sure their airplanes did not stray over enemy ter-
ritory. Classtoom instructions were held for officers
and enlisted men on general military subjects, and
all enlisted men spent 2 weeks qualifying on the rifle
range while the officers re-qualified with the pistol.

On 14 May 1954, during an HO5S-1 test flight,
Major John T. Dunlavy flew the 55,000th flight hour
for VMO-6 since its arrival in Korea in July 1950. In
August the squadron started to receive the the Bell
HTL-5 helicopter. The HTL-5 had the same con-
figuration as the -4 model, but had a
200-horsepower engine instead of the 178
horsepowet one in the HTL-4.47

On Christmas Day VMO-6 played host to the
Philanthrophic Children’s Orphanage. The children
were transported from their homé to the VMO-6
theater on the afternoon of the 25th where they all
received hot chocolate and sandwiches and were
welcomed aboard by Major Leonard A. “Ish” Miller,
the squadron’s commanding officer. Major Miller
read a yuletide verse to the gathering and Cotporal
Byron R. Boyles delivered a Christmas message to
the guests. Before they returned home to the or-
phanage, the children were presented with more
food and gifts from the squadron.

All the HTL type aircraft were transferred to Naval
Air Facility, Oppama, Japan, on 4 February 1955, in
preparation for the squadron’s return home. On 18
March 1955, VMO-6 was ordered to Ascom City,
and on 26 March, in four different increments,
VMO-6 sailed from Inchon for San Diego. The 1gst
ship departed on 2 April and arrived in San Diego
on the 25th. In recognition of its distinguished
Korean combat participation, VMO-6 received three
Presidential Unit Citations, one specifically awarded
to it as a squadron and two others as an organic unit
of senior commands. Additionally, the squadron
received a Navy Unit Commendation, an Army
Distinguished Unit Citation, and three Korean
Presidential Unit Citations,

Pendleton Once More

The squadron once again forund itself stationed at
the Camp Pendleton airstrip it had left neatly 5 years
before. On 27 April, shortly afeer its arrival, VMO-6
was reassigned from the 1sr: Marine Aircrafc Wing to
Air, Fleet Marine Forces, Facific (AirFMFPac). Major
Miller relinquished comrmand on 20 May to Major
Mont L. Beamon. On ‘5 September the squadron
was assigned once motce to the 3d Marine Aircraft
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The squadron began receiving the Kaman HOK-1
belicopter (later redesignated the OH-43D) as a
replacement for the HOS5S-1 in mid-1956.

Wing, AirFMFPac, and was busy for the remainder
of the year 1955 supporting elements of the Ist
Marine Division. .

On 5 February 1956, the squadron s assi‘gned to
Marine Wing Headquarters Group, 3d Marine A'u.r-'
craft Wing, AirFMFPac. Fivm 23 to 27 Apr}l,
VMO-6 took part in Regimental Combit Team Fir-
ing Exercise 1 which involved three regiments. frhe
squadron supported the exercise with spotting,
feconnaissance, simulated medical evacuation, and
liaison missions: During the first week in May 1956,
VMO-6 started receiving thie new Kaman HOK-1
helicopter to replace its HO5Ss.

The HOK-1 was a four-place liaison hélicopter
built by the Kaman Aircraft Corporation and used
by the Marine Corps for observation, reconnaissance,
medical evacuation, utility, and air/sea rescue. It
had twin, intermeshing, counter-rotating rotors
powered by a 600 horsepowét Pratt & Whitney
R-1340-48 nine-cylinder, air-cooled engine. The ser:
vice ceiling of the HOK-1 was 18,000 feet and the
maximum speed was 130 miles per hour; normal
crusing speed was 75 miles per hour. Its ma?(irnurn‘
range was 140 miles, and it could remain airborne
for a little over two hours.48

On 1 July 1956, the squadron was reassigned fr(?m
the Marine Wing Headquarters Group to Marine
Aircraft Group 36 (MAG-36). It continued suppor-
ting all of the major’ 1st Marine Division exercises,
while also meeting squadron training rcqui.rcmcnts.
All of the pilots in the squadron were qualified and
proficient in both of the unit's aircraft, the HQK-I
and the OE-1, and "4n 9 October cartier quallﬁcav-
tions were ﬂqwr.i on board the USS Badoeng Strait
with the H™

.JIKs.



Squadron operations in 1957 and 1958 were
highlighted by participation in several major train-
ing exercises. The 1st Marine Division and VMO-6
began 1957 with a large amphibious operation on
the west coast. Operation Ski Jump involved the en-
tire 1st Marine Division, along with elements of
Force Troops, the 3d Marine Aircrafc Wing, and
nearly 100 U.S. Navy ships; more than 50,000
Marine and naval personnel participated. From 3 to
11 June VMO-6 flew combat support missions for
the 1st Marines during Operation Quickstep, and on
2 April 1958, five HOKs working with the transport
submarine USS Perch (APSS 313) flew 75 combat-
loaded Marines of Company C, 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion, from the submarine’s deck to the beach at
Camp Pendleton. This exercise proved that a large
body of troops could be moved ashore from a sub-
marine quickly and safely.

From 2 to 10 February 1959, the 9th Marine Provi-
sional Brigade participated in Phiblex 12-59, a large-
scale amphibious assault on “aggressor held” beaches
at Camp Pendleton. VMO-6 OEs directed naval
gunfire for the landing and later coordinated ar-
tillery fire and aerial bombardment for follow-on
operations ashore. VMO-6 helicopters were used for
liaison, observation, and medical evacuation.

At the end of March, the 1st Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, located at Camp Pendleton, moved by truck
convoy to Twentynine Palms and began a desert
training exercise. Two HOKs from VMO-6 worked
with the battalion throughout the exercise to refine
methods of air resupply, while OEs from the
squadron practiced aerial photography and observa-
tion.

In 1960 a cadre system was established by which
VMO-6 trained new pilots and ground crews for duty
with VMO-2 on Okinawa. After the personnel were
trained they were pooled into a rotational draft from
which three increments were sent overseas yearly. It
usually worked out that being assigned to VMO-6
meant spending about a year with the squadron at
Camp Pendleton and another year on Okinawa with
VMO-2. Administration of the program was unusual
in that all details were handled directly between the
squadron and Headquarters Marine Corps.®?

Throughout 1960, VMO-6 remained at the Camp
Pendleton Auxiliary Landing Field, where the
squadron averaged about 900 flying hours each
month. A variety of missions were flown by the
squadron, of which training flights, personnel
transport, and medical evacuation were the most
common. For the latter mi- "~n VMO-6 maintained
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a medical evacuation helicopter and crew on cons-
tant alert.%°

In November 1960, Captain Richard E. Skinner
evacuated an injured Marine from the rugged, fog-
bound hills near Case Springs on Camp Pendleton’s
northern border. Captain Skinner and his crew chief,
Sergeant Charles R. Hern, skillfully maneuvered
their HOK helicopter through thick fog at tree-top
level to rescue the injured Marine. For this rescue,
Captain Skinner was placed on the Kaman Aircraft
Corporation’s “Scroll of Honor.”51*

The United States Pacific Fleet forces held a series
of exercises off Southern California from 3 April to 8
June 1961. Operation Greenlight involved more
than 50,000 men, 150 ships, and 300 Navy and
Marine Corps aircraft, and was conducted in three
phases. It was designed to tie together realistically all
the elements of Navy and Marine Corps forces under
the various conditions of naval warfare. With their
HOK helicopters and OE light observation aircraft,
the pilots and observers of VMO-6 gained valuable
training during Greenlight by providing aerial
reconnaissance and photographic support.

On 30 April 1961, Skinner and Hern again team-
ed up and rescued two injured civilians whose light
plane crashed in the desert 60 miles east of Twen-
tynine Palms. Captain Skinner and Sergeant Hern
had vo fly 162 miles to reach the injured party, mak-
ing a 5-minute fuel stop enroute. After reaching the
crash site, the injured men were loaded on board the
HOK and flown to the Twentynine Palms hospital
for medical aid.

On 10 May the squadron completed one year and
more than 10,000 accident-free flying hours, but its
safety record was soon broken. On 15 August 1961
two VMO-6 aircraft, an OE and an HOK, crashed
and burned at the mouth of Horno Canyon. The
pilot in the helicopter, Second Lieutenant Andrew
B. Banks Jr., and the obsetver, First Lieutenant
David A. Wollard, were burned but survived. The
crew of the OE, First Lieutenant Clinton D. McDuff,
the pilot, and First Lieutenant David H. Henderson,
an aerial observer, were killed in the crash. The
HOK had lost power and crashed, and the OE, while
attempting to render assistance, made a tight turn in
the canyon, lost control and crashed.

*The scroll was an award presented by the Kaman Aircraft Cor-
poration to aviators accomplishing hazardous missions in Kaman
aircraft.



On 2 October 1961, the squadron participated in
Operation Sandstorm held at Twentynine Palms.
The 16-day field operation was climaxed by a two-
day live-fire demonstration which included air
strikes and artillery fires directed by VMO-6.

A 1,000-man battalion landing team (BLT)
organized around the 3d Barttalion, 7th Marines, left
Camp Pendleton on 16 January 1962, and began
combat-type cold weather training in California’s
high Sierra Nevada Mountains. The BLT exercise,
dubbed Snowflex 1-62, ran from 16 January to 2
February and was supported by VMO-6 HOK
helicopters and OE spotter aircraft. The squadron
furnished reconnaissance, photography, resupply,
and liaison missions for the BLT. During 15-18
April, VMO-6 pilots had the opportunity to play ag-
gressor in a 3-day guerrilla warfare problem run by
the 2d Battalion, 11th Marines. The squadron
played both roles, that of guerrilla air and that of a
friendly supporting unit. During the problem it flew
aerial reconnaissance and resupply missions.

The squadron again reached 10,000 accident-free
hours on 3 August 1962, accomplishing the feat in
only 50 wecks. Then, from 16 August tw 4
September, ecight HOK helicopters and four OE
fixed-wing aircraft from VMO-6 provided air sup-
port to Marine reservists at Twentynine Palms during
Operation Tiger 32

E o
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Using a technigue dating from the early days of
Marine aviation, an OF makes an inflight message
pick up during a 15t Marine Division field excercise.

In preparation for a large exercise to be conducted
early in 1963, the 1st Marine Division ran a 3-day
command post exercisc from 26 to 28 September.
HOK helicopters and OE aircraft from VMO-6 were
kept busy providing a courier service twice daily in
addition to liaison, reconnaissance, and observation
flights.

The Sierra Nevada Mountains provided a masestic scene for VMO-G pilots on an

operation at the Pickle Meadows,

California,

cold weather training area.
Department of Defense (LJSMC) Photo A368080
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In October 2 general alert necessitated sending a
VMO-6 detachment on board naval shipping as patt
of the newly reconstituted Sth Marine Expeditionary
Brigade (MEB). The MEB had been activated
because of the Cuban Missile Crisis, and on 27 Oc-
tober it sailed for the Panama Canal. Passing
through the canal on 5 November, the MEB sailed
into Caribbean waters, where it became parrt of the 1]
Marine Expeditionary Force.

The VMO-6 detachment was on board the USS
Iwo Jimaz (LPH 2), and the squadron commanding
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Henry K. “Hank” Bruce,
was in charge. Major Leonard A. Miller, one of the
" detachment pilots, recalled that at the peak of the
crisis “there were several hours when we thought we
were going to go in."*

By 15 December, the crisis had passed, and the
5Sth MEB returned home. Two days later the VMO-6
detachment teturned to Camp Pendleton.

On 6 March 1963, 24,000 Marines stormed ashore
at Camp Pendleton’s beaches during Operation Steel
Gate. The 1st Marine Division formed the nucleus of
the 9th Marine Expeditionary Force which was sup-
ported by 44 U.S. and Royal Canadian Navy ships.
VMO-6 provided spotting for naval gunfire and ar-
tillery fire missions, and directed air strikes against
the simulated enemy. At the end of Steel Gate, on
12 March, all Marine units involved began a 3-day
tactical move to Twentynine Palms and went right
into Operation Desert Winds. Again, VMO-6 pro-
vided OE spotter aircraft and HOX helicopter sup-
port until 17 March.

On 1 August three pilots assigned to VMO-6 were
awarded Air Medals fot flying combat missions in
the Republic of Vietnam. The pilots receiving the
awards were First Lieutenants John M. Shields,
Donald V. Vacca, and Joseph R. Sales. At the time
the word “Vietnam” attracted very little attention,
but within two years the Marine Corps and VMO-6
would once again be embroiled in combat against
Communist forces there.

In 1963 Vietnam had another impact on VMO-6.
Combat operations therc had reconfirmed the re-
quirement for an armed escort aircraft to support
helicopter operations. Working with Headquarters
Marine Corps and the Marine Corps Development
Center, Quantico, Virginia, the squadron was
assigned 2 priority task to develop tactics for air sup-
port of helicopters, and it was provided with six
T-28C “Trojan” aircraft for the effort. The T-28 was
a propeller-driven, straight-wing, two place trainer,
which had been configured to carry armament. This
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VMO-6 used the North American T-28C Trofan to
develop new close support tactics. Here a T-28 is
shoun delivering a bigh speed acerial contamner.

special program was conducted by a small number of
VMO-6 pilots, and data detived from it was subse-
quently incorporated into helicopter support doc-
trine used by the Marines in Vietnam.*

On the evening of 18 October 1963, Mr. Robert
Masch, a Federal Aviation Agency radio station
operatot on Vulcan Mountain near Julian, Califor-
nia, heard a low-flying aircraft and instinctively took
a compass azimuth of the plane’s direction. After
hearing that 2 VMO-6 plane was missing, Masch
notified Camp Pendleton. Military aircraft had
begun searching along the last known flight path of
the missing airplane shortly after the OE became
overdue, but low visibility restricted their flight
operations. The next morning 10 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion Marines, led by Captain Teddy J. Becker,
searched the rugged mountains for the missing
aitplane. Under the guidance offered by Mr. Masch,
the search party finally located the wreckage and the
body of First Lieutenant Donald G. Jackson. He had
been killed when his plane crashed into a 3,000-foot
ridge near Vulcan Peak during a mountain storm.>
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In July 1964, VMO-G entered the jet age with its acceptance of the Bell UH-1F
belicopter. Designated the Iroguois, the H-1 is also popularly known as a Huey.

