Some general information concerning SOFA vehicle registration:  In accordance with standing regulations and orders, SOFA personnel are authorized to own one (1) Privately-owned 4-wheeled vehicle and one (1) motorcycle/scooter (2 or 3-wheeled).  The five (5) required documents for a valid registration are: Japanese Title, Japanese Compulsory Insurance (JCI) policy, Property Damage Insurance (PDI) policy (aka American Insurance), current year road tax receipt, and military registration (DD Form 430).  The Joint Services Vehicle Registration Office (JSVRO) maintains a database with every SOFA sponsor that owns a vehicle.  In the database, there is general personnel and vehicle information for each vehicle owned.  The critical personnel and vehicle information that determines registration validity are expiration dates and policy/control numbers for: 

Japanese Title/GOJ inspection due date

SOFA Driver’s licenses (USFJ Form 4EJ) for all authorized drivers

JCI policy

PDI policy

Road tax decal number

Rotation date/DEROS

Except for the JCI, which is updated in conjunction with the 2-year re-registration and inspection process, the SOFA sponsor must provide all other information to the JSVRO to update the database.  The JSVRO database is an isolated system and is not automatically updated. Anytime there is a change, for example: rotation date extension, license change, new PDI policy, the individual is responsible to come to the JSVRO and provide the updates.  Documentation can also be faxed to the JSVRO at 645-2504 for updates.

***A very important note…The GOJ inspection expiration date is on the Japanese title and the bottom of the military registration (dd form 430).  a common misconception is the inspection is due by the end of the month.  this is not true!  The vehicle must be reinspected and reregistered no later than the expiration date.  if the expiration date is exceeded, the vehicle is illegal to operate.  To legally get the vehicle reinspected and reregistered, you must first obtain temporary license plates/registration and take the vehicle through the GOJ inspection. oNce complete, you may legally operate the vehicle.

[image: image1.jpg]


