibleandthecoxswainshadto do the
besttheycouldontheirown. Nothaving
beengivenanythingbuta generalcourse
to thebeach,theylandedin widelysepa-
ratedspotsalongsevenmilesof theVan-
gunucoast. Six boats,butno men,were
lostinthepoundingsurf.”

“ Admiral Fort commented on this passage;
“The chief lesson here is to obey orders! The
APDs acknowledged for this order, and I was
amazed to learn later that they had landed the
Marines or that the Marines had agreed to land
undercircumstancesthat would insure . . . fail-
ure. The Army troops in the LCIS obeyed the
order—landed in perfect order as planned with-
out any difficultywhatever. The Marines strag-
gling ashore hours later would not have been of
much help had there been much resistance.”
VAdm George H. Fort comments on draft MS,
dtd 30ct60.

Twoboatscarryingthe1stand2dPla-
toonsof CompanyQ managedto stayto-
gether,buttheyheadedin thewrongdi-
rectionandfinallygroundedona reefap-
proximatelysevenmileswestof Oloana
Bay. Thecraft whichcontainedSecond
LieutenantJamesE. Brown)s1stPlatoon
managedto clearthereef,butin doingso
lostitsrudder.Marinestiedbucketstothe
endsof linesandthenguidedtheboatby
trailingthesebucketsasternandpulling
onthelineslikereins. Theboatcarrying
SecondLieutenantEricS.Holmgrain’s2d
Platoonbroachedto in the surf on the
reef. Holmgrainandhismenwadedand
swamnearlytwomilestoshoreandsetup
a local defenseuntildawn. Brownre-
mainedjust off shorewith his platoon
boated. The next morning,Holmgrain
hikedhisplatoonalongthebeachtoward
OloanaBay whileBrownsteeredalong
thecoastwithhisbuckets.TheMcKean
spottedthis craft and sentout a sound
boatinwhichBrownfinishedhistrip.

TheotherscatteredMarinesmetnoop-
positionand were able to regroup at
OloanaBay. Therethe first wavesof
soldierslandedincalmerseasat0’i’005fol-
lowedbytheremainderof theforcewithin
anhour. Theamphibiousscoutsreported
to ColonelBrownthattheJapanesegar-
risonwasnotatVuraasexpected,butwas
insteadoccupyingKaeruka,a smallvil-
lageabout1,000yardsnortheastof Vura
Bayonanothercoastalindentation.Colo-
nelBrownimmediatelyissuedneworders,
designatingthe mouthof the Kaeruka
River as the objective,and just before
08007thedrenchedforcemovedout. Com-
pany~ retainedits originalmissionof
capturingVuravillage. Therethisforce
wouldholdupandpreparetogivemortar
support to the other units attacking
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Kaeruka.CompaniesF andGof the103d,
alongwithMarineunitsandeightnative
guides,wouldswinginlandalonga coast-
watchertrail,whichit wasbelievedhad
notbeendiscoveredby theJapanese,and
assembleonhighgroundsomesevenmiles
from the beachhead.This hilly terrain
wouldgivetheattackersanattacklineof
departurejusteastof theKaerukaRiver
and700yardsfromthevillagewherethe
~Japanesewerecamped.Artillerymenand
Seabeeswould hold the beachheadat
Oloana.

At Vura village,CompanyE met 16
enemyarmedwithtwolightmachineguns,
butthemortarsquicklyknockedoutthis
opposition.The companythenprepared
to supporttheotherattackingforcewhich
hadtodealwithamoredifficultmarchand
strongerenemydefenses.

Thedrivingrainhadturnedthecoast-
watchertrailto slickmudandtheVura
and KaerukaRiversinto shoulder-deep
torrents. Swimmersstrungropesacross
thesestreamsandtheMarinesandsoldiers
thenmanagedto cross,eachmanpulling
himselfalongtheropes. Brown’sforcefi-
nallyreacheditslineof departureat1320.
BythistimeallscatteredMarineunits,in-
cludingthetwoplatoonswhichgrounded
on thereefsevenmilesfrom thelanding
beach,had rejoinedtheirparentcompa-
nies,muchto thegratificationof Colonel
Brown:

This in itself was a considerable feat be-
cause some of the landing boats had gone
ashore far down the coast . . . and the Ma-
rines were all heavily laden with weapons
and amrnunition.ls

Theattackjumpedoffwithoutprepara-
toryfires. Therainhadputallradiosout
of commission,andColonelBrowncould

‘8L. E. Brown ltr, op. cit.

notcontacteitherVurafor mortarfireor
OloanaBay for artillerysupport. The
Marines,commandedbyMajorClark,and
thesoldiersmovedsouthfrom theirline
of departureat1405.(ln theright,Com-
panyQ (raiders)guidedonthemeander-
ingKaerukaRiverwithorderstocrossthe
riverfarthersouthto turntheleft flank
of the enemy. CompanyN (raiders)in
thecenterdrovestraighttowardstheJap-
anese;andontheleft,CompanyF of the
103dInfantrymovedtopositionfor apar-
tial envelopmentof the Japaneseright.
The 103d’sCompanyG, in reserve,stood
readyto exploitanyweaknessintheJap-
anesedefensesandtoprotecttheAmerican
flanks.

Off CompanyQ’s right, the Kaeruka
Rivermadea 300-yardlooptotheeastbe-
fore turningsouthagainto flow 300or
400yarclsintothesea. Thislongbendin
theriverpartiallyenclosedtheJapanese
campon thecoastandmadethestream,in
effect,a majorobstaclefacingtheMarine
companies.FifteenminutesaftertheMa-
rinesmovedfromtheirlineof departure,
CompanyQbegintodrawfirefromenemy
riflemenhiddenin treesandcamouflaged
spidertraps.lsAs theMarinesdeployed,
theymetheavierfirefromJapaneseposi-
tions acrossthe river. At 1445,Major
Clarktold his raidercompaniesto cross
theriver,reducetheopposition,andthen
attackthemainenemypositions.

Marinesof CompanyQ struggleddown
theslipperybankof theriver,crossedover
andclimbedtheotherside. ButtheJapa-
neseconcentratedso muchrifle andma-
chinegunfireonthecrossingsitethatonly

‘gIndividual foxholes of kneeling or standing
depth covered by “lids” camouflaged to conceal
the position from observation even at short
range.
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onesquadof CompanyNmanagedtocross
beforetheattackwascalledoff. Contact
betweenthesoldiersandMarineswasnow
broken,and whilethe two Marinecom-
paniesattemptedto tie together,patrols
weresentoutto re-establishcontactwith
theArmycompanies.

Ontheleft,soldiersof CompanyF tried
to enveloptherightof severalJapanese
machineguns which they encountered
shortlyafter startingthe attack. This
maneuverfurtherbrokecontactbetween
the soldiersand CompanyN. Colonel
BrownthensentCompanyG to fill the
gap. Thereservecompanymovedalmost
directlysouthtowardthe beachmeeting
onlyscatteredopposition.Althoughboth
flanksof theAmericanadvancehadlost
contact,withthecenterunit,thisunhandy
tacticalmaneuversplittheJapaneseforce.
As CompanyG movedthroughthe gap
betweenCompaniesN andF andreached
thebeach,it placeditselfsquarelyin the
enemyrear,and the ,Japaneseopposing
theMarinesandCompanyF gavewayin
disorder.

Resistanceinfrontof CompanyQfaded,
andCompanyNmovedupquicklythrough
thejungleto exploittheconfusionof the
enemyanddrivethemto thesouthwest.
The Marinecompanies,oneon eachside
of theriver,thenpressedon to thebeach
belowthevillageof Kaeruka.Thesoldiers
of CompanyF alsoreducedtheopposition
facingthem,reachingthe beachshortly
thereafter.TwelveMarineswerekilled
in theactionand21wounded;Armycas-
ualtiesnumbered10killedand22wound-
ed. One hundredxnd twenty,Japanese
deadwerecounted.

As ColonelBrowndisplacedhis con~-
mandpostforwardfrom thelineof de-
parture,MajorClarkestablisheda perim-
eterdefensealo]]gthe beacheastof the

river. CompanyG, theraiderdemolition
platoon,and CompanyQ dug in facing
seaward.CompanyNtiedinonCompany
Q’srightflankextendinginlandalongthe
eastbankof theKaerukaRiver. Soldiers
of CompanyF closedtheperimeterwith
a linewhichfacedinland. Patrolswere
setouttomopupanybypassedenemy,but
darknessforcedthesemenbackto thepe-
rimeterbeforeanycontactcouldbemade.
Intermittentenemymortarfireexploded
insidetheperimeterandalongthebeach
duringtheearly part of the night,and
Japanesemachinegunsharassedthenorth-
ernportionsof theperimeter,butno at-
temptatpenetrationwasmade.

At about0200,theAmericanforcehit
a jackpot. Defendersreportedthreeen-
emybargesapproachingthebeach. This
wasevidentlyasupplyrun,bringingfood
andreinforcementstoaJapanesegarrison
whichno longerexisted. As the barges
movedout of the darknesstowardthe
beachareanearthejunctionof thedemo-
litionsplatoonandCompanyG, theymet
anoverwhelmingreception.A concerted
burstof rifleandmachine~gmfiresetthe
threebargesfounderinganddriftingout
of control. TheJapanesecalledout,evi-
dentlybelievingthey were being fired
uponby friends,andfor a timedid not
returnthefire. Thebargescontinuedto
drift towardthebeach,andCompanyQ
addedriflegrenadesto thesmall-armsfire
thatthe otherunitsalongthebeachdi-
rectedintothelandingcraft. TheJapa-
nesefinallyreturnedthe fire,anda few
enemy soldiersjumped overboardand
splashedashore.Thedemolitionsplatoon
killed thesewith hand grenades. One
barge sank offshore and the others
broachedto in the surf. The fightwas
overin half anhour,and109of anesti-
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mated120Japanesewere dead.20Two
Marinesandonesoldierwerekilled.

The choiceof beachdefense,madein
half darkness,withoutthe aid of maps,
wasparticularlyfortunate.Unknownto
MajorClark,thebeachwastheonlypos-
siblelandingpointin theentirearea;and
an unsuspectingenemyhad pickedthat
nightto resupplyandreinforcehis gar-
rison. TheJapanese“hadwalkedblindly
intoa hornet’snest. For theMarines,it
waslikefillinganinsidestraight.” ‘1

The next morning (1 July) patrols
searchedfor theremnantsof theJapanese
garrisonandlearnedthatthemaingroup
of Japanesesurvivorswasdiggingin at
ChekePoint,a bulgeof shorelineabout
500yardseastof theKaerukaRiver. De-
spitethesuccessof thedefensethenight
before,ColonelBrownmarchedhis force
backtowardVuruvillagesinceheconsid-
eredit a moresuitabledefensiveareaand
his troopscouldbe moreeasilysupplied.
Moreover,ChekePointwasreadilyidenti-
fiablefromtheair,andartilleryfirefrom
(lloanaBaycoupledwithairstrikescould
neutralizethepositionwithconsiderable

WFive of 11 Japanese who survived this en-
counter were later killed in the Kaeruka area.
Six others who escaped made their way along
the coasts of Vangunuand New Georgia to Rice
Anchorage on northern New Georgia. There
they later met the same demolitions platoon in
another action, in which five were killed and
one captured. .jth RdrBn WarD.

21Rentz, Marines in the Central Solomons, p.
50. Another possible explanation is that the
Japanese w7ere collecting scattered outposts.
CIC SoPacFor Item 702, New Georgia DefOpO
A No. 11, dtd 30 June states: “The Wiekham
Butai in large landing barges will collect the
lookouts from the West Harbor and North Har-
bor and the Barike Butai and return to Munda
around the north coast of Vangunu and New
Georgia Islands.”

savingof lives. A fewJapaneseharassed
thecolumnwithlong-rangefirefromma-
chine guns and a 37mmgun, inflicting
somecasualties,but the enemymadeno
organizedcounterattack.

Froma newperimeteratVura,Brown
sentout patrolsandorganizeda coordi-
natedattackon ChekePoint. By this
time,withthehelpof Seabees,the105mm
howitzersof the152dFieldArtilleryBat-
talionwereinposition,andafterregister-
ing on ChekePoint,firedall day2 July.
In theafternoon,AdmiralFort’sflagship
addednavalgunfireto thepounding.On
the morningof the 3d, 18 SBDSfrom
Com.4irNewGeorgiastageda strikeon
ChekePoint whileBrown’sforce moved
forward. Kaerukawasreoccupiedwith-
outashotandevenChekePointwastaken
withlittleoppositionsincethebombard-
mentshadforcedtheJapanesetoevacuate
thearea. Brown’sattackkilledsevenJap-
aneseand destroyedsupplyand ammu-
nitiondumpswhichhadbeenoverlooked
earlier.

on 4 July,theMarines,detachedfrom
ColonelBrown’sforce,wentbackto O1o-
anaBayonLCIS. Theretheyresteduntil
8 Julywhentheyweresentacrossto Ga-
tukaiIslandeastof Vangunuto lookfor
some50to 100enemytroopswhichnatives
reportedwereholdingthatsmallisland.
The MarinespatrolledGatukaifor two
daysbutdidnotlocateanyJapanese,al-
thoughbivouacareasattestedto recentoc-
cupation.AfteronenightbackatOloana
Bay,theMarinesreturnedto Guadalcanal
on 12Julyto rejointheremainderof the
battalionwhichColonelCurrinhadjust
broughtbackfromtheoperationat Segi
PointandViruHarbor. Casualtieswith-
in MajorClark’soriginalforceof 18offi-
cersand350mentotaled14deadand26
wounded.
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BEACHHEADAT RENDOVA22

Allied occupationof Segi on 21 June
providedtheclincherto a Japaneseerror
injudgment:TheNewGeorgiadefenders
weresetto repelan invasion;nightand
dayAllied radiotrafficandreportsof a
troopandtransportbuildupintheGuadal-
canalareahadconvincedthemthatanat-
tackwasimminent.To interceptsucha
move,the Japaneseassembledtheir air
attackforcesatBuinanddeployedto de-
fendtheCentralSolomons.Then,when
the occupationof Segi occurredwithout
furtherimmediatebuildup,theenemywas
positivethattheoperationwasonlyalim-
itedinfiltration,andthatthe abruptde-
clineof radiotrafficmeanta curtailment
of furtherplans. On26Junetheairfleet
wasorderedtoreturntoRabaul.

22Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from: CinCPac Ops in the
P(IA, Jun43, dtd 6Sep43; IntelSec, SoPacFor
Objective Rept 25–13, New Georgia Gru, dtd
15Feb43; SoPacFor PhotoInterpretationU Rept
No. 41,dtd lDec42, and Rept No.67,dtd 26Dec42;
New Gewgia Campaign; 3d MarDiv Observers
Rept Rendova and Munda (Col George W. Mc-
Henry, LtCol John T. L. D. Gabbert,LtCol J. M.
Smith, Jr. ), dtd 9Sep43; 9th DefBn Rept to
ComMarDefGruSols, dtd 24Jun43; 9th DefBn
Rept of Ops, dtd 2May44, hereafter 9th DefBn
Op.sRept; 9th DefBn Informal CbtRept New
Georgia Campaign,dtd 9Sep43; oth DefBn Nar-
rative Hist ll?eb42-14Apr44, dtd 2May44; 9th
Defl?n AA Ops; 9th DefBn OPO 543, dtd
24Jun43; SEAreaiVavOps-I; 15’EAreaNavOps—
11; Maj Wilson F. Humphreys Itr to CO, 14th
DefBn, dtd 25Ju143;LtCol Francis M. McAlister
ltr to CG, ILIAC, dtd 7Aug43; LtCol Wilbur J.
McNenney Rept on New Georgia Ops to CG,
IiMAC,dtd 17Ju143; LtCol Henry H. ReiclhnerJr.,
ltr to CMC, dtd 27Feb51; Capt Michael Taylor
ltr to CMC,dtd 9Feb51; LtCol Wright C. Taylor
ltr to CMC,dtd 4Mar52; ONI, CombatNarratives
X; Rentz, Marines in the Central flolomon.s;
Sherrod,MarAir.Hi&.

This strategybackfired. A Japanese
submarinespottedTurner’staskforcenear
Gatukaionthenightof the29th,but,be-
foretheJapanesecoulddeterminethesig-
nificanceof the submarine’sreport,Vila
andBuinwererockedby navalbombard-
mentsand Turner~sforce wasdropping
anchorin RendovaBay. The attacksat
Vila and Buin were a diversiononly,
plannedto placestrikingunitsinposition
toprotecttheRendovalanding.Thebom-
bardmentswereconductedin a driving
rainwhichshieldedtheretirementof the
cruisersand destroyers.Unfortunately,
the poor weatheralso cancelleda Fifth
Air ForcestrikeatRabaulwhichwassup-
posedto cripplefurthertheJapanesepo-
tentialto lashbackat theNewGeorgia
landings.

