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—Other Marine Defense Activities—T he Division 1s Ordered
Back to the Front

The Peace Talks Resume®

T WAS APRIL 1953, but it wasn’t an Aprl Fool’s mirage. On 6

April, representatives of the United Nations Command and the
Communist delegation sat down at the Panmunjom truce tents to
resume the peace talks that had been stalemated six months—since
October 1952. If there was a word that could be said to reflect the
attitude of American officials and private citizens alike—for that
matter, the atmosphere at Panmunjom itself—it was one of caution—
not real optimism, not an unbridled hopefulness, but a wearied
caution born of the mountains of words, gulfs of free-flowing
dialogue and diatribe, and then ultimate plateaus of intransigence
that had marked negotiations with Communist leaders since the orig-
inal truce discussions had begun in July 1951.

Diplomatic maneuverings had been underway since the end of
1952 for the exchange of sick and wounded prisoners of both sides.
This was considered a first step towards ending the prisoner of war

! Unless otherwise noted, the material in this section is derived from: PacFlt EvalRpt
No. 6, Chap. 9; 1stMarDiv, ist EngrBn ComdDs, Apr 53; Berger, Korea Knot; Clark,
Dannbe to Yalu; Hermes, Trure Tent; Leckie, Conflict; M/Sgt Robert T. Fugate,
“Freedom Village,” Leatherneck, v. 36, no. 7 (Jul 53), hereafter Fugate, "Freedom
Village.”
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dispute and achieving an ultimate truce. A resolution introduced in
mid-November by India at the United Nations session dealing with
settlement of nonrepatriate prisoners had been adopted in early
December. Later that month the Red Cross international conference
had officially gone on record favoring the exchange of sick and
wounded prisoners in advance of a truce. A letter written on 22
February by the UNC commander, General Clark, calling for the
immediate exchange of ailing prisoners had been delivered to the
NKPA and CCF leaders.

Initially, the Communist answer was an oppressive silence that
lasted for more than a month. During this time the Communist
hierarchy had been stunned by the death, on 5 March, of Premier
Stalin. Then, on 28 March, in a letter that reached General Clark
at Tokyo in the middle of the night, came an unexpected response
from the two Communist spokesmen. They not only agreed un-
conditionally to an exchange of the sick and injured prisoners but
further proposed that “the delegates for armistice negotiations of
both sides immediately resume the negotiations at Panmunjom.”?

This favorable development astonished not only the United Na-
tions Commander but the rest of the Free World as well. Several
steps were quickly put in motion. The UN Commander’s reply to
the Kim-Peng offer was expressed in such a way that resumption of
full negotiations was not tied in as a condition for the preliminary
exchange of ailing POWs. President Eisenhower, commenting on the
new Communist proposals at his 2 April press conference, stated he
thought the country should “now take at face value every offer made
to us until it is proved unworthy of our confidence.”® He also further
enjoined major military commanders and subordinates to avoid any-
thing that might be contrary to this view when they made public
remarks or issued press releases.

In Korea, the Munsan-ni Provisional Command was established
on 5 April under the Commanding General, Eighth Army, in the
vicinity of the 1st Marine Division railhead at Munsan-ni. The com-
mand was to prepare for the many housekeeping details involved
in the receiving and orderly processing of all UNC prisoners. The
anticipated exchange itself was dubbed Operation LITTLE SWITCH.

2 Leckie, Conflict, p. 373.
3 CG, Eighth Army msg to CG, 1stMarDiv and others, dtd 4 Apr 53, in 1stMarDiv
ComdD, Apr 53, App. 1, p. 1.
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Two Army officers, one Marine Corps, and one ROKA representative
were designed to direct the administrative machinery of the pro-
visional command. Heading the organization was Colonel Raymond
W. Beggs, USA.

The Marine representative, Colonel Wallace M. Nelson, was named
commanding officer of the United Nations Personnel and Medical
Processing Unit. His responsibility was not limited to the obvious
medica) aspects of the exchange, but extended to other details involv-
ing clothing issue, personnel, security, chaplains, food, commun-
ication, motor transport, engineering, and the operation of unit
headquarters. Among those matters to which the Munsan-ni command
directed its immediate attention was the setting up of a temporary
facility for Communist prisoners currently held in UNC camps at
Koje, Cheju, and Yongcho Islands and a hospital near Pusan. Ar-
rangements were also made for in interpreter pool, debriefing teams,
and press center facilities.

