
 

transpired thus far.  After having an   
opportunity to read them, I found it     
hard to believe that it has only been 
three weeks-- we have accomplished 
a lot. 
 
I continue to be incredibly proud of 
our Marines and Sailors.  It is evident 
that they give their best every day.  
As we continue our deployment, 
know that you are in our thoughts 
and prayers.  I am truly blessed to be 
a part of this great battalion. 
 
All of my best, 
 
LtCol Will Arick 

 

 

CLB-31 Family and Friends, 
 
We are underway!  The time leading 
up to our deployment was full of 
emotions as we worked diligently to 
prepare for operations on board ship 
and anticipated leaving family, 
friends, and familiar territory.  Well, 
we did it and are now operating 
afloat!  I want to thank you all for 
making our embarkation evolution 
one of the smoothest I have experi-
enced. 
 
Life aboard ship is a new and differ-
ent experience that presents many 
challenges in how we live and oper-
ate.  The Marines and Sailors of CLB-
31 have adjusted well over our first 
weeks and already we are excelling 
at what we do—providing logistics 
support to the 31st MEU.   As most of 
you know we have three ships, the 
USS Essex, USS Harpers Ferry, and 
the USS Denver.  Marines and Sailors 
aboard the USS Denver went to 
Korea to participate in an amphibi-
ous landing in Inchon, Korea.  This 
landing was a widely publicized 
event, and highly acclaimed by digni-
taries who observed the landing.  
Afterwards, our Marines and Sailors 
participated in a parade ashore; you 
can see photos on our CLB-31 Face-

book Page.  Meanwhile, the USS 
Essex and USS Harpers Ferry partici-
pated in certification exercises in 
Guam where we sent forces ashore 
to provide logistics support during an 
amphibious assault exercise.  We 
were also able to participate in a 
community relations project on 
shore where we provided care and 
company to some of Guam’s senior 
citizens.  Our Engineer Platoon along 
with other Marines and Sailors are 
currently in the Philippines building a 
school that is due to be complete in 
late October.   There is so much 
going on aboard ship as well—
planning, providing mail and disburs-
ing services, conducting mainte-
nance, training—you name it! 
 
The last week in September the MEU 
will be evaluated on our ability to 
conduct Humanitarian Assistance 
and Disaster Relief operations and 
CLB-31 is the lead for this mission.  
After our certification exercise, the 
MEU will then head to the Philip-
pines to train, provide medical and 
dental assistance, and conduct com-
munity relations projects. 
 
Please take the time to read through 
the platoon articles.  They did a great 
job describing in detail what has 

With the Marines and Sailors of CLB-
31 safely deployed, it’s time for  
families to get back into their     
routines of school, work, and play.  
Sometimes the transition is easy and 
other times it’s harder.  It can just 
depend on where you are in your life 
at the present time.    
 
With that said, it’s important to 
remember that there are many  
resources at your finger tips if you 

need them.  If your feeling lonely, get 
out and volunteer somewhere new 
and make some new friends.  If you 
need someone to talk to about 
things, the MFLC Consultants on 
Okinawa are an amazing resource.  
Sometimes kids need a few “tools” in 
their “toolbox”, try calling the    
FOCUS Program.  They’re a great 
resource for children and parents.    
 
 

I’ve included information on both 
FOCUS and MFLC in this newsletter 
so be sure to read all about what 
they can do for you.  In the past my 
family has personally utilized both 
resources and we are a stronger 
family for having done so!  
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
Cindy Reiter 
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Chaplainõs Corner 

Sergeant Majorõs Message 

Hello family members and 
friends, 
  
For some this is their first time 
deploying aboard ship and 
with the help of the veterans 
of the CLB/MEU, all have set-
tled in and started to become 
accustomed to ship board life 
and the naval traditions they 
we have all heard about.  
    
While aboard ship, the  
Marines and Sailors will have 
the opportunity to receive 
valuable basic skills training 
that some may not get while in 
Okinawa ,specifically crew 
serve weapons training, 
weekly PME classes on histori-
cal amphibious operations,  
the Corporal’s Course and 

interaction between the CLB, 
ground element and our Navy 
brethren. 
 