The RendovaoperationcasttheJapa-
nesecommandintheroleof apoorsecond-
guesser:

The next enemy counter-offensivewas es-
timated in various ways and a series of
measures was taken to meet the situation.
However, we hardly anticipated that the
enemy would first occupy the small islands
across from Munda at the time of the inva-
sion of Munda and that they would proceed
with their operations under the cover of
heavy guns on these islands. Therefore, the
landing on Rendova Island completely baf-
fled our forces.23

For the Rendova-boundattackers,the
movementfromGuadalcanalwasunevent-
ful. Thetaskforcestreamednorthfrom
Koli Pointat1545onthe29th. Screened
by destroyers,thesix transportsandtwo
APDs sailedin a doublecolumnnorthof
theRussellsbeforeturningwestandthen
northwestagaintoheadupBlancheChan-
nel. Shortlybeforedawn,thesamewea-
ther front whichshieldedthe bumbard-

23SE Area iVavOps-11, p. 26.
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mentforcescoveredtheinvasionfleet,and
troopsaboardthetransportshadonlyhazy
glimpsesof the rain-drenchedvolcanic
peakv-l~icl~identifiedRel~do~a.(SeeMap
II, MapSection.)

Theinvasionsitewason tl~enorthend
of Rendova,ahaunch-shapedislandnear-
ly 20mileslongand8mileswide. Moun-
tainousanddenselywooded,Rendovawas
a fittingcounterpartto theotherislands
in thegroup. Fewof themarshybeaches
alongitsotherwiseirregular,steepcoast-
line couldbe usedas landingsites,and
mostof theshorelinewasfouledby coral
patches.Theisland’sbestanchoragewas
RendovaHarbor,acovethree-fourthsof a
milewideancloneandone-halfmileslong,
protectedby a.barrierof threesmallis-
lands. The covehadtwo deep-wateren-
trancesand pre-landingreconnaissance
teamshad designatedtheeasternof the
two as the funnelfor the ship-to-shore
landingmovement.

Whiletheescortingdestroyerstookup
their screeningpositions—theJenklm,
(bin. Radford. Buchanan, andFarenholt
echelonedat 1,000yard intervalsto the
northwestandtheillcCalla,l?alpl~Talbot~
andWoodworthblockingBlancheChan-
nelto theeast—thetransportsbeganun-
loading. TroopsfromtheMcCaw7ey,A.l-
gorab, Lib~ayandPresidentAdamswere
to landon theeastbeachof thecove;the
troopsfromthePresidentHayesandPres-
identJaelsonwouldgo ashoreonthewest
beach.

At 0640,onlyminutesafterarrivingat
debarkingstations,the transportshad
landingcraftloweredandheadedtoward
thebeach3,000yardsaway. Throughthe
slotbetweentheoffshoreislets,theboated
troopscouldseeRendovaLMountainand
therelativelyflatareaof theLeverBroth-

ers plantationat its foot whichwasthe
landingarea. Therewassomemomentary
confusionasthefloodof boatshittheen-
(rance;butquicklyformingintocolumns,
thelandingcraftplowedontowardshore.
As theboatsscrapedto a halt,disorgan-
izedenemymachinegunandriflefirefrom
theplantationareagreetedthedisembark-
ingtroops.

Thiswasthefirstindicationthatplans
hadbeenfoulecl-up.CompaniesC andG
of the l’i’2dInfantry,scouttroopscalled
“Barracudas,”were supposedto have
landedfromtheAPDs Dent andWaters
anhourearlier,securedthebeachhead,and
thenprovidedacoveringforcefor thefirst
waveof troops. The enemyresistance,
obviously,wasevidencethatthebeachhead
hadnotbeentaken.TheBarracudas,n~is-
sing the rain-obscuredbeaconfires,hacl
clrifteclsome10milesdowntheRendova
coastbeforelanding.Then,rmlizingthat
theyhadmissedthedesignatedbeach,they
reembarkedand headedllpshoretoward
thecove. Theyarrivedintimetolandun-
c)pposeclovera beachsecuredby soldiers
of the103d,Seabeesof the24thNCB,and
Marinesof the 9thDefenseBattalion.

The amphibiousmaneuverwas not a
classic. Thebeachheadhadnotbeenex-
pandedbeyond15yardsor so,andin this
confinedspace,soldiers,Seabees,andMa-
rinesmilledaboutinthemidstof agrow-
ing mountainof supplies.Onlythefirst
wavehadbeencoordinatecl.After that,
eagercoxswainsrushedbackto thetrans-
portsfor additionalloads,andtheship-to-
shoremovementbecamean uncontrolled
race. To addto theconfusion,an occa-
sionalenemymachinegunnerwouldspray
thelandingareafromtheinteriorof the
plantation,drawingill returna flurryof
uncontrolledshotsfromriflemenonshore
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andautomaticweaponsfromthelanding
craft. Eventually,combatpatrolswere
organized,and soldiersof the 103dancl
l’72dbeganto push inlandin skirmish
lines,flushingsnipersandhiddenmachine
gun nests.

Thelandingareahadnotbeendefende{l
in anygreat,force.z4Sporadicanddesul-
toryfirehadbeentheenemy’sonlyresist-
anceto the invasiol~.Althoughwnrned
earlierof thepossibilityof a landing,the
Rendovagarrisol~hadgonebackto sleep
andawoketo findaninvasionfleetin its
frontyard. Toolatetodefendtheharbor
in force,mostof thegarrisonfledto the
hills to escapelaterto Mundaby canoe.
Wet batteriessilencedtheenemyradios,
and contactwith Mundacotdclnot be
made. Thefirstwarningtheairfieldde-
fendershadof theinvasionacrossthechan-
nel wasa messageflashedby lightsand
flaresfromalookoutstationona,promon-
torysouthof theharbor, After inflicting
ninecasualties,includinga facewoundto
thecommanderof the172dInfantry,Colo-
nel DavidNT.M. Ross,the ,Japanesede-
fendersfinallyfled the plantationarea,
leaving65deadbehind.

Theendof groundresistancemarkedthe
end of enemyeffortsto dislodgethe in-

24The original Rendova garrison consisted of
150 members of the ‘7thCon?patiV,22WhReYi-
mejlt augmented by 76 men from a Kure 6th
iYNLFsignal detachment, In mid-June, 18 un-
armedengineersmoved to Rendova under orders
to complete a torpedo boat base before the end
of the month. Total defenders: 224. CIC
SoPacFor Item ATO.702, New Georgia DefOpO
“A” No. 8, late Jun43; USAFISPA G-2 POW
Interrogation Rept No. 105, dtd 4Aug43; CIC
SoPacFor Item N’o. 632, 1st New Georgia Area
13utai0 No. 3, dtd 5Aug43. The garrison had
been weakenedby malaria and other sicknesses,
however,andprobablynumberedabout140.

vasionforceuntiltheairfleetsatRabaul
couldget intoaction. GeneralSasakiat
Mundacouldofferonlyslightopposition.
Intermittentshellfirebeganto registerin
the transportareaand aroundthe de-
stroyersshortlyafter the invasionwas
launched,butonlytheG?oim,washit. Two
veteransof Glmdalcanalsea action,the
Buch((nan andtheFmenho(t, tookl~pthe
challel~geandfiredshellsbackatsuspected
points,meanwhilechangingdirectionand
speedsothattheJapanesebatteriescould
not registeron them. It wasestimated
thatsevengunsweresilenced,butthede-
stroyerscreenandtheJapanesecontinued
thesporadicexchangethroughouttheun-
loadingactivities.

It wasa frustratingexperiencefor the
Mundadefenders:

Because of insufficientprelmrations and in-
stallations,our navalgunscould not engagethe
enemy. Because of the range, the mountain
gUUSwere not able to fire against the enemy.
Therefore, our unit was in the predicament
that the enemylanded in broad daylight while
our unit watchedhelplessly.zs

While soldiers of the 103d ancl lT2d
pressed inland against spotty resistance,
the establishment of a base of operations
began in the continual downpour of rain.
Unenthusiastic infantrymen were o~ga-
nized as working parties to sort and dis-
perse the jumbled piles of ammunition,
rations, lubricants, and other materials.
The mushrooming dumps of supplies ac-

centuated the fact that an insufficient
beach control party and working party
had been provicled, and that too high a
priority had been @ven to barracks bags,

‘sSmxNteenth Armv Ops—1,p. 1,5.Evidently
Sasaki’s naval guns and artillery, nlthough un-
:lble to register :ic(wrately on the invasion fleet,
fired at random hoping for a lucky hit.
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officers’locker boxes,tents,chairs,and
otherpersonalcomfortitems.2a

As the unloadingcontinued,cargo-
stagingareasturnedinto seasof mud
throughwhichtruckschurnedandskid-
ded. The road throughthe plantation
areasoonbecameaquagmirewhichcaught
andheldall wheeledvehicles. Tractors
wererequiredtoextricatethem. Culverts,
whichhadbeenjudgedstrongenoughto
supportheavytraffic,crumbledunderthe
weightof loadedtrucksandincreasedthe
difficultyof movement.Finally,onlythe
wide-treadprimemovers,theamphibian
tractorsof the9thDefenseBattalion,and
thebiggertractorsof the Seabeescould
plowthroughtheml~d.All othervehicles
stalled,and infantrymenhad to hand-
carrymostsuppliesto designateddumps,
bivouacareas,andgunpositions.

Tanklighterswereunloadedbysoldiers
wading through 50 feet of knee-deep
water. Laterunloadingproceededfaster
afterbulldozerspushedrampsof coralout
tothelighters.Cargowasfinallyshunted
to offshoreislandsin an effortto relieve
thecongestion,and,withvirtuallyevery
truckmireddown,a messagewassentto
theshipsto delaysendingin morevehi-
cles. The mud,however,had convinced
observersthatfuturescoutingof landing
beacheswouldincludeengineeraswellas
tacticalreconnaissance.

With the landingwell underway,32
fighterplanesfromComAirSolsappeared
overhead,and troopson the beachand

28Marine obser~-ers,in reports on the Rendova
operation, were unanimousin rel)t)rtingthat too
much personal gear was unloaded the first day,
that it eontril)utedto the confusion on the beach,
and that infantrymen were fatigued sorting and
cnrrying it through the mud.

sailorsontheshipsbreathedeasier.Their
concernwaswell-founded.Becauseof the
poorweather,GeneralKenney’sFifthAir
Forcehad beenableto hit Rabaulwith
only25bombersin the5 dayspriorto the
landing,andthetTapanesewerestillable
to launch m powerful counterpunch
throughtheair fromRabaul,Buin,Bal-
lale,andKahiliairfields.It wasnotlong
in coming. The .E7eventhAir Fleet at
Rabauldispatcheda strikeof 26medium
bombersand 8 carrierbombersshortly
afterdawn. Pickingup a fighterescort
of 72 planesat 130ugainville,the flights
sweptdownon Rendova.Interceptedby
the~llliedfightercover,theenemyforma-
tionswereforcedawayfromthelanding
area,but in their recklessattemptsto
strikea cripplingblowtotheinvasion,the
,Tapaneselost18bombersand31fighters.
Two hoursof valuableunloadingtime,
however,hadbeenlostby theshipsma-
neuveringto escapethe enemybombing
runs.

At 1505, with all the troopsunloaded
andmostof thesuppliesonthebeach,Ad-
miralTurnerdecidedthattheattackforce
had stretchedits luck long enoughand
orderedthereturntoGuadalcanal.Asthe
shipsheadeddown BlancheChannel,a
flightof about50Japanesefightersand
torpedobombersswungin over Munda
Point and startedbombingandstrafing
runs. The Fa~’enho7tdodgedtwo torpe-
dos beforebeingbumpedby a third—a
dud;theMcL’aZlawasbracketedfrontand
rearwhilea thirdtorpedoplungedunder
the ship. The McCatoZey was not as
lucky. A solid hit amidshipsopeneda
gapinghole,andTurner’sflagshipcame
to a deadhalt. Theadmiraltransferred
his flagto theFarenholt,andthe Libra
tooktheMcG’awleyundertow. Aftersur-
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vivinganotherattackby 15divebombers,
theMcCawJeycontinuedto settleandwas
abandoned.Thatnight,threemoretor-
pedosslammedintothetransportand it
sank. Believedthe victimof an enemy
submarine,the McCawZey actuallywas
sunkby an AmericanMTB whichhad
mistakenherfor anenemyship.

The day’sair actioncosttheJapanese
heavily.Determinedtostoptheinvasion,
theEleventhAiTFZee~floodedthe skies
witheverytypeof planeavailable.De-
spitethewaitinginterceptorsof ComAir-
Sols,theJapaneseplungedrecklesslyto-
wardRendova.Fighterprotectionforthe
bomberswas insufficient,however,and
eachattackresultedin scoresof flaming
crashes.Claimedkillsintheonemorning
andtwo afternoonraidstotaled101en-
emy planes;Marinesquadrons(VMF-
121,–122,–213,and–221) reporteddown-
ing58of them. TheAllieslost17planes,
but8 pilotswerefishedoutof thewater
byPBYsandtorpedoboats. In addition,
ComAirSolshit Vila with 16 torpedo
bombersand12scoutbombersin a morn-
ing strike,andthenbombedMundawith
anafternoonstrikeby25mediumbombers,
18scoutbombers,and18torpedobombers.
TheseattacksfurthercrippledVila and
Munda,andforcedtheJapanesetocontest
theRendovalandingwithoutanyclose-in
pointsfor rearmingandrefueling.

The samefalse optimismwhich had
givenAdmiralYamamotoadistortedpic-
tureof thesuccessof theAprilZGoopera-
tionprevailed,though,andsurvivingen-
emypilotsreportedthattheyhadsunk2
destroyersand1cruiser,damaged8trans-
ports,set2 destroyersafire,anddowned50
planes. Theirown lossestheysetat 17
attackbombersand13fighters. Despite
theseemingtop-heavyscorereportedby

theJapanese,theyruefullyadmittedthat
ii. . . due to tenaciousinterferenceby
enemyplanes,a decisiveblow couldnot.
bestruckagainsttheenemylandingcon-
\Toy.Y327

Thatnight,theJapanesehastilytriedto
assemblea strongraidingforce in the
Shortlandsareafor a countermandingon
Rendova,butonly fiveof thedestroyers
madecontactattherendezvousarea.Mov-
ingsoutharoundVellaLavella,theforce
arrivedoff Rendovaat about0130on 1
July. Ironically,the samerain squalls
whichresultedinmoremudashorereduced
visibilitytosuchanextentthattheJapan-
eseshipscouldnotdeterminethedebarka-
tionpointandwereforcedto withdraw.

Theabortivenavalraidclimaxedacon-
fusingdayof actionthatsawmanyele-
mentsof thelandingforcefillrolesnever
laid out for them in operationplans.
Typically,Marinesof the!lthDefenseBat-
talienwhowentashoreearlyon 30June
to provideantiaircraftprotectionfor the
beachheadfounclthemselvesinsteadtak-
ing part in its seizure. The unexpected
roleasinfantrywashandledcompetently,
andofteneagerly,bytheMarinegunners.

Priortotheoperation,ColonelScheyer
had dividedhis battalioninto four task
groups. The special weapons group
(LieutenantColonelWright C. Taylor)
wastolandon30Juneandpositioneight
40mmweaponson oneof theoffshoreis-
lands,Kokorana.The20mmgunsand.50
calibermachinegunswereto be usedon
Kokoranaand Rendovafor beach de-
fenseanclprotectionfor the antiaircraft
weapons.The90mmgroup,underthedi-
rectionof MajorMarkS. Adams,wasto
landonebatteryon30JuneonKokorana

2’J!!IEArea NavOps—11,p. 29.
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for immediateantiaircraftprotection,
with anothertwo batteriesto be landed
and emplacedon Renclovaon 1 July.
LieutenantColonelArchieE. O’Neil,in
commandof the 155n~martillerygroup,
wasto landhisbiggunsontheIstand2d
of July to deliverneutralizationfire on
Mundaairfieldpositionsandto support
theeventualassaulton theairfield. The
tank platoon, under First Lieutenant
RobertW. Blake,wasto landinlaterech-
elonsandwaiton Rendovafor commit-
mentin thefinalpllshon Munda.

Initialresistanceby the tJapanesedid
not delavexecutionof the9th’smissions.
Qllickly’organizingthe advanceparties
intocombatpatrols,theMarinessecured
Kokorannbeforestartingthejob of clear-
ing firing areasfor the 90mmbattery.
Someassistancein unloadingwasgiven
by Seabeesandlate-arrivingBarracudas.
On the eastbeachof Rendova,Marines
seekingpossiblegunpositionsfrequently
foundthemselvesaheadof thefrontlines
engagedin flushingsnipers. Onepatrol
of the9thwipedouta machinegunnest
duringsuchareconnaissance.Forthe9th
DefenseBattalion,thiswasthefirstclose
contactwiththeenemy,andman-yMarines
tooktheopportunityto turninfantrymen
andhelpsecuretheisland.