As the new week began on Monday, 6 April, and the world looked
to Panmunjom for the next set of signals in the war, a new stage
developed in the truce negotiations. Within five days after the talks
had begun, both sides agreed to return the disabled prisoners in
their custody. Final papers for the preliminary exchange were signed
at noon on 11 April by Rear Admiral John C. Daniel, USN, for the
United Nations Command, and Major General Lee Sang Cho, of
the Communist delegation. The week-long transfer of sick and
wounded POWs was scheduled to begin 20 April, at Panmunjom.

The Communists announced they intended to release 600 sick
and wounded UNC prisoners (450 Korean, 150 non-Korean), a
figure which Admiral Daniel called “incredibly small.”* For its part,
the UNC indicated that it planned to free nearly ten times that
number of North Korean and Chinese POWSs. Communist and
Allied representatives also agreed that truce talks would be resumed
at Panmunjom, once the prisoner exchange was completed.

Security precautions went into effect at both Panmunjom® and the

* Hermes, Truce Tent, p. 415.

5 With resumption of truce negotiations, the 1st Marines, whose left battalion sector
was immediately adjacent to the Panmunjom neutral zone between the two battle lines,
took certain precautionary measures. The regiment set up radio communication with the
UN base camp at Munsan and reactivated its rescue task force. This unit was on alert
to evacuate the UN truce team from Panmunjom in the event of Communist hostile
action or any threat to security. While the talks were in session, a forward covering



316 Operations in West Korea

entire Munsan-ni area, 10 miles southeast, on the first day of the
prisoner talks. All facilities at both Panmunjom and Munsan-ni were
placed off limits to Eighth Army personnel not directly involved
in the operations. Regulations were strictly enforced. Even before
the negotiations opened at Panmunjom, actual construction work
for LITTLE sWITCH was well under way by Marine engineers. “Oper-
ation RAINBOW,” as the building of the facilities for the POW
exchange was called, began 5 April.

In a little over a day—actually 31 working hours—a task force of
less than 100 Marine construction personnel had erected the entire
Freedom Village POW recovery station at Munsan-ni. The special
work detachment was composed of men from Company A, 1st Shore
Party Battalion, under Major Charles E. Gocke, and attached to the
engineer battalion; utility personnel from Headquarters and Service
Companies; and a Company D platoon, 1st Engineer Battalion.®

Early Sunday morning the Marines moved their giant bulldozers,
earth movers, pans, and other heavy duty equipment into Munsan-ni.
Ground leveling started at 0800 and work continued around the
clock until 0100 Monday. After a five-hour break the men dug in
again at 0600 and worked uninterruptedly until 2000 that night.
Furniture, tentage, and strongbacking stored at the 1st Engineer
Battalion command post, meanwhile, had been transported and
emplaced. When it was all done the Freedom Village complex, like
ancient Gaul, had been divided into three parts. The command area
comprised receiving lines, processing and press tents, and related
facilities for United Nations troops. Adjacent to this was the 45th
Mobile Army Surgical Hospital tent, completely wood-decked,
equipped for mass examinations and emergency treatment. Across
the road from the UN site proper was the area reserved for return-
ing South Korean prisoners, who would form the bulk of the
repatriates.

Altogether the three camp areas represented some 35,100 square
feet of hospital tentage, 84 squad tents, and 5 wall tents. Gravel to

group, composed of a reinforced rifle company and 1st Tank Battalion platoon, occu-
pied the high ground east of Panmunjom at COP 2. Here the Marine rescue force
maintained close surveillance of the enemy in the Panmunjom peace corridor as well as
the safe arrival and departure of the UN truce team shuttled in by helicopter or motor
convoy. LstMar ComdD, Apr 53, pp. 5, 14 and App. II, pp. 1-4.

8 The battalion's new commanding officer was Lieutenant Colonel Francis "X’ Witt,
Jr., who a week earlier had succeeded Lieutenant Colonel Francis W. Augustine.
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surface three miles of standard combat road, plus two miles of
electrical wiring, was hauled and installed. More than 100 signs,
painted in Korean and English, were erected, as well as the large
one that stretched clear across the road at the Freedom Village
entrance. Six welcome signs were raised above the UN and ROK
processing tents, while another mammoth Korean-English sign was
installed at the Panmunjom exchange site.

Special areas for ambulance parking; helicopter landing strips;
five 50-foot flagpoles; graded access roads and foot paths; sanitation
facilities; and storage areas for food, blankets, and medical supplies
were also constructed. And timing was important. It had been antici-
pated that the prisoner exchange might take place on short notice.
For this reason 1st Marine Division work and processing teams had
conducted their rehearsals so that they could complete all duties
within 36 hours after first receiving the “go ahead” signal for the
switch.

