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WAR W TH SPAI N

By

Bernard C. Nalty

The sun's rays danced along the white hull and buff super-
structure of the battleship Miine as she slipped past the
om nous bulk of El Morro fortress, paused to pick up her pilot,
then glided gracefully to her berth_ in Havana harbor. Accor d-
ing to the State Department, the Anerican warshi p was naki ng
aroutine, friendly visit to Cuba; but in spite of this offi-
cial explanation, the nmighty Miine did not drop anchor in the

mud of the busy port solely in the interest of internationa
courtesy.

The series of events which brought an Anerican war vessel
to the Spanish colony had begun with the outbreak in 1895 of

a second Cuban revol uti on. An earlier revolt had dragged on
for ten years before Spanish authorities had been able to
restore order. There had foll owed al nost two decades of peace,

but then the flanmes of war had erupted even nore violently.

In New York City, a band of Cuban expatriates beat the drum for
Anerican intervention, while in Cuba Spani sh General Val eriano
Weyl er began a systematic canpaign to crush the insurrection.

(1)

Ceneral Weyler was naking fair progress on the battlefield,

but the rebels scored a far nore i nportant victory on the pages
of the New York newspapers. To circul ati on managers with

papers to sell, the Cuban strife offered a. heaven-sent oppor-
tunity; and soon the bl ood-red headli nes screamed of Spanish
barbari ty--Wyl er becane known as "Beast." Sent to Cuba to

sketch the war, artist Frederic Remi ngton inforned his editor
that he could find no action. "You furnish the pictures,"
snapped WIIiam Randol ph Hearst, "and |I'll furnish the war."
Rem ngton did his best. Fromhis facile pen fl owed sketches
of lean, |eering Spanish policenen and i nnocent Cuban mai dens.
H s editors were pl eased; and, safe fromthe Mauser's bullet,
the exil ed revol utionaries beaned with delight as they scanned
the pages of the New York dailies. (2)

If the average Anerican, who knew only what he read in
t he papers, was sonewhat confused by the Cuban situation, the
Aneri can Consul at Havana was no better inforned. The rebels
had begun burning the cane fields, many of them owned by
Anerican firns; and no one could be certain just how the
Spani sh woul d react. To protect United States citizens |iving



i n Cuba, Consul CGeneral Fitzhugh Lee arranged for a signal

the phrase "two dollars” followed within two hours by the
nmessage "Vessels night be enpl oyed el sewhere,” which would
bring the battleship Mine steam ng into Havana harbor. Early
in January 1898, Lee had alerted the warshi p when Havana was
rocked by the shouts of young Spanish Arny officers protesting
the repl acenent of General Wyler; but the denonstrators did
not hi ng to endanger the lives of Anericans, and the final part
of the signal never was sent. At this point, the State Depart-
ment i ntervened. On 24 January, the Miine was detached from
the North Atlantic Squadron to pay a courtesy call upon the
Spani sh at Havana. (3)

Spani sh officials in Cuba may have resented the presence
of an Anerican man-of-war, but they kept their feelings under
strict control. The usual anenities were exchanged. The
acting Captain General presented a case of sherry to the Miine's
officers' ness; and Captain Charles Sigsbee, in command of the
battl eship, responded with a copy of his treatise on "Deep
Sea Soundi ng and Dredging." Next, the Anmerican officers were
entertained at a bull fight. (4) It was, in short, a pl easant
visit, conpletely unlike-the tense situation which nmany of the
crew had expect ed.

On the evening of 15 February 1898, the Miine lay quietly
at anchor in Havana harbor. First Lieutenant Al bertus W
Catlin, (5) officer-in-charge of the Marine detachnent, was
runmmagi ng t hrough his papers in search of a m splaced pen. He
had intended to wite to a friend a |etter describing the
exqui site mldness of Cuban cigars. Captain Sigsbee, alone in
his cabin, also was conposing |letters. Corporal Frank G
Thonpson of the Marine guard |lay on his hamock beneath an
awni ng whi ch had been rigged above the deck. As he was |vying
there gazing into the darkness, a giant's hand sei zed him
hurl ed himthrough the awning, then et himcrash back to the
deck. He coul d renenber not hi ng save the roar, the shock
wave, and the fact that during the split second he hung notion-
less in the air he had | ooked down onto the ship's super-
structure.

O her nenbers of the crew heard two distinct blasts; the
first a sharp crack like the report of a pistol, and the
second an all-consum ng roar which devoured the crew s quarters,
twi sted steel beans, and wapped the forward third of the
vessel in a pall of flame. Power failed i mediately. Lieutenant
Catlin, the pleasures of cigar snoking forgotten, groped his
way to the deck. (6) Captain Sigsbee started al ong the snoke-
filled conmpani onway only to collide with his orderly, Marine
Private WIIliam Ant hony. The young Mari ne apol ogi zed to his
Captain, then calmy and in the strictest nilitary nanner
reported that the Miine was sinking. (7)




Toget her the captain and his Marine orderly stepped out
on deck. It took but a single glance to convince Sigsbee that
the private had shown real heroismin carrying out his duties
to the letter. Already the vessel was settling into the nud.
In the glare of blazing bunkers, the Captain could see one of
the stacks wenched | oose and lying in the water. The bow was
gone; forward, marked by a tangle of tw sted franes and girders,
was a gapi ng, black void into which tons of water were rushing.
In this area had been forward namgazi nes, and there nost of the
crew had sl ept. Al nrost two hundred and fifty men had been
killed by the bl ast.