Operation Pine Tree was the next large exercise in
which VMO-6 participated, and it involved suppor-
ting the 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade. The 9th
MEB boarded ships forming an amphibiocus rask
force and sailed from Del Mar and San Diego on 22
May 1964. Dunng Pine Tree, VMO-6 aircraft
directed the “pre-invasion” bombardment and once
the landing force was ashore it supported the
Marines by flying reconnaissance and observation
flights, evacuating simulated casualties, and helping
maintain liaison berween friendly ground units. The
operation ended on 28 May 1964.

On 6 June YMO-G held an open house which was
followed by 2 squadron air demonstration. Guests
toured the squadron’s work spaces, saw static
displays, and enjoyed refreshments. The air show
began at 1100 and consisted of flight maneuvers not-
mally used in the squadron’s everyday operations.

On 27 July 1964, VMO-6 reccived its first Bell
UHR-1E helicopter. The UH-1E, commonly known as
a “Huey,” but officially designated the “lroquois,”
was the first turbine-powered helicopter in the
Marine Corps. It was to replace both the OE and the
HOK. Outfitting the squadron with a single type of
helped simplify the operations and
maintenance effort.

aircraft
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The UH-1E helicopter was similar to the Army's
UH-1B model, but had a an external personnel
rescue hoist, special naval avionics, and 2 rotor brake
necessary for shipboard operations. * Powered by an
1,100 shaft-horsepower Lycoming engine, the UH-
1E cruised at a speed of around 120 miles per hour,
and could carty a 6,000 pound load to an altitude in
excess of 16,000 feet. Its cabin could accommodate a
crew of two plus seven troops; ot three litters, two
sitcting casualties, and a medical attendant. The
Huey required less maintenance than the HOK, and
the replacement of any major component —engine,
transmission, rotors, etc. —could be made in the
field.ss

By 30 December 1964, VMO-6 had retired the last
of its OFs and had received 15 of the new UH-1Es.

*Another major difference between the UH-1B and the UH-1E
had to do with their “gunship” variants. The Army version made
use of a flexible, turrered, machine gun system, whereas the
Marine Corps armament kits provided fixed. forward firing hard
points. Thus, che Marine's external ordnance arrangement re-
quired a strafing or rocket launching partern similar to one used
by fixed wing aircraft. The Army gunship, on the other hand,
could keep a target under fite during roll-ins, pull-outs, or while
in an orbit over it.



Fifteen additional H-1s were expected by July 1965,
Additionally, as part of the continuing effort 1o pro-
vide an armed escort aircraft for support of
helicopter operations, the squadron received three
armament kits for the H-1s. The kit contained in-
structions and hardware necessary to mount two
M-60C machine guns and one 2.75 inch rocket pod
on each side of the helicopter airframe. The guns
and rockets, which were fixed forward, could be
fited by the pilot or copilot.* Additional M-60C
machine guns were placed on mounts inside the
cabin on both sides of the helicopter and were man-
ned by the crew chief and a gunner.

In February a detachment deployed o MCAS,
Yuma, Arizona, for ordnance training. As VMO-6
experimented tactically with the armament kits, it
found the armed H-1 to be more satisfactory than
the T-28 for providing close suppressive fires in sup-
port of helicopter operations.

Gradually, the mission of the squadron expanded
beyond its traditional roles of observation, medical
evacuation, and general utility. In addition to its
regular missions, it was training for landing zone
preparation, helicoprer escort, and close in fire sup-
port of assault helicopter operations. It had become
quite apparent that squadron training was increas-
ingly oriented toward the type of missions conducted
in Vietnam. Further, plans were developed, which
called for VMO-6 to provide cadres of UH-1E-
trained pilots and crewmen to VMO-2 for subse-

quent operations in Vietnam. In February, Lieute-

nant Colonel George F. Bauman, VMO-G's com-
manding officer during the preceding year, initiated
execution of the plan when he led the first con-
tingent of Huey-qualified pilots and mechanics
reassigned to VMO-2.%#57

The HOKSs, which were still used by VMO-6 as
late as March, were finally retired in April, and
VMO-6 became a “pure” Huey squadron.’® The UH-
1E strength, which had temporarily dropped with a

*The gun sight, an iton-ring and cross-hair variety, was
mounted on an arm which swung down in front of the pilots. For
proper sight picture, the cross-hairs were lined up with a
greasemark placed on the plexiglass windscteen at the time the
guns were bore-sighted.

**The plan had been based on relacively light operational re-
quirements in Vietnam, which envisioned VMO-6 providing
trained replacements at six month intervals.

The departure of this first cadre left VMO-6 with a skeleton
crew to accept aitcraft and train replacement petsonnel.
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transfer of nine H-1s to VMO-2, steadily increased
until by August the squadron possessed 27.

The squadron planned on sending the second
cadre of qualified personnel and nine additional
H-1s to VMO-2 in August, however everything
changed when orders for movement of the whole
squadron were received. Colonel Robert J. Zimnik
recalled:

Qur orders for overseas assignment, which included the
whole squadron vice only a cadte, wete highly classified
and well kept— even though many of the wives suspected
we were all going, none of them really knew the details
tegarding numbers until the very last instant.’

The shipping date had been a closely held secret,
and on 10 August 1965, VMO-6 boarded the am-
phibious assault ship USS Princeton (LPH 5) along
with other units of Marine Aircraft Group 36. The
Princeron left Long Beach, California, on 11 August.
It was carrying an overload of 170 aircraft, which in-
cluded all of the MAG-36 aircraft and some Army
aircraft as well. Follow-on shipping in the form of
two merchant marine vessels carried the group and
squadron equipment which could not be taken by
the Princeton.

During the transit to Vietnam arrangements were
made for the equitable distribution of personnel
between VMO-6 and VMO-2, and with the
Princeton’s arrival off the coast of Chu Lai on 31
August, the squadron opened another chapter in its
already full combat history ***

Comébat: Vietnam

On 1 September 1965, VMO-6 and the rest of
MAG-36 began ferrying aircraft, personnel, and
equipment from the Princeton to the airfields of Da
Nang East and Da Nang.**** Ky Ha, a new
helicopter base near Chu Lai, was to be their even-
tual home field; however, it was still under constue-
tion when MAG-36 atrived “in country.” During the
fitst few weeks flight operations were reduced but
VMO-6 personnel had liztle idle time. Crew
members began cross training with the U.S. Army’s

***Both squadrons wete to be undetstrength at first because of
a shortage of qualified pilots. This was due to a reduction in
VMO-6 waining flights during the final month before deploy-
ment in order to outfit the H-1s with tecently received armament
kits .60

***+Da Nang East later became known as Marble Mountain Air
Facility (MMAF),



7th Aviation Platoon, and three days after its arrival
the squadron transported the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions, Admiral David L. McDonald, and the Assis-
tant Commandant of the Marine Corps, Lieutenant
General Richard C. Mangrum, on a field visit.

On the same day, MAG-36 began its movement
from Da Nang to Ky Ha. Colonel Robert J. Zitnik,
then VMO-6’s commanding officer, recalled the
base’s operating conditions:

Mat #1 ac Ky Ha was far from finished when we atrived
in country, and MAG-36 operated from a very small clear-
ing while the bulldozers were sloshing around and
helicoptets [were] operating at the same time . . .. There
was not much more room than for three ot four helicopters

. and the Seabees were hampered by the monsoon
season which delayed starting the second mat fot several
months. %!

When completed, all of MAG-36—less HMM-
363 —shared the 600-by-900-foot aluminum mat.*
All told there were 65 helicopters parked on and fly-
ing from Mat #1. Despite the crowded situation,
flight operations were carried out at a heavy tempo.
Completion of a second mat soon helped the over-
crowded conditions.

By late September VMO-6 was operating in sup-
port of Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN)
forces as well as Marine ground units. In supporting
these joint operations the squadron’s main tasks were
acting as gunship escorts for transport helicopters
and maintaining a 24-hour medical evacuation
(medevac) alert. On 1 October, VMQO-6 gunships
were called upon to deliver fire on enemy positions
whose heavy small small-arms had pinned down a
Marine ground unit. The helicopters, led by Major
Albert J. Kohanowich, attacked the enemy positions
with rocket and machine gun fire, enabling the
Marines to continue their offensive thrust. It was
during this strike mission that VMO-6 inflicted its
first confirmed enemy KBA (Killed by Air).

Occasionally the VMO-6 gunships would be called
upon to strike enemy emplacements and troops, and
the pilots would serve as airborne forward air con-
trollers (FAC[A]) directing fixed-wing aircraft on
known enemy targets.

On 8 October, five VMO-6 H-1s participated in
Operation Harvest Moon, delivering fire into
suspected enemy positions adjacent to helicoptet

*One squadron from MAG-36, HMM-363, had been sent o
Qui Nhon to support the U.S. Army’s Task Force Alpha.
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VMO-G heltcopter pilots often acted as airborne
Jorward air controllers (FAC[A]). Here a Huey door
gunner observes the deadly results of an atr strike
which had been controlled from his helicopter.

landing zones (LZ).** The flight leader and com-
manding officer of VMO-6, Lieutenant Colonel Zjt-
nik, acted as FAC(A) during the entite operation,
while the remaining four Hueys continued to strafe
the nearby hills until the lift was completed. The
next day VMO-6 carried an ARVN advisor on a
FAC(A) mission. This was the first time VMO-6 had
flown with an ARVN advisor on board and it gave
the FAC{A) more freedom choosing targets for
fixed-wing aircraft. The idea proved effective.

In mid October matginal flying weather condi-
tions set in and forced a reduction in VMO-6's ac-
tivities, however, the squadron still managed to keep

**The rice harvest protection missions of September and Oc-
tober codenamed Harvest Moon should not be confused with the
multi-battalion Operation Harvest Moon conducted by Task Force
Delea in December.
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the Chu Lai Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR)
under surveillance, escort transport helicopters on
resupply missions, and keep a medevac
standby 24 hours a day.

On the night of 16 October 1963, a flight of two
VMO-6 Hueys led by Captain Michael H. Conner
was launched on an emergency medevac mission.
Unable to accomplish the mission due to near “zero-
zero” weather in the mountainous terrain, the flight
leader assured the isolated Marines that another at-
tempt would be made early the following day.* The
next morning a second flight of two H-1s led by
Captain Stanley Krueger with Captain Donald L.
Wright as his wingman procecded back to the
medevac landing zone. Weather conditions at the
time of takeoff were still marginal, with visibility
between one-quarter to one-half mile and ceilings of
around 100 feet. Captain Krueger expertly led the
Huey flight into the area, and after overflying the
zone to ensure it was safe, he landed. The two
wounded Marines were picked up, and it was deter-
mined that the condition of the remaining Marines
was so poor that they should also be evacuated.

rew on

The weather had improved to the point that
transport helicopters could safely work in the area, so
Captain Krueger notified the Direct Air Support
Center (DASC) of the situation and the need for
assistance. Eight H-34s were put on standby by the
DASC, and after the VMO-6 flight's return to Ky
Ha, the H-1s led the standby aircraft back to the
pick-up zone for the extraction of the remaining
Marines.

The challenge of the night medevac mission was
again demonstrated on 23 October when the VMO-6
medevac crew was alerted that Medical Company B
(B Med) in Chu Lai had a patient who needed to be
evacuated to Qui Nhon Hospital, 120 miles to the
south. The medical evacuation flight, led by Captain
Robert G. Whaley, encountered instrument flying
conditions just south of Chu Lai and Marine Air
Control Squadron 7 was contacted for radar service.
An instrument climb out was made to 8,500 feet,
and vectors were used until the flight was within 50
miles of Qui Nhon, where two-way radio contact
could no longer be maintained. The flight con-
tinued on its last assigned heading because neither
of the helicopters could pick up the Qui Nhon radio

*4Zcro-zero” weather refers to a meteorological condition
whete cloud bases touch the earth’s surface and there is no forward
visibilicy.
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beacon. The last assigned heading took the flight in-
to the Qui Nhon area and radio contact was finally
established with a flare plane which guided the
flight toward the city with flares and voice direction.
Using landing lights, the pair of H-1s were able to
let down over the sea, through a small hole 1n the
clouds where the ceiling was broken. Qui Nhon
tower finally spotted the flight's landing lights and
vectored the two aircraft to the airfield. The medevac
mission was completed and the aircraft returned to
Ky Ha the following day.

On 27 October Marble Mountain Air Facility was
attacked and VMO-2 lost a number of its H-1s in the
attack. VMO-6 temporarily provided seven
helicopters for support in the Da Nang area until it
officially transferred the aircraft.:to VMO-2. This left
VMO-6 with 11 aircrafc. The early part of November
saw VMO-6 conduct its normal routine of medevacs,
TAOR sweeps, FAC(A), artillery spotting, and naval
gunfire adjustment missions.