While the beachperimeterwas being
expanded,Marinesselectedspotsfor fu-
turebatterypositions,commandposts,fire
directioncenters,and observationposts.
Telephonelineswerestrung,andfieldsof
fire for thebig gunsclearedby blasting
downpalmtrees. By theendof thefirst
day ashore,the advanceelementsof the
9thDefenseBattalionwerebivouackedon
Rendova’sbeachandalongtheplantation
road. BatteryE of the.9th (90mmguns)
was in positionon Kokorana,and had

fireditsfirstshotsagainsta low-flyingen-
emyfighter at 1645. Twelve40mm~guns,
eight20mmguns,andeighteen.50caliber
machineguns were set up along the
beachesonbothislands,bolsteringthede-
fensepositions.Onlyonesmallhitchhad
delayedthequickinstmllntionof the90mm
batteryon Kokorana. The gun director
wasmissing,nndmembersof thebattalion
hadto rummagethroughscatteredpiles
of materialonRenclova’sshoreuntilthey
foundit.

The nextday,1 ,July,troopsandsup-
pliesinthesecondechelonof theWestern
I.andin,gForcebeganto arrive,andthe
four I.STS and five LCIS encountered
the sameunloadingproblemsthat had
pl:lglledtheassaulttroops. Theshipshad
to approachtheislandatslowspeed,inch-
i~l,~alongthroughtheshallowwaterun-
1il grol~ndeclby mud at considerable
distante from shore. Vehicleswhichat-
temptedto churnthronghtothebeachbe-
tameboggedandhad to be rescuedby
tractors. The weightof heavyartillery
pieces,towedashm-ebytractorsintandem,
fllrtherruinedtheroadalongthebeach,
and,afterthegrinsweremanhandledinto
position,trafficof anykindovertheroad
wasimpossible.

Whiletherainpouredon,almostwith-
outcessation,mostof thepersonnelashore
werepressedinto serviceagainas beac(h
~,orkingpartiesto c~rryrations,ftlel,am-
munition,communicationgear,andother
suppliesfrom the jumbledpiles cmthe
beachto dumpsinland. Attemptsto gain
somemeasureof tractionfor vehiclesin
the soft underfootingmet with failure.
~Seabeestriedto corduroytheformerroad
with12-footcoconutlogs,butthelogsand
steeln~attingthey Llsed soonsankunder
themucl. In addition,areasbelievedsuit-
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ablefor gunpositionsor bivouacareasbe-
cameswamps,and dispersionof troops
wasalmostimpossible.SoldiersandMa-
rineswhoattemptedto dig foxholesmo-
roselywatchedtheireffortsbecomesunken
baths.

Despitethe difficultiescausedby the
rain,by theendof tl~eseconddayashore,
two gunsof BatteryA of the Marines’
155mnlgungroupwereinpermanentposi-
tionson Rendovaandhadtest-firedsev-
eralroundsat Munda. BatteryB of the
samegroupwasashoreinatemporarypo-
sitionbuthadnotfired. In addition,two
90mmbatterieswerein placeandall spe-
cialweaponsdug-innearbyfor protection.
TheMarines,unabletodighabitableposi-
tionsinthemud,builtabove-groundshel-
terswithcoconutlogsandsandbags.

Armyartillerymen,takingpositionson
Kokorana,foundthe islandhad a solid
coralsubsurfacethat,heldthe155mmhow-
itzerswithoutdifficulty.Moreover,since
theislandwasopenon thenorthside,no
fieldsof firehadto be cleared. Soldiers
of the 192d Field Artillery Battalion
pushedtheirgunsintoposition,tookgen-
eralaimatMundasome13)000yardsdis-
tant,and beganfiringregistrationshots
latethesecondday. WhiletheArmyar-
tillerymenand Marinesstruggledwith
“theirheavygLms,ammunition,generators,
andradarunits,combatpatrolsof the43d
Divisionsecuredover half of Rendova.
Thestagewasbeingsetfor themoveto
NewGeorgia.

Air activityduringtheseconddaywas
limited. The ComAirSolsfightercover
overRendovainterceptedandfoughtoff
only one attemptedenemyattack. The
coveringfightersalsomountedgl~ardover
a strikeby 28torpedoandscoutbombers
at Vila, whichfurtherreducedthatfield
to a nonoperationalstatus. Before re-

turningto Guadalcanal,eachfighterplane
workedoverMundadefenses,strafingpos-
siblebivouacareas.GeneralMulcahy,as-
s[lmingan activerole in the operation,
scheduledand directedthe strikewhich
helped~mericanforcesrouttheenemyat
ViruHarbor.

Thethirddayashore,2 July,promised
tobe justaswetastheprevioustwodays.
Jvhilethe 103dand 172dInfantrypre-
paredfor themoveto NewGeorgia,the
Marine155nmng-LuMandtheArmy155mnl
howitzerscontinuedfiring registration
missionson Mundaairfield. Directob-
servationwasused,withspottersclinging
precariouslyto perchesatoppalmtrees.
AS yet,no artilleryfirecontrolmapswere
available,so only areatargetswerese-
lected. The 192dField Artillery and
the Marinegroup firedwith impunity;
fears that the Japanesecould retaliate
withcounterbatteryfireprovedunfounded.

It wasatthispoint,shortlyafter1330,
that the ,Tapaneseair commwnderat
Rabaul,AchniralKusaka,finallyhadhis
inning. His timing was perfect. The
Con~AirSolsfightercoverhadreluctantly
been withdrawnunder threat of bad
weather,and the Japanesebombersar-
rivedonlya fewminutesaftertheAllied
fightersdepartecl..ln early-warningra-
darunitwastemporarilyoutof operation,
whileitsgeneratorwasdrainedof diesel
oil mistakenlyused in place of white
gasoline.

TheJapaneseflight,variouslyestimated
at from18to 25mediumbombers,swung
in over theeastsideof RendovaMoun-
tain,catchingthetroopsintheopenonthe
beach. A bombingpatternthatstitched
thebeachheadfromoneendto theother
quicklydispelledany illusionthatthese
mightbefriendlyplanes.Therewastime
ol]lyfor a shouted,“ConditionRed,”be-
foretroopsfranticallysoughtcover. But
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manywerecaughtin theopen,an extra
dividendto theattractivetargetof ships,
equipment,anclsuppliesjammedinto a
restrictedarea. Manyof thebombsalvos
hitrationanclfueldumps;othersexploded
ammunitiondumps. Highestcasualties
occurredamongtheSeabeesconcentrated
on a promontoryoff thebeach. A dyna-
mitedumptherewashit,itsblastadding
to thecasualtiesof thebombing.Thepe-
ninsulawas promptlydubbed“Suicide
Point.” Further,theclearingstationof
the43dDivisionwashit, whichreduced
the amountof assistancewhichcouldbe
given. Mostof thevictimswererushed
to ships in the bay for treatmentof
wounds.

Becauseof theconfusion,earlyestimates
of thenumberof deadandwoundedtTaried
widely. Somemenwerereportedmissing,
eitherkilledby explodingammlmitionor
directhits,or,moreprobably,removedto
ships and hurriedto Guadalcanalfor
treatment.In all,64menwerekilledand
another89wounded.Seabeesin theboat
poolandsoldiersin the43dDivisionbiv-
ouacareassustainedthehenviestcasual-
ties. In spiteof thecongestion,clamage
to materielon the beachwas relatively
light. Besidesthe ammunitionandfuel
dumpshit, two of the 155mmgunswere
scarredby bombfragments,two 40mnl
gunsweredamaged,andthreeamphibian
tractorswereholed. All wererepairable,
though,withtheexceptionof oneof the
tractors.

The attack’ssuccesswasthe resultof
manyfactors. Foronething,Armyradar
unitshadgoneoutof commissionshortly
afterlanding,andalthougha Marinera-
darunithadbeenlandedon1July,it was
thisonethatwasbeingdrainedof diesel
fuel. Also,onthedayprevious,thetroops

691–360O—63—T

hadbelievedaflightof Americanmedium
bombersto be enemyplanesand had
scrambledfor cover. This daytheybe-
lievedthe enemyplanesto be the same
mediumsbackon station.A thirdfactor
waslackof dispersion.Sheltershadbeen
dl~galongthe beach,butthetroopswere
nowbusyhandlingothermateriel,andhad
not providedotherprotection.But asa
resl~ltof theraid,theareabecamedotted
withfoxho]es-cleepfoxholes.

By 3 ,July,the routineof operations
ashorewasestablished.Troopsof the43d
Division began the shuttleto Zanana
Beachon NewGeorgia,andthebig guns
of the9thDefenseRattalion and the Iggd
Field .$rtiller~ picked at Munda’s de-
f enses, seeking for a hidden strong point,
abivouacarea,orasupplyor ammunition
dump. .i 130-footcoastartilleryobserva-
tion towerof 1%-inchangleiron made
spottingeasierthanviewingfromasway-
ing palmtree. Erectedon high ground
aboutzoo yardsbackof (leneralHester%
commandpost at the foot of Rendova
Mountain,the towerprovideda central
pointfromwhichMarineandArmyspot-
terscouldradiocorrectionstotheartillery
firedirectioncenterandthenobservethe
strikeof theshellsonMundaairfieldand
itsborderinghillsacrossthechannel,and
on thenearbyislandsoff NewGeorgia’s
shore. In time,a systemwasdeveloped
wherebyfilmsdroppednearthetowerby
photographicplanes were immediately
pickedup,developed,andthenstudiedfor
assessmentof damageto Mundadefenses.

On thenightof 3 July, theenemyat-
temptedto follow up its devastingstrike
of the 2d with an attackfrom the sea.
A Japanesenaval force suddenlyap-
pearedoffshoreandspatteredtheRendova
beachheadarea with a bombardment
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whichdidlittleor nodamage..411iedde-
stroyersandtorpedoboatsforcedtheen-
emy shipsto withdrawhastilywithout
accomplishingthe hoped-for crippling
blowtotheinvasiontroops,

As followingechelonsof the lVestern
LandingForceunloadedon4 ,July,a des-
perateJap~l]esecomnmndatllabaultried
oncemoreto knocktheinvasionforceoff
Rendova. Sincetheairattackon 2 July
representedtheonlyrneaslweof successin
theireffortsso far?theJapaneserepeated
theact. Thecastandthescriptremained
the same,except for the finai curtain.
ThistimetheJapanesefoundthemselves
holdingthewrongendof aFourthof JIdy
Romancandle.Fromaforceof morethan
100planestryingto presshomeon attack
throughthe ring of .411iedinterceptor
planes,only16bomberswereabletoswing
overRendovaMountainintherepeatper-

formance.Butthistime,alertedbysound
locatorsandradar,the9thDefenseBat-
talien antiaircraftt batterieswereready,
and12of the16bombersandanescorting
fighterwereknockeddowninflames.The
90nmlgunsexpendeda totalof only 88
rounds,a feat whichthe Marinesjubi-
lantlyproclaimeda recordfor roundsper
plane,

This attackon Rendovawas the last
daylightassaulton theislandof anysize
madebytheJapaneseairfleet. Fromthis
pointon, theattacksweremadeatnight.
Althoughthe ConAirSols fightercover
stillmaintaineda vigiloverRendova,the
focusof theairwarshiftedtoNewGeorgia
asthetroopsshuttledfromthebeachhead
at Rendovato thebeachheadat Zanana.
Therethesecondphaseof OperationTOE-
NAILSwastobegin.



CHAPTER$

MundaVictory

.4SHORE AT ZAiVANABEACH1

Tl~eAllied landingsin the Central
Solornons:mdtheSewG~~ineaareacaused
Japaneseplannerssomeanxiousmoments.
Plainly,the situ:~tioncalledfor prompt
actionto relievethepressl~reon thefirst
defensivelinesof ,Japzn’swar-flllngem-
pire,butthequestionwas: ~l~hereshould
themiljoreffortbedirected? To chte,all
atten~l)tsto repulsethe landingslMC1
provedfutile,andprospectsforfuturesuc-
cess didn’t look too promisil~g,either.
Mindfll]of earlierbasicplanstoretainthe
CentralSolomonswhile holdingout in
NewGuinea,the,Japanesecommandersat
Rabaulscheduleda conferencefor 4 ,July
to reacha decision.

To GeneralSasakiandAdmiralOta,
ruefullywatchingtheRendovaoperations

fromawell-protectedheadqlmrtersonKo-
kengolaHill atMundaairfield,thesitua-
tionwasabitmorepressingandalotmore
personal. Fronl observationit was ap-
p:~~’entthattl~etroopsaclossthechannel
had collleto st:~yal~d~verebllildingLIp
for :~noffensive in strel]gt h. ~l~hen 155mm
~lllls :111{~howitzers be::l]l to rexister on the

airfiel(l,the patterl~of the campaignbe-
cxmeall too clear. Mundawasgoingto
l~ee(lreinforcements,andquickly,if it was
tobeheld.

Thetwocommandersreportedtheirap-
praisalof the sitlmtion,and thentook
stepsto strengthentheairfielddefensesas
best,theycoulclwiththetroopsavailable.
In a seriesof orderssignedjointly by
SasakimldOta,all easternhTewGeorgia
lookoutdetachmentswererecalledon 30
~Junelancltwo recentltyarrived140nlm
gllllsandtlvoslllallerllloulltaillgullswere

‘ Vnless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is (leriveclfrom : t70mt30PocJt[l~r3WarI);
ComTl]irdFlt Narrative Rept, SoI’ac Campaign,
dtcl 3SelA4, hereafter cited as TltirdFZt Rept;
XGO1’ (XIV CorlB) X“arrative.~ccount of the
Campaigns in the Sew Georgia Groull, B.S.I.,
n.d., herenfter XG’03’ .tlccount; History of 43d
Infantry Division, World War II, 24Feb41-
.Jun44, n.d., hereafter &?d InfDicHist; 43d
InfDiv FO Nos. 1-17, 16Jun–25Aug43; 9th DefBn
Oflsltcpt; Combat Infantry, Part Eight: New
Georgia, dt(l 31Aug44, hereafter New Georgia
Comfiat;NewGeorgia Campaion; ONI, Combat
A’a}ratife X; Rentz, Marines in the Central
Solomo?l<v; .Joseph A. Zimmer, Tlte History of
the ~~d Itlfa)ltr~ Dirisiojl, 1941–1,945(Baton
Rouge. 1,:[.: .Irmy and A-avy Publishing Co.,
1947), hereafter Zimmer, 4.jd’s Historti.

orderedrushedoverlandfrom Bairoko.
In addition,areserveforce,the14?thConL-
pany, i?29tiiRegimmt.wasalertedtomove
fromKolombangarato NTewGeorgia.

As theAlliedbuilduponRendovacon-
tinued,however,thesedefensivemeasures
beganto look woefullyweak,so the re-
mainderof theW l?attal~on,829tthRegi-
ment,wasorderedto Munda’said. By
Sasaki’sown estimate,all defensesmust
be readyby duskon 3 July. Meanwhile,
thecombineclArmyandS&TLFunitswere
exhortedto “maintainalertedconditions
throughoutthe nightandguardagainst
enemylandings;if theenemycommences

89
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to land,destroythematthewater’sedge.”
On2 July,thecommandrelationshipwas
changed.Sasaki,astheseniorofficer,“in
responseto the conditionsin this area,”
assumedsolecommandof allNewGeorgia
garrisons.AdmiralOta,relievedof his
landingforces, was assignedcontrolof
ArmyandNavybargeandshippingunits
inthearea.2

The actualinvasionof westernNew
Georgiawas not the direct assaulton
MundaairfieldwhichSasakiandOtabe-
lievedwascoming. Instead,in a landing
on 30 Junewhichactuallyprecededthe
Rendovaassaultby severalhours,soldiers
of CompaniesA andB, 169thInfantry
scrambledashore on the “islandsthat
guardedtheOnaiavisiEntranceto Rovi-
anaLagoon. Lashedbyheavyrainsqualls
andhamperedbythedarkness,tilesoldiers
neverthelessmanagedtomakecontact,with
a waitingpre-D-Dayamphibiol~spatrol
andnativescouts. The landingwast~n-
opposed,but not uneventful.The mine
sweeperZ(/ne,wl~ichhadbeenusec]as a
transport,wentagrolmclonasmallisland
justinsidetheel~trance,andlay exposed
as a telltalemarker. Her helplessstate
andthelandingareawere i~norecl, l~ow-
ever,by Japaneseplanesstrikingat the
Rendovalanding. The oceantug Rai7,
summonedfrom Guadalcanal,pulledthe
Zane off thereeflatethat,afternoon.

Aftersecuringtheentranceislands,the
soldiersbeganthemoveto ZananaBeach.
ontheshorelineof N“ewGeorgia. Earlier
planshadcalledfor CompanyOof the4th
MarineRaiderBattalionto actasscol~ts
for thisphaseof theoperation,butwith

2CIC SoPacFor Item No. 702, dtd 13Sep43,
New Georgia DefOpO A Nos. 11–15, 30Jun–
1Ju143.

theraidersstillat Segi andViru,recon-
naissanceteamsfromtheRendovaforces
wereorganized. Thesewerelateraug-
mel~tedby a companyof FijianandTon-
ganesescouts,who wereaggressiveand
skilledjunglefighters.3(SeeMap5.)