Some have begun the first 
exercise of the  deployment in 
Korea, others await the future 
operation s we have over the 
horizon in the Philippines, 
where all will have the ability 
apply those skills they have 
learned up to this point.    
During that exercise, those not 
familiar with how the battalion 
operates will see how it all 
comes together and will ap-
preciate the training that we 
received prior to deploying.   
 
In closing I would like to let 
you know from the Marines  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 and Sailors that all are in great 
spirits and you are in our 
thoughts. 
 
Semper Fi, 
 
SgtMaj A.P. Goss  

Inchon.  Many had run 
more than 200 yards in the 
mud to reach the 
wall.  Some marched hold-
ing tightly to a cane, some 
holding the hand of their 
wife, and still others hold-
ing on to each other as they 
made their way to their 
reserved seating.  I was 
able to sit near the Korean 
veterans, and though some 
might think less of me for 
it, I had a few tears under 
my sun-glasses.  
  
After the ceremony many 
of them came to me thank-
ing me, genuinely, for my 
country’s rescue.  They 
knew I wasn’t old enough 
to have been there; but 
they knew I wore the      

I was able to be part of the 
group of CLB Marines and 
Sailors privileged to partici-
pate in the Anniversary 
Celebration of the Inchon 
Landing.  The event in-
cluded a re-enactment of 
the September 15, 1950 
surprise amphibious      
assault.  146 veterans of 
the Korean War were pre-
sent for the landing and the 
parade which followed.  It 
was a remarkable 
sight.  The ceremony began 
with Korean veterans 
marching in from the left 
and American and coalition 
veterans marching in from 
the right.  They were no 
longer the vigorous and 
valiant young men who 
scaled the walls of          

uniform of those who 
were.  More than 34,000 
U.S. soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and Marines died in 
the Korean War – some-
times referred to as the 
Forgotten War.  I wonder if 
those who experienced the 
landing, who survived to 
witness the cease-fire, 
would have ever imagined 
South Korea would, 60 
years later, be so grateful? 
Today, more than 50 mil-
lion people of South Korea 
are free because of those 
who have gone before us.   
 
Chaplain Beasley 

Important Numbers 

American Red Cross  

645-3800 

From US: (toll-free) 

1 (877) 272-7337  

 

Emergency 

911 on base                    911 

911 off base    098-893-7911 

Naval Hospital ER   

645-7338 

ER from off base  

098-893-1984 

Poison Control   643-7700 

Domestic Violence    

634-4357 

Spouse Abuse    634-3123 

Suicide Hotline 634-4357 

 

Family Services 

Childcare ð call Resource 
and Referral   645-4117 

WIC -             645-9302  

Marine Corps Family Team 
Building        645-3689 

 

Personal Service Centers: 

Courtney       622-7332/9754 

Foster           645-2104/2106 

Hansen         623-2622/2646 

Kinser           637-2815/1628 

Schwab         625-2622/2646 

 

Counseling Services 

Counseling & Advocacy  

645-2915/2916/2918 

MFLAC ð 623-3050 

Military OneSource  

OCONUS dial 145 from any 
DSN line 

US dial 1-800-342-9647 

Base 

Pass & ID 645-4038 

Base Legal    645-7144/1037 

Housing Kadena       

634-4008 

Auto Towing     

645-7441 

   After hours 090-3794-2556 
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CLB-31 is looking for a few volunteers!  We 
have a position available for another Family 
Readiness Advisor and for several Family 
Readiness Assistants. 
 

What does an Advisor do?                    -
Serves as a member of the Command Team 
and attends its monthly meeting. 
-Serves as an additional feedback    mecha-
nism from the families to the    Command 
Team 

-Contributes content to family readiness 
communications and assist in development 
of unit communication strategies.  
-Provides family insight to the Command 
Team regarding the overall Unit Family 
Readiness Program and family well-being  
-Participates in Command Team planning 

and assessment activities as determined by 
the commander,  
 

What does an Assistant do?    
-Provides feedback from unit families 
-Assists with information and referral   
services  
-Assists in keeping the FRO apprised of 
issues or contacts made with unit families.  