During the early morning hours of 17 November
the Viet Cong (VC) overran the District Head-
quarters at Hiep Duc. Lieutenant Colonel Zitnik,
with the commanding officer of MAG-16, Colonel
Thomas J. O’Connor, and 2 South Vietnamese™of-
ficer, flew an early morning teconnaissance of the
outpost seeking a suitable landing zone for an opera-
tion to retake Hiep Duc. No enemy activity was
observed during the reconnaissance, and the ARVN
2d Infantry Division designated the 1st and 3d Bat-
talions of the 5th Regiment to be helilifted into the
arca by MAG-36 and MAG-16 helicopters.

The landing zone to be used was on a small hill,
about 80 meters high, with several peaks overlooking
it. It had been selected over a larger, natural LZ, by
the ARVN officer who had been on the earlier recon-
naissance flight. (His decision, based on experience,
was a wise one in that events later proved the larger
LZ had been surrounded with enemy troops.) Fixed-
wing aircraft prepped the zone for 25 minutes before
the helicopters were called in. Shortly after the
helicopters started landing, enemy machine guns
opened up from the sides of the hills overlooking the
zone. The enemy’s positions dominated the landing
zone, and they were actually firing down on the lan-
ding helicopters. A VMO-6 Huey flight led by Major
Robert E. Presson aggressively engaged the enemy
positions, succeeding in temporarily silencing them.

Several H-34s were hit, one of which crashed while
trying to make it home, and one crew chief was kill-
ed. Colonel O'Connor halted the helicopter lift to
allow for additional fixed-wing prep of the area.



After the fixed-wing aircraft had bombed and straf-
ed the area again, the helicopter assault was resum-
ed. The fixed-wing aircraft continued bombing the
enemy gun positions and the Huey gunships strafed
the flanks of the landing zone. The entire operation
had taken about six hours. Lieutenant Colonel Zit-
nik and Major Presson were decorated with the
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross for their ac-
tions during the operation.

Four days later another ARVN outpost, Thach
Tru, was attacked and VMO-6 was again called upen
for support. Two gunships led by Captain Donald L.
Wright responded to the call and left Ky Ha in
adverse weather. Upon arriving at Thach Tru the
Hueys were put under the control of an Army
FAC(A) and were directed to hit numerous enemy
positions located around the fort. They left three
buildings burning and nearly 20 more damaged.
The next day, 23 November, four VMO-6 gunships
flew cover for an H-34 troop lift from Chu Lai to
Thach Tru. The Viet Cong had attacked a village
near Van Ly and, when reinforcements were sent in,
three of the four gunships received hits from the
Communist equivalent to a .50 caliber machine gun.
One aircraft was hit seriously enough to down it in
the zone and replacement parts had to be flown in
from Ky Ha. First Lieutenant Glenn D. Mann, gun-
ship copilot, was killed in the action.*

On 4 December two VMO-6 Hueys escorted a
flight of H-34s on an ARVN lift from Quang Ngai to
An Tho, 36 miles south of Chu Lai. On the second
flight into the LZ the flight encountered heavy
enemy fire. The H-1 flight, led by Major Robert D.
Purcell, took the enemy position under fire. On the
third trip into the zone the “Klondike” flight was re-
quested to pick up a wounded Army adviser who
had been laying in a ditch since the preceding
day.** An approach into the zone was “waved off”
because of sttong enemy automatic weapons fire,
but on the next attempt an H-1 landed, and under
heavy enemy fire the co-pilot, Captain William M.

*The ARVN 2d Division Assistant Commander, Colonel Pham
Van Phu, presented the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with
Palm, to First Lieutenant Mann's foster father, Ambassador to
Thailand Graham A. Martin, after a memorial service at MAG-36.
The spent bullet which was taken from Lt. Maon's body confirm-
ed the suspicion that the VC had begun using larger caliber,
automatic weapons.S?

*+" Klondike" was the radio call sign: for VMO-6 aircraft during
this period.
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Pettigrew, the co-pilot, made his way to the casualty
and carried him back to the waiting helicopter. Cap-
tain Pettigrew administered medical aid to the
wounded advisor throughout the trip back to “B”
Med.

Later the same evening two H-1s were scrambled
on z false report of a downed helicopter. After
becoming airborne, the flight was diverted to the An
Tho area to pick up another wounded Army adviser.
The aircraft that landed, piloted by Major Herbert J.
Harkey, Jr. and co-piloted by Colonel William G.
Johnson, the commanding officer of MAG-36, was
mobbed by Vietnamese Popular Forces and ARVN
soldiers hysterically trying to evacuate the area. Ma-
jor Harkey tried to take off but the helicopter
became overloaded with men hanging onto the
skids, and the H-1 started settling back towards the
ground. The tail rotor struck a tree causing the
helicopter to become uncontrollable and crash. For-
tunately the crew was unharmed and, after removing
all the weapons and ammunition from thetr aircraft,
they made their way to an H-34 helicopter. The
transport helicopter took off under heavy enemy fire
while Major Purcell's flight of Huey gunships at-
tempted to suppress the enemy fire.

Operation Harvest Moon, a coordinated operation
with the ARVN, commenced on 8 December 1965.

An armed UH-1E flies over troops from 3rd Bat-
talion, 3d Marines, as they wait 1o be transported by
belicopter during operation Harvest Moon.
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Its objective was to remove the VC pressure from the
Vietnamese government gartisons at Viet An and
Que Son. VMO-6 first became involved in Opera-
tion Harvest Moon on 8 December when it provided
an armed escort for a convoy on a reconnaissance of
Highway 1. Later that day a flight of two armed
Hueys were sent to escort an emergency troop inser-
tion providing reinforcements for ARVN rangers
who had been badly hit by the VC.

Throughout Harvest Moon, VMO-6 provided a
command and control aircraft for Brigadier General
Jonas M. Platt, Commander, Task Force Delta. The
squadron escorted truck convoys and H-34
helicopters and performed numerous medical
evacuation missions. It also provided close air sup-
port when fixed-wing aircraft could not attack
targets due to low visibility. Operation Harvest
Moon ended officially on 20 December and had ac-
counted for 407 enemy killed, and 23 captured. For
the remainder of the year VMO-6 flew TAOR recon-
naissance, helicopter escort, and medical evacuation
missions.

The new year picked up where the old had left off.
On 5 January 1966, a TAOR reconnaissance flight
was told of a suspected roadblock on Highway 1 and
immediately proceeded to the area, where it found a
roadblock guarded by several lightly armed VC. As
the Hueys arrived, three of the VC jumped into a
bus traveling north. The Hueys followed the bus to a
bridge at An Toon, where it was stopped by Viet-
namese troops who captured the VC. The Hueys
then returned to the roadblock and found six more
VC still in the area. After obtaining clearance from
the DASC, and coordinating with the Marine units
on the ground, the gunships fired into the area
wounding one VC. The VC were kept under
surveillance while the ground unit surrounded
them. The Marines on the ground killed three VC,
wounded another, captured the remaining two, and
confiscated two weapons.

On 28 January, Operation Double Eagle began
and all MAG-36 aircraft were committed to support
the operation. Double Eagle reactivated Task Force
Delta, again under the command of General Platt.
The operation was to be a coordinated offensive
against enemy buildup in the I and 11 Corps border
region. Throughout the operation, which ended on
6 March 1966, VMO-6 Hueys provided continucus
on-station FAC(A) and observation coverage as well
as helicopter escort, medevac, close air support,
emergency resupply, and other routine utility mis-
sions.

41

(Photo Courtesy of Col Roberr J. Zitnik)

An H-1 overflies Task Force Delta troops during
Double Fagle, an operation conducted along the
Quang Ngai-Bink Dinb province border in 1966,

On the evening of 4 February, while escorting
transport helicopters on an emergency troop inser-
tion, Lieutenant Colonel Zitnik’s H-1 was shot
down. After crash landing in a rice paddy, he and his
crew of four were picked up by another VMO-6
helicopter piloted by First Lieutenant William L.
Buchanan. All were returned safely to Ky Ha.®

During March VMO-6 took part in Operations
Utah, Texas, and Indiana, plus numerous other
troop lifts, helicopter escort missions, and medical
evacuations. During a medevac flight on 22 March,
Sergeant John Watson, a VMO-6 crew chief, was
credited with saving the life of 2 wounded Marine by
administering mouth-to-mouth resuscitation when
the man stopped breathing. On 23 March 1966, Ma-
jor Presson relieved Lieutenant Colonel Zitnik as
commanding officer of VMO-6. In April VMO-6 ad-
ded three additional operatiens to its already expan-
ding list: Nevada, Hot Springs, and Wyoming.

One month later VMO-6 teamed up with the
three transport squadrons in MAG-36 and supported
many operations of short duration in which ¢ne or
two barttalions were used for sweeping and clearing
operations n connection with the local pacification



program. Operations such as Cheyenne I and II,
Montgomery, Morgan, Yuma, and Mobile con-
tinued throughout the month and kept the 7th
Marines and MAG-36 helicopters busy. In turn,
their operations kept the VC off guard and constant-
ly moving.

On 7 June 1966, Lance Corporal David J. Schieber
duplicated Sergeant Watson’s feat and saved an
ARVN soldier by administering mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation during 2 medical evacuation.

On 15 June 1966, VMO-6 sent two gunships and
one “slick” to Commander Task Group (CTG) 79.5
on board the USS Princeron for Operation
Deckhouse I.* This operation continued until 27
June and during it the Hueys of VMO-6 performed
various missions in support of BLT 1/5. Following
this operation CTG 79.5 and the Hueys from
VMO-6 participated in Operation Nathan Hale. The
operation ran from 27 June until 2 July after which
the Hueys were released and returned to Ky Ha.

During the eatly hours of 16 June, Staff Sergeant
Jimmie E. Howard’s i8-man reconnaissance team,
code-named “Catrnival Time” was attacked by an
estimated battalion of enemy.** The team suffered
casualities during the initial assault and sent for a
medevac helicopter. At 0250 First Lieutenant
Thomas E. Parsons, from HMM-361, flying the
medevac H-34 and Captain James M. Perryman, Jr.,
in an armed H-1 escort took off from Ky Ha for
Howard’s position. The flight was unable to pick up
the medevacs because of intense enemy fire, and a
flare ship and fixed-wing aircraft were summoned.
Under the direction of Perryman and later Captain
John M. Shields, the fixed-wing aircraft of MAG-11
and MAG-12 pounded the enemy. Whenever there
was a lull in the fixed-wing sipport either Perryman
or Shields, who relieved each other on station
through four rotations, kept continuous helicopter
gunship fire on the enemy throughout the night.

An early morning extraction of Carnival Time was
attempted but failed because of the enemy's strong
position and their intense fire. Marine fixed-wing
awrcraft again struck the enemy. At 0615, 32 H-34s

**Slick™ was the term used for an H-1 that was not outfirted
with rocket pods or machine guns. Slicks were mainly used for
medical evacuations, command and control missions, or any other
type of utility mission which might come up.

**Sraff Sergeant Howard received the Medal of Honor for his
courageous example and firm leadership duting the ensuing ac-
tion.

from HMM-362, HMM-363, and HMM-361,
escorted by eight H-1s, six from VMO-6 and two
from VMO-2, picked up Company C, 1st Battalion,
5th Marines from Hill 54 to reinforce the
beleaguered reconnaissance team. Captain Shields
was on station as the FAC(A) and had already picked
out a landing zone on a ridgeline about 150 meters
from the team. After working several flights of at-
tack aircraft in the zone, Shields called in the
helicoprers. Shortly after Company C had been land-
ed Major William J. Goodsell, the new commanding
officer of VMO-6, relieved Captain Shields as the
FAC(A). (Goodsell had relieved Major Presson and
taken command of VMO-G five days earlier).

After relieving Captain Shields on station, Major
Goodsell made a low pass over the reconnaissance
team’s position to mark it with smoke when his air-
craft was hit by enemy fire. Major Goodsell was kill-
ed and his aircraft severely damaged. First Lieute-
nant Stephen D. Butler, the co-pilot, managed to
land the aircraft about 3 miles east of the landing
zone where the crew was picked up by their
wingman and returned to Ky Ha. The aircraft was
destroyed by the VC before a reaction force could
move into the area. Major Rawley M. Gregory, the
squadron’s executive officer, assumed command of
VMO-6 after Major Goodsell’s death.

On 23 July 1966, Major William R. Maloney
relieved Major Gregory as commanding officer of
VMO-6; Major Gregory resumed his duties as ex-
ecutive officer.*** In August VMO-6 continued its
support of the ist and 3d Marine Divisions, the Viet-
namese 1 Corps forces, and the newly arrived
Republic of Korea (ROK} Marine Corps Brigade.

On 10 October, Captain Eugene O. Marquette III
began an interesting day. At approximately 0700 the
tail rotor drive shaft on his UH-1E broke several
miles west of Tam Ky. Displaying a tremendous
amount of aeronautical ability, Caprain Marquette
managed to land the aircraft undamaged in a rice
paddy. An accompanying H-34 picked up the down-
ed crew and departed under enemy fire. Meanwhile,
a flight led by Major Maloney's was diverted from
another mission. Maloney’s flight to the site of the
downed Huey to cover the insertion of a security
reaction force to protect the aircraft and a VMO-6
maintenance team led by Caprain Kenneth D.

***Major Maloney artained the rank of lieutenant general and
commanded the 3d, Ist and 2d Marine Aircraft Wings.
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VMQO-6 gunships escort HMM-26G3 aircraft on a
mission south of Chu Lai in support of the Second
“Blue Dragon” Brigade, Republic of Korea Marines.