Thepatrolsmovedintotheareabetween
Zananaand the BarikeRiver, marking
waterpoints,trails,coastalroads,possible
artillerypositions,andall avenuesof ap-
proachtoMunda.Theywerealsoordered
to probeJapanesedefensesbetweenthe
airfieldand13airokoHarbor,andtoreport
all bargeactivityobservecl.Oneof the
firstradioedmessagesfronlthepatrolsre-
porteda successfulambushof a Japanese
group andthatuniformmarkingson a
deadenemyriflemanindicatedthathehad
beena memberof the $%9thRegiment.
Theambushed,Japanesehadbeenpartof
the5t7~Co~npCmy,2dBattalion, whichhad
beenorcleredto investigatetheOnaiavisi
Entrance landings and “drive out the en-

emywhohaslandedthereandmakethe
areasecure.” 4 Laterthe 5th Compafiy
wastoldto resiststubbornlyagainstthis
newphaseof landingsandfighttothelast
at theirpresentpositions.Theseinstruc-
tionssetthepatternfor Japaneseresist-
anceinNew~~eorgia.

GeneralHesterreceivedAdmiralHal-
sey’sapprovalto proceedwiththe New
Georgiaphaseof TOENAILSon2 July.
Thatnight,elementsof thel’72d’sIstBat-
talionbeganthemovefrom Rendovato
ZananaBeach. The troop transferwas

9R. A. Hewlett, The History of the Fiji Mili-
targ Forces, 1.93.9-1945(Christchurch, N.Z. :
Whitecornbe and Tcmmbs,Ltd., 1948), p. 5.

‘ CIC SoPacFor Item No. 705,dtd 9Sep43,New
Georgia Defense Butai, Xl Bn Order A No. 141,
dtd 30Jun43.
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madein landingcraft,whichtowedaddi-
tionalrubberboatscarryil~gsolcliers.Tor-
pedo boats furl~ishe(lan escort across
BlancheChannel,ancl,at OnaiavisiEn-
trance,nativeguidesin canoestooko~-er
andclirecteclthelandingrcraftthroll,ghthe
]agoollto tilebe:lclllleacl.Tile follollillg
clay,3 Julyll~ri~~aclier(lenerallving es-
tablishedtheA8CIDivision’sfom-arclcon~-
mandpost (CI)) onhTew~~eorgia.A 52-
man clefail from tl~e9th Defense13at-
talion’sspecial~veapm~sgrouparrivedon
4Julyandimmediatelyemplacedfour40-
mmgunsfor antiaircraftprotection.Four
.50calibermacl~ineglmsweresitedtopro-
tecttheantiaimraftpositiol~sandto add
depthto thefirepowerof thesolcliers.

The Japaneseair attack of 4 July at
Rendova mana~ecl to make targets out of
most of the troops that were to partici-
pate in the push on llunda airfield. The
l’72cl was still in the process of shuttling
troops to Zanana 13each; and the fifth
echelon of the NTGO1’) the remainder of
the 169th Infantry and the 136th Field
.krtillery 13attalion carried in 14 LCIS ancl
4 LSTS, had just arrivedat Rendova
Harbor. Tl~e169thhadremainedin the
Russellsas divisionreserveduring the
earlypartof theoperation?andthe136th
wasdetachedfrom the3’ithDivisionon
Guadal(’anal.The air attackhit as the
169thand1Mthweredebarking.Unload-
ing activitieswere abruptlyabandoned.
Luckily,no shipswerehit. But for the
newarrivals,thebombingattackfollow-
inga sea-tossedtripfromtheRussellswas
arol~ghwelcometoNewGeorgia.

Transferringtheirequipmentandsup-
pliestosmallcraftfromthel+endo~aboat
pool,thesoldiersbeganthemovementto
Zananaalmostimmediately.The 155mm
howitzersof the 136thwereunloadedon

oneof theislandsguardingOnaiavisiEn-
tranceantipositionedto provideartillery
supportto the troopsattackingMunda.
Otherheavyweapons,the105mmhowitz-
ersof the169thand103dFieldArtillery
Battalionswerealsoemplacedon theoff-
lying islandsfor adcliticmalfiresupport.
By cluskof 5July,thel’i2dandthe169th
Infantrywere ashoreon New Georgia,
readyto beginthemarchtowardtheline
of departurealongtheIhwikeRiver. A
secondarylanding,earlyon themorning
of 5JulybytheNorthernLandingGroup
(NLG), commandedby MarineColonel
Liversedge,establisheda beachheadat
RiceAnchorageonthenorthcoastof New
Georgiato threatenSasaki’sforcesfrom
thatdirection.5

Onthe6th,thel’72dmovedwesttoward
the 13arike.Little oppositionwas en-
countered.Thenextday,however,asthe
169thInfantrybeganitsmovetopositions
northof the172d,determinedenemyop-
positiondecisivelystalledtheentireregi-
ment. Stoppedshortof the Barike,the
169thwentintobivouac.

Accountsof theactionduringthenight
of 6 July combinefact andfancy. Re-
ports that Japaneseriflemenhad infil-
tratedthe looseperimetersetup by the
169th’sleadingbattalioncauseda panic
amongthe solcliers.Althoughthe regi-
menthad beenon Guadalcanaland the
Russellspriorto N’ewGeorgia,thetroops
evidentlywerenot preparedfor jungle
combatat night. Soldiersreportedthe
nextmorningthatenemyinfiltratorsthrew
grenades,screamed,Wllist,led,shoutedin.
vective,andjumpedintofoxholestobayo-

5The account of the Rice Anchorage landing is
related in the following chapter.
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nettileoccup:~l]ts.~\fler:~wil(llligl]tof
~rl’pll:l({el)III>StS, sl](x)t ill<g, :tl~tl st’reanlill~~,
l~olvevel’, I1o el]el)ly tlt’:~(1\\-eioetolll]~l ill
the perimeterwhendawncameand the
soldierswereable to look around. But
NGOFcasll:lltieswerenumerous.

Theactionol~thenightof 6July,which
startedaw:~veof nearhysteriaamongthe
troops,seriollslyill~pairecltl~ecombatef-
ficiencyof the 169thInfantry. Despite
manylateraggressiveanddeterminedat-
tacks,the169th’sinitialfailuresalongthe
BarikeRiver wereattributedto an ap-
parentlack of con~batconditioningand
training.”

Regardlessof speculationasto whether
suchnightattackswerewhollyrealor ill
partimagined,therewasno denyingthe
end results-the lossof manyfront-line
troopsthroughactualwol~ndsand war
neurosis.Laterall regimentsin the at-
tackweresubjectedto tl~istypeof el~emy
tactits. In defel~seagainstsucl~raids,43d
I)ivisionsoldiersadoptedapolicyof joint
foxholesfor two or moremenprotecte~l
by tripwireswithnoisenmkersattached.
In acldition,a rigidfireplal~Tvasadopted
~vhicl~prohibitedpronliscllollssl~ootil~g
amlmovementat nightanclallowedonly
the outsideperimeterto fireor usegre-
nades.Thesedefensivemeasuresrestore(l
discipline:1]1(1stilbility.

.Ifter dela}il]glnostof then~or]]illgof
7 ,Julyin reorg:~l]iz:~tion,tl]e 169thre-

‘ ~ommenting on this phnse of the campaign,
A(lmir:ll Hiilsey s:li(l: “Tl~e [169th] regiment
sel)t;1(;0nlenb:ttfkto ~zll:l(lalcall;llas ‘Ivarnerves’
easl~:~ltiesafter 011P(lily’s tighting. (%neral Har-
mon met then~tl~ere,proml)tly rc’tllr~letl:1(Nof
thelll to tile (’ollli)at Zone. . . .“ IIillS~y and
Bryan, IIalsrU’s ,~ior~l,1).161. See also Miller,
l?ed?(ctio~rof Ral)uu1,pp. 10S109, for a descrip-
tion of this :lction.

s[uneditspusl~towardtheBarike.Again
tl~eregil~~el~tN-:wstopi)e(lalmostinlmedi-
:~telyby :~g~~ressi~-eel]emyresistance.Al-
tllollgllthe l(;9tllmm]agedto overcome
tl~isfil’stene~~]yopposition,tl~esoldiers
h:ul to figl~t:[l~otherle]~gthyactionbe-
fole reachi]~gthe1owhillseastof theriver.
TlmlT2d,i]~itszoneof action,hadpushed
to the Barikewithouttoo muchtrouble.
l~l~el~it becameapparentthatthe 169th
couldnotreachtheBarikeRiverin time
to begil~theattack01]8 Julyasplanned,
General Hester-with Halsey’s ap-
proval-orcleredtheoperationdelayedone
day. The ~GOF commanderalso can-
celledthat part of his plan that called
for a clirect:~ssaulton the airfieldover
1[1~]~(1:~lmr by a b:~tt:~liol~of the 103d
InfantrywithNlarine9thI)efenseBattal-
iontanksinsupport. Mountingevidence
thntthe ,Tall:llleseheldtheareain great
strengthdimn]eclthe prospectsfor the
successof SLICh a thl”ust.

.Ifter anothernightof infiltrators’at-
tacks, during which soldierscrouched
sleeplessill foxholes,theadvancewasre-
surnecltl~enextmorning.The172dmoved
fairlyeasilyalonga coastaltrailin a col-
llnmof battalions.The169th,struggling
flmoughthe jungle with an open flank
screenedonlyby theFiji scoutcompany?
w-asecl~elonedto therightrear. A heavy
colicel~tratiollof mortarandartilleryfire
~)1~tl~e,Japanesepositiontotheimmediate
frentof the169thbrokeresistancethere;
and,aided‘bya flankingattackbythe172d
l~ittingfrom tl~eleft, the169thwasable
to pushaheacl.L:~tein theafternoonof
the8tl~,thefatigued169tl~struggledinto
lmsitiollon line with tlw 172(1to start
tlle (Iriveto~v:lr(l311111(1:1tlle following
l~~orllillg.
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NGOF IN ATTACK: ZAiVAIVA
TO .LAIAiVA7

Boomingsalvosfrom four destroyers
at 0512on the9thof Jllly signal]edthe
startof the~GOF attack. Theone-hour
navalbombardment,whichdumped2)344
five-inchshellson positionsin therearof
theenemylines,wasfollowedby a can-
nonadeby all artillerybattalionsof the
NGOF. The shellingcombinedthefires
of two 155mmhowitzerbattalions,one
155mmgun battalion,and two 105nlm
howitzerbattalions.In all, theMunda-
Barikeareawasbatteredby 5,800rounds
of highexplosives.Enemyclefensireposi-
tions, lines of communication,bivouac
areas,andcommandpostswereblastedfor
onehourbeforethefireswereshiftedto
the areato be assaultedby the ground
troops. As artillerylifted,52Navyand
Marinetorpedo bombersand 36 scout
bombersstruck,droppinghighexplosive
andfragmentationbombsonthearea. At
0900,heartenedbythisextremeconcentra-
tionof firepower,the43dDivisionstarted
its attacktowardtheNCXOFobjective––
Mundaairfield,

After clearingthe initialJapanesere-
sistance,the advancingsolcliersencoun-
tered only snipersand small outposts.
Progress,however,wasslow. Eachnew
enemyoppositionforceddeploymentand
attack.Hiddensnipers,pinningdownthe

7Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from : T1/i)dl’lt Rcpt; CTF 31
SAR, Rept of Bombardmentof MunclaPointqdt(l
9.4ug43; ComAir Xew Georgia SAR, 2!l,Jun-13
Aug43, dt(l c. l,Jan44; Xcjc Gcor@a Combat;
yew Georgia Ca?)lpaign;NGOF Account; ~3d
I?tfI)ivHist; 9th I)efBn Rept of TkOps in the
New Georgia Area, dtd 24Aug43,hereafter 9th
DejB~~ TliOps; 0S1, C’omi5atNarrativesX ;
Rentz, Marines i)l t?le Central Solornons; Zim-
mer, 43d’s Histo)’jj.

advanceunits,heldup theregimentsfor
hours. Everystepforwardwasa strug-
gleagainsta cleterminedenemyandmul-
tiplejungleobstacles-dense,vine-choked
underbrush, steep ridges, numerous
swamps,constantandenervatingheat,and
almostincessanttorrentsof rain.

The onlymapsprovidedthe attacking
forceweresketchesbasedonaerialphotos.
Thedrawingsoutlinedjungleareaswith
conventionalsymbolswhichdidnotreveal
theintricate,abruptmassof hills,ridges,
andswamps—jumbledwithoutpattern—
that lay underthe thickjunglecanopy.
Contourlineson themapswerebasedon
scoutingreports,and,as43dDivisionsol-
diers discovered,were usuallyin error.
Theridgesandhills,bendingandtwisting
inalldirections,forcedtheattackingunits
tomoveinonedirection,thenanother.As
a result,by theendof theseconddayof
theattack,bothregimentshadbecomein-
termingledand wereattackingin virtu-
allyasinglecolumn.Theinitialfrontage
of 1,300yardshadcollapsedtoalmostone-
half that, distance. In addition, the
linesof communicationandsupplywere
nowstretchedovertwomilesthroughthe
junglefromZananaBeach,an extension
exceedinglyvulnerableto counterattack
fromtl~enorth,orright,flank.

For the 169th,the advancehad been
particularlyharrowing.Givena zoneof
action that forced them to cross the
meanderingBarikeRiver a numberof
times,thesoldiersslowlypressedforward
overthesteepridgesandthroughthedeep
swampsin theupperriver region. Fa-
tiguedfrom theinitialstrugglethrough
thejunglefrom Zanana7andcontinually
harassedatnightbyenemysoldiersprob-
ing at theexposedrightflank,the169th
was a dispiritedoutfit. After such a
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disappointingstart, the regimentmus-
teredonlylethargicattacksa~linstenemy
opposition. Woundedsoldiersandcom-
batfatiguecaseswanderedback~longthe
trailtoZanana,drainingthefrontlinesof
neededstrengthand creatinga serious
evacuationproblem. .lddition~lly,with
the regimentso strungout, troopswere
neededtocarryfood,water,andammuni-
tiontotheattackersaswellashelpevacu-
ate the wounded,tasks which further
sappedthefightingstrengthof theoutfit.

The patternof enemyresistancedevel-
opedby theendof theseconddayof at-
tack,10July, plainlyindicatedthatthe
Japanesewereholdinga barrierposition
in thehighgroundeastof Mundaairfield
which they would defend in strength.
The NGOF offensive-grindingagainst
thislineof mutuallysupportingfortifica-
tionsof logsandcoral,stronglydefended
byautomaticweapons,mortars,andartil-
lery-f altered.

As the NGOF struggledagainstthe
jungleanda tenaciousenemy,engineers
attemptedtoestablishedasupplyrouteto
thefrentlinesby hewinga jeeproadout
of themattedunderbrush.Nativeguides
pointedouta trailwhichtookadvantage
of as muchhigh groundas possible,but
mostof theroutehadto followthemarshy
banksof theBarikeRiverandinsomein-
stancesran parallelto the front lines.
Bridgingof theBarikewasaccomplished
in severalspotsby trestlesmadeof felled
timber. Evenwhileconstructingtheroad
intherearof thefrontlines,however,the
engineerswereunderalmostconstantat-
tackfrombypassedsnipersandwandering
squadsof enemy. Bulldozeroperators
werea primetarget,andengineercasual-
ties mountedas the road clearingpro-
ceeded. Metal shieldswere eventually

weldedtothetractorstoprotectthe‘dozer
operators.Sinceno heavygraderswere
available,the jeep road could not be
ditchedor crowned,andanytrafficover
theroadaftera rainstormusuallymeant
extensiveroadrepairs.8

With theneedfor a closerreinforcing
andresupplypointmadeobviousby con-
ditionsto the rearof the NGOF front,
Hester’s staff focused attention on
LaianaBeach. Rejectedearlierasaland-
ingsitebecauseit wasdeemedtooheavily
defendedand too inaccessiblefor quick
resupply,Laiananowappearedto bethe
answerto NGOFlogisticproblems.The
beach was some 5,000yards closer to
Munda,andits possessionwouldshorten
supply, evacuation,and reinforcement
linesaswellasputfreshattackingtroops
considerablycloserto themainobjective.
On 11July, GeneralHesterorderedthe
l’72dto disengagefromthefrontalassault
andpivot southwestin an attacktoward
thecoastlineto secureLaianaBeach. At
the sametime, the NGOF commander
alertedthe 3d Battalion,103dInfantry
andthetankplatoonof the%h Defense
BattaliontobereadytoleaveRendovafor
Laianaas soonas the 172dreachedthe
coast.