-Helps publicize morale support events  
-Assists the FRO in evaluating and assessing 
communication quality and overall effec-
tiveness  
 

Each volunteer position provides a unique 
opportunity for you to support the families 
within your platoon and the Battalion!  
 

Some of these opportunities may include: 
Family Days, Unit specific events/training, 
resource and referral, and being a voice for 
your unit families, to name a few.  
 

Training is provided so if you would like to 
find out more about these great volunteer 
positions or want to share your talents, 
please contact your Family Readiness   
Office TODAY at 623-3135!  

What is MFLC?   Military Family Life Consultants are licensed clinical counselors that provide short-term, situational, problem 
solving counseling and psycho-educational services.  Military members and/or their families are eligible to utilize this program. 

The program is FREE and can be utilized by individuals, couples, families, units or groups with issues such as stress, anger, rela-
tionships, communication, parenting, conflict resolution, deployment and more. 

MFLC’s are available to all military branches and their flexible service can be provided on or off base.   

To contact an MFLC Consultant call:  080-4083-4766 or 080-4143-3803   

DSN 623-3035 (with voice mail) 

Or Email at: campbutler.mflc@gmail.com 

For information CONUS call 1-800-646-5613 

OAARS (Okinawan American 

Animal Rescue Society)          

www.oaars.com                         

Email:                                           

oaarsvolunteers@gmail.com 

USO                                             

Call 645-2662 

Marine Thrift Shop                  

Call 645-6025 

 

Additional Suggestions 

Navy Fleet Gift Shop 

Island Treasures Gift Shop 

Girl/Boy Scouts 

DoDDs Schools 

POPs (Pacific Okinawa Players) 

Get out there and have some fun 

and meet new people! 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ DƛǾŜΗ 

Become a Family Readiness 

Advisor or Assistant                 

Contact the FRO at 623-3135 

American Red Cross                 

Call 645-8300 

Marine Corps Family Team 

Building                                       

Call 645-2841 

Navy/Marine Corps Relief 

Society                                        

Call 645-7808                                 

Volunteer Opportunities... 

MFLC (Military Family Life Consultants) 
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FOCUS (Families OverComing 
Under Stress) provides resil-
iency training  to military 
families.  It teaches practical 
skills to meet the challenges 
of deployment and reintegra-
tion, to communicate and 
solve problems effectively, 
and to successfully set goals 
together and create a shared 
family story. 
 

FOCUS teaches families af-
fected by multiple   
deployments to understand 
their emotional reactions,  

communicate more clearly, 
solve problems more effec-
tively, and set and achieve 
their goals.  Parents and chil-
dren—from preschoolers to 
teens—learn to use tools that 
will better prepare them for 
each new deployment. 
 

Families participate in 8 ses-
sions.  Sessions are very    
conducive to the family’s 
schedule. 
 

FOCUS also has Resiliency 
Training for Military Couples. 
Couples participate in 5-8   

sessions where they learn 
how to: improve communica-
tion, problem solve around 
difficulties with reunion and 
reintegration, identify strate-
gies to deal with deployment 
reminders, and enhance mu-
tual support. 
 

THE PROGRAM IS FREE and 
available on Courtney, Kinser 
and Foster. 
 

For more information call the 
FOCUS Program at  645–6077 
or email them at 
Okinawa@focusproject.org 

What is FOCUS? 
For more information 

on the FOCUS Project 

go to: 