Waters. The helicopter was repaired, and the
maintenance crew and the reaction force were ex-
tracted under fire. During the extraction, one of the
pilots in Majot Maloney's covering flight, First
Lieutenanc Larry E. Grimm, was hit in the leg while
his aircraft was in a strafing run. Lieutenant Grimm
was later evacuated ftom Vietnam.

On 30 October the squadron was visited by,

Lieutenant General Victor H. Krulak, Commanding
General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, who presented
VMO-6 with the Chief of Naval Operations Safety
Award for 1966.

November was a busy monrh for VMO-6 and one
that took its toll on the squadron’s pilots and air-
crewmen, On 7 November, both Captain Donald E.
Caverly and Lieutenant Raymond W. Fesperman
were wounded by small arms fire on a medevac
escort mission. Captain Caverly was able to fly the
aircraft to Medical Company C {C Med} at Da Nang
where Second Lieutenant Fesperman was admitted,
and continued on to the Marble Mounctain Air Facili-
ty where he landed and was later taken to the G-4
hospital and admitted.

On 14 November, VMO-6 lost three squadron
members, Captain Leon G. Chadwick III, Sergeant
Daniel M. Bennett, and Corporal Rodolfo M. Gon-
zalez. All were killed when their Huey was shot
down by enemy fire while escorting an H-34. The co-
pilot, Colonel Kenneth L. Reusser, a visiting pilot,
miraculously sutvived the crash and enemy fire and
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was evacuated to Bethesda Naval Hospital in serious
condition.

Another unusual incident occurred when Caprain
Anthony Pecoraro was credited with saving the life
of a fellow aviator on 20 November. Operation Rio
Blanco had just started when Pecoraro landed at the
site of a crashed CH-46 helicopter and discovered the
co-pilot still pinned in the wreckage. Captain
Pecoraro cut the injured co-pilot free and evacuated
him to Ky Ha.

The new year began with bad weather restricting
flying. On 10 Januaty, however, First Lieutenant
Steve C. Wilson began what turned into a busy
evening for VMO-6. Wilson was shot down while at-
tempting to pick up a wounded Korean Marine in a
“hot zone” and his crew chief, Lance Corporal
Richard N. Soukup, was wounded.* Major William
E. Dodds and First Lieutenant David A. Ballentine
were overhead in H-1 gunships and provided im-
mediate suppressing fire for the downed crew-
members and the Korean Marines. Captains John C.
Arick and Charles Swinburn arrived on station in
time to escort a CH-46 helicopter into the zone to
pick up the crew and the wounded Koreans. Four
Huey gunships then escorted a reaction force into
the zone. By this tinne it was dark and the weather
had deteriorated, making the last porrion of the
operation extremely hazardous. Later in the evening
Captain Kenneth D. Waters led another flight into
the zone and successfully evacuated 10 wounded
Korean Marines.

On 28 January 1967, VMO-6 set a squadron
record for hours flown and for number of fixed-wing
flights controlled in a 24-hour period. At midnight
the squadron had logged 127.2 flight hours and con-
trolted 27 flights of fixed-wing aircraft. During
February VMO-6 continued flying gunship escort,
medical evacuations, and TAOR reconnaissance
flights. Occasionally, the squadron would also fly
H-1s outfitted with loudspeakers and operated by a
Vietnamese psychological warfare representative who
made propaganda broadcasts throughout the flight.
This aircraft became known as the “Hollerin Huey.”

On 27 March 1967, Lieutenant Colonel Joseph A.
Nelson relieved Lieutenant Colonel Maloney as com-
manding officer of VMO-6. The months of March
and April were busy oncs for the squadron. VMO-6
flew 3,134 hours, 7,218:sorties, and 2,016 missions

*"Hot zone” was 2 term used to describe a landing zone which
was receiving enemy fire.



while participating in seven operations: Desoto,
Beacon Hill I, Deckhouse V1, Sea Dragon, Shawnee,
Beaver Cage, and Union. During this two-month
period the squadron carried 896 passengers, per-
formed 1,027 medical evacuations, controlled 166
fixed-wing flights, and accounted for 40 enemy kill-
ed. (From 1 September 1965 to 30 April 1967,
VMO-6 had been credited with 708 enemy KBAs.)
During April four VMO-6 aircraft were sent north
and operated out of Phu Bai near Hue.
Unfortunately, the month of April also presented
its losses to the squadron. On 5 April one aircraft was
destroyed and its crew killed when it landed on an
enemy mine near Nui Dang in support of Qperation
Desoto. Killed were Captains Alan J. Dean and
Brooke M. Shadburne along with Corporal Joseph
A. Scruggs, the plane's crew chief. Hospital Corp-
sman First Class Thomas A. Parker, a Navy corpsman
assigned to the medevac aircraft, was also killed.
On 19 August 1967, Captain Stephen W. Pless,
piloting a Huey gunship, answered an emergency
call for help; four American soldiers were stranded
on a nearby beach and were being overwhelmed by a

large Viet Cong force. Captain Pless with his crew,
Captain Rupert E. Fairfield, Jr., Gunnery Sergeant
Leroy N. Poulson, and Lance Corporal john G.
Phelps, flew to the scene and found 30 to 50 enemy
soldiers in the open. Using the H-1's guns and
rockets, Captain Pless attacked the enemy, killing
and wounding many, and driving the remainder
back into a treeline. Captain Pless then maneuvered
his helicopter between the wounded men and the
enemy, providing a shield which permitted his crew
to retrieve the wounded soldiers. The enemy con-
tinucd to rush the helicopter, again and again clos-
ing to within a few feet of Pless and his crew before
being driven back by fire from the Huey’s guns. After
the wounded had been loaded on board, Captain
Pless maneuvered his helicopter out to sea, but
before it became safely aitborne, the ovetloaded air-
craft skimmed the water several times. Jettisoning
his rocket pods and excess gear, Captain Pless was
finally able to get the aircraft aloft and return the
wounded to safety and medical care. Captain Pless
received the Medal of Honor, and his ctew members
the Navy Cross for their actions.%

Pictured from left to right are: GySgt Leroy N. Poulson, LCpl Jobn G. Phelps, Capt
Rupert E. “Skeets" Fairfield, and Capt Stephen W. Pless. On 19 August 1967, this
VMO-G heficopter crew participated in an action for which Capt Pless was awarded the
Medal of Honor, atrd Fairfield, Poulson, and Phelps were awarded the Navy Cross.
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On 17 September 1967, Lieutenant Colonel
William J. White relieved Lieutenant Colonel
Nelson as commanding officer of VMO-6.* On 5
October 1967, VMO-6 moved north to Phu Bai,
staying there until 11 November when the squadron
moved further north to the newly constructed field
at Quang Tri near the demilitarized zone (DMZ).**

The Marine combat base at Khe Sanh occupied
most of VMO-6's flight missions for the early part of
1968. Nearly 6,000 Marines and South Vietnamese
rangers were pitted against an enemy force roughly
three times as large. It was necessaty for supplies to
be aitlifted into Khe Sanh and the other ourposts oc-
cupied by Marines on the high ground overlooking
the base. The battle at Khe Sanh escalated into a
majot operation of immense political as well as
military importance. Marine, Air Force, and Navy
aircraft provided continuous close air support, and
Marine and Air Force cargo aircraft logistically sus-
tained the defenders during the siege despite heavy
enemy anriaircraft fire.

VMO-6 became heavily engaged in the Khe Sanh
area eatly in January, escorting transport helicopters,
evacuating wounded, flying FAC(A) missions, and
providing close air support whenever the situation
demanded. Aircrews operating at Khe Sanh quickly
became aware of the increased threat posed by the
enemy’s heavy use of 12.7mm and 37mm antiaircraft
weapons.

In February VMO-6 helicoptets, like all aircraft
opetating in the Khe Sanh atea, were being hit by
enemy fire with regulatity. On 2 Februaty, while fly-
ing a low-level mission, shrapnel from either a mot-
tar round or an artillery shell damaged an H-1 being
piloted by Lieutenant Colonel White. Both White
and his co-pilot, First Lieutenant Dennis B.
McBroom, received minor injuries caused by flying
plexiglass from a shattered windscreen, but they
were able to return the aircraft safely to Quang Tri.
On 8 February, Caprain Edward Kufeldt’s co-pilot,
First Licutenant George E. Rosental, was seriously
wounded when their Huey received more than 30
hits on a medevac mission to pick up survivors from a
Special Forces camp which had been overrun near

*Lieutenant Coionel William J. White attained the rank of
lieutenant general and became the Deputy Chief of Staff for Avia-
tion.

**With the move to Quang Tri the squadron was reassigned to
Provisional Marine Airctaft Group 39 (ProvMAG 39).
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Lang Vei. On 11 February, Captain Calvin S. Croom
III was hit in the thigh by a small arms round while
flying as co-pilot with Lieutenant Colonel White
during a resupply mission west of Khe Sanh.

On 16 February 1968, two Huey gunships were
launched to assist in the emergency extraction of
reconnaissance team “Box Score.” The transport
helicopter landed in the zone and picked up the
team, but as it was lifting out, two team members
jumped out to help another member who had failed
to get on board. The transport helicopter continued
out of the zone because of extensive battle damage.
One of the VMO-6 escorting H-1 gunships, “Seawot-
thy” 4-21, went into the LZ to pick up the remaining
three members. Lifting out of the zone it received
heavy enemy fire and crashed. *** Killed immediate-
ly were the pilot, First Lieutenant Bobby F.
Galbreath, the co-pilot, First Lieutenant Paul A.
Jensen, and the gunner, Staff Sergeant Jimmy E.
Tolliver. The crew chief, Corporal Harry W.
Schneider, died of injuries enroute to Dz Nang the
following day. One of the team members died in the
crash, one died later of injuries, but the last received
medical treatment in time to be the sole survivor.

Other helicopter squadrons were not faring any
better than VMO-6, and it soon became apparent
that the problem of getting helicopters to and from
the Marine outposts was becoming critical. The tac-
tics being used needed imptovement. Huey gun-
ships, though making a valiant effort, did not
possess the heavy volume of fire requited to keep the
ait lanes open to the outposts around Khe Sanh. Asa
result the Ist MAW adopted another system which
provided more muscle.

Lieutenant General Robert E. Cushman, Jr.,
Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious
Force (III MAF), and Major General Norman J.
Anderson, Commanding General, 1st MAW, con-
ceived the idea while the details were worked out by
Colonel Joel B. Bonner, Lieutenant Colonel White,
and Lieutenant Colonel Richard E. Carey. The solu-
tion was basically a page out of the Fleet Marine
Force Manual for helicopter support operations. All
helicopter flights to the hill outposts were to be
escorted by scrike aircraft which would provide sup-
pressive fire.

Lieutenant Colonel Catey, the 1st MAW Opera-
tions Officer and one of the planners, later described

**3¥YMO-6's radio call sign during this period had been chang-
ed to “Seaworthy.”
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(David Douglas Duncan)

Aircrews wait for the ceiling to lift. In addition to the fierce enemy opposttion during
the battle for Khe Sanh, aircrews also had to face the miserable weather conditions.

the mechanics of what was termed the “Super Gag-

gle”:
Success of the effort was predicared on timing, coordina-
tion, and often times luck. Luck, as used, refers to the
ability to guess whether the weather would hold long
enough to complete an effort once it got underway. The
effort began with the TA-4 on station determining if suffi-
cient ceiling existed for the “Scooters” of MAG-12 1o pro-
vide sufficienr suppressive fites to assure success. . . . Once
the TA-4 called all conditions go, an “H” hour was ser and
the Super Gaggle began. Twelve A-4s would launch from
Chu Lai while simuttaneously 100 miles to the north 12-16
helos would launch from the Quang Tti helo base and pro-
ceed 1o the Dong Ha LSA (Logistics Support Area) for sup-
ply pickup. The object was for all aicceaft to arrive in the
objecrive area on a precise schedule. So the operarion
gencrally consisted as follows: (1) Softening up known
cnemy posirions by four A-ds, generally armed with
napalm and bombs; (2) Two A-4s armed with CS (tear gas)
tanks saturate enemy anciaircrafr and automatic weapons
positions; (3) 30-40 scconds prior to final run in by the
helos two A-ds lay a smoke screen along selected avenues of
approach. . . . (4) While helos make final run into the
target, four A-4s with bombs, rockets, and 20mm guns
provide close-in fire suppression. . . . Once the helos com-
menced their descent, the factors of weather, their
4,000-pound externally carried load, and the terrain wouid
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not permit a second chance. If an enemy gun was not sup-
pressed there was no akernative for the helos but to con-
tinue. They (the transport pilots) were strengthened with
the knowledge that following close on their heels were
their gunships ready ro pick them up if they survived being
shot down. Fortunately, these tactics were so successful
that during the entire period of the Super Gaggle only two
CH-46s were downed enroute to the hill pesitions. The
crews were rescued immediately by escorting Hucy gun-
ships.5%*

The squadron remained busy throughout March,
but with the advent of the Super Gaggle, aircraft
and personnel losses were reduced. On 24 March
1968, a change in command ceremony was held and
Majot Bertram A. Maas, the former executive officer
of VMOQ-6, relieved Licutenant Colonel White as
commanding officer. Unfortunately, the day was
marred with the loss of another squadron pilot. Cap-
tain Joseph J. Hanley's aircraft was hit while pro-

*For comparison, as many as 16 helicopters were utilized up to
four times in one day duting the Super Gaggle withour a loss.
Prior to the conception of this technique, as many as rhree
helicopters were shot down in one day around Khe Sanh.
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The UH-1E was designed for observation and
urlity tasks, but by 1968 nearly two-thirds of its
Vietnam missions were flown in the role of gunship.

viding suppressive fire for an emergency medevac.
The aircraft lost directional control and went into a
violent spin, crashed, and immediately burst into
flames. The door gunner Private Marion C. Ttivette
Jr., managed to get Captain Hanley and the crew
chief, Sergeant Holmer G. Clark, both of whom had
been knocked unconscious in the crash, out of the
wreckage. He was unable to get to First Lieutenant
William G. Hall because of the intense fire surroun-
ding the left side of the aircraft. An H-34 transpott
helicopter landed in the zone and, under heavy
enemy fire, picked up the three crew members.
After the H-34 had lifted out of the zone, Major
Robert L. Neff, wingman and gunship leader, spot-
ted Lieutenant Hall staggering about 20 feet from
the burning Huey. With the aid of fixed-wing air-
craft dropping napalm on the enemy, Neff landed at
the crash site and his crew chief, Corporal Robert C.
Rich, got to Hall and carried him to the waiting
Huey. All four crew members were evacuated to
Medical Company D (D Med) at Quang Tri.
Lieutenant Hall was given emergency treatment
for second and third degree burns over 60 percent of
his body and was immediately sent to the hospital in
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Da Nang. Also sent to Da Nang were Sergeant
Clark, who was later evacuated to Japan fot treat-
ment for burns and a btoken knee, and Private
Trivette for treatment of minor burns and a chest in-
jury. Captain Hanley was treated at “D” Med for a
cut mouth and an injured back and teturned to his
squadron. Sadly, word was received the following
day that Lieutenant Hall had died from his burns.