Operation LITTLE SWITCH'

Nine days after the truce talks were temporarily suspended, 11 April,
Operation LITTLE SWITCH (code-named Little Swap) began the
morning of Monday, 20 April. By the time it ended on 26 April, a
total of 6,670 North Korean and Chinese Communist prisoners had
been returned by the UNC. The enemy released 684 captives,® of
whom 149 were Americans. Among them were 15 Marines, 3 Navy
corpsmen who had been attached to the 1st Marine Division, and a
Navy aviator. The first day Allied prisoners—walking, some
hobbling along on crutches, and others carried on litters—were
delivered in two groups. The initial 50 men reached Panmunjom at
0825, and the second group, two hours later. The first Marine freed

" Unless otherwise noted, the material in this section is derived from: PacFlt EvalRp?
No. 6, Chap 9; Commander Naval Forces, Far East (ComNavFE), "Operation Little
Switch-Apr 53”; ComNavFE Rpt of Intelligence Processing; ComNavFE Rpt, 24 Jul
53; FMFPac ComdD, Apr 53 (#1); FMFPac ComdD, May 53 (Pt. 2), rpt LtCol
Fisher to CG, FMFPac, subj, "Debriefiing of Returned POWSs"; 1stMarDiv ComdD,
Apr 53; MacDonald, POW, Clatk, Danube to Yalu; Hermes, Truce Tent; Leckie,
Conflict; Fugate, "Freedom Village”; New York Times, 19-21 Apr 53; Washington
Post, 19-21 Apr 53.

8 The 684 UNC prisoners returned in LITTLE SWITCH represented 471 South Koreans,
149 Americans, 32 British, 15 Turks, 6 Colombians, 5 Australians, 2 Canadians, 1
Greek, 1 South African, 1 Filipino ,and 1 Netherlander.
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was Private Alberto Pizarro-Baez, H/3/7, a Puerto Rican, who had
been captured at Frisco in the early October 1952 outpost clashes.
Later that day, another POW taken in the same action, Private
Louis A. Pumphrey, was also released.

Early moments of the exchange were tense as UNC sick and
wounded captives were shipped in a long line of CCF ambulances
from Kaesong, five miles northwest of Panmunjom, down the neutral
corridor past enemy lines to the exchange point. Despite the fact
that all official papers and agreements had been concluded more
than a week earlier, no one was absolutely sure until the last
moment that the prisoner exchange would actually take place. The
mechanics of the transfer operation itself, as it turned out, went off
practically without hitch. One minor unsavory incident had occurred
when 50 North Korean prisoners in UNC custody en route from
Pusan to Panmunjom, had dumped their mess kits into garbage
cans, noisily complaining about breakfast.

There was also a long taut-moment of uneasy silence when the
first Communist ambulance pulled up in front of the Panmunjom
receiving center. An American MP, who in the excitement had
gotten his orders confused, forgot to tell the enemy driver where
to turn. The ambulance almost went past the center. A UN officer
raced out to the road and motioned to the driver, who backed around
and pulled into the parking lot.

One of the first things the liberated POWSs saw was the big sign
“Welcome Gate to Freedom™ raised the preceding night over the
Panmunjom receiving tents. Here they could get a cup of coffee and
momentarily relax before starting the long one-and-a-half hour
ambulance trip south to Freedom Village. The returnees were out-
fitted in blue Communist greatcoats, utilities, caps, and tennis shoes.
Some of the men were bearded; some wore thin smiles; some had
half-hidden tears in their eyes. Primarily, there was a subdued and
businesslike air to the day’s proceedings, however, with a marked
absence of levity. Admiral Daniel, whose UNC liaison group had
negotiated the exchange, in commenting on the smoothness of the
first day's operation observed: “It's been a tremendous emotional
experience for us all. Not much was said between us here, but we are
all very happy.”®

9 New York Times, dtd 20 Apr 53, p. 1.
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From Panmunjom all Allied prisoners were taken to Freedom
Village at Munsan where they received a medical check, and the
more seriously wounded were flown to a field hospital near Seoul.
The first American prisoner to reach Freedom Village was an Army
litter patient, Private First Class Robert C. Stell, a Negro. Heli-
coptered in from Panmunjom at 1007, he was treated “like a S-star
general by all hands, including General Clark, UN commander.”*®
By noon the routine, agreed upon in the eatlier exchange talks, was
moving along evenly and would be in effect throughout the week-
long exchange. The Communist quota was 100 prisoners freed
daily, in two groups of 50 each, while the Allies returned 500.
Thirty Americans were among the 100 UNC men released that
first day.