To flood the remai ni ng magazi nes woul d have been usel ess.
The Maine was dooned. Rel uctantly Sigsbee ordered the sur-
vivors into the waters. (8)

"Public opinion," Sigsbee pleaded in wiring news of the
tragedy, "should be suspended until further report."” (9) He
was asking too nmuch. Ever since. the early years of the United
States, those first peril ous decades when Spain had rul ed
Fl ori da and Loui si ana, Anericans had distrusted the Spani ards.
In short, the public had been conditioned to expect treachery.
Then too, there was Hearst, his rivals, and their packs of
newshounds. As far as they were concerned, to suspend judgment
was to suspend publication.

Agai nst this backdrop, two boards, one Anerican and one
Spani sh, convened to probe into the disaster. Each questi oned
its witnesses carefully, weighed the evidence honestly, and
reached contradictory concl usi ons. The Spani sh proved that
t he Mai ne had been destroyed by internal explosions. The
Aneri cans agreed that the detonation of ammunition in the for-
war d rmagazi nes had destroyed the vessel, but they offered
convi ncing proof that this blast had been triggered by an
expl osi on outside the hull. I n other words, a nine had been
responsi bl e for the hol ocaust. To this day, neither theory
can be disproved. The United States Naval officers who nade
up the board renmined as inpartial as possible under the
ci rcunst ances. They nade no attenpt to bl ame anyone for the
destruction of the ship; (10) unfortunately, Anerican news-
papers were not so scrupul ously just.

The United States did not declare war i nmedi ately after
t he Mai ne was sunk. President WIIliam McKinley, prodded by a
nurmber of influential businessnen, continued to wal k the path
of peace; but Congress, npore acutely aware of popul ar senti-
ment, clanored for vengeance. Voters, a great nany of them
want ed war; the newspapers screaned for war; and nmany a dis-
ti ngui shed | egislator burned with a desire to hang "Butcher"
Weyl er froma sour apple tree. On 19 April 1898, Congress
passed a resol ution declaring that Cuba was free and i ndependent
and authorizing the President to enploy Anerican-troops to



force Spain to relinquish her control over the island. Wen
the President approved this bold statenent, Spain on 24 Apri
decl ared war. On the followi ng day, the United States recog-
ni zed that a state of war had exi sted between the two countries
since 21 April. (11)

Wil e the debate raged over the cause of the Miine disaster,
Secretary of the Navy John D. Long, tired and worn by the
problenms of placing the fleet in a state of readi ness, was
absent one day fromhis office. H s pugnaci ous assi stant,
Theodore Roosevelt, pronptly sent a "secret and confidential™
di spatch to the American squadron at Hong Kong. "Keep full of
coal ," he advi sed Commobdore George Dewey. "In the event of
declaration of war with Spain, your duty will be to see that
t he Spani sh squadron does not | eave the Asiatic coast, and then
of fensive operations in the Philippine Islands." (12) Secretary
Long was not blind to the need of alerting the scattered Aneri -
can squadrons, for on the follow ng day, 26 February, he re-
turned to his desk and ordered naval units in the Pacific and
Cari bbean to take on coal; but he was understandably annoyed to
di scover that Roosevelt had "cone very near causing nore of an
expl osi on than happened to the Miine." (13) The Secretary of
the Navy had no intention of conquering the Philippines, but
the machi nery that had been set in notion could not be stopped.

Thanks to Roosevelt's tinely dispatch, Dewey's squadron
was to strike the first bl ow agai nst the Spani sh. Nerve center
of the Philippine defenses was Manil a Bay, a vast body of water
protected by the islands of Caballo, Corregidor, and El Fraile.
Located on the shores of this bay were the city of Manila and
a naval station at Cavite. Just around Bataan Peninsula | ay
t he superb anchorage of Subic Bay. To enter Manila Bay, an
eneny fleet would be forced to pass between two towering, vol-
cani ¢ peaks and then steam al ong one of two deep water channel s,
both of which were within easy range of one or nore of the
i sland batteries. A m nimum of effort could have turned the
shores of Manila Bay into the jaws of a mighty trap ready to
be triggered upon the approach of any hostil e squadron.
Fortunatl ey, for Commobdore Dewey, the Spanish were reluctant to
put forth even the ninimumof effort.

As far as the Philippines were concerned, the war began
on 23 April with the issuing of a | ong-w nded proclamati on by
the Captain General of the islands._ "The North American peopl e,
constituted of all the social excrescences," he ranted, "have
exhaust ed our patience and provoked war with their perfidi ous
machi nati ons, with their acts of treachery, with their outrages
agai nst the law of nations and international conventions." (14)

Next cane a survey of the defenses. Adniral Don Patricio
Montoj o i nvestigated the possibility of conpleting the works
at Subic Bay and neking his stand there. To his disgust, he



found that no guns had been enpl aced nor any m nes | aid.

Since he felt that a fight at Subic Bay would result in the
destruction of his squadron, he returned to Cavite. A pol

of his officers hel ped the Spani sh commander nmake up his nind.

If the ships nust perish, his captains argued, let themsink in
the shallower waters off Cavite. There the crews could be saved.
The Spani sh, besides |acking plans, had little confidence in
their cause. (15)

In the neanti ne, Dewey's squadron was noving to the attack.
During the first few noments of 1 May, the Americans slipped
into Manila Bay. Corregidor |ooned suddenly out of the inky

bl ackness, but the attackers swept past unchal | enged. A pall
of clouds still shrouded the nobon as they drove on toward El
Fraile. Spar ks bl ossormed fromthe funnel of the MCulloch

an unarned Coast Guard cutter, and an alert battery on El Fraile
opened fire, its shell throwing up a colum of water between the
Ral ei gh and Petrel. Pillars of nolten flane spouted fromtheir

guns as Dewey's ships replied. The Spani sh battery fell silent.