April continued to take its toll on VMO-6 aircraft
and crew members. On 11 April 2 VMO-6 Huey col-
lided with an H-34 in mid air, 7 miles west of Dong
Ha. The H-34 came apart before reaching the
ground and the H-1 butned upon impact. There
were no survivors in either aircraft. Killed in the H-1
were Captain Bruce F. McMillan, First Lieutenant
Ronald E. Riede, Corpotal Paul j. Allen, and Lance
Corporal Michael G. Demarco. On 25 April a Huey
piloted by Captain James P. Cawley crashed and
burned 7 miles east of Quang Tri with no survivots.
Killed were Captain Cawley, First Lieutenant Robert
C. Kimmel, and Privates First Class Brock R.
Schtamm and Edgar C. Laye.

The light fixed-wing reconnaissance plane, so
prevalent during World Wat I1 and the Korean War,
was back with VMO-6 in July 1968. The 0-1C, “Bird
Dog,” formerly the OE-2 (Cessna model 321), wasa
redesigned version of the 0-1B for the Marine Cotps.
It had a Continental 0-470-2 six cylinder, horizontal-
ly opposed, air-cooled engine. The 0-1 seated a pilot
and an obsetver in tandem and had a cruising range
of 530 miles, and normally cruised at 104 miles per
hour %6

A Marine Q-1 makes a pass aver the Imperial City of
Hue during the Tet Offensive. In July 1968, the O-1
“Fingerprint" detachment was assigned to VMO-6.
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In November 1968, VMO-6 recetved the North American OV-10A “Bronco.” During
much of the war the Marine Corps had suffered from a paucity of observation atrcraft
assets; this was generally alleviated with the arrival of the OV-10 in Vietnam.

The detachment of O-1s and accompanying per-
sonnel were assigned to the squadron to supplement
its FAC(A), artillery spotting, and reconnaissance
missions. The H-1s had been spending a majority of
their flight time in the role of armed escort, and the
addition of O-1s to the squadron provided much
needed resources for obsetvation missions. That the
01-s were a welcome sight to VMO-6 may be seen by
the unit’'s Command Chronology entry:

12 July 1968. —Today was a big day for VMQ-6. For the
first time since deploying to the Republic of Vietnam in
September 1963, fixed-wing aircraft wete again in the
squadron. The squadron happily accepted the joining of
the 0-1C Detachment. VMO-6 has continually enjoyed
operating with Fingerprint,* and is proud to say that they
are now a formal part of out squadron ¢

On 20 September 1968, Lieutenant Colonel Maas
was relieved by Major Hans A. Zander as comman-
ding officer of VMO-6. In November, under cloudy
skies, the squadron flew 2,636 hours and had 10
pilots who flew over 100 hours each.

November 1968 also saw the introduction of the
OV-10A “Bronco” into VMO-6. The Bronco, built
by North American Rockwell, was a light armed
reconnaissance planc developed for counter-
insurgency missions. It was powered by two 714 shaft

* “Fingerprint” was the radio call sign for the 0-1C detachment.
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horse power AiResearch T76 turboprop engines with
Hamilton Standard three-blade propellers. It seated
a crew of two in tandem on ejection seats. The OV-
10A carried four weapons attachment points, each
with a capacity of 600 pounds, under short sponsons
extending from the bottom of the fuselage on each
side under the wings. A fifth attachment point, with
a capacity of 1,200 pounds was located under the
center of the fuselage. Two .30 caliber M60OC
machine guns were carried in each sponson.® The
Bronco pilots quickly familiarized themselves with
the area and began conducting visual reconnaissance
missions as well as artillery control, naval gunfire
spotting, and FAC(A) missions.

On 2 December, Seaworthy 97-1, an 0-1, was lost.
The downed aircraft was finally spotted and a search
and recovery team was landed at the crash site. Un-
fortunately, there were no sutvivors. Killed were
First Lieutenant James R. Reese and First Lieutenant
Richard E. Latumer, Jr.

VMO-6 ended calendar year 1968 with 21,758
flight hours. Its aircraft assets included 10 OV-10s, 9
O-1s, and 12 UH-1s (all of which were gunships).
Marine Light Helicopter Squadron 367 (HML-367),
which now had a detachment at Quang Tn, began
picking up all slick commitments.

In January 1969 the 3d Marine Division began a
mobile offensive which struck at the enemy in the
western reaches of [ Corps. The code name for the



major new offensive was Dewey Canyon, and
VMO-6 became heavily involved in supporting the
9th Marines as well as ARVN units in the operation
which took place in the A Shau and Da Krong
valleys.

The operation reptesented an outstanding exam-
ple of air-ground teamwork, requiring the highest
degree of professional skill and moral courage from
the Marine aviators due to the hazards presented by
mountainous terrain, inclement weather, and the
strength of the enemy. The H-1s, O-1s, and OV-10s
of VMO-6 were all extensively utilized in the support
of Dewey Canyon on a 24-hour basis. Hueys provid-
ed gunship escort for the resupply and medevac mis-
sions, while the O-1s and OV-10s provided visual
reconnaissance, artillery spotting, and airborne con-
trol of close air support. Additionally, the OV-10s
also provided flare illumination for night emergency
missions until C-130 or C-117 aircraft could come on
station.

On 28 February 1969, while escorting transport
helicopters on a Dewey Canyon mission a VMO-6
H-1 was shot down by heavy enemy antiaitcraft fire.
Lost were First Lieutenants Edwin A. Keeble, Jr. and
David K. Jacobsgaard, and Lance Corporals William
J. Brencich and Edward W. Sanchez.

Operation Dewey Canyon concluded on 18 March
1969, and as U.S. Army Lieutenznt General Richard
G. Stilwell, commander of U.S. ground forces in
northern I Corps under CG III MAF summed up,
“Dewey Canyon deserves some space in American
military histoty by sole reason of audacity, gurts, and
team play. I cannot applaud too highly the airmen
of the 1st MAW in a vatiety of roles.”™s

The conclusion of Dewey Canyon did not relieve
VMO-6 from the ever-present requirement for air
support of Marine units stretched across the northern
teaches of [ Corps. On 30 March 1969, H-1s and
OV-10s teamed up with helicopter transports and
fixed-wing flare ships in a challenging night medical
evacuation at LZ Argonne, a remote site near the
Laotian border. At 0105 in the morning a section of
H-1 gunships launched on the emergency mission.
Experiencing an equipment failure, the wingman of
the section had to abort, but the flight leader, Major
Kenneth C. Carlon, elected to continue to the area
despite the fact that his own aircraft was having
equipment difficulties and the weather was IMC (in-
strument meterological conditions). In spite of these
adverse conditions, the mission was successfully com-
pleted. Other VMO-6 personnel involved in the
operation included Major William B. Jessup, an
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QV-10 pilot who acted as the airborne coordinator
and provided flare illumination, and Captain
Douglas B. Page, a VMO-6 Bronco pilot who was
temporatily assigned to the supported ground unit
as a forward air controller.

The significance of the operations conducted by
VMO-6 during March was that they again
demonstrated the ability of Marine Corps aviation to
conduct offensive operations under the most adverse
kinds of weather conditions. During the month the
squadron performed over 220 actual instrument
climbouts and recoveries.

On 2 April 1969, Lieutenant Colonel Billy D.
Bouldin assumed command of VMQ-G when he
relieved Lieutenant Colonel Zander. Weather re-
mained marginal during the first part of the month,
but four additional OV-10s were received on 11
April raising the number of OV-10s on hand to 18
and making it possible for the squadron o ac-
cumulate over 3,000 hours of flight time during rhe
month, a record for Marine obsetvation squadrons in
Vietnam to that time.

Daily taskings in support of the 3d Reconnaissance
Barralion had long been a challenging mission for
VMO-6. Seaworthy gunships lead flights of
helicopter transports on inserrion and extraction mis-
sions of small, five to seven men recon teams
throughout the 3d Division TAOR, and strong
bonds formed between pilots and reconnaissance
petsonnel. The tecon mission required vety detailed
briefings between the gunship crews, the transport
crews, and reconnaissance team leaders and scaff.

Squadron gunships land 1o reload their 2.75-inch
rocket pods at a ProvMAG-39 ammunition supply
area during Operation Nanking/Scotiand I
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Further, during the conduct of the daily schedule of
insertions and extractions it became almost “‘routine”
for an emergency condition to develop because of
enemy detection of a team in the field. The
emergency cxtraction which followed usually had to
be carried out under some form of adversity —such as
heavy enemy fire, bad weather, or conditions of
darkness. On these occasions, the Seaworthy flight
leader had to use all of his skills in coordinating the
use of supporting arms while also carrying out his im-
mediate mission of escorting the transport
helicopters.

A brief description of the events of the day from
the VMO-6 command chronology for 24 April pro-
vides an accurate picture of squadron daily “routine”
for the year 1969:

24 April 1969. Seaworthy OV-10s and O-1s controtled
16 flights of fixed-wing aircraft in support of the 3rd
Marine Division today. In the late afternoon recon team
Carpet came under attack and Seaworthy UH-1Es and
OV-10s tearned up to escore Chatter Box transports for the
emergency extract of Carpet. When a Chatterbox transport
was shot down in the zone, the Seaworthy aircraft coor-
dinated and supported the extraction of the recon team
and Chatter Box crew. Assistance was given by the Seawor-
thy OV-10 flare bird as the extract operation continued in-
to the night.7

May was another month in which VMO-6 con-
ducted a heavy flying schedule, and during which
several squadron crewmen were killed or wounded.
On 6 May, First Lieutenant S. P. Billipp and his
aerial observer, First Lieutenant John R. Hagan, fail-
ed to return from their visual reconnaissance mission
in an O-1. The crew had been last seen flying along
Highway 9, near the Laotian border. Less tragic, but
still serious mishaps occurred for the squadron when,
on 18 May, the newly assigned commanding officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Bouldin, experienced a tail rotor
malfunction while flying an H-1, and was forced to
crash-land to avoid hitting a group of Vietnamese
children. The injuries sustained by Lieutenant Col-
onel Bouldin in the accident ultimately required his
medical evacuation to the United States. A third ma-
jor incident occurred on 29 May when an OV-10
crewed by Caprain John R. Morgan and First Lieute-
nant Robert J. Moriarty was hit by enemy fire while
on a visual reconnaissance mission southwest of Khe
Sanh. The crew ejected from their burning aircraft;
happily,however, they were picked up by a CH-46
and returned to Quang Tri in rapid fashion. Thus, as
May neared its end the squadron had experienced its

51

third major aircraft loss of the month and all three
squadron aircraft types were represented.

May ended with VMO-6 breaking the flight time
record it established only the previous month, hav-
ing flown 3,191.7 hours. This was the most flight
time the squadron would accumulate in any one
month period during the war.

Heavy flight operations continued into June. On 3
June squadron UH-1s and OV-10s supported
CH-46s in five separate attempts to complete a night
emergency medical evacuation. As each attempt was
made the zone came alive with small arms,
automatic weapons, and mortar fire. The H-1s at-
tacked the firing positions again and again, trying to
drive back the enemy forces. The OV-10s controlled
the deliveries of the flare-ship during each try, and
directed artillery and close air support. In the early
morning light, on the fifth tme into the zone, the
medevac was completed.

This kind of teamwork by VMO-6 aircrews was
displayed on numerous occasions during the month.
On 5 June 1969, Fitst Lieutenant Moriarty launched
on a night hop scheduled to allow him to complete
his annual night flight time requirements. A secon-
dary mission of the flight was to assist in the night
rocket belt watch. At dawn, while searching for a
mortar site firing on a Marine position near Gio Linh
(A-2), he spotted five rockets sitting on launch
stands aimed at Dong Ha. He immediately adjusted
naval gunfire into the area, and as his fuel state
reached its “bingo” level, he turned the mission over
to a relieving Seaworthy aircraft. Close air support
was directed onto the site, and the destruction of the
enemy rocket positions averted an attack on friendly
forces.