Thoughthe172dwasonlya shortdis-
tance northeastof thebeachwhendirected
to attack,theareawasnot secureduntil
13July. Despitenear-constantartillery
assistantewhichshreddedandblastedthe
junglecoveringfromdefensesonthesharp
hillsbetweenthe172dandLaiana,theen-
emy clung stubbornlyto his positions.
Repeatedairstrikesfailedto dentthede-
fenses, and the Japanese,apparently
awareof NGOFintentions,rainedmortar
andartilleryfirebetweenthe172dandits

qMc.4Ui8terZtr.
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objective. Marinetanksandthe103dIn-
fantryBattalion,scheduledto landol~the
12th,wereheldback. The l’i’2dreached
I.aianaon tl~e13th,and,on tho follow-
ing day,lanclingcraft andtankligl~ters
cmrriedthereinforcementsashore.Artil-
lerysmokeshellscoveredt-helandingac-
tivities. Althoughthe infantryhit the
shorelinewithoutincidentlenemy‘75mm
gllnshidfienin the jungle firedrandom
shotsattl~elighters.hTohitswerescored,
andtilltankswereputashorewithoutdam-
age. l?romhis headquartersat Muncla,
GeneralSnsakiobserveclthesmokescreen-
ing thisnewdevelopment;butin hisor-
dersfor the 14thof ,July,he erroneously
reporte{lthat ’70 large bargeshad at-
temptedto land but l~adbeenrepulsed
withtl~elossof 15of thebarges.g

Whiletl~el’72dheldthenewbeachhead
arman(lwaitedfor the169thfo closethe
wp betweenthetwo regimentsandcome*
abreast,the Marine tanks and 3/103
nloveclinto tlivisionreserve. A special
weaponsdetailfromthe9thDefenseBat-
talionaccompaniedtl~einfantrytoLaiana
and set up 40mm,20mm,aild .50 cali-
ber antiaircraftweaponsfor protection
againstJapanesestrafingand bombing
attacks.

In tl~e169th’szone,strongmortarand
artilleryfireswereplacedonJapanesede-
fensivepositionsin anefforttoreestablish
forward movement,but the enemyre-
sistap.cecontinued.At thistime,the re@-
ment—tiredand understrength—wasop-
posedby a determinecl,dug-inenemyto
the front and continuallyl~altissedby
snipersandinfiltratorsin therearareas.
On thellth, the169th’sconmlandingof-
ficerandhisstaffwererelievedbyColonel

9CIC SoPaeFor Item h-o, 7022,dtd 13Sep43,
New Georgia 13efOp0.4 A-o.36, dtd 14Ju143.
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TenlpleHollandandastafffromthe145th
Infantry,37thDivision. The new regi-
mentalcommanderpostponedfurtherat-
tacksby the 169thuntilthenextdayso
thatllemighthavetimeto reorganizehis
command.

.i ne~vl)ushby tl~e169tl~oI~the 12th.
followil}g a rollil]g artillerybarrage,
failwlto gainground)however,anda re-
turnwasma(leto tbe line of departure.
The followi~~gn~ornin:, 1,000-pound
I)ombs(lro~)]~e(lby 19 scoutbombersof
Conl.~irNTew(;eorgiafurtherhammered
tlwdefel~sesholdingllptl~e169th)sprog-
re~s. Pilots returningfrom the strike
noted tl~atthe target area markedby
smokesl]ellswas600”ya]’c{seastof thegrid
cooltdinatesgivenill the air missionre-
qllest,all illdic:ltiollof tl~edifficultiesthe
169tllw:lsexperiencingilllocatingitspo-
sitiono]~tl~eground. Thew]lolereginlent
wascon~mittedto theattackaftertheair
strike,but ol]l.ytlw ~klBattalionon the
left mana:e(lto gail~ground. Successful
ill seizingthecrestof a slll:lllknollabollt
6tK)yardsto thefrent,thebatta]ionl~ung
grimlyto itspositionandrepelledseveral
strongcolmterattacks.Duringthe next
twodays,theM 13attnliontook101casu-
alties,deadandwounded.Despitestrong
ellenlypresslwe,tl~einfantrymenheld
theirposition.Barragesfiredbysupport-
ing artilleryunitsboxedthe front and
fl:~l~ksof thesalient,anddiscouragedthe
developmentof a large-scale,Tapanese
counteractack.

In an effortto aid thebeleaguered3d
Battalion,the1stBattalionattackedonthe
15thtowarda dominatingriseof ground
about400yardsto itsrightfrent. ~l~en
oppositionfailedto developltheattackers
clamberedto thetopof theridge,onlyto
find desertedpillboxes,abandonedfox-
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holes,andemptytrenches.TheJapanese
defendershadfinallywithdrawn.

Thevictoryliftedthespiritsof theen-
tireregiment,butmorehearteningwasa
glimpseof the NGOF’sultimateobjec-
tive—Mundaairfield. Onits coralwhite
runwaysandtaxiwayssomethreemiles
awaycouldbe seenwreckedandburned
enemyplanes.Withnewvigor,the169th
took over the enemypositionsand pre-
paredto defendthenewlywonriclgeline.

COUNTERATTACK
PREPARATIONS‘0

WhileGeneralHester’sNGOF fought
its wayfromtheBariketo Laiana,~Ten-
eralSasaki’sdefenderswereoperatingon
thesimplestrategyof traclingspacefor
time. Considerablyoutnumbered,the
.U?9thRegiment and 8th CSNLF had
neverthelessforcedthe invadingAmeri-
can divisionto move slowly and cau-
tiously. Sasaki’sdefensivelineshadre-
ducedtheNGOFinvasionto a groping,
stumblingaclvance-muchin contrastto
the swift, hard-hittingoperatiol~en-
visagedearlierby the Americans. The
Japaneseplayedfor timeduringwhich
reinforcementscouldarrive.

Theplightof theMundadefendershad
receivedimmediateattention. General
lmamura,commandingtheEightLArea
Army at Rabaul,on 3 July orderedthe
NewGeorgiadefenseaugmentedbythere-
mainderof the13th Reg~me,nt aswellas
byadditionalantitank,mountainartillery,
engineer,andmedicalunits. In addition,

‘0Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from : .NewGeorgiaCampaiun;
CIC SoPacFor Item No. 702, dtd 13Sep43, New
Georgia DefOpO A Nos. 11–50, 30Jun–23Ju143;
Sfl Area iVavOps-I; SE Area NavOps—II;
Rentz,Marinesin the CentralSolonlons.

therearechelonsof the229thRegiment,
whichwerestill in the Shortlandsarea,
wereorderedto jointheirparentunit. A
numberof largelandingbargeswerealso
dispatchedto NewGeorgia. Mostof the
freshtroopswereto stopat Kolombang-
ara,buttheelementsof the$?~%h,theanti-
tankunits,andmostof theengineerswere
to go directlyto Munda.11In all, Ima-
muraorderedabout3,000troopsfromthe
Sl~(Jrtl:~l~cls-F:~isiareatotl~eNewGeorgia
Group. Morereinforcementswereto fol-
low. ‘l?llejoint Army-hTavy conference
atRalxtul,on4 ?July,cementedtheunder-
standingbetweentheEighthA~eaA~my
and the SoutheastArea Fleet that the
mainseaandaireffortwouldbedirected
againstthe CentralSolomonswhilethe
troopsalreadyonNewGuineawouldhold
out withoutadditionalhelpfor thetime
being.

Imamura’s promisecl reinforcements
startedto NewGeorgiaon schedule,but
thetransportsbumpedintoanAlliedde-
stroyerforce lurkingin Kula ~hllfand
turnedbackto theShorthandsto awaita
bettertime. The next night,5–6 July,
thetransportssailedagain,and,although
partof theforcewasambushedby Allied
ships,theJapanesemanagedtolandabout
850troopson Kolombangara.’2On New
Georgia,GeneralSasakishovedallavail-
able2%9thRegiment,8th CSiVLF,and
38th D;v&~onsupporttroopsintothede-
fenseof theairfieldin anattemptto hold
outaslongaspossible.His lineof forti-

‘*CIC SoPacFor Item No. 740, dtd 23SeP43,
Go Area (Eighth Area .4rmy) OpO No. 35, dtd
3Ju143,and Item No. 838,dtd 11Nov43,Oki ( Sev-
enteenth.krmy) Group OPONo. 270, dtd 4Ju143.

u This sea encounter, known as the Battle of
Kula Gulf, will be related in connectionwith the
Rice Anchoragelanding in the following chapter.
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fications,spikedwithseacoastanddual-
purposeguns, ringecltl]e coastlineof
MlmdaPoint for some6,500yardsand
thenswunginlal]{lfromRovianaLagoon
for almost3,000yar(ls, As ~(lOl? troops
wereto find6ut1it wasa formidablearea
to crack.

Sasaki’stacticsinthedefenseof theter-
rain betweenthe BarikeRiver and his
mainpositionsa].ou]l(ltheairfieldwereto
counterattackcontinuallyin thehopesof
offsettillg a]~ygain which the NGOl?
nlight make. Skillfully deployil~gthe
forcesavailable,hisfieldcol~~n~a~~dersor-
deredonecol]]pal]yto hold anclthreaten
aflankof tl~eAlliedlil~ewl~ileotherunits
slippedto therearof tileattackerstoraid
andcutcollllllllnictltions.Thisinfiltration
hadthecalculatedtwo-fol(leffectof cl’eat-
ingcasum]tiesandden~oralizi~lgtheattack-
ing force. In ilrstallceswhereit becanle
necessarytoholdaparticularstrongpoil~t,
an an]blw]lsquaclwithordersto fightto
tiledeathwasleft inposition.

Whilepartof theMul~d:~clefel~sefol’ce
wrestledwiththeadvancingAllied(Inits,
other engineersand soldiersfeverisl~ly
builtpillboxes,dugtrellcl~es,al]dcleared
lanesof firein defensivelinesto therear.
EachtimetheJapanesegavegrouncl,they
fellbacktoanotherstrongposition.Well-
cmnouflagedandprotected,thebarrierof
mutually-sl~pporting positions allowed
Sasaki’stroops to contestany ad~ance
stubbornly.Theterrainwasanally,since
it hid the Jnpanesedefensesanclforced
theAlliedattackersto battleagainstthe
jungleandenemytroopssimultaneously.
Sasakihaclan~theradvantnge,too. He
was close to BougainvilleaandtheShort-
hands,al~d although reinforcements-
mainlymachinegun,antitank,al~dartil-
leryIlnits-dribbledintoNewGeorgiain

anunsteadystream,hisstrengthremained
nearlyconstant.TroopsfromKolomban-
gara, tra~~sportedto Munclaby barges
duringthenight,wereat thefront lines
thenextday.

With the Allied lines inchingslowly
towarc]Munda,theJapanesewereaware
tl~attheonlymeansof re-establishingany
type of orderin NewGeorgiadepencled
upona strongcounterattack.Weighing
thetimeelementagainstthedanger-,the
~Jal)anesedecidedon a delayingactionin
theMl~ndaareawhilea colmterattacking
force struckthroughthe upper Barike
Riverregion. As reinforcementsarrived
at Kolol~~bangara,this counteroffensive
was kept ill mind. The grolmdattack
woulclbesta,geclsimultaneouslywithasea
campaign,whichwouldcutA]liedsupply
lineswhiletl~eair fleetspouncledtheAl-
1iedlil~esandrearareasonhTew’Georgia.”

The l.?t,hRegiwent, whichhad moved
in parcelsfrom the Shortlallds,wasse-
lecte{l to straightenthe lines in New
Georgia. 01~8 July, ColonelTolnonari
~v:lsalertedto sendthe I?dBattalionto
Bail’okoHarborto helpCommanderSa-
buroOk~{mura’sKure 6th Agi~~~ defend
thatareafromal~otherbutsmallerAllied
lal~{lingforce. At tl~esametime,Ton~o-
nariwastorelinquishcommandof Kolonl-
bangara’sdefensesto the commanderof
thel’o~~o,swka7th 8iVLF andwiththere-
mainingtwobattalionsof the18thRegi-
n?entadvanceto Mundafor thenewat-
~ack.1’ Okumura,at Bairoko, was to
coverthe73th’sadvancefromKolomban-
gara and thendefendthe Bairokoarea
withoutfurtherassistance.Sasaki’sorders

13GIC SoI’:lcFor Item X(). 730,dt(l23SeP43,SE
Area ForOpO No. 10,dtd 18Ju143.

“ CIC SoPacFor Item No. 676, dtd 30Aug43,
KolombangaraDefOpONo.6, dtd 8Ju143.
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to Tomonariwerefor tilecollnterati:lck-
ing force to move to a bivollac :Ire:~ on a
])la]~tation about five miles l]orth of MIII~-
da. The l-?thw:~sto renlainfl]ereuntil
~asakideemedthatthetil]]eW:ISoppor-
tunefor theattack.

To ensurethattheoperatimlwwlldgo
smoothly,Sasakiestablisheda liaisonpost
at the plantationareaand then senta
gllidetollleetTolI1onariatBairoko. Plans
proceededwithoutahitchasthefirsteche-
lonof about,1,300menmovedby bargeto
Bairokoon 9 ,JLIly. On the llth, another
l,VOOtroops movecl across ~ula Gulf and a
further 1,200 men made the cross-channel
-journey by barge on the ni~ht of the 12th.
The movementswere postponedseveral
daysbynavalactioninthegulf,butjustas
soo~~astheywereabletonlakethecrossing,
all unitsof ColonelTomonari’sattacking
force,mainlythe7sf ancl g~ ~afta7ions, as-
sembledatBairoko.

In movingintothebivouacarea,Tom-
onari’sforceabruptlyranintoatrailblock
set up by part of ColonelI~iversedge’s
NorthernLandingGroup. In abriefbut
sharpencol~nter,theAmericanforcescat-
tered the 13YhRegiment’s leadingele-
ments,andreportedto Liversedgethata
large movementof Japanesereinforce-
mentshadbeenpreventedfrom reaching
Mlmda, Actually,Tomonarihadbroken
off the engagementso as not to disclose
theimpendingcounterattack.Insteadof
stayingtoslugit outwiththeNLG,Tom-
onari withdrewhis two battalions,and
Sasaki’sguidesthenledthe,Japanesesol-
dierstowardMundaover anothertrail.
By themorningof the 13th, Tomonari’s
mainelementswereat theplantationas-
semblyarea.

Withtworegimentsnowin positionto
opposethe landingforce hittingtoward
Mundaonthesollth,Sasakiwasconfident

of his ability to reclaimthe initiative.
Someof hisoptimismcouldhavebeenused
by l~issuperiors,however,becauseArmy-
Navy clisagreernentswere stalling the
progressof furtherhelp in theairfield’s
defense. The Navy,seekingthecommit-
mentof an additionalArmy divisionin
hTewGeorgia,wantedreassurancethat
hTavyinstallationsin Bougainvillea,the
Shortlands,and Rabaulwould be pro-
tected. The Navy suggesteda possible
2,000troopsfor theRiceAnchoragearea,
3,000 more for Mundaairfield,another
2,000to take over the RovianaLagoon
islands,andanadditional4,000to beused
asanattackingforce.

The Army turnedthumbsdown. The
Eighth Area Army had no intentionof
furtherreinforcingtheNewGeorgiaarea.
To Armyplanners,therewasno wayin
whichthewar situationcouldbe altered,
:111(1,:1sa nl:itterof fact,a reappraisalof
the situationhad convincedthem that
Bougainvilleacouldnotbe]le]dlo]lgif the
Alliesattackedthere. Whilethisdiffer-
ence of opinionexisted,GeneralSasaki
wouldhavetomakedowiththeSoutheast
DetachmentForcesalreadyat handand
thosefew scatteredrearechelonandsup-
port troops which destroyer-transports
could rush to Kolombangarafor barge
transferto NewGeorgia.

The occupationforce’sstruggleto ad-
vance on New Georgiawas anxiously

“ I’nless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from : COW80PC[CJu143
WurI); TltirdFlt I{cpt; 43d IrLfIlivHist; NGOF
Account; ~th DcfBn TkOps; XQICGeorgia Cflm-
pai{j)~: IIalsey :llldBryan, Holsc.v’sStor?/: Rentz,
Marines in theCentral Llotomons;Zimmer, -$,3r?’s
ffisior!l.
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watched by the remainder of the NGOF
on Rendova and the barrier islands. .&r-
tillerymen, executing fire missions, noted
that front lines did not move forward.
Landing craft, coxswains, returning from
supply runs to Zanana and Laim-m
beaches, brought back reports of the fight-
ing and distorted stories of the Japanese
infiltration raids. .411 NGOF units knew
that the 172d was stalled in the hills west
of I~aiana and that the 169th was under-
strength and fatigued by the struggle
throngh the jungle. Despite the continual
and intense pounding by three 155mm and
three 105mn~ gun and howitzer battalions,
which seemed to have leveled all ~bove-
ground installations, the enemy still
seemed as strong as ever and apparently
as disposed to continue the fight. Air
strikes, which included as many as 70
planes, bombed the enemy defenses with-
out apparent results except to strip foliage
from the jungle.