As the tropic dawn expl oded over the horizon, American
| ookouts sighted the Spani sh squadron anchored a short distance
of fshore where it could be supported by the guns at Cavite and

at Sangl ey Point. Aboard the cruiser Baltinore, Captain Qway
C. Berryman, in command of the Marine Detachnent, and First
Li eutenant Dion WIllians sent their nmen scurrying to battle

stations at the port batteries. A neat chevron of spray arched
fromthe Baltinore's bow as the nighty ship swung to starboard,
unmaski ng her port batteries. Fromthe flagship Odynpia a
great ball of orange flanme and dirty snoke rolled out across

t he waves, hung inert for a second, then began to dissol ve.

The roar of the flagship's batteries was drowned out in the
concussion of the Baltinore's guns as her Marines joined the
battl e.

Passi ng the Spanish fleet, the Anerican colum steaned
close to the batteries at Sangl ey Point, veered out of their
range, and reversed course. A second and third tine Dewey | ed
his vessels to the attack. Each tine the Baltinore' s port
batteries lay on the engaged side, and each tine her Marines
flung death at the Spanish cruisers. Those Leat hernecks whose
stations were on the starboard side were released to form
damage control parties and to help serve the port guns.

Two Spani sh torpedo boats slipped anchor and charged to-
ward Dewey's flagship, but a blanket of shells fromthe Qynpia's
secondary batteries snothered the attack. One of the vessels
wal | owed hel plessly for a nmonment then sank; the other was run
agr ound. Next a pair of eneny cruisers tried to get underway.

Hit hard, the Don Juan de Austria cane shuddering to a halt;
but the Christina continued to press her attack. An ei ght -
inch shell shredded her steering gear, another ripped four of
her rapid fire guns fromtheir nounts, a third exploded in the



after anmmunition room and a fourth devastated the sick bay.
In but a few ninutes the cruiser had been reduced to a hel pl ess,
burni ng derelict.

Al t hough two counterattacks had been beaten off, Conmobdore
Dewey suddenly broke off the engagenent and withdrew into the
bay. He had received a garbled and entirely groundl ess report
that his squadron had al nbst exhausted its anmmuniti on. Once
the truth was known, he ordered his vessels back into action.
At 1116 they resuned firing, and at 1230 the Spani sh surrender ed.
On 3 May, Lieutenant WIllians and a band of Marines fromthe
Baltinbre raised the Stars and Stripes over the naval station,
but Dewey did not have enough nen to occupy Manila | et al one

dom nate the entire archipel ago. After a truly glorious
victory in which a snmaller but better equi pped Ameri can squadron
had anni hilated a Spanish flotilla, the victor could do little

el se but show the flag and ask for reinforcenents. (16)

Whi | e Conmpdore Dewey had been preparing to enmbark on his
great adventure, President MKinley was equally busy calling
for volunteers to supplenent the thin ranks of the Regul ar Arny.
These militia were enthusiastic for a taste of glory; but they
were ill-clad, untrai ned, and wetchedly equi pped. Fewnmlitia
regi nents had been i ssued nbdern weapons; theirs was the vener-
able Springfield .45 with its old-style cartridge. Thus, when-
ever a nmlitia soldier fired his weapon, he was half blinded
and, nore dangerous, his position was marked by a bill ow ng
geyser of powder snpbke. In spite of these failings, the raw
mat eri al was good. Wth proper training, the volunteers would
fight well; but training took tinme, so the brunt of the Arny's
of fensi ve woul d have to be borne by the Regulars. (17)

The problens facing the Navy were not as difficult. During
the years i medi ately preceding the war, the. Departnent had been
bl essed with a fair amount of new construction, mainly lightly-

arnmored crui sers and coast defense battl eshi ps. There was no
extensive reliance on its nmilitia system Finally, and nost
i mportant of all, Secretary Long had shown renarkabl e foresight

in drawi ng toget her before the declarati on of war enough fi ght-
i ng ships to nake a bl ockade of Cuba possible. Early in March
for exanple,. he had ordered the Oregon to sail from Brenerton
Washi ngton, to San Francisco. Fromthe California port, the
battl eship sail ed around Cape Horn to join the fleet in the
Cari bbean by the end of May. (18) Al though he | acked Theodore
Roosevelt's theories of seapower, the Secretary did a workman-
i ke job.

Li ke the Navy, the Marine Corps was ready to strike as
soon as war was declared. On 16 April, alnost a full week be-
fore Spain declared war, Col onel Conmmandant Charles Heywood
had been given verbal orders to organize a Marine battalion to
serve in Cuba. Duri ng the next two days, while Congress was



pushi ng through the resol uti on which declared Cuba to be free,
t he Commandant issued orders to assenble at the Brooklyn Navy
Yard nen fromall East Coast posts and stations. Sone 623
enlisted Marines, 23 officers, and 1 Navy surgeon forned the
new battalion. Li eut enant Col onel Robert W Hunti ngton, bat-
talion commander, had at his disposal five infantry conpanies
and one artillery battery equi pped with four three-inch rapid
fire guns.