Upon their arrival at Freedom Village the Marine POWs, all of
whom had been wounded prior to being captured, were greeted by
representatives of the 1st Marine Division. In addition to General
Clark, other ranking officials on hand included Lieutenant General
Maxwell D. Taylor, new EUSAK commander, Major General Pollock,
Ist Marine Division CG, Brigadier General Joseph C. Burger, in
one of his first public duties since assuming the post of assistant
division commander on 1 April, and Dr. Otto Lehner, head of the
International Red Cross inspection teams.

Each Marine prisoner was met by a 1st Division escort who gave
him physical assistance, if necessary, as well as a much-prized
possession—a new utility cap with its Marine Corps emblem. Recov-
ered personnel received a medical examination. Waiting helicopters
stood by to transport seriously sick or wounded Marines to the
hospital ships Haven and Consolation riding at anchor in the Inchon
harbor. Chaplains chatted as informally or seriously as a returnee
desired. Newspapers and magazines gave the ex-prisoners their first
opportunity in months to read unslanted news. And a full set of
utility uniforms, tailored on the spot for proper fit, were quickly
donned by Marines happy to discard their prison blues.

Although returnees received their initial medical processing at
Freedom Village, no intelligence processing was attempted in Korea.
Within 24 hours after their exchange, returned personnel were flown
to K-16 (Seoul) and from there to Haneda Air Force Base at

10 14id., p. 3.
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Tokyo. Upon arrival at the Tokyo Army Hospital Annex, a more
detailed medical exam was conducted, including a psychiatric intet-
view by officials from the newly formed Special Liaison Group of
Commander, Naval Forces, Far East. Lieutenant Colonel Regan
Fuller, USMC, was designated by ComNavFE as OIC of the detailed
briefing of all returned personnel at Tokyo. Other Marine officers
participating in the debriefings included Lieutenant Colonel Thell H.
Fisher and Major James D. Swinson, of FMFPac headquarters; Major
Jack M. Daly, representing the 1st Marine Division; and Captain
Richard V. Rich, of the 1st Marine Air Wing.

Each Marine returnee was interviewed by a two-man debriefing
team that consisted of a Marine and a Navy officer, the latter usually
a counterintelligence expert. The three-phase interrogation averaged
9-12 hours and covered personal data, counterintelligence, and a
detailed military questionnaire. The latter, particularly, sought infor-
mation about UN personnel still held captive by the enemy. Since all
of the 15 Marine POWSs had been captured relatively recently
(either in the October outpost contests or the Vegas battle the
previous month), the information they had about the enemy was of
limited intelligence value. From debriefing reports of Marine
returnees, many of whom brought address books with them, it was
learned that at least 115 more USMC and Navy prisoners were alive
and still held in POW camps.

Upon completion of counterintelligence processing, returned pet-
sonnel were available for press interviews. Long-distance telephone
calls to parents or other family members were arranged by the Red
Cross. Summer service uniforms and campaign ribbons were issued,
pay provided, and administrative records updated by representatives
dispatched by Colonel John F. Dunlap, Commanding Officer, Marine
Barracks, Yokosuka.

All of the 19 Marine and Navy POWs had been released by 25
April. After final processing and clearance for return to the U.S. the
men were flown home, via Hawaii, in three groups that departed
28 April, 30 April, and 4 May. Each was accompanied by a Marine
Corps officer. Members of the first contingent of POWSs arrived at
Travis Air Force Base, California, on 29 April, thereby completing
their 7,000-mile journey from Communist prison camps. Another
small group of POWSs considered possible security risks were
airlifted directly from Japan to Valley Forge Hospital, near
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Philadelphia, for further interviewing. No Marines were among
them. With the initial prisoner exchange completed, staffs of the
major Far East commands began to prepare for the final return of
all POWSs. Operation BIG sWITCH would take place after the cease-
fire that, hopefully, was not too far away.

7~ On the day that Operation LITTLE SWITCH ended, 26 April,
plenary truce talks resumed at Panmunjom. The stormy issue of
repatriation of prisoners, which had already prolonged the war by
more than a year, was still the one major problem preventing final
agreement. There was indication, however, that the Communists
appeared to be softening on their rigid insistence of forced repatria-
tion. And, on 7 May, the Communists accepted the UN proposal that
nonrepatriate prisoners be kept in neutral custody within Korea
(rather than being removed to a foreign neutral nation) and offered
an eight-point armistice plan. With modifications, this ultimately
became the basis for the armistice. While discussions and disagree-
ments continued on this proposal, another real problem developed
from a totally different source.