 

www.focusproject.org 
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The Headquarters Platoon has 
been working together with every 
section in order to ensure all op-
erations, embarkation of person-
nel, equipment and accountability 
of all of Marines and Sailors aboard 
the USS Essex, Harpers Ferry and 
Denver run smoothly.  The Marines 
of Headquarters Platoon have been 
getting accustomed to ship life. We 
have gained our sea legs and now 
are accustomed to the steady 
swaying of the ship from side to 
side.    Life is good due to the com-
modities that we have on ship, 
such as the ship store where we 

can purchase anything from water, 
chips, t-shirts, hygiene gear, and 
cup-o-noodles. Whenever the store 
is closed, there are vending ma-
chines around the ships that are 
accessible around the clock.  For 
most Marines, the chow hall is 
their favorite places to be.  Marines 
and Sailors put together meals for 
the entire ship and can pretty 
much make most meals that of a 
five-star restaurant.  Due to the 
delicious meals that the Marines of 
Headquarters enjoy, we had to 
come up with a plan to burn those 
calories.  And what better way to 

burn calories than running around 
the flight deck of the ships and or 
working out in the ship’s fitness 
centers. The fitness center is not 
Bally’s Total Fitness centers but it 
does the job in helping Marines 
maintain fitness standards.  Two 
weeks down and counting.  We’ll 
be home soon.   
 
Lt Purtell 

bilateral military exercises in-
cluding Valiant Shield 2010, 
Amphibious Landing Exercise 
2010, Korean Inter-operability 
Training Program 2010, Keen 
Sword 2010 and PHIBLEX.  HSS 
Platoon’s Corpsmen will partici-
pate in and support many of 
the exercises, as well as, four 
Medical and Dental Civic Action 
Program assignments.   

Being deployed with the 31st 
MEU is a great experience for 
all Marines and Sailors to test 
their military training and learn 
about new countries and cul-
tures.  HSS Platoon is looking 
forward to the upcoming train-
ing operations and the chance 
for rest and relaxation during 
the scheduled liberty port visits, 
as well as, time to lend a help-
ing hand to local communities 
through acts of goodwill in the 
region.   
 
 HSS Platoon currently has two 

FALL PATROL 2010 Corpsmen 
(Hospital Corpsman Third Class 
Smith and Hospital Corpsman 
Third Class Lewis) in the Philip-
pines participating in an Engi-
neering Civic Action Program 
building elementary schools 
and one Corpsman 
(Hospitalman Amos) in Guam 
participating in a community 
relations event at Guam Memo-
rial Hospital. 
 
Anchors Aweigh, 
HSS Platoon 

The past month or so has been 
extremely busy for Health Ser-
vice Support (HSS) Platoon, as 
they prepared for the 31st    
Marine Expeditionary Unit’s 
FALL PATROL 10’; they worked 
late nights, attended endless 
meetings, and completed what 
seemed to be a never ending 
amount of  last minute tasks. 
Now forward-deployed HSS 
Platoon’s current mission is to 
provide afloat, mobile, medical 
care to the U.S. military person-
nel embarked with the Essex 
Amphibious Ready Group and 
render services as needed in 
support of Medical and Dental 
Civic Action Programs, U.S. Dis-
aster Relief, and Humanitarian 
Operations.  HSS Platoon has 
(17) personnel on the USS ES-
SEX and (6) on the USS HARP-
ERS FERRY.                                 

During the deployment, Essex 
ARG and the 31st MEU will  
participate in numerous       

Health Service Support Platoon 

ñHaze Gray and Underwayò 
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The mission of 

Combat Logistics 

Battalion 31 is to 

provide ground 

combat service 

support to the 31st 

Marine Expeditionary 

Unit, to conduct 

special operations as 

directed, and to act as 

the nucleus for 

expanded combat 

service support 

operations  

Engineer Platoon 

Communications Platoon 

HARD CHARGERS OF THE 31ST 
MEU: COMING SINCE 1775 
 

The past month or so has been 
busy for COMM Platoon. In August 
we set up shop in the  S-3 building 
for MEUEX.     Antennas mounted 
here and there, Comm on the in-
side, Comm on the outside, a regu-
lar COMM fest. Late nights, end-
less radio checks, and brutal 
CRYPTO battles with Command 
Element. Along with the MEUEX 
training, Comm did HF (high fre-
quency) training. This consisted of 
two teams. Team one would re-
main stationary at the Comm shop 
with a PRC-150 and HF antenna, 
while team two would take a MRC-
148 to various locations through-
out Okinawa. After getting success-
ful radio checks, team two would 
precede on to the next location. HF 
capabilities are pretty extensive. 
The recent MEUEX and HF training 
has had Marines become pretty 
proficient in HF assets. 
 