Al t hough the Brooklyn barracks was overcrowded, the task
of organization and fitting out the battalion proceeded quickly
and efficiently. By 22 April, Lieutenant Col onel Hunti ngton,
full -bearded and fierce-|ooking veteran of the first Battle of
Bull Run, had nounted a bl ack steed and | ed his nen on parade
t hrough the streets of Brooklyn. Upon returning to the Navy
Yard, they had boarded the USS Pant her and, as a Navy band
blared "The Grl | Left Behind Me," sailed for Key West, Florida.
(19)

Whil e the Panther made its leisurely way sout hward--the
vessel paused for a tine at Hanpton Roads--the Corps was
expanding to wartime strength. A tenporary increase of 24
officers and 1,640 enlisted nen was authorized for the Marine
Corps by legislation enacted on 4 May. A typical new recruit
faced five or six weeks' indoctrination at one of the barracks,
then was assigned to a ship or shore station. Perhaps the
proudest nonment in the recruit's life canme on the day he first
donned his blue uniformand strode triunphantly out the nain
gat e. Soneti nes, however, he was due for a shock; for the
Anerican people, unused to mlitary uniforns, sometines nistook
a Marine private for an officer of the Salvation Arny. (20)

Key West, where the Marine battalion was encanped, was
rough and | aw ess. It was as though one of the old Col orado
m ning towns had been lifted bodily and dunped on the Florida
sands. Fl i es and nosquitoes swarmed over the |uckless Marines,
dust devils eddied through the canp, and worst of all there was
no fresh drinking water save for that distilled aboard naval
vessel s. In spite of this atnpbsphere, Lieutenant Col onel
Hunti ngton kept his nmen prined and ready. He granted frequent
liberty and wi sely established patrols to halt the activities
of the | awl ess individuals who fl ocked to Florida in the wake
of the expedition. After sonme of these citizens had engaged
in a shooting spree, a detachnent of about 50 nen under comrmand
of Second Lieutenant Henry C. Davis was sent fromthe Washi ngton
Barracks to Key West to maintain order. Captain Harry K. Wite
was detached fromthe battalion to performthe duties of
Provost WMarshal . Operating from an abandoned cigar factory,
the snmall group soon brought peace to the community. (21)

VWhile the Marine battalion was in canp, the Arny was pre-
paring for its first landing on the shores of Cuba, an attenpt



to supply weapons and anmunition to the rebels. On 10 May, two
conpani es of the First Infantry boarded a creaking si dewhee
steanboat with the frolicsonme nane of Qussie and sail ed for
Cuba. Unli ke simlar operations in later wars, this particul ar
proj ect was hidden behind no veil of secrecy; for Frederic

Rem ngt on, watching fromthe docks, sketched the Cussie's de-
parture. On deck was a handful of hardy newspapernen; and when
the weary vessel finally reached Cuba, a pair of press boats
was hovering nearby. In spite of these nmany breaches of
security, the |l anding was nmade. Plow ng boldly into the tangl ed
undergrowt h, the soldiers exchanged volleys with sone Spanish
troopers; but they could not make contact with the jnsurrectos
for whom the supplies were destined. Since nothing could be
gained froma protracted clash with the Spani ards, the expedi -
tion re-enbarked in the GQussie and returned to Key West. (22)

The Navy was not idle, for upon the outbreak of war the
Spani sh fl eet had been ordered from Europe to the West | ndies.
Thi s maneuver nonentarily upset the Anerican schenme of strategy.
At first, Adnmiral WIliam T. Sanpson, Captain "Fighting Bob"
Evans, and a few of the nore aggressive Anerican naval officers
had hoped to steam boldly to Havana and sinply blast the city
to kindling wood. The threat of the Spanish battle fleet--no
one yet knew that the admiral in command had gl unly prophesied
its destruction even before the ships had sail ed--caused
Secretary Long to veto Sanpson's plan. (23) Later in the war,
a glinpse of the fortifications at Santiago was to change his

views, but for the tine being Sanpson was willing to pit ship
agai nst fort.

Unabl e to obtain pernission to crush Havana, the Navy
began plugging the holes in its bl ockade of Cuba. To isolate
the island and to hinder the novenent of Spanish warships, the
cruiser Marbl ehead was ordered to cut the transoceanic cable
off Cienfuegos. On 11 May, a handful of seamen and Marines
piled into small boats, npoved cl ose to shore, and began dragg-
ing for the cables. Their work was slow, painfully slow for
their only tools were axes, chisels, hacksaws, and wire cutters.
A hundred yards distant, startled Spanish troops watched the
i rpudent Anericans. Qccasionally one of the Spaniards would
firein the direction of the boats; but for an hour or so, the
sailors and Marines toiled without serious interruption. Two
cabl es had been cut before the eneny recovered his wits. Then
ri fl es popped al ong the shoreline, and machi ne guns snarl ed
as eneng bull ets cracked across the water or chewed through the
wooden boats. Seven Anericans were wounded, two of themfatally,
before the boats coul d nove out of range. The expedition had
been a heroic undertaking; but it was only partially successful,
since at | east one cable remained in operation. (24)

Meanwhi | e, engi nes throbbi ng, four Spanish cruisers and a
trio of torpedo boats were charging across the Atlantic. A
trenor of fear swept Anerica's East Coast at the thought of



eneny shells bursting in Boston or New York. The vessels,

however, | acked the endurance to strike along the coastline;
Adniral Pascual Cervera instead nade for Martinique to take on
coal . There one of his torpedo boats, the Terror., wheezed to

a stop conpletely broken down. Leaving the crippled ship be-
hi nd, Cervera's squadron steaned over the horizon. Adnira
Sanpson tried to antici pate the enemnmy's course, but Anerican
reconnai ssance was poor and the Spani ards anchored safely at
Santiago i n southeastern Cuba (see map). (25)