Realization that more. Allied troops
would be required had come early in the
campaign. On 6 July, General Hester had
requested, and had been granted, the use
of the 148th Infantry (less one battalion
with the NLG) as division reserve. The
145th Infantry (also less one battalion
with the NLG) was additionally attached
to Hester’s NGOF. Both regiments were
alerted for possible commitment to com-
b~t and, prior to 14 ,July, were moved to
Rendova where they would be readily
available.

With the addition of two regiments as
NGOF reserve, a needed change in the
command structure became more apparent.
For some time, observers had believed that
General Hester’s 43d Division staff, split
between the two tasks of directing a. di-
vision in combat and a larger occupation
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force in a campaign, had been unequal to
the job. Moreover, on the 13th, General
Griswold of the XIV Corps lmcl some dis-
quieting reports for Admiral Halsey and
General Harmon:

~rom an observer viewpoint, things are go-
ing badly. Forty-three division about to
fold up. 31Y opinion is that they will never
take Munda. Enemy resistance to date not
great. My advice is to set up twenty-fifth
division to act with what is left of thirty-
seventh division if this operation is to be
successful.lb

Halsey, on 9 July, had directed Harmon
to name a corps commander to take com-
mand of all ground troops on New Geor-
gia. Now, after Griswold’s first-hand re-
port from the front lines, Halsey told
Harmon to take whatever steps he thought
necessary to straighten out the situation.
Griswold and his XIV Corps staff was
ordered to assume command of the NGOF
and Hester was returned to the command
solely of the 43d Division.17 All ground
forces, including those of the 37th Di-
vision, now in the hTGOF, as well as the
161st Regiment from the 25th Division,
were ~ssigned to Griswold’s command.
The new hTGOF leader, requesting a few
days for reorganization, promised a
prompt, coordinated attack. The com-
mand change was eflective at midnight,
14 July, a date which happened to coincide
with the long-planned relief of Rear Ad-

‘“ Griswold disp to Harmon, dtd l&J11113,
quoted in ~“(’toGeor@a (7ampaign, p. III–39.

i? .4nlong re,lso~ls he l:itm cited for recOLUmend-

ing the shift in command, General Harmon noted
that Admiral Turner “was inclined more and
more to take active control of land operations.”
Turner disagreed strongly \vith Harmon’s recom-
mendation on Hester’s relief as ATGOF com-
mander, but Harmon convinced Halsey of the
necessity f{}r this change. Miller, Rcduetio71 of
Rabaul, pp. 12>124.
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miral Turner by Rear Admiral Theodore
S. Wilkinson as Commander, III .4mphib-
ious Force. Turner returned to Pearl
Harbor to take command of amphibious
forces in the Central Pacific.

The addition of tanks and a fresh bat-
talion of infantry to the forces at Laiana
beach buoyed the hopes of the NGOF that
the impetus of the attack could be resumed.
The tank platoon of the 9th Marine De-
fense Battalion had landed on Rendova
with its parent unit, but had not been re-
quired for seizure of the island. The tanks
later moved to Zanana Beach to support
an engineer mission shortly after the
NGOF began its attack. The marshy
ground in the vicinity of the Barike balked
attempts to use armor in support of infan-
try operations, however, so the eight tanks
were withheld from action until Laiana
was taken. Here, it was reported, the
ground was more firm and could support
armored operations.

Forward movement of the 172d Infan-
try in the Laiana area had virtually ceased
when the Marine armor arrived. The en-
emy>s defensive line, a series of pillboxes
dug into the hill mass rising just forward
of the American lines, stubbornly resisted
attack. Infantrymen attempting to push
ahead were driven back by fierce machine
gun fire from the camouflaged positions.
In the hopes that a coordinated tank-
infantry thrust. could crack the defenses,
an attack was planned for 15 July.

On the morning of the 15th, three tanks
reported to the 2d Battalion, 172d on the
left, while another trio of tanks moved
toward the 3d Battalion on the right.
Tangled underbrush hid stumps and logs
that hampered attempts to get into posi-
tion, and the drivers had to bzck and turn
the machines constantly to move ahead.
In the left zone, the first opposition, which

came from a log and coral emplacement,
was promptly knocked out by 37mm high
explosive rounds and machine gun fire.
Two grass bivouac shelters were peppered
with canister rounds 18 and machine gun
fire, and six to eight dead enemy were re-
ported in each by the 172d’s infantrymen
following the machines.

Further progress was stopped, however,
by enemy machine gun and rifle fire which
began to pour from other camouflaged po-
sitions. The infantrymen sought cover.
The Marine tanks, without infantry sup-
port, were forced to resort to a deadly
game of ‘blind man’s bluff. Hit from one
direction, the tanks wheeled—only to re-
ceive fire from another quarter. By alter-
nating canister with high explosive
rounds, the tankers stripped camouflage
from emplacements and then blasted each

bunker as it was uncovered. Enemy sol-
diers attemptir,g to flee the positions were
killed by machine guns. Opposition grad-
ually ceased, and the infantrymen moved
forward. The advance marked the first
significant gain in several days.

In the right zone, the other three tanks

were also blast ing hidden positions which
supporting infantrymen marked with
tracer bullets. At one time the tanks were
under fire from five hidden bunkers and
dugouts. Combat was so close in the thick,
hilly jungle that in several instances the

muzzles of the 37mm guns could not be
depressed enough to engage the enemy
positions. Continually drummed upon by
small-arms fire, and blasted repeatedly by
grenade and mortar bursts, the armor
withdrew after clearing the enemy from
one hill. The 3d Battalion immediately

‘mShort-range 37mm ammunition similar to an
over-sized shotgun shell.
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occupied the positions and set up defenses.
The only casualty suffered by the Marines
in the engagement WM one driver injured
when a hidden log jammed its way
through a floor hatch.

On the following day, three tanks with
six infantrymen following each machine
moved around the base of the hill taken
by the 3d Battalion and pushed through
the heavy jlmgle toward the next hill.
The tanks raked the underbrush with fire
and then pumped explosive shells into the
enemy positions. A number of pillboxes,
dugouts, and enemy shelters were knocked
out. Only rifle and automatic weapons fire
opposed the advance, and the infantrymen
quickly moved forward. In the 2d Bat-
talion zone on the left flank, defenses on
the coast were outflanked by the tanks,
which maneuvered along the shore line
firing at the blind sides ancl rear of the
bunkers. After nearly 200 yards of prog-
ress, the tankmen discovered they were
without infantry support and returned to
the lines. A second attack was stalled by
heavy mortar tire which drove the sup-
porting infantrymen back to their fox-
holes.

Unprotected by infantry, the tanks kept
firing to the front and sides to keep en-
emy soldiers from attacking. Heavy

jungle growth limited visibility to only a
few yards and rest ricted maneuver of the
machines. While trying to disengage
from the battle, the tanks were rocked by
heavy explosions, apparently from magn-

etic antitank grenades tossed against the
machines by enemy soldiers hidden in the
dense thicket all about the armor. The
rear machine was blasted twice, and eacl~
of the other two tanks was damaged
slightly by similar explosions. Swiveling

and turning, the tanks fired at every n~ove-
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ment in the brush, and, by sweeping the
jungle with canister and machine gun
fire, managed to break clear and crawl back
toward friendly lines.

That night, the 3d Battalion, 103d In-
fantry relieved 2/172 in the left zone and
another coordinated tank-infantry attack
was scheduled. Working all night, 16–17
,July, the Marines had five tanks available
for combat. By prior agreement, 30 in-
fantrymen were to accompany each nla-
chine and the tanks were not to move un-
less soldiers supported them. The day’s

attack had hardly begun, however, before
stiff enemy opposition developed. Ma-
chine gun and rifle fire spewed from a
number of concealed positions, and bullets
ricocheted among the infantrymen fol-
lowing the armor. Soldiers, returning the
fire, attempted to locate the emplacements
so that, the tanks’ 37nnn guns could be di-
rected against the enemy.

As the tanks maneuvered toward the en-
emy defenses, the lead machine was sud-
denly sprayed with flame thrower fuel by
a Japanese in a camouflaged position. The
fuel did not ignite, and the enemy soldier
was quickly killed. In such close combat,
however, even nearby infantrymen could
not protect the tanks from hidden enemy
soldiers who suddenly appeared to toss
ma~gnetic grenades on the tanks. The third
machine, hit by such a missile, took a gap-
ing hole near the hull. Two crewmen
mere wounded. A hasty look behind them
convinced the Marines that the infantry-
men had fallen behind, and that protec-
tion was gone. Covering each other by
fire, the tanks moved back with one of the
undamaged vehicles towing the disabled
machine.

Although no long gains had been made

in the three-day attack, the commitment



104 ISOLATION OF RABAUL

of armor on the extreme left flank of the
NGOF front had helped wedge an opening
into Sasaki>s defenses. A line of pillboxes
stretching from Laiana beach northwest
for more than 400 yards had been
breached. Typical of the defenses was a
cluster of seven pillboxes which covered a
frontage of only 150 yards, each position
defending and supporting the next. Over-

head and frontal protection consisted of
two thicknesses of coconut logs ancl three

feet of coral. Skillfully camouflaged, with
narrow firing slits, the bunkers were virtu-

ally a part of the terrain and surrounding

jungle.

TOil!ONARl REP.UL,YED “

The Japanese counterattack hit just as

the NGOF paused to consolidate its gains,
restore contact and communication, and ef-
fect a reorganization and reinforcement.
Through coincidence or superior combat
intelligence, General Sasaki committed the
13th Regiment at a time when its appear-
ance would provide the greatest shk-k ef-

fect. (See Map 6.)
Following its zrrival at Bairoko and the

move to the plantation area, the Tomo7wm”
Force scattered in small groups to reas-

semble north of the Barike River area.
Sasaki’s orders to Tomonari were:

The L3th Regiment will immediately ma-
neuver in the area of the upper reaches of
the Barike River; seek out the flank and
rear of the main body of the enemy who

“ Unless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is derived from : New, Geor.yia Campaign.;
NGOF Account; .ji?d In fDivHist; 9th DefBn
WarD, Ju143; SE Area iiTc?wOps-I; SE Area

NacOps-II; ONI, Combat .Narratiffe8 X; Rentz,
Marines in the Central S’olomons; Zimmer, &ld’s

History.

landed on the beach east of the Barike River
and attark, annihilating them on the coast.m

To accomplish this task, Colonel Tomo-
nari was to take over the defensive posi-
tions k the designated area and establish
a base from which attacks could be staged.
Colonel Hirata’s %Wth, with as mudh
strength as possible, was to coordinate
with the 13th and attack the American
left flank.

Despite Sasaki’s precautions, however,
the Tomonari Force was observed moving
toward the Barike. On 1? July, the 43d
Division Reconnaissance Troop, screening
the open right flank of the NGOF, re-
ported that a large body of enemy, num-
bering from 200 to 300 men, had been
observed moving toward the rear of the
NGOF. One platoon of the troop at-
tempted to ambush this force but was over-
run. Sasaki’s admonitions to keep contact
notwithstanding, communication between
the Tornonari Force and the fR9th was
broken, and the two counterattacks were
never synchronized. On the right flank
of Sasaki’s units, the ,?d Bctt~7fon, LWth

was kept off balance by the tank-infantry

attacks of the 172d. Farther nortkq th8
169th was in a commanding position and

was able to call down artillery fire on any
observed group of enemy infantry, and
thus effectively forestalled any threat of a

push through the center of the line. Only
the attack from the upper Barike
materialized.

Shortly after dark on the 17th, enemy
troops hit almost simultaneously at the

rear- area and beach installations of the
43d Division. Soldiers helping to evacu-
ah wounded were themselves cut down.

n CIC SoPacFor Item No. 702, dtd 13Se@3,
New Georgia DefOpO No. 35, dtd 13Ju143.
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In a series of sharp skirmishes, Japanese
infiltrators struck at the. medical collect-
ing station, the engineer bivollac area, the
43d T)ivision CP, and the beach defenses.
For a short time, the fate of the command
post was held in one thin telephone line.
Altllongh most lines were cut, contact with
the artillery units on the adjacent islands
was still open over one line, and support
was urgently requested. Accurate and de-
structive artillery fire that virtually ringed
the command post was the quick reply. In
several instances, concentrations within
150 yards of the CP were requested and
received. In a matter of moments, the
Tomonari Force was scattered, and al-

though the CP area was under attack all
cluring the night, repeated concentrations
falling almost within Allied positions kept
any large-scale assault, from developing.

In the beachhead area, Army service
nnits, the 172d’s antit~nk company, and

the 9th Defense Battalion’s antiaircraft
detachment were also hit. A Marine pa-
trol, investigating the (7P situation, re-
turned to report that a body of enemy
infantry of near battalion strength was
moving between the CP and the beach.
Reclaiming two .30 caliber machine guns
from an Army supply dump by piecing to-
gether parts from a number of gins, half
of the 52-man Marine detachment went
forward to set up an ambush ahead of the
advancing Japanese, while the other half
remained behind to man the antiaircraft
defenses. The ambush stopped the first
enemy attack, and, after the Marines fell
back to the beach defenses, tile attack was
]~ot renewed. The reason was apparent
tIle next morning. T~~o Malines W11Ovol-
unteered to remain bell il~[l at the ambush
had effect ivel y stopped t1le counterattack

by repulsing four attempts. Only one of
the two Marines survived the attack, which
left 18 enemy defid littered about the guns.

The night of 17 July virtually ended all
,Japanese attempts to regain the initiative.
Tlm Tom onmi Force, in small groups, ap-
peared from time to time in various areas,
raiding and infiltrating, but was not an ef-
fective threat. Up to the time of the re-
sumption of the NGOF attack, Sasaki still
harbored hopes that he could collect his
scattered forces for another attempt, but
the rapidly-accelerating Allied buildup
nullified all his efforts.

{’ORP,~ REORGANIZATION
AND ATTACK 2’

.4 number of Army units were close at
hand for ready reinforcement of the
NGOF lines. These were promptly or-
dered to New Georgia when the Japanese

“ l’nless otherwise noted, the material in this
section is (lerived from : NmI>Gcorgiu Campaign;

3-VW Cwrgio (’mabat; NGOF Account; ComAir-
SOIS StrikWomd WarD, 2Apr-25Ju143 ; CornAir
Xew Georgia S.kR, 29Jun–13Aug43 ; 37th InfDiv
Rept of Ops in the Munda Campaign, dtd
Z5A+llg43; 3~th InfI)iv AR 22Jul–5Aug43, n.d. ;

37th InfDiv .Jnl 22.Jul–5Aug43 ; -j:;d lnfD ivHLst;
(’01 Stuart A. Baxter Rc?pt of Ops of the 148th
Iuf (–3d Bn ) in New Georgia 18Jul–5Aug43, n.d. ;
NarrativeRept CbtActivities of 1/148, dtd
13Sep43 ; 9t/~ DrffJn !J’7iO~($; 10th DefBn AR of
TkI’lat in New Georgia Campaign, dtd 3Sep43:
11tb DefBn WarI), Aug–Sep43, hereafter Ilth
T)cflltl T1’arI); SE .4 rea XavOp8—I; ISA’ Area

XUK)W-II; Maj Gen Oscar W. Griswold Rept to
LtGen I.eslie ,J. McXair, dtd 21 Sep43; Robert F.
K:(rt,leritz, cd., The 25tl~ lliri~ion and World
Il”ar II (Baton Rouge, La. : Army and A’avy
l’ublifihing Co., 1947), hereafter Karolevitz, 25th
I~tfI)irHist; Stanley A. Frankel, The .97th In-
fatt tr~j ~i~’isic)n in World Wnr II (Washington;

Infantry .Tonrnal Press, 1!M7 ), hereafter Frankel,
,~;fh17?fIlir}Iist; Rentz, Mal.incs i)l thrC’cntrut

S’olf~H/uHx; Zimmer, &’d’s Histor~.
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counterattacked. The 148th Infantry was
on Kokorana when the emergency alerted
that unit at 0100 on the l~th: the 1st Bat-
talion, dispatched imll}ediately, came
ashore xt Zanana fully expecting to fincl
the beach area in enemy hands and the
43d Division CP wiped out. By this time,
however, the serious threat had passed and
when the regiment was assembled> it began
moving to the front lines. Although an
advance party was hit by remnants of the
I.?thInfantry,tile 148th pushed forward
aggressively, cleared the opposition, and
moved into the rear area of the 169th by
nightfall of the 18th.

The 145th Regiment, which already had
one battalion in place as reserve for the
43d Division, reached the rear of the 169th
lines on the 20th. Upon the arrival the
same day of Major General Robert S.
Bei.ghtler, the 37th Infantry Division as-
sumed responsibility for the sector and the
169th Infantry was relieved. Colonel Hol-
land, who had directed the 169th in its
capture of the hills overlooking Munda,
returned to command of the 145th. The
169th’s 1st and 2d Battalions, tired and
badly depleted, departed for Rendova for
a needed rest. The 3d Battalion remained
on New Georgia as 43d Division reserve.