Since early in Aprtil rumblings had been heatd, through the polite
ambassadorial circuits, that Syngman Rhee, the aging South Korean
president, was dissatisfied with major truce issues. In particular, he
was disturbed over the possibility that Korea would not become
reunited politically. Further, Rhee gave indication that he might take
some kind of action on his own. The Korean leader had advised
President Eisenhower that if any armistice was signed that permitted
Chinese Communist troops to remain south of the Yalu, with his
country divided, he would withdraw ROK military forces from the
UN command. Since South Korean troops, backed by American
specialized units, presently manned the bulk of the UNC front line,
Rhee’s threat to remove them from General Clark’s command
presented harrowing possibilities.

Meanwhile, on 13 May, General Harrison, senior UN representa-
tive at Panmunjom, made a counterproposal to the Communist plan.
This incorporated three measures aimed at reconciling differences in
the long-controversial repatriation issue.* Arguments flew back and

1 In brief, these were: (1) that the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission
(NNRC) take custody of Chinese nonrepatriates but give Korean POWs the option of
settling either in North or South Korea, as they wished; (2) that troops from just one
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forth at Panmunjom, with a temporary recess called in the talks;
but on 4 June the Communists accepted this UN final offer. The
dispute of 18 months’ duration had ended and the Allied principle
of voluntary repatriation had won out in the end. About the only
homework left for the negotiating teams was to map out final details
of the Demilitarized Zone.

President Rhee now even more violently denounced the projected
armistice plan. He declared that he and the Koreans would fight
on alone, if necessary. South Korean delegates boycotted the Pan-
munjom truce meetings, and Rhee began a campaign to block the
cease-fire. Final agreement on the POW issue was reached 8 June.
It provided that the NNRC offer a “civilian status” to former POW's
who did not exercise their right of repatriation within four months
after being taken into custody by the commission. Those POWs who
desired asylum would be set free. The South Korean National
Assembly unanimously rejected the truce terms the following day.

Revision of the truce line, to correspond to current battle positions,
and other concluding details of the truce were being settled by 17
June. On 18 June, chaos suddenly replaced progress. Acting on
orders from Rhee, during early morning hours ROK guards at the
South Korean prisons released approximately 27,000 North Korean
anti-Communist POW inmates (the majority of the large group of
NKPA who did not wish to be repatriated). They quickly escaped
and became absorbed into the civilian populace of South Korea.
Immediately the Communists charged the Americans with complicity
and demanded to know whether the United Nations Command was
able to control its South Korean ally or not.

For the next two weeks the American ambassadorial and military
team tried to restore some measure of international good grace and
hope to the crisis. Daily talks (and pressure) took place with Rhee,
as well as with the Communist negotiators, to set the course back on
track again in the direction of a final truce agreement. At the end
of June, UNC Commander Clark was authorized by Washington to
work out a way in which it would be possible to sign the tenuous
armistice—without the Koreans, if necessary.

country (India) be used to guard nonrepatriates, rather than the unwieldy five-nation
force earlier proposed by the Communists; and (3), that specific procedures, which
were clearly spelled out, be followed for granting political asylum to returning pris-
oners who refused repatriation.
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Interval Before the Marines Go Off the Line™

Shortly after the heavy Vegas fighting in late March, Colonel
Funk’s 7th Marines, which had been in reserve, exchanged positions
with the 5th Marines. The new line regiment assumed responsibility
for the critical, action-prone right sector of the MLR on 4-5 April.
In the center part of JAMESTOWN, the 1st Marines of Colonel Adams
continued to man the MLR and its 12 outposts, including the stra-
tegic COP-2 tucked down by the Panmunjom peace corridor. With
the resumption of truce talks on 6 April, this position had again
taken on renewed importance with its tank-infantry covering force
of 5 armored vehicles and 245 Marines on call at all times.