Once the eneny had been di scovered, Navy Lieutenant
Ri chnmond Hobson and a crew of volunteers attenpted to scuttle
a large collier at the nouth of Santiago Harbor. In the face
of deadly fire, he conned his ship past the foot of Mrro
Castle, not to be confused with the fort at Havana, and abandoned
her to sink. Unfortunately, the vessel's death throes carried
her beyond the channel; and a route of exit remained open to
t he eneny. (26)

On 6 June, three days after Hobson's unsuccessful attenpt
to seal up the Spanish cruisers, Adniral Sanpson unl eashed a
bombardnent of the fortifications guarding Santiago. The
expl osi ons were awe-inspiring; but when the dust had settl ed,
Morro Castle energed as sinister as ever. Realizing now that
there could be no single decisive thrust at the city, Sanpson
began | ooki ng for a good harbor to use as a coaling station and
as a haven in the event of hurricanes. (27) The ideal site
proved to be nearby Guantananp Bay, and there the Marine bat -
talion was first enpl oyed.

The light cruiser Marbl ehead. veteran of the fight at
G enfuegos, steaned confidently into Guantanano Bay on 7 June,
the sane day that the battalion was enbarki ng aboard the Panther
at Key West. Together with the auxiliary crui sers Yankee, and
St. Louis. the slender Marbl ehead drove the Spani sh gunboat
Sandoval into the shallow waters of the inner harbor. A com
posite reconnai ssance force nade up of Marines from severa
of Adm ral Sanpson's ships then | anded to destroy the cable
station at Playa del Este. After a cursory check of the pro-
posed | andi ng area, the Anericans w thdrew. (28) On 10 June,
the Marine battalion | anded to stay.

The landing itself, carried out under a bl azing afternoon

sun, was unevent ful . Not a rifle cracked in the dense thicket
as the sweating Marines dragged their gear across the beach,
climbed a hill, and pitched canp. The first night was quiet,

but late in the afternoon of 11 June the eneny slowy canme to
life. Just as the sun was plunging in the west, a handful of
Spani ards or Cuban |l oyalists struck at an outpost, killed two
Mari nes, then w thdrew. Shortly after m dnight the eneny

r et ur ned. St ephen Crane, the novelist, who acconpani ed the
expedition as a war correspondent, renenbered the furious action



as a night of terror with "a thousand rifles rattling; with
the field guns boonming in your ears; with the diabolic Colt
automatic clacking; with the roar of the Marblehead com ng
fromthe bay, and, last, with Mauser bullets sneering always
in the air a few inches over one's head ...." (29

This was a typical guerrilla attack, the marauders cl oaked
in darkness and firing wildly, the defenders confused but
standing firm Pillars of white flane split the darkness, the
stench of powder clung to the brush; but the fight seened nore
violent than it actually was. Casualties, by nobdern standards,
were surprisingly few. John B. G bbs, battalion surgeon, was
killed as was one of the Marines; two were wounded. Wen it
had grown light, Crane, egged on by a reporter's curiosity,
crept toward the surgeon's tent to view G bbs' body. He scarcely
could find it. So many Mari nes, exhausted by the night's fight-
ing, lay sprawl ed asl eep that Crane could not distinguish |iving
from dead. (30)

After snatching a few hours of fitful sleep, the weary
Mari nes struck the tents which they had pitched the afternoon
before, inproved their entrenchnents, and began clearing fields
of fire. Fromtinme to time during the day a rifle bullet
cracked overhead; and once the sun had set, the firing increased
in volune. It was anot her of those "swift nights" which, accord-
ing to Crane, "strained courage so near the panic point." (31)

Next the battalion noved to crush Spani sh resistance in
the vicinity of Guantananp Bay. Both the Anericans and their
eneni es were hanpered by a shortage of water; but the Spani sh,
who had no shipboard distilling equi pment,were forced to rely
al nost excl usively upon a well at the village of Cuzco. To
seal this well and force the eneny to withdraw was the task
facing the Mari nes.

On the norning of 14 June, Conpanies C and D, |ed by
Captains George F. Elliott (32) and WIlliamF. Spicer, joined a
band of nobre than fifty insurgents and struck out for Cuzco
Well sone six mles distant fromthe Marine canp. Def ended by
a bl ockhouse and about six conpani es of Spanish regul ars and
Cuban loyalists, the well was no easy objective. The nmain
body, commanded by Captain Elliott, neverthel ess was naking sl ow
but steady progress. Second Lieutenant Louis J. Magill, with
50 nen, was ordered to bypass the eneny position to cut off
any opportunity of retreat, while the two other colums, under
Li eutenants C arence Ingate and Janes E. Mahoney, were to join
Elliott's nmen in the final assault. Neither of these |ast two
groups arrived in tine to be of any help, but Magill's nen
pl unged quickly into the undergrowth on Elliott's left flank. (33)

No sooner had Lieutenant Magill led his Marines to the
crest of a hill overlooking the well than the Dol phin opened
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fire fromthe bay. The fall of the first few rounds convi nced
Magi Il that his nen were in the line of fire. Hurriedly he

| ooked about for a signal man. Sergeant John H. Quick stepped
forward, seized an inprovised semaphore flag, and stood erect
in full view of the eneny. Mauser slugs flailed the air about
him the Dolphin's shells erupted all along the hillside, but
he coolly continued to signal the vessel to cease fire. The
omi present Stephen Crane watched Qui ck but coul d di scover no
trace of nervousness in the sergeant's nanner. "As he swung
his clumsy flag to and fro," Crane related, "an end of it once
caught on a cactus pillar, and he | ooked over his shoulder to
see what had it. He gave the flag an inpatient jerk. He

| ooked annoyed." (34) This was the only enotion that he dis-
pl ayed.