MCMAP also took up many of 
Comm’s mornings in the month of 
August in which one of COMM 
Platoon’s own, the dedicated, mo-
tivated, hard-charging SSgt Alexan-

der; was an instructor for. Yut 
yut, devildog. Nothing better than 
waking up at 0500 to go on a 
boots and utes run followed by 
Marines working on their chin-jab 
palm heel strike. Good training 
and good PT.  
Later in the month of August 
COMM platoon began the seem-
ingly endless task of packing and 
getting ready for upcoming de-
ployments. More long nights; but 
all worth it. The weather could 
have been a bit more cooperative 
but in the end had nothing on        
CLB-31.  
 

Now that we’re finally on ship it’s 
nice to have a break. A couple 
hours of radio watch a day. Being 
on ship has its ups and downs. 
There’s not much to do besides 
catch up on reading, or your fa-
vorite TV shows. However, the 
space is  limited, long lines for 
chow, and living on a giant boat. 
The lack of rack space is a real 
drag for some. When it comes to 
limited rack space don’t feel for 
us miniatures, feel for the guy 
who’s just shy of seven feet. You 
might be “Too Tall” if half your 
body hangs out of your rack and 

into the next guys. I sympathize 
with both of them.  
 

CLB-31: Next stop Guam 
 

Several of COMM’s motivated, 
hard-chargers will be getting off 
in Guam to support Communica-
tions for CLB Motor Transport 
Platoon and BLT 1/7 on their 
training operation. It’s always a 
great experience to see other 
countries and cultures, which is 
one way all of us on the MEU 
are fortunate. We in Communi-
cations Platoon are looking for-
ward to the upcoming training 
operations and liberty ports. 
Here’s to safe, enjoyable ops 
and liberty ports and getting to 
know the Marines and Sailors 
we’ll be living and working 
closely with.  

Semper Fidelis, 
  
Lt Waldron 
Communications Platoon 

ing.  It was demolished and as of 
this writing we have finished all the 
required excavation (all done by 
hand) and are preparing to start 
pouring concrete on Monday 20 
September.  
 

We are working with both the Phil-
ippine Marine Engineers and the 
Philippine Navy SEABEES.  Our Coun-
terparts are as friendly as they are 
helpful.  Both sides are learning a lot 
about construction techniques and 
tactics from the other.   
 

We are reinforced with Marines 
from other Platoons in CLB.  We 
have two Radio Operators from 
Comm platoon, two Corpsmen from 
HSS platoon and two Maintainers 
from Maintenance platoon.  They 
are an integral part of our team and 
we could not accomplish our mis-

Greetings from Anasticio Elemen-
tary School, Ternate, Republic of the 
Philippines! As of this writing CLB-31 
Engineer Platoon (rein) is on loca-
tion on our Engineering Civic Action 
Project (ENCAP).  We departed Oki-
nawa on September 10 and traveled 
via High Speed Vessel (HSV) to the 
Philippines, it took a little over three 
days over land and sea to reach our 
destination. We are in the midst of 
constructing a new Two Classroom 
School Building at an Elementary 
school.  The school has 293 students 
and has only 9 classrooms.  One of 
the buildings was in very poor con-
dition and was in danger of collaps-

sion without them. Their hard 
work is well respected from the 
members of Engineer Platoon.   
 

I don't know who is having more 
fun during our lunch breaks, the 
Marines, or the Children from the 
school! Our Marines have been 
playing games, singing songs and 
telling stories.  Our attached MEU 
Civil Military Operations (CMO) 
section has been playing movies 
for the Children as well.  
We are quickly making friends!  
 

Look for more updates in our next 
newsletter!  
 