Two days later, VMO-G participated in an
emergency extraction which developed into a three-
day operation. The action began on 7 June when
Seaworthy OV-10s were directed to cover the extrac-
tion of recon team “Fighting Mad.” Airborne control
of fixed-wing and helicopter gunships in support of
the mission was conducted despite intense enemy
ground fire for several evolutions while waiting for
the transport helicopters to arrive. Despite the
volume of fire supplied by H-1 gunships, a transport
helicopter was shot down in the zone. More flights of
fixed wing were controlled by the OV-10s against the
well-entrenched enemy, but the second extraction
attempt resulted in a second transport helicopter be-
ing crippled in the zone. As night fell and weather
started to become a problem, Seaworthy aircraft



began coordinating supporting arms for the sur-
rounded Marines. Artillery and close air support by
fixed-wing auack aircraft, C-130 flareships, and
C-47, C-119, and H-1 gunships were controiled by
the OV-10s.

As the sun rose on the 8th, the recon team was still
intact. OV-10s prepped a nearby landing zone for
the insertion of a quick reaction force, while H-1s
provided gunship escort for the CH-46 transports.
The flight was shot out of the zone on the first at-
tempt, but made a successful insert on the second
try. As the day closed the reaction force was in place
and ready to move toward Fighting Mad.

While the helicopter assault by the reaction force
was taking place, another recon team, “American
Beauty,” ran into trouble 4,000 meters west of
Fighting Mad. Twice CH-46s attempting to extract it
had been forced back by enemy fite, and two H-1s
and an OV-10 had taken hits while providing sup-
pressive fire. Fighting Mad's position had stabilized
with the assistance of Marine artillery, permicting
Seaworthy OV-10s to spend che night over American
Beauty, coordinating supporting arms much the
same 2as they had the preceding night for Fighting
Mad.

During the day on 9 June, the reaction force join-
ed up with Fighting Mad and the downed aircrews,
and together they made theit way back to the insert
LZ under cover of VMO-6 aircraft. Late in the day
the recon team and aircrews were taken out, and on
10 June, the reaction force joined up with the second
beleaguered unit, American Beauty. After estab-
lishing a new LZ, American Beauty was extracted
before dusk on 10 June.

The Commanding General, 3d Marine Division,
praised VMO-6 pilots and crewmembers along with
their ProvMag-39 counterparts for the profes-
sionalism and tircless efforts displayed in safely
recovering the two recon teams.

On 17 June, Major Albert K. Charlton, the ex-
ecutive officer, assumed command of VMO-6 from
Lieutenant Colonel Bouldin, who was evacuated to
Balboa Hospital in San Diego, California, due to in-
juries received in his May accident. Also on the 17th
the runway at Quang Tri was closed for repaits and
VMO-6 began operating from three locations. The
UH-1s remained at Quang Tri, operating from a mat
area adjacent to the runway, the OV-10s went to Phu
Bai, and the O-1s moved to Dong Ha. On 23 June
the runway reopened and the fixed-wing
detachments returned to Quang Tri.

A decrease in enemy activity at the end of June
and the first part of July reduced the number of
commitments for VMO-6.

On 2 September, a devastating typhoon hit
Quang Tri with tremendous force. It tore off roofs,
collapsed buildings, and disrupted all operations.

© VMO-6's main hangar collapsed, destroying an 0-1.
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Immediately after the storm, recovery operations
were started and VMO-6 was ready for flight opera-
tions the next day. Most of ProvMAG-39's
helicopters, however, had been damaged because of
high winds. Poor weather followed the storm and
the few missions flown were under cloudy skies and
low ceilings. There was also a lull in action during
the latter part of the month because of a cease fire
initiated by the enemy in observance of Ho Chi
Minh’s death.

During September 1969, VMO-6 prepared for
redeployment as part of the second increment of
U.S. withdrawals from Vietnam, and on 1 October,
the squadron’s advance party arrived at the Marine
Corps Air Facility (MCAF), Futerna, Okinawa. The
H-1s and the majority of the squadron’s personnel,
designated as Detachment A, remained behind,
operating from Phu Bai, while awaiting the arrival of
the amphibious transport dock USS Cleveland (LPD
7). On 8 October, VMO-G’s 18 OV-10 aircraft left
Quang Tri for a four-leg trip to MCAF Futema,
while the Huey pilots remained at Phu Bai and flew
missions for HML-367. On 12 October, VMO-6
came under operational control of MAG-15.

Tenancy on Okinawa and Decommissioning

On 14 October all but two of the squadron’s
OV-10s arrived at Futema. One OV-10 was ground-
ed with mechanical difficulties at Naval Air Station
(NAS), Cubi Point in the Philippines. Another
OV-10 remained at Cubi Point to assist in repairs.
They were both able to join the others at Futema two
days later. Meanwhile, at Phu Bai, the squadron’s
H-1 aircrews were still flying missions for HML-367.
(Eight pilots and four crew chiefs had been assigned
to HML-367 for 30 days’ temporary duty.)

The squadron loaded the rest of its personnel and
H-1 aircraft on board the Cleveland on 21 October;
and departed for Okinawa the next day. Three days
later it arrived at White Beach, in Okinawa, and
started unloading. The Squadron’s H-1s were flown
to MCAF Futema.



VMO-6 spent the next week getting settled into
working spaces and living quarters. All members of
the squadron attended lectures pertaining to
Okinawz and the MCAF Futema regulations. Soon
the H-1s and the OV-10s were in the skies over
Okinawz on training and utility flights. On 18
November 1969 VMO-6 came under operational
control of MAG-36, ending its brief relationship
with MAG-15.

Four years earlier VMO-6 had been a part of
MAG-36 when it had operated from Ky Ha. During
four years of combat in Vietnam, VMO-6 had
distinguished itself, and could look back with pride
and a sense of accomplishment at a job well done.

The squadron's leadership changed hands on 1
December 1969, when Lieutenant Colonel Charlton
relinquished his command to Major Jack A. Bran-
don. Upon his relief, Lieutenant Colonel Charlton
became the Operations Officer of MAG-36. VMO-6
flew training missions to keep its combat edge. The
H-1s supported Matine ground units on the island.

The OV-10s, in addition to operations in Okinawa, -

deployed detachments to Cubi Point for ordnance
training and for use as airborne forward air con-
trollers in numerous operations involving Marines
and the U.S. Air Force.

The squadron again changed hands on 5 May
1970, when Lieutenant Colonel Albert J.
Kohanowich relieved Major Brandon as comman-
ding officer. Even though VMO-6 was stationed in
QOkinawa, it still supported the Vietnam war effort.
It transferred replacement OV-10s to VMO-2 in
Vietnam and sent a detachment of three H-1s, six
Huey pilots, and 11 enlisted Marines to HMM-164
for support of the Special Landing Force (SLF). In
addition to the many detachments the squadron
supported, the normal activities of training con-
tinued. The enlisted men requalified with the rifle,
the officers requalified with the pistol, essential sub-
jects testing was conducted, and emphasis was plac-
ed on physical conditioning.

On 14 January 1971, Lieutenant Colonel Allan H.
Bloom relieved Lieutenant Colone! Kohanowich as
commanding officer. The squadron was now regular-
ly supporting Marine training at Camp Fuji, Japan.
Detachments of OV-10s would deploy to Atsugi,
Japan, to serve as FAC(A) and close air support air-
craft for battalions deployed to Camp Fuji.

On 12 May 1971, two OV-10 aircraft departed for
the Naval Air Station, Atsugi, to support training
exercises at Camp Fuji. Approaching MCAS
Iwakuni, the scheduled refueling stop, the two air-
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craft had a mid-air collision. The crew members
ejected and were picked up at sea by the Japanese
Coast Guard. Miraculously, no one was hurt, but
both aircraft were lost at sea.

On 15 May 1971, Lieutenant Colonel Jerome L.
Norton assumed command of VMO-6. Shortly
thereafter, on 25 June, VMO-6 transferred zll of its
H-1 assets— pilots, maintenance personnel, and air-
craft—to HML-367. For the next six months VMO-6
stressed achieving full aircraft flight time utilization,
while zalso maintaining a comprehensive training
program to increase individual proficiency and
overall squadron readiness. Several months were
devoted to increasing pilot readiness in the specific
areas of night operations, tactical formarion flying,
and ordnance delivery. Aerial observer trainees
received classroom instruction in map reading, radio
communications, airborne forward air control, and
artillery and naval gunfire spotting procedures. They
were then flown locally and on deployments to apply
their newly learned fundamentals in a realistic train-
ing environment.

In addition to providing support to the III MAF
units on Okinawa, VMO-6 participated in III MAF
support deployments to NAS Cubi Point and NAS
Arsugi. Deployments were in support of the 3d
Matine Division, squadrons of the 1st MAW, and
ships of the Seventh Fleet. Another deployment was
in support of the U.S. Air Forces, Japan, in connec-
tion with the Japan International Aerospace Show.

VMO-6 began the new year facing the realization
that within six months all but three of the squadron
officers, including the commanding officer and all
the department heads, plus 80 percent of the
enlisted personnel, were to be transferred to the
United States. A rigorous program of indoctrination
of new personnel in squadron operating procedures
and policies was undertaken which helped ease the
problems associated with a2 massive turnover of per-
sonnel. During March the squadron changed hands
twice, once on the 13th when Major Garry Harlan
relieved Lieutenant Colonel Norton, and again on
30 March, when Lieutenant Colonel Donzld E.
Dilley relieved Major Harlan. Harlan then assumed
duties as executive officer of VMO-6.

With the increase in Communist activity in Viet-
nam, VMO-6 received word on 23 June to be
prepared for deployment on four hours notice.
Squadron personnel immediately turned to readying
equipment in preparation for deployment. The
squadron worked with a fury for two days when word
was received to stand down. There were mixed feel-
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In September 1972, the squadron accepted five
AH-1] “Sea Cobra” helicopters, and became tasked
with traming replacement personnel for HMA-369.
The situation was short lived, however, when in early
1973 the mission and the AH-1Js were taken away.

ings of disappointment and relicf, but at the same
time satisfaction that the squadron had shown it was
still ready to deploy on short notice if required. Dur-
ing September 1972, VMO-6 accepted five AH-1J
“Sea Cobra” helicopters, and became once again a
composite squadron. With the AH-1J, VMO-6 was
able to train replacement pilots and maintenance
personnel for Marine Attack Helicopter Squadron
369 (HMA-369), a recently activated helicopter
squadron operating with Seventh Fleet forces in

North Vietnamese waters.
The Bell AH-1J Sea Cobra was a follow-on design

of the AH-1G “Huey Cobra,” an armed helicopter
developed by the Army and specifically designed for
the gunship mission. The Cobra had a slim,
streamlined fuselage which permitted higher speeds
for more accurate ordnance delivery while reducing
its susceptibility to enemy fire because of its nar-
rower frontal profile. Tandem seating for the crew of
two provided maximum field of view for the pilot
and forward gunner. Stub wings provided attaching
points for externally mounted weapons. The AH-1]
differed from the single-engine AH-1G in having
naval avionics and an 1,800 shaft hotse power Pratt
& Whitney (UACL) T400-CP-400 coupled free-
turbine turboshaft power plant. (This was a military
version of the UACL PT6T-3 Turbo “Twin Pac”
power plant used in Bell's 212/UH-1N helicopter
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modeis.) The engine and transmission were flat
rated for 1,100 shaft horsepower continuous output,
and a maximum of 1,250 shaft horsepower for take-
off or 5 minutes. To compensate for the increased
powet, the tail rotor pylon was strengthened and the
tail rotor blade enlarged. An electrically driven
20mm turret system, developed by the General Elec-
tric Company, was faired into the forward lower
fuselage, and housed an XM-197 three-barrel gun,
which was a lightweight version of the General Elec-
tric M-61 cannon. The AH-1J could attain speeds up
to 207 miles per hour in level flight at maximum
takeoff weight.7!

The possession of Cobras by VMO-6 was short-
lived: on 7 February 1973, the squadron transferred
its last AH-1] to HMA-369. On the 16th of the
month Lieutenant Colonel Dilley relinquished com-
mand of the squadron to Major Jesse N. Keathley.
The squadron continued its training and deploy-
ment schedule and kept aircraft and crews continual-
ly ready for combat operations. Training emphasis
was placed on aerial photography, map-reading,
visual reconnaissance, formation flying, and instru-
ment flying.

On 11 December 1973, an OV-10 piloted by Cap-
tain Raymond D. Stetser, Jr., crashed near NAS
Cubi Point while on a FAC(A) training mission in
support of VMA-211. Although the co-pilot, First
Lieutenant John S. Crowell, ejected and received on-
ly minor 1njuries, Caprtain Stetser was fatally injured
due to a late ejection.

On 21 June 1974, Major Jack R. Zellich relieved
Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Finn as commanding
officer of VMO-6. (Finn had taken over the
squadron when he relicved Licutenant Colonel
Keathley on 12 October 1973.) Less than a month
later, on 7 July 1974, Lieutenant Colonel Barry F.
Skinner took command of VMO-6. Deployments to
Atsugi, Cubi Point, and Korea continued. It was a
rare occasion when all of the squadron personnel and
aircraft were together at Futema.

In March 1975, two aircrews were sent to Tainan
Air Base, Taiwan, to work with elements of the
Chinese Air Force (CAF). Shortly after their arrival,
on 25 March, the two aircrews were unexpectedly
tasked into direct support of the Combat Air Com-
mand, Chinese Air Force. On 24 March, three CAF
T-38s, with six pilots, had been lost in nearly inac-
cessible mountain terrain 40 miles northeast of
Tainan as a result of a mid-air collision. After timely
liaison with U.S. Air Force advisors and the CAF
Rescue Coordination Center, the VMO-6 aircrews



ported numerous operations in Japan,

flew two sorties each in an unsuccessful search and
rescue effort on the 25th and 26th of March.
Although the aircrews sighted two parachutes and
one apparent survivor, further rescue attempts were
hampered by inclement weather, hazardous terrain,
and darkness. At a squadron formation on 30 May,
Captain Clifferd J. Crews, Captain Richard
Chandler, Captain Charles R. Donofrio, and Gun-
nery Sergeant Edward E. Alexander received letters
of appreciation and commendation from Lieutenant
General Yao Cazc Yuan, CG Combat Air Com-
mand, CAF; Brigadier General Lynwood E. Clark,
CG, 327th Air Division (PACAF); and Major
General Norman W. Gourley, CG, 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing, for their search and rescue efforts.