After its relief from the MLR in early April the S5th Marines, as
the new division reserve unit, assumed the regular missions of serving
as a counterforce for Marines in the I Corps sector, if required;
maintenance of the secondary KANSAs line; and a rigorous training
program. On 10 April, the 3d Battalion moved out to the KANSAS
position for a two-day field exercise. By midmonth, spring thaws
and heavy rains had so weakened the trench and bunker fortifications
of KANsAs that an all-out effort was temporarily diverted from
refresher training to reconstruction. The 2d Battalion, meanwhile,
under Operation Plan 24-53, pursued an intensive five-day shore-
based training program, 7-11 April, in preparation for its coming
amphibious exercise, MARLEX XX, On the 13th, BLT 2/5 under
Lieutenant Colonel Finch, with armored amphibian, tank, amtrac, and
1/11 detachments, proceeded to the landing area, Tokchok-to, one
of the WCIDE command offshore islands southwest of Inchon.
Battalion assault companies hit the southern Tokchok-to beaches on
D-Day, 15 April, according to schedule, although high winds and
rough seas subsequently modified the exercise.’®

Not long afterward a training exercise involving UNC personnel
got underway when the 5th'* and 1st Marines, together with the

12 Unless otherwise noted, the material in this section is derived from: PacFlt EvalRpt
No. 6, Chap. 9; 1stMarDiv ComdD, Apr 53; 1stMarDiv PIRs 896-900, dtd 8-12 Apr
53; 1stMar, SthMar, 7thMar, 11thMar, 2/5, 1/7, 2/11, 1st TkBn ComdDs, Apr 53;
VMAs-121, =212, -323, VMFs-115, =311, VMF(N)-513 ComdDs, Apr 53.

13 Official records are at variance on this point. The 2/5 command diary indicates that
the battalion continued the exercise on 16-17 April, returning the latter date. The 5th
Marines report categorically indicates that MARLEX XX was cancelled on 15 April,
because of the weather.

4 Now under a new regimental commander, Colonel Tschirgi, who had joined the
Sth Marines on 14 April, succeeding Colonel Walt, newly assigned division G-3.
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artillerymen, combined with the Army, ROK, and Commonwealth
Division on 20 April for a four-day I Corps command post exercise
(CPX) EVEREADY GEORGE, not far from Seoul.

Along the division front the war was still a daily survival contest,
despite the promising outlook at Panmunjom. The most ambitious
attempt by the Chinese during the month took place over a three-
day period in the right regimental sector, not long after the 7th
Marines had moved to the MLR. On 9 April, following a heavy
two-hour ballistic downpour of 2,000 rounds of enemy mortar and
artillery, a reinforced company of about 300 Chinese soldiers
launched a strong probe against Carson at 0345. Attacking in two
echelons, the enemy approached from the direction of Arrowhead
on the north and the Reno ridgeline. In an hour’s time, the enemy
had reached the Marine trenches and protective wire, at some places,
and was being unceremoniously repulsed by the 1/7 detachment at
Carson. For an hour and a half a heavy fire ight raged at the outpost
while intruders and defenders battled at pointblank range to settle
the dispute.

A reinforcement platoon, from 4/2/7, dispatched from the MLR
at 0530, made it as far as the newly established Marine outpost at
Elko, about 400 yards southeast of Carson, before being held up by
a heavy shower of mortar rounds, and small arms fire. Tankers from
the Company A direct element' plus a section (two tanks) from the
regiment’s armored platoon leveled their lethal 90mm fires to
discourage the enemy, as did the defender’s barrage of 60mm, 81mm,
and 4.2-inch mortars.

Two rocket ripples and 22 defensive fire concentrations unleashed
by 2/11, also in direct support of Lieutenant Colonel Henry C.
Lawrence Jr.’s 1st Battalion, plus additional reinforcing fires by
batteries of 1/11 and 4/11 drove off the enemy at 0700. As a security
measure, a company from the regimental reserve (E/2/7) was
assigned to Carson to buttress the position and assist in reorganizing
the outpost defense. The enemy’s activity had cost him 60 known
dead. Additional casualties were estimated to be 90 killed and 70
wounded. Marine losses numbered 14 killed, 4 missing, 44 wounded/

18 Throughout the three-day action, gun tanks from Companies A and B (the forward
reserve unit) and the regimental antitank company fired a total of more than 1,469
90mm shells to neutralize enemy positions and weapons.
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evacuated, and 22 non-seriously wounded. Meanwhile, beginning at
0715, Marine prop-driven attack AUs from VMAs-212 and -323
and ADs from VMA-121 were aloft over prime Chinese targets to
perform CAS missions and MPQ drops.

Between the morning’s first strike and midafternoon the three
MAG-12 squadrons completed 43 sorties and blasted enemy hills and
weapons positions north of Carson with a total of 67% tons of
bombs. Later that night three Chinese platoons, operating in small
units, reappeared in the Carson-Elko-Vegas vicinity to recover casual-
ties. Although they reached an unoccupied caved-in bunker 50 feet
from Carson, the enemy’s nocturnal activity only cost him more
casualties from the COP’s defense fires: 15 known dead, 15 estimated
killed, 7 known wounded, and 27 estimated wounded.