1st Lt Robert Jankowski 
CLB-31 Engineer Plt Commander 
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The Marines of the Motor Trans-
portation platoon have been work-
ing very hard the last few weeks 
embarking the ships for the 31st 
MEU’s Fall Patrol.  They have 
showed great flexibility in the ever 
changing schedule and being able 
to transition from one task to the 
next.  The Marines convoyed all of 
CLB’s trucks in the midnight hours 
from Camp Hansen to White Beach 
in a very safe and professional 
manner.  During the on load of gear 
and personnel the Marines worked 
very hard, moving vehicles, gear, 
and quadcons to the different 

ships.  The Marines worked 
throughout the night to complete 
the mission.  CLB-31 can always 
count on the Motor Transportation 
Marines to ensure the missions are 
always accomplished. 
 
The Marines have continued to 
stay busy while being underway.  
They have settled into a daily rou-
tine of ship board life.  The platoon 
has been conducting physical train-
ing on the ship’s flight deck, partici-
pating in various machine gun and 
Marine Corps Common skills 
classes, and always keeping the 

trucks in excellent running condi-
tion.  The Marines have access to 
computers and TV’s in the living 
spaces.  During their off time the 
Marines like to watch movies, lis-
ten to music and read books.  The 
Marines are staying motivated and 
are looking forward the upcoming 
missions.  OORAH!!!   
 
Lt Francisco Burniske 
Motor Transportation Officer 

the on load the Landing Support Marines 
loaded in excess of 1,000 Marines and 
Sailors onto all of the ships which required 
a great deal of teamwork and planning 
before the boots hit the port.      
 

Daily life onboard the ships are constantly 
changing, but some things remain the 
same across the ARG. The Marines will 
wake up bright and early to get the basics 
out of the way like hygiene. This is usually 
followed by a motivating morning cleanup 
that makes sure that the Marines are 
living in a clean environment. Marines will 
conduct all different sorts of classes in 
varying aspects of their jobs, along with 
learning other Marine’s jobs that make 
them a more capable and well rounded 
war fighter. The Marines will work hand in 
hand with Navy personnel in replenishing 
the ships food supplies and vending prod-
ucts about once a week by taking on ma-
teriel from another ship via zip line or 
vertical (helicopter) lift, known as replen-
ishment at sea or “Razz” for short. Some 
of the creature comforts that Marines are 
used too are present on ship such as plug-
ins for laptops and gaming devices, these 
help bring a little relaxation to the Ma-
rines when they have the free time to do 
so. The Marines will also enjoy some very 
delicious, and a few not so great, meals 
onboard the ships mess hall with a few 
TVs so they can enjoy movies or a game 
while eating. The Marines can also enjoy a 
constant loop of movies on the ship’s 
internal TV system. While underway,  
everyone on board becomes very familiar 

with the public announcement system onboard 
the ship, known as the “one MC”, that relays 
vital information across the ship with a final 
transmission at the end of the night of the 
evening prayer from one of the various Navy 
Chaplains on board. 
 

As much as the Marines enjoy a little relaxation 
onboard ship, they are training hard so that 
when their boots hit the deck in a foreign coun-
try, if the need arises, they can perform a vari-
ety of missions they may be called upon to 
execute, from their regular roles in the planned 
bi-lateral   exercises, to Foreign Humanitarian 
Assistance and Disaster relief, Evacuation Op-
erations, or if necessary projecting Marine and 
Navy combat power ashore.  
 

A little bit of liberty is also in the picture for the 
Marines of LS platoon in places like Hong Kong, 
Korea, and the Philippines. They will mix with 
various cultures while on “libo” and do their 
best to be good ambassadors to their host 
nations, in the end hopefully having some great 
life experiences as a takeaway.   Although the 
Marines are looking forward to liberty in a 
foreign country, they will be ready to get back 
to Okinawa for the comfort of their own rack, 
and the consolation of their two big screen TVs 
side by side for movies, video games, or just 
some good old Tuesday morning football on 
Okinawa. 
 