Thanks to Quick's heroism the Dolphin lifted her barrage;
but not before the eneny had effected his retreat. The Spani sh
had been cut off fromtheir source of water; the attack was a
success. After destroying the well, the columm marched back to
the canp at Guantanano Bay | ate that night.

Al t hough the Spani sh w thdrawal brought a respite from
full-scale night attack, the Marine battalion occasionally was
harrassed by snipers and small bands of infiltrators. One
afternoon early in July, a conpany was swinnming in the surf
when Mausers thudded nearby and bull ets began gougi ng out clots
of sand. Like so many startled birds, the Marines surged from
the water, grabbed their rifles and took cover. Fortunately,

a few rounds of artillery scattered the attackers.

Lessons |l earned during the first few nights ashore were
not soon forgotten. Sentries renmined constantly alert, ready
to carry out orders to chall enge anything seen noving at night.
One conscientious Marine private chall enged a bul ky shadow
prowing in the brush, received no reply, and fired. His first
shot killed a hul king, black pig. (35)

Wiile the Marine battalion was relaxing after the fight
at Cuzco Well, the Arny's V Corps | anded on 22 June at Daiquiri,
about 20 mles to the east of Santiago, and began its drive on
the city. Pur pose of the offensive was to drive the Spanish
fleet fromits lair. "It was," comented newsnan Ri chard
Har di ng Davis, "probably the only instance when an arny was
call ed upon to capture a fleet." (36) In any event the Arny
was doing quite well. A group of wild-eyed amateurs | ed by
Theodor e Roosevelt, now a Col onel of Volunteers, stornmed up
the slopes of San Juan Hill, while the | ean and hardened Regul ars
captured EIl Caney. By 3 July, the heights were firmy in
Aneri can hands. (37)

Thr oughout the canpai gn, Adniral Sanpson and General WIIliam

R. Shafter, the Arny commander, had shown little synpathy for
each other's probl ens. The admiral steadfastly refused to
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risk his ships in any attenpt to force the narrow harbor
entrance and destroy Cervera's ships. Instead, he denanded
that the Arnmy first capture Morro Castle and its satellite

batteries. He then would send in ni nesweepers to clear the
entrance and follow with his arnored vessels. Shafter, on the
other hand, felt that ships were built to fight. If an arnored

crui ser or battleship could not charge past the forts w thout
bei ng destroyed, how could his troops capture these sane

redoubts without suffering trenendous |osses? "I amat a | oss,"
Shafter conpl ai ned, "to understand why the Navy cannot work
under a destructive fire as well as the Arny...." (38)

Anxious to finish the canpai gn before yell ow fever broke
out anong the troops, President MKinley finally lost his
pati ence and ordered the two officers to cone up with sone
sort of plan. On Sunday norning, 3 July 1898, Sanpson's fl ag-
ship, the New York, pulled out of formation and steaned toward
Si boney, ten mles to the east, and, the waiting general. No
sooner had Sanpson |left his station than Cervera's ships nade
their break for the open seas.

The handful of |ight Spanish vessels had no chance agai nst
the American fleet. Cervera could either surrender to the
advancing Arnmy or attenpt to break through the cordon of bl ock-
ai di ng shi ps and escape. His own sense of honor and the tradi-
tions of the Spanish Navy |left himno choice; on that fateful
day he ganbl ed all agai nst inpossible odds.

Haste to do now what nust be done anon
Or sone nad hope of selling triunph dear
Drove the ships forth... (39)

Leaki ng boil ers, barnacled hulls, defective guns, the Spanish
vessel s were hopel essly outcl assed; but pride demanded their
gal l ant sacrifice.

The fact remai ns that sone of the Spani sh vessels nearly
escaped. Cervera could have chosen no better tinme for his
dash than a cal m Sunday norni ng when the Anericans, lulled into
carel essness by weeks of conparative inaction, were rel axi ng.
Signal flags bl ossonmed over the Anerican battl ewagons as one
by one, the flagship Maria Teresa in the |l ead, the eneny ships
sortied through the narrow channel, paused to set their civilian
pil ots safely ashore, then turned and drove west al ong the
Cuban shore. The tinme lost in dropping the pilots foretold
di saster, but it was a mark of courtesy required by Cervera's
code of chivalry.

Recovering fromtheir initial surprise, the Anerican war-
ships set out in pursuit. The crui ser Brooklyn, westernnost
ship in the blockading fleet, was in the best position to join
battle. The Oegon. the only battl eship which had steam up
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in all her boilers, |eaped across the sparkling waters; while
the Indiana. lowa. and Texas. belching snoke fromtheir
funnel s, runbled |Iike charging bison to the attack. Since the
New York. with Adniral Sanpson aboard, already was nine niles
to the east when the battle began, neither that ship nor the
adm ral hinself had nmuch influence on the dranma that foll owed.
Commobdore Wnfield Scott Schl ey, aboard the Brooklyn., directed
t he action.

The Maria Teresa opened fire as soon as she cleared the
har bor . Four battl eshi ps and the Brooklyn concentrated their

sal vos upon Cervera's fl agshi p. Mangl ed by these rending
bl ows, the light Spanish cruiser |lasted just half an hour be-
fore she was beached a flam ng w eck. Pluton and Euror, the

two torpedo boats, remai ned afl oat scarcely 20 m nutes. One

ran aground and expl oded, the other blew up and sank. The
Qquendo, ripped to shreds by shells fromthe secondary batteries
of her heavi er opponents, clung grimy to life. She was

beached a short distance west of the charred Teresa. She too
was consuned by fl anes.