The arrival of other units also strength-
ened the NGOF lines. The 161st Infantry,
detached from the 2“5th Division on Gua-
dalcanal, debarked on the 21st. Attached
to the 37th Division, the regiment moved
into bivouac on the division’s right flank.
The remainder of the 103d Regiment
joined the 3d Battalion on New Georgia,
on the 21st and 22d of July, and, from that
point on, the 103d (less the 1st Battalion
still at Segi ) fought as a regiment. Addi-
tional antiaircraft protection against the
periodic Japanese air raids on New Geor-

gia and Rendova was provided by a de-
tachment of 4 officers and 140 men from
the Marine llth Defense Battalion. Alert-
ed early in the campaign for possible com-
mitment, a 90mm battery, augmented by
four 40mm guns and four .50 caliber ma-
chine guns, was sent to Kokorana Island
from Guadalcanal on 18 July.

During the period 18-24 July, while the
NGOF swelled in size as fresh regiments
poured in, the front lines of tile New Geor-
gia Force remained static. At this time,
the main positions of the NGOF traced an
irregular pa.ttern through the hilly jnn-
gle in a northwest direction from Laiana
Beach to the steep hills guarding the
northern approach to Munda.. Into this
4,000-yard front, still about three miles
from Munda, General Griswold moved the
two divisions with orders to continue the
attack on the 25th. In the southern sec-
tor, General Hester’s 43d Division had the
103d Infantry (Lieutenant Colonel Les-
ter E. Brown) anchored to the coast with
the 172d Infantry (Colonel Ross) on the
right. In the 37th Division’s zone of at-
tack on the north, General Beightler had
placed the 145th Infantry (Colonel Hol-
land) on the left flank and the 148th In-
fantry (Colonel Stuart A. Baxter) on the
extreme right flank with the added mission
of protecting the right flank and rear of
the NGOF. The 161st Infantry (Colonel
James M. Dalton) was assigned as the in-
terior unit between the 145th and the
148th. To insure a rapid advance, the
frontline units were directed by General

Griswold to bypass all strong points, leav-
ing these for the reserve units to eliminate.

Combat action during the period in
which the NGOF reorganized and rested
was limited. As each front-line unit

moved into place, patrols sought to deter-
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mine the disposition and strength of the
tJapanese units to the front. Occasionally,
scattered bands of 13th Regiment’s sol-
diers were encountered, and a number of
confused, short skirmishes resulted. Cas-
ualties to both sides were light.

The hTGOF had one advantage. The
ground fighting had been relatively free
of air interference, and most of the bomb-
ing attacks were by friendly planes on
rear area enemy defenses. The Japanese
had attempted but failed in several at-
t,empts to locate the NGOF front lines for
a bombing and strafing attack. Segi,
Wickham, and Viru, however, were visited
regularly by nocturnal aircraft which the
troops-conforming to South Pacific cus-
tom—tagged with the euphemisms of

“One-Bomb Bill” or “Washing-machine
Charlie.” Most of the Japanese air at-
tempts, though, appeared to be aimed at
Rendova where the bulk of supplies was
stockpiled. An alert air cover, helped by
antiaircraft batteries, kept enemy planes
at a wary distance.

Air support missions requested by Gen-
eral Mulcahy a.s CornAir New Georgia
were generally directed at, the easily
identifiable targets around Munda field.

Close air support for troops fighting in
dense jungle had proven impractical with
target designation so difficult. Air-
ground coordination, struggling against
the handicaps of visibility and communi-
cations, was not helped by the inaccurate
operation maps. Even though gridded,
the photo-mosai~ were not precise enough
for such close work, where a slight error
might result in heavy hTGOF loses.
Then, too, in the fighting where daily

progress was measured in 200- or 300-yard
gains, the troops were reluctant to with-
draw for an air strike. Soldiers reported

that when they had pulled back to provide
a zone of safety for air strikes or artillery
and mortar preparations, the enemy sim-
ply moved forward into the abandoned
area and waited for the bombing or artil-
lery to lift before moving back into their
original positions in time to defend against
the expected ground attack.

Requested support missions were flown
by Strike Command, Com.4irSols. The
New Georgia support was in addition to
the repeated bombing and strafing strikes
at enemy shipping and airfields at Kahili,
Ballale., Vila, Enogai-Bairoko, and Bou-
gainvillea. The planes flew cover for task
groups and friendly shipping as well.
During the period 30 June to 25 ,July, the
start of the corps offensive in New
Georgia, the Strike Command squadrons
flew 156 missions involving 3,119 sorties.
In addition to more than four million
pounds of explosives dropped on enemy
installations, the ComAirSols planes
counted 24 enemy ships sunk and another
28 damaged. A total of 428 fighter planes
and 136 bombers were reported as de-
stroyed by ConAirSols pilots. Strike
Command losses in the Central Solomons
during the period were 80 planes.

The final push on Munda, promised the
hardest fighting of the campaign. Be-

tween the NGOF and its objective were
more than 4,500 yards of low but steep
hills, irregular and broken, densely cov-
ered with tropical rain forest, and laced

with enemy defenses. Reports of the pa-
trols and observation of bunkers already

taken indicated that the enemy soldiers
were dug in and covered by low, two-level
camouflaged coral and log emplacements
with deadly interlocking fields of fire.
Trenches bulwarked by coconut logs com
netted the bunkers. NGOF soldiers were
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well aware that the enemy would have
to be routed from these positions and that
resistance until death was standard prac-
tice. Further, the soldiers knew that the
enemy often abandoned one bunker to man
another, and then, after the first bunker
had been overrun, returned to defend it
again. .4n area gained in attack during
one day had to be cleared of infiltrators
the following day.

Prior to the 25 July attack by the NGOF,
an attempt was made by Marine tanks to
crack the hill complex south of Laiana
Beach and bring the 43d Division units on
a line with the 37th Division. Withdrawn
from further engagements in that sector
after the 17 July attack, the 9th Defense
Battalion tanks were sent into action again
on the 24th. An artillery preparation
prior to 0700 pounded a 100-yard” zone in
front of the lines before the armor moved
out from the lines of the left battalion of
the 172d Infantry. Repulsed by a strong-
ly defended position in that sector, the
Marine tanks tried again from the adjoini-
ng battalion of the 103d Infantry on the
left. Although several pillboxes were
knocked out, the tanks were forced to with-
draw after one machine was blinded by
hits on the periscope. Two other ma-
chines sputtered with engine trouble
caused by low-octane fuel and overheat-
ing. The withdrawal was made under fire,
the disabled machine under tow by an-
other.

Another point of tenacious defense was
met by the 161st Infantry. Dalton’s reg-
iment, attempting to move up to the line
of departure, was told that only two pill-
boxes were to his immediate front. A re-

inforced platoon, making the initial at-
tack, knocked out the two pillboxes but

then uncovered another network of forti-
fications. A strong company was sent in-
to the area. Two more pillboxes were
knocked out, but 12 more were uncovered.
At this point, the regiment moved in and
knocked out these strong points before
discovering more pillboxes. At last, with
the 25 July attack impending, the regi-
ment bypassed the fortifications and
moved up to the line of departure. But
before the pocketed strong point was re-
duced, “it took the combined efforts of
two battalions, 3,000 rounds of 81mm mor-
tar fire, the use of tanks, and the passage
of seven day’s time.” 22

As General Griswold’s NGOF poised
for the final make-or-break assault on
Munda, his adversary was forced to face
the contest with a dwindling stack of
chips. XIV Corps intelligence officers es-
timated that General Sasaki had lost about
2,000 troops, including 1,318 counted dead,
of the more than 4,500 which he had avail-
able earlier.23 His biggest gamble had
failed—matched and beaten by a larger
reserve. The 13th Regimzmt had now fil-
tered back toward Munda to take up de-
fensive positions to the northeast. The
main units of the .%?9th Regiment, which
had so bitterly contested the advanm of
the NGOF from the Barike, had taken
steadily mounting casualties. Nearly cut
off from the rest of the command by the
pressure of the NGOF attack, the 229th
took up final positions in the Munda hills,
the battalions and companies considerably
intermingled. General Sasaki, hoping to
avoid some of the pounding aimed at ‘Ko-
kengola Hill, moved his headquarters from
the airfield to the plantation north of it.

2’ 37th InfDiv Ops, op. cit., p. 4.

= USAFISPA IntelRept No. 27, dtd 24Ju143.
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With the worsening situation in New
Georgia came new realization and uneasi-
ness that Japanese positions in Bougain-
villea would be as quickly overrun. A sea-
plane carrier protected by five destroyers,
trying to reach that island on 22 July, was
attacked by a force of 16 dive bombers, 18
torpedo bombem (all from VMTB-143),
and 16 heavy bombers which stopped the
reinforcement effort cold. Only 189 men
out of 618 Army personnel aboard the car-
rier survived. .41s0 lost were 22 tanks,
heavy equipment, ~qms, fuel, and anlmuni-
tion destined for the Central Solomons de-
fenders. The destroyers, however, man-
aged to land some troops.

Sasaki continued to hope for reinforce-
ments, but the Allied clamp on Kula Gulf
was too tight. The only major unit to
reach New Georgia was the understrength
230th Regiment, a remnant from the Gua-
dalcanal withdrawal. Only about 400 men
reached Munda, and these were put into
the final defense around Kokengola Hill.
The pincers movement of the NGOF and
the concentrated shelling and bombing
counted toward making the Central Solo-
mons situation doubtful, but the blockade
of Kula Gulf by Allied destroyer forces,
torpedo boats, and night and day air pa-
trols was perhaps the telling factor. “Con-
sequently,” the enemy was forced to admit,
“the fate of the Munda sector became a
matter of time. ” 24

General Sasaki, a realist, confessed that
the Allies had complete material superior-
ity and that a sustained push by the
NGOF would collapse his command. Al-
though he was envious of his opponents’
artillery, communication, and large land-
ing boats, he was critical of the NGOF
soldier—who, he said, advanced slowly,

% NE Area A’a@ps-11, p. 32.

failing to take advantage of his strength
and equipment:

They awaited the results of several days’
bombardments before a squad advanced.
Positions were constructed and then strength
increased. When we counterattacked at
close quarters, they immediately retreated
and with their main strength in the rear
engaged our pursuing troops with rapid fire.
The infantry did not attack in strength, but
gradually forced a gap and then infiltrated.
Despite the cover provided by tank firepower,
the infantry would not come to grips with
us and charge. The tanks were slow but
were movable pillboxes which could stop and
neutralize our fire.=

The defense of the airfield had also de-

pleted Sasaki’s forces. The Japanese SOl-

dier, fatigued and muddy, was forced to

fight in some instances on only one rice

ball a day. Kept irritated and sleepless

by the constant bombardment, the Munda

defender was gaunt, weary, and hungry—

but still determined. Despite the hard-
ships, morale was high and the Japanese
soldier was “prepared to die in honor, if
necessary.” ‘G

The hTGOF attack, now corps-size,
opened on 25 July when five-inch shells
rained upon the Munda area from seven
destroyers. At 0630, heavy bombers be-
gan dropping 500-pound bombs and fol-
lowed up with a rain of 120- and
300-pounders. Next came flights of tor-
pedo bombers and scout bombers which
dropped 2,000-pound and 1,000-pound
bombs. In all, 171 planes took part in the
saturation bombing of the area paralleling

the entire front lines. Special attention
was given to defensive positions in the

= CIC SoPacFor Item No. 877, dtd 2Dec43, SE
DetComdRept to Seventeenth Army CofS, late
JU143.

~ CIC SoPacFor Item No. 1026, dtd 8Feb44,
Translated Enemy Diary.
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hills near the lagoon and the heavily de-
fended strong point in the centxm of the
,Japznese defensive 1ine, which the NCIOF
troops called Horseshoe Mountain because
of its U-shaped appearance. Bibolo Hill,
guarding Munda, was also worked over.
(See Map 6.)

As the attack began, Japanese air units
attempted to retaliate. At 0930, a flight
of from 60 to ’70 enemy fightere bore down
on h’ew Georgia, but the air cover provided
by ComAirSols held off the attack. Ad-
ditional Allied fighter planes, hastily
scrambled from Segi’s newly completed
airstrip, arrived in time to discourage a

second attempt by the enemy planes.
NGOF artillery, firing parallel to tihe

front lines, lashed the area to be attacked;
and, with this awesome display of fire-
power to pave the way, the NGOF regi-
ments began to move forward. One Jap-
anese soldier, astounded by the volume of
shellingj wondered, “Are they intending to
smash Munda with naval and heavy ar~il-
~ery ~~~27 In the 43d Division sector, the
9th Defense Battalion tanks were called to
rescue troops of 3/103 held up by a strong
point. Aided by a flanking movement of
the 172d’s 2d Battalion, the tanks slashed
through the rear of the enemy positions
facing the 103d, and the Japanese hastily
abandoned their positions to flee toward
the next line of hills. Elements of the
103d then pushed toward the relatively
clear plantation area between La.iana and
Muncia. The advance was about 500
yards. The 3d Battalion of the 169th then
moved out of reserve positions to fill the
gap between the 103d and the 172d.

The main effort of the first day’s attack

was made in the 37th Division zone. The
145th Infantry, the left flank unit, held

“ USAFIPS.4 IntelRept No. 40, dtd 260ct43.

its positions in order to straighten the
NGOF lines, while the 161st and 148th
pressed the attack. Stiff resistance from
the defenders of Horseshoe Mountain held
the 161st to a slight gpin, but the 148th
easily advanced about 600 yards against
occasional fire from small outposts. By
nightfall, the NGOF had pressed itself
against the Japanese front lines.

Marine tanks were in support of both
divisions the following day. A newly ar-
rived weapon making a first appearance in
the fighting, the flame thrower, was com-
bined with tanks from the 9th Defense
Battalion to crack a belt of 74 pillboxes
on a 600-yard front whit’h faced the 103d
and 172d regiments. The day’s attack put
the 43d Division well into the rear of the
Laiana defenses. Farther north, the 145th
continued to hold fast while the 161st at-
tempted to crack the resistance to the
front. A fresh Marine tank platoon, six
of the machines from the loth Defense
Battalion, was committed to action in an
attempt to clear the Horeeshoe Mountain
defenses.

After a five-hour struggle against the
thick jungle and steep terrain, a total of
14 pillboxes had been demolished. The
tanks, crashing through a thick under-
brush tangled by fallen logs and stumps,
finally located the enemy fortifications
near a large clearing. Infantry support,
however, was often pinned down by mur-
derous enemy fire, and the tanks were
forced to twist and turn, pivot and back-
track, to keep enemy riflemen from assauR-
ing the machines with magnetic grenades.
Three tanks were knocked out and aban-
doned before the Marine tankers could
disengage from the furious fighting. l’he

strong point remained, however, only par-
tially silenced. That night, close-in artil-
lery fire ringed the abandoned tanks so
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tlmt enenly soldiers could not, use them as
pill lmxcs.

On the far ri~ht, Colonel Baxter’s 148th
Infantry continued to drive ahead against
only sli~llt resistance, adwmcing another
800 yards tl~esecond d’ay. The move, hoN--
ever, put, the 37th Dil”ision far abed of
tile 43(I Di~isiol~. To S(raighten the lines,
the next attack effort would be directed
ag~inst tile enemy in the South. If the
103d and 172d collld press past tl~e open
south side of the Horseshoe Nfouutain de-
fenses, the penetration nlight relieve the.
pressure on the central portion of the
NGOF line.

Marine tanks were to spearl~ead the 43d
Division attack in the south on the 27tl~,
but the advance bad hardly started be-
fore the lead tank was blasted by an anti-
tank gun. Confusion resulted. The first.
tank, with casualties among the crew?
stalled. As it.started again and attempted
to back up, it rammed the second tank. A
third tank was hit immediately by ant.i-
t~nk fire. As a fourth md fifth machine
moved Lip, one was blasted by mna~etic

mines and the other, after raking the

~lln~le with machine gun fire, m-as also dis-

abled by a grenade. All machines, how-

ever, by mutual fire assistance, managed

to limp back to friendly lines. But the

day’s attack virtually ended the combat

efficiency of the 9th Defense Battalion tank

platoon. Of the ei@t machines brought

ashore, five had been disabled that day, a
sixd~ had been disabled previously, and
tv-o others ~~ereunder repair. Four tanks
were reported deadlined permanently. In
addition, the platoon had a llunlber of
drivers and crewmen liilled or Tvounded.

Progress along the line on the 97th ha(l
been slight, for (l~o localized strong points
rontinue(l to hold IID tlle advance. Tile
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-13d Division still faced a rugged defen-
sive area in the south which repeated tank-
infantry assaults had failed to dent, and
the 37th Division was hung up against
the Horseshoe Mountain line, kingpin of
‘3~ asaki’s resistance. To XIV Corps ob-
servers, it was plain that the capture of
either strong point would result in the
downfall of the other.

