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Subj:  Reserve Legal Services Support Section (JRS)
1.  The JRS mission is to provide centrally managed administration, command and control, and delivery of Reserve legal services to the Total Force, and to ensure that trained and qualified legal personnel were available to support active duty and reserve requirements as directed. The focus of the JRS  is to enhance the integration of the reserve components legal capabilities and task-organize Reserve judge advocates to respond to the needs of the Total Force. 

2.  The JRS was established by the consolidation of 

approximately 150 IMA judge advocate billets into a single 

detachment tasked-organized into six specialized branches 

described below. When established, the JRS addressed the 

critical need for coherent organization of Reserve legal

services structure and proper direction of those assets.  

3.  The JRS structure, including permanent personnel, is under  Judge Advocate Division (JAD), Headquarters Marine Corps operational sponsorship.  The JRS command element includes the Reserve Commanding Officer (JRS CO), and the Reserve Operational Sponsor (ROPS).  The JRS CO is a Reserve colonel.   The ROPS is  currently an Active Reserve O-6 billet.  The ROPS is responsible for the day-to day functioning of the JRS and for all Reserve judge advocate integration support.  
4.  The JRS has operational control over approximately 150 
Reserve judge advocate billets that comprise the JRS IMA 
Detachment.  Currently, the JRS is task-organized into six 
specialized branches to support the active and Reserve forces.
The six JRS IMA branches are as follows: 

(a)
Command Support Branch (JRCS): Reserve judge advocates who provide pre/de-mobilization and legal assistance support in support of SJA MFR, and SMCR units, conduct investigations, provide legal review of involuntary administrative separations, and serve as recorders and Article 32, UCMJ, investigators.

(b)  
Operational Law Branch (JROL):  Law of War instructors that provide LOW/ROE training to active duty and Reserve commands.  The branch also provides support to JAD, HQMC.

(c)
Installation Law Branch (JRIL): Reserve Judge Advocates who specialize in labor, environmental, installation law, and ethics and standards of conduct, etc., in support of Judge Advocate Division (JAM, JAS, JAR, JAL and JAI), Office of Counsel for the Commandant (including WACO), CJCS Legal, DoD Office of General Counsel and others.

(d)
Defense Services Branch (JRDS) Branch: Staffed by Reserve defense counsel capable of responding to the requirements of the Chief Defense Counsel, including serving as detailed defense counsel and providing defense support to SMCR units, and providing essential and relevant trial advocacy training to active duty LSSS judge advocates.  This branch also supports NAMARA Appellate Defense.

(e)
Trial Services Branch (JRTS): Staffed by Reserve trial counsel who provide trial advocacy training and trial preparation assistance to active duty trial counsel and military justice officers, and who are available to serve as trial counsel in major prosecutions.  This branch also supports NAMARA Appellate Government.

(f)
Trial Judiciary Branch: Staffed by reserve trial and appellate judges.  Members of this branch preside over courts-martial and serve as members of the Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals.
5.  The ROPS is the JRS point of contact for soliciting requests 
for Reserve judge advocate to the Total Force, see contact info 
at paragraph 7 below.  The ROPS has the ability to respond to 
the Total Force to provide the best person or mix of persons to 

achieve proper mobilization or peacetime support.  This is 
accomplished by active management and direction of the Reserve 
judge advocate population.  
6.  The ROPS is capable of soliciting qualified personnel to

fill IA/mobilization billets, training exercises, ADOS, short-
fuse requirements for Article 32 investigating officers, 
administrative separation, boards, and command investigations, 
and other active and reserve force requirements.  The ROPS works
closely with the Branch Head, Judge Active Support (JAS), JAD, 
on identifying the requirements for Reserve judge advocate 
support to the active forces.  
7.  Points of contact:  The primary JRS point of contact for

reserve legal support is the ROPS, LtCol Michael Blessing.

ROPS:   LtCol Michael Blessing, email address:  

Michael.Blessing@usmc.mil.  Phone number:  (571) 256-4716

Reserve Coordinator:  Mr. Randal Fromdahl, email address:

Randal.Fromdahl@usmc.mil.  (571) 256-4717
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