Now only two of Cervera's ships remained in the fight.
Badl y damaged shortly after she had reached the open sea, the
Vi zcaya gradually fell astern of the Col on and cane under fire
fromthe onrushing Anerican vessels. Crippled and barely
afl oat, the Vizcaya was beached some 20 mles west of Santiago.
For a tine, it seemed as though the Colon actually woul d nake
good her escape; but her boilers were weak and her hull foul ed.
Early that afternoon both the Brooklyn and O egon brought her
within range of their guns, and the Colon had little choice
but to strike her colors and go aground. (40)

The Spani sh had no nmonopoly on heroi smthat day. Heed-
| ess of the danger of explodi ng magazi nes, Anerican vessels
cane cl ose to shore to rescue Spani sh seanen fromtheir burning
shi ps. O sone 2,150 crewren in Cervera's squadron, 1,782 were
captured, (41) or, nore properly, rescued; for had the Aneri-
cans not aided them nbst of them woul d have dr owned, been
burned to death, or, if they reached shore, killed by Cuban
guerrill as.

Aboard the Brooklyn. Marines displayed great courage.
Captain Paul St. C. Murphy and Li eutenant Thomas S. Borden
moved cal mMy anpng the sweating gun crews to inspire their
men. Private Harry L. MacNeal, assigned to the sane vessel
del i berately exposed hinself to the screami ng shell fragments
while clearing a jamed gun. (42)

Snatched fromthe hol ocaust that consuned his fl eet,
Admiral Cervera paused to reflect on that day of horror. The
result of the battle was what he had predi cted nmonths before.
He was, however, thankful that so many of his nen had been
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saved. "The country,"” he wote, "has been defended w th honor,
and the satisfaction of duty done | eaves our conscience tran-
quil, with nothing nore than grief for the | oss of our com
pani ons and the misfortune of our country." (43) Wth the
destruction of the fleet, the fate of Santiago was deci ded.

In the neantine, while the eyes of the world were focused
on Cuba, the United States had snatched up the island of Guam
in the Spanish Marianas sone 3,000 mles west of Hawaii. On
22 June 1898, the cruiser Charleston. escorting a pair of
transports | oaded with troops destined for the Philippines,
appeared off Apra harbor and began shelling unoccupi ed Fort
Sant i ago. Captain Henry d ass, in comand of the cruiser, had
been ordered to seize Guam believed to be the hub of Spain's
m d- Paci fic enpire. Don Juan Mari ana, the Spanish governor,
did not know of d ass' mssion, nor did he know that hostilities
had begun. To him the boom ng of cannon meant but one thing,
a salute to be pronptly returned.

In keeping with the niceties of international etiquette,
t he governor ordered an officer to round up a detachnent of
soldiers and nmove a pair of old cannon to Piti, a journey of
sone six mles. While the lieutenant was getting his expedi-
tion organi zed, a group of Spanish officials boarded the
Charl eston to apologize for their tardiness in returning the
sal ut e. Only after they had becone prisoners did they |earn
t hat war had been decl ared. One of their nunber, rel eased on
parole, was able to reach the young lieutenant in tine to
prevent his returning the "salute,” and thus precipitating a
car nage. On the following day, the Charleston's Marines
shepherded their prisoners aboard the transports and rai sed
the Stars and Stripes over the island. (44)

On the other side of the world, the war in the West [|ndies
conti nued. The destruction of Cervera's fleet gave Admira
Sanpson and General Shafter nore leisure in which to criticize
each other, but their argunents were resolved by the surrender
of Santiago on 12 July. The city's capitulation did not nean

the end of the war, for parts of Cuba and the entire island of
Puerto Rico still remai ned under Spanish control.

Not until late in July did an American expeditionary
force appear off the coast of Puerto Rico. First it was planned
to disenbark the troops at Guanica. A small naval | andi ng
party went ashore, haul ed down the Spanish flag, unfurled the
Stars and Stripes, then drove off the handful of defenders.
A detachnent of Arny Engi neers | anded, but in the meantinme
Ceneral Nelson A. Mles had decided to |l and the bul k of his
forces el sewhere al ong the coast.

The general's choice for base of operations was the town

of Ponce, a short distance inland fromthe seaside village of
La Playa (properly called Playa del Ponce). On 27 July, the
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Di xi e anchored off the beach. Navy Lieutenant Greenlief A
Merriam went ashore under a flag of truce to demand the
surrender of La Playa and Ponce. The Spani sh colonel in
charge, his honor at stake, refused to act w thout instructions
from hi gher authorities. Actual | y, whether he surrendered or
not nade little difference, for he did not have the neans to
resist. Later in the day, after sone tedious dickering,

Li eutenant Merriamreturned to the Dixie carrying the signed
articles of capitulation. An Anerican | anding party took over
bot h obj ecti ves. At La Playa, Marine Lieutenant Henry C.