With the entire rotary wing strength of MAG-36
committed to Operations Eagle Pull and Frequent
Wing, the evacuations of Phnom Penh and Saigon
respectively, VMO-6's local commitments increased
during April. The additional responsibility of pro-
viding flight time to MAG-34 staff members also fell
upon the squadron. As a result, the squadron
devoted 65 percent of its total flight hours each
month to proficiency flying for augment pilots in
comparison to the previous average of 43 percent. In
June, VMO-6 flew three of its 13 aircraft to NAS
Cubi Point for further transfer to the United States.
That was the initial reduction of aircraft assigned to
the squadron.

Lieutenant Colonel Skinner relinquished his com-
mand to VMO-§'s executive officer, Major Robert G.
Whaley, on 18 July 1975. Major Whaley was a
former member of VMO-6 and had been a member
of the squadron when it first arrived in Vietnam, fly-
ing UH-1s from Ky Ha. Whaley’s tour as comman-
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Squadron OV-10s on their flight line at MCAS Futema, Qkinawa. The unit also sup-

Korea, the Philippines, and Taiwan.
ding officer was short as Lieutenant Colonel Leland
O. Waymire assumed command on 2 August 1975.

The squadron, still based at Futema, conducted
local training with ground units in the central and
northern training areas of Okinawa; controlled tac-
tical aircraft in ordnance training at bombing ranges
on the smaller islands of the Ryukyu Island chain;
flew radar controlled simulated bombing runs to in-
crease radar operators’ proficiency; and provided lec-
tures to ground troops on the methods of controlling
aircraft. The squadron extended its range of opera-
tions by sending eight detachments, over the next
several months to airfields in Korea, Japan, and the
Philippines to support various sea, land, and air ex-
ercises.

On 12 July 1976, Lieutenant Colonel Larry E.
Byers relieved Licutenant Colonel Waymire as com-
manding officer of VMO-6. The tenure of Lieute-
nant Colonel Byers’ command was to be short due to
the scheduled deactivation of VMO-6 on 1 January
1977. In preparation for the decommissioning, per-
sonnel were no longer assigned to the squadron.
Operational commitments continued to be met
despite a steady decrease in personnel, but by
November aircrew strength had dropped to less than
one pilot per assigned aircraft.

The last command chronology submitted by
VMO-6 stated, “31 December, last day in the history
of VMO-6.”

VMO-6 is no longer on the active Marine Corps
rolls. Its many accomplishments and the men who
served it faithfully through nearly five decades will
not be forgotten. Its proud traditions he waiting to
inipire @ new generation of Marines should the need
arise to uncase the colors.
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Appendix A
CHRONOLOGY

1 Decembet
24 August

1 September

1 July

27 January
16 February-1 September

1 September

30 June
20 November

1 January

January-February
1 March
March-July

25 July

October

May

1 June

20 December
January

1 October
July-August
August 1950-March

March-April
22 Aprl

1920
1922
1925
1927

1928
1928

1928

1933
1944

1945

1945
1945
194

to4)
1945

1946
1946
1946
1947

1947
1930
1955

1955
1955

Flight E, 3d Air Squadron established at Marine Barracks, Quantico,
Virginia.

Flight E, 3d Air Squadron redesignated Division 1, Fighting Squadron
1, First Aviation Group, Quantico, Virginia.

Division 1, Fighting Squadron 1 redesignated Division 1, Observation
Squadron 3.

Division 1, Observation Squadron 3, redesignated Division 1, Observa-
tion Squadron 6, East Coast Expeditionary Force, Quantico, Virginia.
Departed for expeditionary duty in Nicaragua.

Assigned to Air Squadrons, 2d Brigade for counter-insurgency opera-
tions against the Sandinista rebels.

Administratively transferred from Air Squadrons, 2d Brigade to East
Coast Expeditionary Force, Quantico, Vitginia.

Deactivated at Quantico, Virginia. '

Reactivated as Marine Obsetvation Squadton 6 at Marine Cotps Air
Station, Quantico, Virginia

Relocated to Marine Corps Air Depot, Miramar, San Diego, California,
and reassigned to Marine Fleet Air, West Coast.

Deployed to Guadalcanal and reassigned to Aircraft, FMF.

Reassigned to 2d Marine Aircraft Wing.

Participated in the Okinawa Campaign.

Reassigned to Marine Aircraft Group 21, 4th Marine Aircraft Wing.
Deployed to Tsingtao, China, and reassigned to Marine Aircraft Group
32, lst Marine Aircraft Wing.

Reassigned to Marine Aircraft Group 25, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing.
Reassigned to Headquarters, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing.

Reassigned to the 7th Marines (Rein), 1st Marine Division (Rein).
Relocated to Camp Pendleton, California, and reassigned to Marine
Air, West Coast.

Reassigned to 1st Marine Aircraft Wing.

Deployed to Pusan, Kotea.

Participated in the Korean conflict operating from Pusan, Chinhae, In-
chon, Yonpo, and Pohang-dong.

Relocated to Camp Pendleton, California.

Reassigned to Air, FMF Pacific.
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15 September 1955
5 February 1956

1 July 1956
November 1962

August 1965
September 1963-October 1969
October 1969

November 1969
1 January 1977

Reassigned to 3d Marine Aircraft Wing.

Reassigned to Marine Wing Headquarters Group, 3d Marine Aircraft
Wing.

Reassigned to Matine Aircraft Group 36, 3d Marine Aircraft Wing.
Detachment participated in operations relating to the Cuban Missile
Crisis.

Deployed to Republic of Vietnam and reassigned to the 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing.

Participated in the war in Vietnam operating from Da Nang, Ky Ha,
Chu Lai, Phu Bai, and Quang Tri.

Relocated to Marine Corps Air Facility, Futerna, Okinawa and reassign-
ed to Marine Aircraft Group 15.

Reassigned to Marine Aircraft Group 36.

Deactivated at Marine Corps Air Station, Futema, Okinawa.



Appendix B
COMMANDING OFFICERS

2dLeRobert H. Rhoads ... ..o e 1Jul 1927-7 Jul 1927
IstLe Jay D. Swartwout . .. ..o 8Jul 1927-10 Aug 1927
Istlt Horace C. Busbey . ... .. . . . 11 Aug 1927-27 Sep 1927
CaptWilliam C. Byrd ... ... . ... . ... ... ... 28 Sep 1927-7 Mar 1928
IstLt George H. Towner Jr. ... .. ... o 8 Mar 1928-19 Jul 1928
2dLeJamesB. McHugh ... .. ... ... ... ... oo 20Jul 1928-31 Aug 1928
2dLeJohn S.E. Young. ... 1 Sep 1928-12 Sep 1928
1stLe William R. Hughes . ... . ... .. .. . o 13 Sep 1928-3 Oct 1928
CaptJohnB. Neill Jr. . ... oo 4 Oct 1928-23 Dec 1928
IstLt Hayne D. Boyden . ... . ... ... .. ... .. .. ... . i 24 Dec 1928-30 Dec 1928
CaptJohn B. Neill Jr. .. ... .o 31 Dec 1928-4 Jan 1929
Chief Matine Gunnet William L. Erdman ................... ...... ... 5Jan 1929-17 Jan 1929
CaptRussell A. Presley ... ... ... ... .. 18 Jan 1929-14 May 1929
IstLe Willilam R. Hughes ......... ... .. .. .. ... ... ... 15 May 1929-22 May 1929
Istht George H. TownerJr.. .. ... ... .. . . . . 23 May 1929-31 May 1929
1stLt Stephen A. McClellan . ... . ... ... .. ... ... 1 Jun 1929-9 jun 1929
2ALE Willam P YOUNES .« .ottt 10 Jun 1929
2dLeFrank M. June . ... .o 11 Jun 1929-12 Jun 1929
Isthe George H. TownerJr. . ... . ... 13 Jun 1929-1 Jul 1929
Istle Vetnon M. Guymon . ........ ... ... 2]Jul 1929-2 Sep 1929
IstLe Willlam G. Manley ... ..o oo 3 Sep 1929
IstLt Geotge H. Towner Jr. . .. .. ... . 4 Sep 1929-10 Jan 1930
1stLe Clatence J. Chappell ... .. ... i 11 Jan 1930-18 Jan 1930
IstLt Geotge H. Towater Jr. ... ... . 19 Jan 1930-29 Jan 1930
1stLe Clarence J. Chappell ....... .. b 30Jan 1930
1stle George H. TownerJr. ... ... i 31Jan 1930-22 Jun 1930
2dLt Raymond C. Scollin .. ... ... ... ... oL 23 Jun 1930-24 Jun 1930
Istle George H. TownerJr. ... ... .. . . ... .. ... ... ... 25Jun 1930-8 Aug 1930
CaptHarold C. Major . ... ... ... ... 9 Aug 1930-11 Aug 1930
IstltGeorge H. TownerJr. ......... ... ... i 12 Aug 1930-13 Aug 1930
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CaptHarold C. Major . ...... ... ... i 14 Aug 1930-10 Sep 1930

IstLe Clarence J. Chappell . ... ... o 11 Sep 1930-28 Sep 1930
2dLeWalter L. Bayler . ... ... ... . 29 Sep 1930-1 Oct 1930
IstLe Clarence J. Chappell .. .. ... . . o 20Oct 1930-21 Dec 1930
2dLe Walter L.]. Bayler .. ......... ... ... .. ... ... ... ....22Dec 1930-10 Jan 1931
stLt ClarenceJ. Chappell . ... ... .. .. 11 Jan 1931-14 Jan 1931
Istle Pierson E. Conradt ... ..o 15Jan 1931-20 Feb 1931
IstLt Donald G. WAllis .. ... ..oe 21 Feb 1931-23 Feb 1931
IstLePietson E. Conradt. ... ... oo 24 Feb 1931-9 Mar 1931
IstLe Clarence ). Chappell ... ... oo 10 Mar 1931-14 Mar 1931
lstLe Pierson E. Conradt . ... ... ... .. o 15 Mar 1931-31 Mar 1931
LstLe William O. Brice . .. .. ... e 1 Apr1931-7 Apr 1931
IstLe Pierson BE. Conradt . ..o 8 Apr1931-9 Apr 1931
IstLt William O. Brice.. ... ... . 10 Apr 1931-9 May 1931
Istlt Pierson E. Conradt ... ... ..o 10 May 1931-16 May 1931
IstLt William O. Brice .. ... .. ... 17 May 1931-2 Jul 1931
IstLe Clarence ). Chappell .. ... ... oo o 3Jul 1931-31 Aug 1931
IstLe Albere D. Cooley ... .. ... o 1 Sep 1931-2 Sep 1931
IstLr Clarence ]. Chappell .. ... . .o o 3 Sep 1931-8 Sep 1931
IstLe William O. Brice .. .. ... ... 9 Sep 1931-1 Oct 1931
1stLe Clarence J. Chappell . ... ... 20ct 1931-2 Mar 1932
Isthe Frank M. June .. ... oo 3 Mar 1932-2 Apr 1932
1stLe ClarenceJ. Chappell. ... .. ... .. 3 Apr 1932-18 Aug 1932
Istbe Erwin G. Taylor .. ... ... oo 19 Aug 1932-22 Aug 1932
IstLe Clarence J. Chappell . ... ... ..o oo 23 Aug 1932-26 Aug 1932
IstLe Erwin G, Taylor. . ... ... oL oo 27 Aug 1932-6 Sep 1932
1stLe Clarence ). Chappell . .. .. ... ... 7 Sep 1932-2 Jan 1933
IstLe Erwin G Taylor . ... oo 3 Jan 1933-7 Jan 1933
Istle David L. Cloud Jr. . ... ..o 8Jan 1933-9 Jan 1933
1stLe Clarence J. Chappell .. ... ... 10 Jan 1933-6 Feb 1933
IstLeErwin G. Taylor ... ..o o o 7 Feb 1933-23 Feb 1933
2dLtFrank G. Dailey ... ... ... . ... . 24 Feb 1933-28 Feb 1933
IstltErwin G Taylor. ..o oo o 1 Mar 1933-5 Mar 1933
IstLt Clarence . Chappell .. ... ... .. 6 Mar 1933-28 Mar 1933
2dLtFrank G. Daily .. .. ... o 29 Mar 1933-2 Apr 1933

IstLt Clarence J. Chappell* ... .. .. . . . 3 Apr1933-30 Jun 1933

*Many of the officers listed above served in the capacity of “acting
commanding officer,” however our only complete and official
source —the unit muster rolls—fails o make any distinetion in
this matter.