On 28 July, 3/103 followed four Marine
tanks into attack on the coast area after a
30-minute mortar md artillery prepara-
tion. ‘1’he attack proved to be tile finest

example of tank-infantry tactics of the
campai~g. lTTith the machines guarded
and supported by the infantry, the bat-
talion advanced in a series of spurts. For
tlle first. time, the tanks were operating
over relatively flat and open terrain with
dry footing. Enemy opposition began to
falter, then dwindled rapidly, as the at-
tackers rushed ahead. Even three direct
hits by antitank ~mns on the lead tank
failed to stop the attack. The enemy gun
emplacement was overrun a few moments
later. Completely routing the enemy in a
500-yard advance, the infantrymen took
up defensive positions ~~hile the tanks con-
tinued to range ahead. One tank was hit,,
but managed to limp back to the lines.
The day’s advance had completely broken
the Japanese defenses in the south.

In the north, the 161st jumped off in
an attack without prior artillery prepara-
tion and caught the enemy unawares, In
a brief skirmish, the 161st occupied a ridge
which had held up the advance for two

days. At this time, the attention of the
3TGt3F \Yassuddenly drawn to the right
flank \vhele the 148th had abruptjl y found
itself i]) troul) le. .\s Colonel IIaxter rlle-
fllll v a(lll.littd later: ‘&Don”t foruet. beiwz,
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too aggressi~e can often get you into as
much hot water as doing nothing.”’s

Baster’s regiment, pushing ahead
:Ig(lillst,~ve:]k:llld sc:lttered opposition, had
reached the Mul~d:~-Bairoko trail, but in
so doing ha(l opened a hole between the
I%tll n~~d161st. With two battalions ill
the attack, the 148th hacl been unable to
1)111.gtile gap, illl(l, as at tile IJarilce River
earlier, alert ,Japanese soldiers quickly in-
filtrated. That night, the rear supply
dmllp of the l+8th was under determined
attack by an enemy force of considerable
size. Support troops managed to beat off
n three-sidecl enemy assault by using ration
boxes and supply cartons as barricades,
much in the manner of frontier wagon
trains under atf ack by Indians. Elements
of the 148th, which had reached as far as
13ibolo Hill west of the airfield to confirm
indications thzt the enemy was abandoning
that front, now rushed back to the defense
of the supply dump. In this instance, the
148th virtually had to fight its way to the
rear as about 250 Japanese in small bands
with machine guns and mortars, probably
remnants of the Yomonari Force. harassed
the unit for three nights. The 148th
reached the supply dump and established
contact with the 161st before turning about
to resume the attack toward the northern
part of Bibolo Hill.

Although the 43d Division, now under
the command of Major General John R.
Hedge who had relieved General Hester,
continued to push forward along the coast
in rapidly increasing g~ins~ the center of
the NTGOF continued to be snagged on the
enemy defenses on Horseshoe Mountain.
First. break in the barrier came on 30 July
when the l’72d attacked and occupied w

small ridge complex southeast of the main

“ Baxter Rept, op. cit., p. 16.
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defenses. The following day, 31 July, the
169th attacked and completed the reduc-
tion of the southern anchor of the Japa-
nese strong point. The advance, however,
still failed to break the Horseshoe de-
f enses.

On 1 August, the 43d Division punched
through to the outer taxiway of Munda
airfield. The move put the Allied force
almost in the rear of Sasaki>s last strong
point, and enemy resistance on Horseshoe
Mountain suddenly dissolved. The air-
field defenders had at last succumbed to
the steady pressure of the NGOF.

The withdrawal had been ordered after
the New Geo~-gia Defense Force had be-
come steadily weakened by lack of ammu-
nition, food, and additional troops. Al-
though a few destroyers managed to make
Kolombamgara, practically all Japanese
transportation and supply lines had been
strangled. On 29 July, an officer courier of
the .?i’ig?tth Fleet had arrived at Munda to
relay to Sasaki the order to fall back to the
line of hills ringing Munda for a last-ditch
stand. The airfield was to be defended
even at the price of Kolombangara. Rein-
forcements would come. Following in-
structions, Sasaki pulled what scattered
elements he could find back to his last de-
fense. As the campaign drew to a close,
his line was held by the Z29th Regiment

on the south part of Bibolo Hill with the
undermanned 23(M Regiment cm Koken-
gola Hill. On the extreme left flank were
units of Tomonari’s 13th Regiment.zV
Remnants of the 8th CS.IVLF were com-
bined with Army lmits for a last-ditch
stand.

At, the close of the fighting on 2 August,
the 43d Division was perched on the last

“ Sopa~For IT)W I1]terrogationRept No. 1~~.

(lt(l 24 Nov43.
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low row of hills overlooking Munda air-
field, ancl the 37th Division v-as graduwlly
tightening the lines around the northern
part of the airfield. The following day,
Hedge’s troops cnptured tbe southern part
of 13ibolo Hill while the 37th Division
moved cautiollsly but swiftly through iso-
lated pillbox nrezs northwest of the field.
The 148th, reaching the Munda-Bairoko
trail once more, ambushed a large force of
enemy fleeing the area. (See Map 7.)

As the two divisions resumed the attack
on 4 .iugust, the only opposition facing
the 43d Division came from Kokengola
Hill in the middle of the airfield. While a
rzin of artillery and mortar shells blasted
the hill, Mmrine tanks from the 10th and
llth Defense Battalions roamed about the
airfield, flushing snipers and blasting
rubble-hidden fortifications. The tanks
from the 1lth Defense l%tt alien had been
hurriedly dispatched to take part in the
assault of the airfield after the 9th Bat-
talion’s tanks had been deadlined. Alerted
on Tnlagi since 30 June, the Marine tank-
ers reached New Georgia on 3 August, just
in time to join the final attack.

North of Munda, while the 145th
mopped up the last shreds of opposition,
the 161st and 148th Regiments plunged
rapidly through to Diamond Narrows.
In that, final drive, the 37th Division sol-
diers staged a slashing, stabbing charge
that overwhelmed all outposts. That
night, the last shots fired were those sent

after Japanese trying to swim to islands
across the Narrows.

The following day, 5 August, tanks of
the 10th and llth Defense Battalions-ac-
companied as a courtesy gesture by the
sole remaining operational tank of the
$)th Defense Battalion-made five sorties
over the airfield. The only fire received
v-as from Kokengola Hill, and this the
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Marine tanks quickly squelched with

37mm rounds. At I41o, the airfield was
officially declared secured, and Allied
troops took over the enemy fort ifications
ringing the war prize which had taken
more than a month of bitter combat to ob-
tain. Along the blasted and cratered run-
ways were hulks of 30 enemy airplanes,
some still in revetments. All were
stripped of armament and instruments.
None would ever fly again. Japanese
supplies, including tasty tinned foods,
beer, ,sa7re,and rice gave triumphant in-
fantrymen a change from the weary rou-
tine of combat rations.

Beach defenses were strengthened the
next day, and grimy soldiers Imthedj
wmhed clothes, and rested from the tough
grind of battle. Patrols, ranging far to
the north, reported no opposition. The
patrols’ only result was the capture of one
forlorn Japanese soldier, whom one officer
described as typical of the enemy who
were thwarted in their attempts to hold
their precious airfield: “Injured, tired,
sick, no food, dirty torn clothes, little am-
munition and a battered rusty rifle.”’0
For both victor and vanquished, the cam-
paign had been hard.

The fall of Munda almost coincided
with another disaster which heaped addi-
tional misery upon the Japanese. In a be-
lated and ill-fated attempt to help Sasaki
hold the Central Solomons, the f7etien-
teenth Avrny at 130ugainville organized
two well-equipped infantry battalions, bol-
stered by the addition of artillery and au-
tomatic weapons. The troops were taken
from the 6th and 38th Divisions. The re-
inforcement unit started for New Georgia
on the night, of 6 August, in four destroy-
ers. As the ships steamed through the

‘0l/1-18 Rent. O?J.c%t.
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north entrance of Vel]a Gulf trying to
make Kolornbangara, an ambush set by an
A1lied force of six destroyers ( Com-
mander Frederick Moosbrugger) struck
suddenly, In a matter of moments, three
of the Japanese destroyers were in flames
and sinking. The ambush in Vella Gulf
resulted in the loss of 820 Army troops and
700 crew members in a single stroke. It
was the last attempt by the Japanese to
reinforce the Centrzl Solomons.

Muncla’s capture was marked by the
commitment of the 27th Infantry from
Major General J. Lawton Collins’ 25th
Division. Augmented by division support
troops, the regiment joined the NGOF on
2 August and took over the mission of
guarding supply and communication lines
along the 37th Division’s right flank.
After Munda was taken, the 161st Infan-
try reverted to 25th Division control and
joined the 27th Infantry in a new push to-
ward Kula Gulf.

With hardly a pause at the airfield, the
two regiments pivoted north to complete
the rout of all enemy forces in the area
between Diamond Narrows and Bairoko
Harbor. Only spotty resistance was en-
countered; for increased barge activity re-
vealecl that the ,Japanese were feverishly
trying to evacuate the scattered remnants
of the New C~eorgia garrison. After two
weeks of locating and eliminating Jnpa-
nese positions north of Munda, the 27th
Infantry declared its zone secured. The

161st, meanwhile, had advanced toword
13airoko after knocking out enemy strong

points on two jungle peaks. The final
ground action on New Georgia came on
2?5August, when the 161st Infantry com-

bined with Liversedge’s force to attack the
harbor area from three sides—only to find
that the ,Japanese had just completed evac-

uation of the area. All organized enemy
resistance on the islmd was ended.

RENZ)Q VA : FINAL PHASE “

During the period that N~O~ soldiers

slogged their way tlmough jungle mud on
the way to the airfield, the Rendova force
settled into a routine of firing artillery
missions and combatting enemy air raids.
After the initial units of General Hester’s
force departed for New Georgia., the har-
bor at Ilendova became the focal point for
all reinforcements, supplies, and equip-
ment moving into the Centrll Solomons.

During July, daily transport shuttles
from the rear echelons on Guadalcanal
poured a total of 25,556 Army, 1,547 Navy,
:md 11645Marine troops into Rendova for
eventual commitment in New Georgia.
.\dditionally, the beaches at Rendova and
its offshore islands became piled high with
rations, oil and lubricants, ammunition,
vehicles, and other freight, all of which
found its way to the NGOF.

This bustling point of entry—with
troops unloading and stockpiles of mate-
rial lining the beaches—was a tempting
target to the Japanese. The Rendova air
patrol of 32 fighter planes constantly fly-
ing an umbrella over the island drained
the resources of ComAirSols, but, at the
same time, was a successful deterrent to
enemy attacks. During the New Georgia
campaiagn, only three enemy hits were

31LTnIeSS otherwise noted, the material in this

section is derived from : 9th DefBn Rept to

ComMarDefGruSols, dtd 5Ju143 ; 9t71 Def13n
OpRrpt; 9th DefBn AA OPS.; 9th DefBn Infor-
mal CbtRept New Georgia Campaign, dtd
9Sep43 ; %h T)efBn Narrative Hist lFeb42-
14Feb44, dtd 2May44; 155mnl Gun Gru, 9th
DefBn Work Sheets, 18Jun–2LJu143, dtd 130ct
43; Ilth DcfBn lVarD; OXI, Combat Narra-

tives X.



MUNDA VICTORY

regjstere(l on snips in the lltrbor by hom-

bel’s or torpe(lo bombers, and only one hor-
izontal bombing attnck N-M able to close
on Renclova dllring the. clayl ight hours
~vheli tl~e tigl~ter lmlbrella was on station.

Playing a major role in tile defense of
the l~arborj tile 9(hl]m batteries an(l tl~e

Sl)eci :11Weapons Group oft he 9t1{Defense
J3attnlion snot do]ml a total of 2+ enemy
planes cil~ring the month of ,J[dy. For
tile hfaril~e antiaircraft crews, the defense
of I{endova was virtllal]y an al’ound-the-
clock operation which was a deadly con-
test of skill between enenly and defender.
The ,Japanese tried all metl~ods of attack,
incllldinfg l~itting tile target :il’e:l with
phcnm fro)ll various directions a~lcl alti -
tncles sillllllt~lllcollsly. Since large areas
of tlm searcli radar scree{ls Jyere blocked
by mollntains on New Georgia, this al)-
IJroacll rollte became the fa~oritc of tile

Jfipanese pilots. Winnings for attaclm
from this direction were so short as to be
almost useless, so Marines were forced to
keep at. least one 9t)mm battery m:~nned
continually with fire control radars con-
stantly in operation. The Marines found
that early in the carnpfiign the enemy pi-
lots clroppcd their bomb loads as soon as
tl~ey were tired upon or pinpointed by
searchlights. Later attacks, however,
were pressed home with determination,
an(l only well-directed shooting deterred
them.

Marines also had a prominent part in
the artillery support of the N(+OF. .ifter
registering on Munda field prior to the
N’GOF overlanc{ attack, the Marine 155mm
glms began a systematic leveling of all
known enemy install at ions and bivmlac
areas. Since tile exact, location of the
N[+OP front lines ~vas ill-defined most of
the time, the Marine group left the close-
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sllpport, firing missions to Army 105mm
Ilr.its wllicll were. mnch nearer to the com-
bat. The llarine guns were directed in-
stead a~<linst rear il~stallat ions, sup~)]y
al~d reinforcement rol~tes, and targets of
opportunity.

Most, of the, tiling nlissions Jvere re-
qneste(] I)y NGO F l~eacl(luarters with cor-
rections directed by aerial observers or
spotters at the 43c1 Division observation
post. ‘1’Ile Jlaline group hacl notab]e suc-
cc+s interdict il~g SLlpplLydumps, bi~-mmc
arels, and enenly positions in tile immedia-
te vicillily of Mnn(la fiel(l. Cooperation
lwtwt=e]l air spotters frol~~ the 19X1 Field
.irtillery 13attaliml and tile 155mm Grollp
of t.lle 9111Defense Bat talien reached Sllch
a lligl~ state of efficiency tlmt missions were
fil’ed l~itll a nlinimum of time :In(l a(ljust-
nlent. The lfaril~es ~~ere occasionally re-
~var(lwl lby tlle sight of towerillg colll]nns
of Snlokc, ill{li(’ilt ing that a sllpply or illTl -

lnunit ion (llmlp had been hit.
Ammunition problems plagued the 155-

mm batteries. On tlw 13th of <July, jl~st as
tile N(;OIr stalled ~gainst General Sasmki”s
defenses> an ammunition restriction was
placed on tile Mzrine batteries and the
nnmber of rounds expended dropped
abruptly. After four days of 1imited fir-
ing, all shooting was stopped entirely
while the NGOF reorgmized in ATew
Georgia. The only mission fired dllring

this interval was on 20 July in answer to
an emergency request, to keep ,Japanese
troops from moving back into an area
-which had been shellecl and neutralized
previously< The ammun ition limitation

resulted from powder becoming wet and
l~nserviceable in containers broken from
much handling. Further compounding

the difficulties was the fact, that dnring the
period of ammun ition scarcity, 11 miscel-
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laneous lots of powcler were used lvhich
resulted in ~’aryin~ initi:l] velocities. lla -

rines conld olll-j guess fronl one snot to

another v-lietller tlm sIN,]] ~vollld be o)-er

the tar,@ or fall sl~ort. Wrhen tile powflel”

situation was relllediwl and the 43(I an(l

37th Divisions be::ln tile final drive for

~~llndzj the Jlarine ~unnersj nom experi-

enced field artillerymen, retllrnecl to fir-

i~~ accurate missions.

After the frill of Mnnda, the 9th De-
fense Battalion begin the n)ove to A’ew
Georgia to help defen(l the newly won
prize. .Int i:l ircraf t bat i(~riw were placed
:Ironnd the airfield and 155mn1 gun posi -

( ioms estab] ished on offshore islands ancl

:~t Diamond AT:~rrows. The 9th N-as re-
lieved on Renclova by the Marine llth De-
fense 13:~ttalion, ~vhich nlo~e(l to tlllt is-
I;lnd from Gll:ldalc:ln:l] to t:lke part in tl~e

final stages of the Central Solomons fighti-
ng.

Although the capture of Mnnd:l was es-
sentially fin .frmy operatiml and the num-
ber of Jlarines p:lrticipa(ing was propor-
tionately small, the contributions of the
Marine Corps tanksj artillery, and :lllti:lil”-
craft nnits were essential to tile sllccess of
the operztion. Their exploits are :tn in-
tegral part of the story of the carnpai=fp
A handful of M:~rine tanks spearheaded
most of tile successful attacks; and even
tllollgh Imndicnpped by tile rllggecl ter-
rain, tlw arnlorecl vehicles were usually
the factor wll ieh tipped the balance to the
An]ericans’ favor. Victory at Mlmda was
won by intel’-service teamwork — one of
the freql~ent examples of coordinated
Army+ IiaYy. and Ifarine Corps effort in
Worl(l War II.


	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_1
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_2
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_3
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_4
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_5
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_6
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_7
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_8
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_9
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_10
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_11
	History of the U.S. Marine Corps in WWII Vol II - Isolation on Rabaul  PCN 19000262500_12

