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route clearance operations in an explosive 

hazard environment

Master Lesson File 5  
Course Information
Overview:  This course will train students to operate route clearance vehicles and equipment as part of a route clearance team in support of assured mobility operations. Students will learn to visually identify markers and indicators of explosive hazards, characteristics and operation of route clearance equipment, and tactics, techniques, and procedures for route clearance operations. 
Small Unit Leaders (NCO - SNCO/Lieutenant) will receive a brief that covers leader’s decision considerations and mission planning for route clearance missions.
This course will be continually updated to reflect the evolving threat, friendly TTPs, and unit training requirements. Student feedback, Marine Corps Center for Lessons Learned submissions, and unclassified operational reports will be used to maintain the relevancy of this course.

Concept:  This course requires 80 hours of training time. The course Enabling Learning Objectives are as follows:
1. Without the aid of reference, provided route clearance vehicles and equipment, identify the characteristics of route clearance assets.

2. With aid of references, given appropriate tools, perform preventive maintenance checks and services (PMCS) on route clearance vehicles and equipment.
3. Without aid of reference, given a tactical scenario, determine appropriate procedures to prepare route clearance vehicles for towing and recovery.
4. With the aid of references, given route clearance equipment and tools, operate route clearance equipment to safely meet operational requirements with no injury to personnel or damage to the equipment.
5. Without the aid of references, given a current explosive hazard threat brief, identify explosive hazard markers and indicators.
6. With aid of reference, as a member of a team, provided route clearance assets, an operations order, a current explosive hazards threat brief, perform route clearance sweeps to locate, interrogate, identify, and mark all explosive hazards encountered.
Target Audience:  Pvt - NCO for Operators. NCO - SNCO/Lieutenant for Patrol Leaders. Course is relevant to all personnel who will be operating in an explosive hazards environment as part of a route clearance team. Class size: MIN 12 students, MAX 16 students. 
Logistics (Requesting Unit Responsibilities): To ensure the target audience is prepared to safely and successfully complete this block of instruction, the unit requesting training provides/ensures:
1. RSO and OIC (SNCO or above) for all Training Areas and Ranges.
2. Patrol leader/Class Leader - SNCO and/or Lieutenant.
3. Operators must possess a current OF-346 w/HMMWV (ECV and/or MAK) and current valid civilian drivers license.
4. Students under age 26 must possess Driver Improvement Course (DIC) Card.
5. Safety Vehicle.
6. Corpsman present at the training site. 
7. Appropriate vehicles for training requested (MRAPs and VMMD).
8. Adequate communication equipment to maintain command and control within the unit as well as positive communication with range control.
9. PPE (Gloves, Eye Protection, Body Armor, Kevlar, Hearing Protection).
10. One pair Binos per 4 students.
11. One pair NVGs per student for night driving.
12. Note taking materials.
13. Chow/water as required.
14. Appropriate training areas assigned through RFMSS.
15. Student transportation to and from training areas.
16. Reserve classrooms.
17. Confirm training schedule with Route Clearance Team Lead 48 hours prior to scheduled training.
Coordinating Instructions
POC for Scheduling Training:


Mr. Allen McClain

Comm: 
910-450-7508

DSN:
750-7508 

Cell:
910-987-9479

E-mail:
Allen_McClain@emainc.com

allen.mcclain.ctr@usmc.mil
Ms. Nancy Ainsworth

Comm: 
910-450-7167

DSN:
750-7167

Cell:
910-987-9669

E-mail:
nancy_ainsworth@emainc.com

nancy.ainsworth.ctr@usmc.mil
Mr. Alvin Thomas

Comm: 
910-450-7170

DSN:
750-7170

Cell:
336-420-8125
E-mail:
athomas@prosol1.com

alvin.w.thomas.ctr@usmc.mil
Mr. Dan O’Brien

Comm:  910-450-7498

DSN:     750-7498

Cell:
910-987-7549

E-mail:
obriendan@saic.com

daniel.c.obrien.ctr@usmc.mil
Mr. Nick Naquin
Comm:  910-610-3772

DSN:     750-7016

Cell:      910-610-3772

E-mail:  whitney_naquin@emainc.com
            Whitney.naquin.ctr@usmc.mil
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