1stLt Thomas G. Alderson ... ... . ... . . . . .. . .. 20 Nov 1944-22 Nov 1944
Capt Donald R. Garrett . .. ... ... i 23 Nov 1944-16 Sep 1945
CaptJoe WL Fitts, Jr. ... 17 Sep 1945-14 Dec 1945
Istbe Edward 8. John .. ... 15 Dec 1945-25 May 1946



CaptRichard B. Cropley . . ... 26 May 1946-21 Aug 1946

CaptJames N.CUpp ....... ... i 22 Aug 1946-23 Oct 1946
CaptRichard B. Cropley ............ ... 24 Oct 1946-12 Dec 1946
CaptHaroldF.Brown ......................... e 13 Dec 1946-19 Apr 1948
CaptRichard B. Cropley ....... ... . .o 20 Apr 1948-20 Oct 1948
MajRobert G. Howie. ... ........ ... i 21 Oct 1948-1 Jul 1950
Capt William C. Parker, Jr. .... ... e 2 Jul 1950
Maj Vincent]. Gottschalk .. ... ... ..o 3Jul 1950-31 Mar 1951
Capt Clarence W. Parkins . ... ... i 1 Apr1951-4 Apr 1951
Maj David W. McFarland . ........... ... 5 Apr1951-5 Oct 1951
MajAllen H Ringblom ....... ... ... .. ... .. 6 Oct 1951-31 Oct 1951
MajKenneth C. Smedley ................. ... 1 Nov 1951-25 Nov 1951
MajEdward R. Polgrean . ............... ... ... ...l 26 Nov 1951-30 Jan 1952
MajKenneth C. Smedley ........ ... ... o 31 Jan 1952-10 Feb 1952
Maj William C. McLean, Jr. . ... 11 Feb 1952-26 Feb 1952
LeCol William T. Herring ... .. ... e 27 Feb 1952-9 May 1952
Maj Wallace . Slappey, Jr. ... oo 10 May 1952-10 Sep 1952
LeCol ELkin 8. Dew .. ..o oo e e 11 Sep 1952-2Feb 1953
LiCol William A. Cloman, Jr. ... ... i e 3 Feb 1953-30 Jun 1953
LtCol EarlE. Anderson .. ... oo 1Jul 1953-7 Dec 1953
LtCol John H. King, Jr. ... .o 8 Diec 1953-31 May 1954
LiCol Matt S. Ober, Jr. ... .. ... ... e 1Jun 1954-20 Sep 1954
Maj Robert L. Rathbun. ........... .o 21 Sep 1954-7 Dec 1954
MajLeonard A. Miller ... ... 8 Dec 1954-19 May 1955
MajMontL. Beamon . ............ o 20 May 1955-6 Oct 1956
Maj Clifford W. Buckingham . .. ... 7 Oct 1956-17 Sep 1957
LtCol Harold F. Brown . .. ... oo e 18 Sep 1957-20 Sep 1959
LtCol Clyde S. Stewart . .........oovii 21 Sep 1959-1 Mar 1961
Maj Arnold W. Barden .......... ... 2 Mar 1961-22 Jul 1961
LtCol Henry K. Bruce . . oo vvv oo e e e e 23 Jul 1961-23 Feb 1963
LtCol Joseph L. Freitas, Jr. ................. .. e 24 Feb 1963-23 Feb 1964
LtCol George F.Bauman . ........ ... i 24 Feb 1964-21 Feb 1965
LtCol Robert J. Zitnik. .. .. ... e 22 Feb 1965-22 Mar 1966
Maj Robert E. Presson . .. ..o oo 23 Mar 1966-10 Jun 1966
Maj William]. Goodsell . .......... ... i 11 Jun 1966-16 Jun 1966
MajRawley M. Gregory . ... . ... 17 Jun 1966-22 Jul 1966
Maj William R. Maloney .. ............. ... 23 Jul 1966-26 Mar 1967
LiCol Joseph A. Nelson . ... ... 27 Mar 1967-16 Sep 1967
LiCol William J. White .. ... .o i 17 Sep 1967-24 Mar 1968
MajBertram A. Maas .. ........ ..o e 25 Mar 1968-20 Sep 1968
MajHans A. Zander. .. .. ... ..o 21 Sep 1968-1 Apr 1969
LeCol BillyD. Bouldin . ... ... ..o 2 Apr 1969-17 Jun 1969
Maj Albert K. Charlton .. .. .. e 18 Jun 1969-30 Nov 1969
MajJack A.Brandon .. ........... ... 1 Dec 1969-5 May 1970
LtCol Albert J. Kohanowich . .. ..........o oo 6 May 1970-13 Jan 1971



LiCol Allan H. Bloom . ....... .. ... ... .. .. .. . 14 Jan 1971-14 May 1971

LtCol Jerome L. Norton ... ... oo 15 May 1971-14 Mar 1972
MajGarry Harlan .. ... ..o 15 Mar 1972-29 Mar 1972
LeCol Donald E. Dilley ... ... . 30 Mar 1972-16 Mar 1973
MajJesse N. Keathley ...... ... . .. . . . . ... . ... ... . . ... ... ... 17 Mar 1973-12 Oct 1973
LtCol Robert C.Finn. ... ... .. . 13 Oct 1973-21 Jun 1974
MajJackR. Zellich ... .o . 22 Jun 1974-9 Jul 1974
LeCol Barry F. Skinner ... ..o o 10 Jul 1974-17 Jul 1975
MajRobert G. Whaley ........... ... .. ... . .. ... ... ... ... 18 Jul 1975-2 Aug 1975
LeCol Leland O. Waymire. .. ........... . ... .. ... . ... ... ......... 3 Aug 1975-12 Jul 1976
LeColLarrcy E. Byers ... ... 13 Jul 1976-31 Dec 1976
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Appendix C
HONORS

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION STREAMER WITH FOUR BRONZE STARS
World War 11, Okinawa, 1 April - 21 June 1945
Korea, 2 August 1950 - 27 July 1953
Korea, 7 August - 7 September 1950
Korea, 15 September - 11 October 1950
Vietnam, 1 September 1965 - 24 April 1967 and 6 June - 15 September 1967

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY) STREAMER
Kotea, 22 November - 14 December 1950

NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION STREAMER WITH TWO BRONZE STARS
Korea, 1 August 1952 - 27 July 1953
Vietnam, 4 September 1965 - 24 August 1966
Vietnam, 16 April - 16 October 1968

MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION STREAMER
Vietnam, 17 October 1968 - 30 June 1969

SECOND NICARAGUAN CAMPAIGN STREAMER
16 February - 31 August 1928

ASIATIC-PACIFIC CAMPAIGN STREAMER WITH ONE BRONZE STAR
Okinawa Gunto Operation, 1 April - 30 June 1945

WORLD WAR II VICTORY STREAMER
20 November 1944 - 31 December 1946

CHINA SERVICE STREAMER
12 October 1945 - 3 January 1947

KOREAN SERVICE STREAMER WITH TWOQ SILVER STARS
North Korean Aggression, 2 August - 2 November 1950
Inchon Landing, 13 - 17 September 1950
Communist China Aggression, 3 November 1950 - 24 January 1951
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First UN Counteroffensive, 25 January - 21 April 1951
Communist China Spring Offensive, 22 April - 8 July 1951

UN Summer-Fall Offensive, 9 July - 27 November 1951

Second Korean Winter, 28 November 1951 - 30 April 1952
Korean Defense, Summer-Fall 1952, 1 May - 30 November 1952
Thitd Korean Winter, 1 December 1952 - 30 April 1953

Korea, Summer-Fall 1953, 1 May - 27 July 1953

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE STREAMER WITH ONE BRONZE STAR

27 June 1950 - 27 June 1954
1 January 1961 - 15 August 1974

ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY STREAMER
Cuba, 7 November - 29 November 1962

VIETNAM SERVICE STREAMER WITH TWO SILVER STARS
Vietnam Defense Campaign, 1 September - 24 December 1965
Vietnamese Counteroffensive Campaign, 25 December 1965 - 30 June 1966
Vietnamese Counteroffensive Phase 11, 1 July 1966 - 31 May 1967
Vietnamese Counteroffensive Phase 111, 1 June 1967 - 29 January 1968
Tet Counteroffensive, 30 January - 1 April 1968
Vietnamese Counteroffensive, Phase IV, 2 April - 30 June 1968
Vietnamese Counteroffensive, Phase V, 1 July - 1 November 1968
Vietnamese Counteroffensive Operation, Phase VI, 2 November 1968 - 22 February 1969
Tet 69 Counteroffensive, 23 February - 8 June 1969
Vietnam, Summer-Fall Campaign 1969, 9 June - 12 October 1969

KOREAN PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION STREAMER
Korea, 2 August 1950 - 27 July 1953

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION GALLANTRY CROSS COLOR
Vietnam, 1 September 1965 - 20 September 1969

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM MERITORICUS UNIT CITATION CIVIL ACTIONS COLOR
21 September 1969 - 12 Qctober 1969



Appendix D
MEDAL OF HONOR

The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL
OF HONOR to

MAJOR STEPHEN W. PLESS
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serv-
ing as a helicopter gunship pilot attached to Marine Observation Squadron Six in action against enemy forces
near Quang Ngai, Republic of Vietnam, on 19 August 1967. During an escort mission Major (then Caprain)

Major Stephen W. Pless
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Pless monitored an emergency call that four American soldiers stranded on a nearby beach, were being over-
whelmed by a large Viet Cong force. Major Pless flew to the scene and found 30 to 50 enemy soldiers in the
open. Some of the enemy weze bayoneting and beating the downed Americans. Major Pless displayed excep-
tional airmanship as he launched a devastating attack against the enemy force, killing or wounding many of
the enemy and driving the remainder back into a treeline. His rocket and machine gun attacks were made at
such low levels that the aircraft flew through debris created by explosions from its rockets. Seeing one of the
wounded soldiers gesture for assistance, he maneuvered his helicopter into a position between the wounded
men and the enemy, providing a shield which permitted his crew to retrieve the wounded. During the rescue
the enemy directed intense fire at the helicopter and rushed the aireraft again and again, closing to within a
few feet before being beaten back. When the wounded men were aboard, Major Pless maneuvered the
helicopter out to sea. Before it became safely airborne, the overloaded aircraft settled four times into the
water, Displaying superb airmanship, he finally got the helicopter aloft. Major Pless’ extraordinary heroism
coupled with his outstanding flying skill prevented the annihilation of the tiny force. His courageous actions
reflect great credit upon himself and uphold the greatest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States
Naval Service.
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Appendix E
SQUADRON INSIGNIA

During the early years the insignia displayed on
VO-6M aircraft was the standard Marine Corps
emblem of “eagle, globe, and anchor.” This insignia
was common to all Marine Corps aircrafe.*

*During the “airshow” era of the early 19305 the VO-6M
demonstration team did wear an insignia on their flight jackets.
The insignia was a seven inch circle with a border in white of one

- inch and a center field of red. *VO-6M" was in black letters at the

top and “Hell-Divers” at the bottom of the white border. A div-
ing, sepia-colored Helldiver was centered on the patch. (No
photographs or drawings of this insignia could be located.)

The first officially approved squadron insignia
reflected the “grasshopper” tradition of Marine
Corps observation squadrons. The combination of
an insect-like appearance and the general misuse of
the “Grasshopper” designation for Marine observa-
tion aircraft, as well as an operational routine requir-
ing flights in and out of small, unprepared fields did
much to perpetuate this tradition.

The use of the “cat” came about in the early
1950s, and although minor variations creeped in,
the “cat” design became synonymous with VMO-6.




Connotations about the unit's missions of observa-
tion, forward air control (FAC(A)), medical evacua-
tion, and gunship were provided through equip-
ment depicted in the vatious insignia versions such
as: binoculars, “flashes” emitting from a radio
antenna, the stretcher, and the rocket. The propeller
“speed lines” on the “cat’s” tail symbolized a
helicopter tail-rotor and tepresented the influence of

heticoptets in the squadron.

In 1972 a temporaty, but radical, change was
made in the unit's insignia. This new design was
heavily influenced by the prominence of the FAC(A)
mission and the use of the OV-10 “Bronco” to carry
thar mission out. However, in 1975 the squadron
returned to the use of the “cat” insignia, citing the
tradition and legend surrounding the “cat” and a
desite to reestablish a link to the heritage of the
VMO-6 Marines of Korea and Vietnam.
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Appendix F
VMO-6'S HELICOPTER PIONEERS

Marine Observation Squadron 6 made aviation are the names of those pioneer helicopter personnel
histosy by proving on the battlefields of Korea the = who transferred from Marine Helicopter Squadron 1
great military utility of the helicopter. Listed below (HMX-1) to VMO-6 in July 1950, for duty in Kotea.

Capt Victor A. Armstrong
1stLt Arthur R. Bancroft
1stLt Lloyd J. Engelhardt

Capt George B. Farish

1stLt Robert A. Longstaff
1stLt Gustave F. Lueddeke Jr.
IstLt Max Nebergall

Capt Eugene J. Pope

PFC James E. Bailey

Sgt James E. Barnitz

PFC Leonard H. Bitney
Pvt Francis G. Bonin

Cpl John S. Boyden

Cpl George J. Burns
PFC Robert F. Burrow
PFC Charles A. Chapman
Sgt Harold W. Cleveland
PFC Luther B. Cook
SSgt William F. Coret
Sgt Gene T. Elliot

Cpl George A. Gorse
TSgt Daniel W. Hall Jr.
PFC Robert C. Heron

+ U8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1982 - 389-515 - 814/%4

Cpl John A. Kaczmarek
TSgt Charles A. King Jr.
SSgt Hetbert J. Kroeger
TSgt Walter E. Lander Sr.
Cpl Edwin F. Lester

PFC Harold Mayes

Sgt Donald G. Myers

PFC Avery C. Norris

SSgt Edward J. Oliver Jr.
Cpl Douglas Petty

PFC Paul N. Rooney

PFC Edward W. Smith
PFC William G. Toerne
PFC James D. Westendorf
PFC Joseph H. Wilson Jr.












The squadron insignia of VMO-6 is
shown on the back cover. For a detailed
history of the insignia and other illustra-
rions see Appendix E,
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