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MESSAGE TO THE JOINT FORCE

It is my honor to represent you as the 21%' Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. I am
proud to serve alongside you.

Thank you for your dedication to our national security and the sacrifices both you and
your families make to ensure we remain the most capable military force in the world. You serve
our Nation with courage and honor, securing our freedom against gathering threats.

As we step out together, you should know my broad expectation—that honing our
warfighting skill has primacy in all we do. First, master warfighting in your Service. Deterrence
depends on being your adversary’s worst nightmare in a fight. Second, keep focus on what is
essential in Jointness—working seamlessly across domains, Services, and the Total Force.
Finally, combine your skill with that of our allies and partners. There is almost no challenge we
will confront alone. We must integrate our military power to deter and if called upon, fight and
decisively prevail in war.

Our Nation needs us ready to fight today's battles but also to prepare for tomorrow's wars.
We must prepare by modernizing and aggressively leading with new concepts and approaches.
Know that my conviction to Accelerate Change has not wavered. The journey of change must
continue to strengthen our national security and our warfighting advantage.

Through all, trust is the foundation of our profession. Trust across the force, that we will
do right by each other. The trust of our families, that we will care for them through trial and
triumph. The trust of our Nation and elected leaders, in our commitment to our oath and
profession. As Chairman, I will strive every day to strengthen these bonds.

[ am grateful for this opportunity to continue serving our great Nation.
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