The following day, Panther jets from Marine Fighter Squadrons
311 and 115 contributed to the further destruction of hostile emplace-
ments, but the enemy himself was nowhere to be seen. Again that
night, ground-controlled radar bombing runs were made by VMA-121
and VMF(N)-513 to help keep the enemy off balance. In the early-
morning hours of the 11th, however, a band of 30 grenade-slinging
Chinese renewed the assault on 7th Marines positions by attacking
the reverse slope of Elko. This ambition was deterred by outpost
organic weapons and box-me-in fires. After a brief fire fight the
CCF withdrew, and the two MAG-33 squadrons later that morning
returned to station for CAS strikes against CCF trouble spots. An-
other raid on Carson began at 2115 that night when 70 Chinese
moved out from Ungok to the west ridge of the Marine position.
Ten minutes later, Marine 81mm and 4.2-inch mortars, artillery,
machine guns, and tanks forced them back with approximately 20
CCF killed and wounded to show for their efforts.

A brief repeat action occurred the following night when two squads
of Chinese reappeared at Elko, but they were dispatched by Marine
infantry, artillery, and armor direct fires following a 15-minute
spirited exchange. During the night of the 12th'® Chinese probes and
harassing efforts diminished. Other than a few spotty, abortive
skirmishes in the KMC sector, this pattern of reduced enemy effort
would continue for the next several weeks, until after the change of
the Marine line in early May. As the peace talks at Panmunjom were

16 This same date was significant because it marked the first time a searchlight-guided
night close air support mission was flown by 1st MAW in the division sector.
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beginning to show some progress, enemy psychological warfare efforts
in the KMC, 1st, and 7th regimental sectors became more zealous, an
indication of the Chinese attempt to increase their propaganda offen-
sive. This included not only loudspeaker broadcasts and propaganda
leaflet fired in mortar shells but a more unusual tactic, on 6 April,
of enemy messages dropped over the COP Vegas area by airplane.
Little ground action took place in the division sector throughout
the rest of the month. During the last three days of April, as the
operational period for the Marines drew to an end, both infantry and
artillery units noticed an unusual lull across the front. Marine patrols
made few contacts, and there was a sharp decrease in the heavy
enemy sightings of midmonth. Chinese incoming, in fact, during the
latter part of the month decreased markedly, with a total of 873
rounds compared to the 4,149 tallied during the 1-15 April period.
An average of 58.2 rounds daily made it, in fact, the quietest period
in the Marine division sector since the holiday calm of late December
when only 84.2 rounds had fallen the last 10 days of the month.

The May Relief*

By late April, plans had moved into high gear for relief of the 1st
Marine Division by the 25th U.S. Infantry Division and transfer of
the Marines to U.S. I Corps reserve at Camp Casey. Although the
Marine division had been in active defense positions for 20 months
(first in the eastern X Corps and, for the past year, on the western
front), some observers noted that there was a reluctance to turn over
their presently occupied positions and that the Marines were coming
out “under protest from commanders who wanted the Division to
remain on the line.”*®

For its part, the 25th Division, commanded by Major General
Samuel T. Williams, was to shift over to the I Corps far west coastal
area from its own neighboring IX Corps sector on the right. Marine
association with the Army division went back to the early days of

17 Unless otherwise noted, the material in this section is derived from: PacFlt EvalRpt
No. 6, Chap. 9; 1stMarDiv ComdDs, Apr-May 53; 1stMarDiv G-3 Jnls, 22 Apr-13
May 53; 1stMar ComdDs, Apr-May 53; SthMar, 7thMar, 11thMar ComdDs, May 53;
1st EngrBn ComdDs, Apr—~May 53 ; Hermes, Truce Teni.

18 News story (AP), Robert D. Tuckman, Seoul, dtd 12 May 53, 1stMarDiv ComdD3,
May 53, App. IX, p. 1.
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the war.’ In August 1950, when the Korean Conflict was then only
a few weeks old, the 25th Division, with the 1st Provisional Marine
Brigade and the Army’s RCT-5, had spearheaded the first UN
counteroffensive on the far southern front, in the Sachon-Chinju area.
Now fresh from its own recent period in reserve® the 25th Division,
including its attached Turkish Brigade, was to take over the 33-mile
1st Marine Division line, effective 5 May. Marine armor and artillery,
however, would remain in support of the 25th Division and transfer
to I Corps control. -

Another change at this time affected the designation of the United
Nations MLR. Called Line jJAMESTOWN in the I Corps sector (and
variously in other parts of the EUSAK front as MISSGURI, DULUTH,
MINNESOTA, and CAT), the Allied front was redesignated simply as
“main line of resistance,” beginning 28 April, and was to be so known
in all future orders and communications throughout the entire Eighth
Army. A further modification dropped the reference “in Korea” from
the acronym EUSAK, the title becoming “Eighth U.S. Army.”