1st Lt Love 
Landing Support Platoon 

The Marines of Landing Support Platoon's 
main job with the 31st Marine Expedition-
ary Unit and contributing to the overall 
mission of Combat Logistics Battalion 31 is 
the expeditious loading and unloading of 
the ships that they will be living aboard 
for months at a time. The loading of all 
MEU assets onto the three ships of the 
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) PHIBRON-
11 was overall a huge success. The Ma-
rines of Landing Support managed, after a 
few failed attempts due to inclement 
weather thanks to the typhoons that are 
so infamous in the Pacific region, to load 
the ships in around one day. The Marines 
camped out on White Beach days prior to 
go ahead and stage most of the vehicles, 
cargo, and gear to go aboard the ships. 
The Marines load the ships in a few differ-
ent ways. The USS Essex (LHD-2) can be 
loaded with a crane and have Humvees 
drive in the side ramp while LCACs 
(Landing Craft Air Cushion) and LCUs 
(Landing Craft Utility), two elements of 
the Amphibious Craft Unit (ACU) from the 
Navy,  move equipment from shore to 
ship,  making their way into the back of 
the ship via the well deck.  The USS Harp-
ers Ferry (LSD-49) and USS Denver (LPD-9) 
both load via LCAC or LCUs in their well 
decks as well as pier side crane opera-
tions; however, they do not have a side 
ramp for vehicles to roll on during an on 
load as they are smaller class ships. The 
Marines loaded thousands of short tons of 
cargo and well over a hundred vehicles in 
the course of one day. The second day of 

Landing Support Platoon 
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Supply Platoon 

Maintenance 

The Marines of Maintenance Platoon are 
finally under way in support of the Fall 
Patrol of the 31st MEU.  After weeks of 
extended hours and a couple of Satur-
days, the Maint. Platoon Marines have 
successfully prepared the equipment in 
order to complete our Mission.  For many 
of our Marines, this is their first experi-
ence of life aboard ship.  They are adjust-
ing to this way of life admirably.   The 
initial stressors of living in close proximity 
to each other are becoming routine and 
now our Marines are benefiting from 
good Navy chow, a solid physical training 
schedule and creative recreational activi-
ties from the embedded MWR “Fun 
Boss” (such as Bingo and Movie Nights).  
So folks don’t let your Marine or Sailor 
complain too much. It’s been a pretty 
rewarding experience so far! 
Two of the notable activities I would like 
to share with the Maintenance Platoon 
families are our participation in the          
re-enactment of the Inchon landing,         

supporting the Engineer Civic Action 
Program, and cross training with the 
Navy. 
First, our Sixteen Marines helped to  
recreate history with the re-enactment 
of the 60 Year anniversary of the Historic 
Inchon Landing.  This notable event was 
a tasker that I had no trouble getting 
volunteers for when or battalion S3 Chief 
was asking for manpower.  On the 15th of 
September, our Marines and Sailors and 
the Marines and Soldiers of the Republic 
of Korea stormed ashore. They were 
supported by volleys of naval gunfire 
pyrotechnics, Air cover, Landing craft, 
amphibious assault vehicles and Landing 
craft cir cushion craft.  This event drew 
over 4000 spectators of Veterans, media, 
family members and friends.  After the 
initial assault, there was a formation and 
the Commanding officer of “Animal” 
company BLT 1/7th dressed as General 
MacArthur declared the objective se-
cured.  Full details of this event can be 
found at: 
 http://www.marines.mil/unit/31stmeu/
Pages/
Historiclandingreunitespastwithpre-
sent.aspx        

 Aside from that, we have 2 main-
tenance Marines, LCpl White and 
LCpl Ortiz, who are attached to the 
CLB 31 Engineer platoon conduct-
ing an Engineer civil action       
program.  They will be assisting in 
building a new classroom for Fili-
pino kids, replacing the wooded 
structure that had become unsafe.  
Lastly, the Marines aboard the USS 
Essex have been cross training with 
the Navy in departments which 
translate well to their Military 
Occupational Specialties.  With this 
cross training, we are beating 
boredom, developing well rounded 
Marines, and fostering good rela-
tions with our Navy brothers.   
In summation your Marines are in 
good hands. Their Spirits are high 
and are looking forward to moving 
ahead with the exercises. They are 
very excited to see the foreign 
countries we will be visiting soon. 
 

Respectfully, 

MSgt Jones  

amphibious training opera-

tions.   

