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— - [ McDel F2H2P Banshee was the jet-aircraft used by the 1st Marine Aircraft:Wing to
photograph the enemy installations ‘around the Yalu River, Korea. The plane offered both speed and
the ability to stay airborne for long periods.

Marine MSgt Calvin Duke, who was the oldest

Marine enlisted pilot in Korea, smiled as he

recalled his brush with two Communist MIG’s

while flying an unarmed Marine Banshee jet

on a photo mission over Chosin Reservoir.

He described the incident as “one of the tight- FLYING MARINES: Crucial to the success of Marines in the Korean War was the

est spots I've ever been in since I've been fly- effective implementa-tion of air assets. Byilding on hard earned experiences in

ing”. Master Sergeant Duke, who wore the WWII, the Mar!ne alr—ground tegm contmL_zed to demonstrate to the yvorid the

Distinguished Flying Cross and seven air ad\{antages'of tightly integrated air power wnth_ grounpl fo_rces. From the first use of
; helicopters in a theater of war to the introduction of jets in combat, the 1st Marine

medals, had been flying almost 13 years. Aircraft Wing was an innovator in the tactical use of air power.

For more information about Marines in the Korean War visit our web site at www.history.usmec.mil
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