Hai nes ordered the Anerican Flag rai sed and nmounted a Colt
autonmati c gun atop the custons house to encourage cooperation
on the part of the townspeople. There were no incidents dur-
ing the night, and on the foll owing nmorning General MIles' arny
began to troop ashore. (45)

Early in August, a handful of Anerican sailors occupied
the |ighthouse at Cape San Juan, Puerto Rico. This was a
massi ve brick structure, thick-walled and perched on a steep
hill overl ooking the San Juan Passage. Marking the difficult
passage around the northeastern tip of the island, the |ight-
house was an inportant mlitary objective; and scarcely had
the sailors taken charge than excited Puerto Ricans cane with
stories that al nbst a thousand Spani sh cavalry were nassi ng
for an attack. These reports were exaggerated, but on the
ni ght of 9 August the Spanish did strike. Possibly a hundred
of the eneny mlled around in the darkness, while the 28
Anericans fired steadily through | oopholes in the walls. When
the firing increased in fury, Lieutenant Charles N Atwater,
in command of the sailors, ordered the |ighthouse beacon
exti ngui shed. Aneri can warshi ps anchored off the cape then
turned on their searchlights and opened fire. One round cane
screaning in short, crashed into a brick wall gouging out a
two-f oot gash, but fortunately did not explode. A cloud of
dust nonentarily blinded the defenders as chunks of masonry
rattled off the walls and pavenent. |Imediately the | anp atop
t he buil ding was relighted.

After m dnight the firing gradually died down, and in the
pal e I'ight of norning reinforcements were | anded. First
Li eutenant John A. LeJeune, later to becone thirteenth
Commandant of the Marine Corps, |ed a detachnent of 37 nmen from
the Cncinnati. These joined a landing party fromthe Anphitrite
to stand guard while the |ighthouse garrison wi thdrew. The
Anerican flag was left flying as the sailors and Marines rowed
back to the waiting ships. (46)

Wil e the Iighthouse was undergoing its brief but hectic
si ege, Lieutenant Col onel Huntington's Marine battalion, having
enbar ked from Guant anano aboard the Resolute. was on its way
to capture the Cuban town of Manzanill o. Wen approached on
t he subject of surrender, the. Spanish Conmandant at Manzanillo
cited his code of honor and refused to yield unless forced to
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do so. Later that same day, 12 August, the Anericans saw
what they took for a white flag flying over the city. One
vessel hoisted a flag of truce and steaned into the harbor
to investigate, but the eneny opened fire as soon as the in-
truder cane w thin range.

Early the follow ng norning, the attack was resuned. Wile
war shi ps bonbarded the eneny's shore batteries,_the Marine
battalion prepared to go ashore and outfl ank the Spani sh en-

trenchnents. Thi s operati on, however, did not come to pass;
for daylight reveal ed dozens of white flags fluttering al ong
t he shoreline. Soon a Spani sh official cane out fromthe

harbor to informthe Americans that a peace protocol had been
si gned between the warring nations. (47)

Since operations in the Cari bbean were suspended under
terms of this agreement, the Marine battalion sailed al npost
at once for the United States, arriving at Portsnouth, New
Hanpshire on 26 August. These sun-bronzed veterans received
a heroes' wel cone which was clinaxed by a cl anbake sponsored
by local citizens. It was a gala event with food for everyone.
The Y_.M C. A presented a Bible to each nmenber of the battalion
whil e the Sal vati on Arny passed out cakes, tobacco, appl es,
and witing nmaterials. (48) \Wuen it becane obvious that
hostilities were at an end, the battalion was di sbanded.

Portsnout h, where the return of the battalion was feted
was the site of another inportant wartinme activity of the
Mari ne Cor ps. At Seavey's Island, Maine, only a few mles
from Portsnouth, Marines had guarded Spani sh sol diers and sea-
men captured during the conflict. The first group of prisoners,
10 officers and 692 enlisted nen, arrived at the canp early in
July. Mari nes al so guarded Adniral Cervera, who was interned
at Annapolis, Maryland, after his capture off Santiago. (49)

As far as nunbers were concerned, the Mari ne Corps nade
no striking contribution to the victory over Spain. Although
sone 2,055 enlisted men served with the fleet throughout the
world, only alittle nore than 600 fought with the famed 1st
Marine Battalion in Cuba. (50) The i nportance of the Marine
Corps lay not in nunmbers but in the speed with which its
expeditionary force had been assenbl ed and di spatched, and its
ability to do the job once on the field of battle. Huntington's
battali on enbarked from Brookl yn | ess than one week after the
first order for its organi zati on had been i ssued. |In that
short tinme, Marines by the handful had been gathered from posts
and stations all along the East Coast, forned i nto conpani es,
and i ssued the equi pnent necessary for conmbat. Am d the con-
fusi on that was Key West, Marine Corps supplies noved snoothly;
and when the battalion was unl eashed agai nst the Spanish at
GQuantananmo Bay it struck quickly and hard. Although the
battali on was successful, this action showed the need for an
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American force in readi ness. The activation of the Marine
battalion on such short notice and its effective performance
in battle reflected Marine training and discipline, but the
experi ence at Guantananp al so reveal ed lack of famliarity
with large unit tactics, which had to be | earned the hard way.

Lacki ng the deci siveness of dranma of Dewey's smashi ng
victory in the Philippines, the | anding at Guantanano never -
thel ess was vital. Because of their relatively short operat-
ing ranges and their instability in heavy seas, the warshi ps
of that day could not operate for |ong periods unless an
anchorage and coaling station were near at hand. In addition
to this tactical inportance, the action at Guantanano clearly
denonstrated the need for Marines as assault troops to be
enpl oyed with the fleet. Since the victory had been won by a
Marine unit conmanded by a Marine officer, Guantananbp gave
added anmmunition to those who woul d make the capture and de-
fense of advanced bases a primary m ssion of the Marine Corps.
(51)
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