In the first week of Fall Patrol 

2010, the Supply Marines have 

stormed the beaches of Korea 

and cut deals with the Navy 

for admin supplies.  The     

morale is still high and the 

chow is getting better as we 

go.  The CLB-31 Supply Ma-

rines continue to work hard, 

learn, and grow relationships 

with others.  Supply has 

started the restocking process, 

receipted to over 500 pre-

ordered parts to support many 

different areas of the 31st 

MEU, and  continue to prepare 

for it transition to GCSS Ma-

rine Corps.  “Trust and Believe 

that CLB-31 Supply Marines 

will always deliver” 

Lt Luna 

Supply Platoon  

Well, to continue from the last 

motivating Newsletter, “The 

challenging times for Supply” 

has begun,  with Fiscal Year 

2010 close-out (i.e. “NO 

Money”) and the fight for 

workspace on all three ships 

(i.e. “Can I borrow your LAN 

line?”).  The CLB-31 Supply 

Marines still manage to     

survive and accomplish the 

missions.  They are currently 

supporting Combat Cargo, 

Corporals Course, Remain 

Behind Element concerns, and 
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September Awards and Promotions 
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To Lance Corporal 
LCpl Brian J Babin 
LCpl Caylin A Hartshorn 
LCpl Arnoldo C Lopez Jr. 
LCpl Christopher L Neal 
LCpl Zachary T Parker 
LCpl Thomas E Schnell 

To Corporalτ Meritoriously 
Cpl Christiann Wolford 

To Lance Corporalτ Meritoriously 
LCpl Ryan Furmanchin 

Navy/ Marine Corps Achievement Medal 
SSgt Maurice A Dunston 
SSgt Paul J Works 
Sgt Kevin A Butler 
LCpl Gabriel J Buza 

To Corporal 
Cpl David M Pisanzio 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Meritorious promotion of  
Cpl Christiann Wolford 
The evening before the BN  
deployed. 



 

CLB-31 at Work & Play 
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Engineer Platoon laying the foundation for Anasticio Elementary School, Ternate, Republic of the Philippines. 

Ice Cream Social 

aboard the  

Harpers Ferry 

Helping out in Guam 

Views from in and around 

the ships. 



 

Mailing Addresses 
 

USS Essex  

(Rank) First MI Last 

CLB-31 (Section) 

Unit #38463 

FPO, AP 96604-8463  

 

Harpers Ferry/Tortuga/

Denver 

(Rank) First MI Last 

CLB-31 (Section) 

Unit #38464 

FPO, AP 96604-8464 

MISC... 

Look for an Evite for our upcoming event  

- Forest Adventure Park on October 13th!  

 

CLB - 31 Web and Facebook Page 
Website: 
http://www.marines.mil/unit/3rdlogistics/clr37/clb31/Pages/
default.aspx 
Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kin-Japan/Combat-Logistics-
Battalion-31/141423389227626?ref=s&v=wall 
 
31st MEU Website: 
3http://www.marines.mil/unit/31stmeu/Pages/default.aspx 
31st MEU Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Okinawa-Japan/31st-Marine-
Expeditionary-Unit/115253045176016 
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L.I.N.K.S. for Spouses 

 

Oct. 14 8:30-1400 at 

       Kinser Surfside 

Nov. 4 8:30-1400 at Court-
ney Tengan Castle 

Dec. 2 8:30-1400 at Foster 
MCFTB 

Learn from experienced 
spouses about:  Island fun, Ser-
vices for USMC families, Surviv-
ing Deployments, Moving Tips 
and much more! 

Reservations call 645-3698 

 

Parents Day/Night Out    

Schedule at the CDC and SAC 

for  

Octoberé 
 

Care during the Day is from  

8:00 to 5:00 

Care during the night is from 

5:00 to 10:30 

 

10/23 on all bases 

 Courtney/McT, Foster, and 

Kinser 

 

Starting in NOVEMBERðall 

CDCôs will offer care on the 

first Saturday of the month. 

 

10 hours of deployed childcare 

is FREE so take some time for 

yourself while your 

spouse is deployed. 