In the Marine sector, the last few days of April were a study in
contrasts. While Marine frontline infantrymen and cannoneers were
having a comparatively .peaceful interlude during this period of
minimal CCF activity, division engineers were the proverbial colony
of beavers. Following up their rigorous schedule in early April of
building Freedom Village from scratch within 36 hours, engineer
personnel moved out from the division sector late that month to
begin construction of the rear area camps that would shortly be
occupied by the Marines while in I Corps reserve.

Located approximately 15 miles east of the Marine MLR, the
Camp Casey reserve complex consisted of three major areas. They
were: the central one, Casey, which gave its name to the entire instal-
lation and would house the new division CP and 5th Marines;
Indianhead, to the north, where the 7th Marines, 1st KMC Regiment,
Division Reconnaissance Company, machine gun and NCO schools

19 The two divisions had also seen combat together early in WW II, at Guadalcanal.
Col R. D. Heinl, Jr. ltr to Dir, MCHist, HQMC, dtd 27 Sep 70, hereafter Heinl lr.

20 Soon after assuming command of the Eighth Army, in mid-February, General
Taylor had begun to stress the need for a complete eight-week training program for
reserve divisions before reentering the line, detailed rehearsal of patrols, and more fre-
quent rotation of artillery battalions to maintain their basic mobility. Hermes, Truce
Tent, p. 391.
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were to be established; and Britannia, to the south, assigned to the
1st Marines. Motor transport, engineer, and medical units in support
of the respective regiments were to locate nearby.

On 27 April, the day after resumption of truce talks at Panmun-
jom, Company A engineers began the work of clearing the camp site,
erecting prefabricated buildings, and pioneering roads in the 7th
Marines northern area. Two days later the 1st KMC Engineer Com-
pany was also detailed to Indianhead for work on the 1st KMC
Regimental camp. Company C engineers and Company A, 1st Shore
Party Battalion, attached to the Engineer Battalion, meanwhile
moved into the Casey sector to ready the relocated Division CP and
the Sth Marines camp.

Tactical relief of the 1st Marine Division officially began 1 May.
By the time it was over, four days later, more than 2,370 truckloads
of Marine personnel and equipment had been used in the transfer
to Camp Casey. Described another way: if placed bumper to bumper
in a continuous convoy, this would have extended more than six
miles, the length of the MLR held by a Marine regiment in any major
defense sector. As a preliminary step in the relief, on 29 April the
division assumed operational control of several incoming Army
artillery units (the 8th, 64th, 69th, and 90th Field Artillery Bat-
talions, and the 21st Antiaircraft Automatic Weapons Battalion)
plus elements of the Turkish command, including the TAFC Field
Attillery Battalion. By midafternoon, the first of the Army infantry
relief personnel had also arrived in the division sector, when elements
of the three battalions of the 35th Infantry Regiment had reported
in to respective 1st Marines® host units, preparatory to assuming
responsibility for the center sector of the Marine line.

On 1 May the Sth Marines, then in reserve at Camp Rose, took
over tesponsibility for the 14th Infantry Regiment, designated as
the Army maneuver unit. Later that day, when Colonel Tschirgi’s
regiment closed its headquarters and moved out by motor march
to Casey, control of the Army unit transferred to the division. The
same day, the 1st KMC/RCT artillery battalion—which, like the
11th Marines units, was to remain on line although KMC infantry
personnel were to move to I Corps reserve—came under control of

21 The regiment was newly-commanded by Colonel Nelson, the former UN Personnel
and Medical Processing Unit officer, who succeeded Colonel Adams as CO, 1st Marines
on 1 May.



Marking Time ( April-June 1953 ) 329

1 Corps; two days later an Army armored unit, the 89th Tank Bat-
talion, rolled into positicn in the KMC rear support area and came
under division command.

The 7th Marines right regimental sector, with its critical Nevada
Cities and two Berlin positions, became the new home for the
Turkish battalions of Brigadier General Sirri Acar in a four-day
phased operation, beginning