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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS  
ROLE 

As the bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ crisis response force and force in readiness, Marines remain forward 
deployed, ready to fight and win tonight.  As Marines have always done, we will  continue to 
seek new opportunities and develop solutions that maintain an overwhelming tactical 
advantage over any adversary. 

      General Robert B. Neller, USMC 

      37th Commandant of the Marine Corps 

Å The Marine Corps shall be organized, trained, and equipped to provide fleet marine 
forces of combined arms, together with supporting air components, for service with the 
fleet in the seizure or defense of advanced naval bases and for the conduct of such land 
operations as may be essential to the prosecution of a naval campaign.  

Å The Marine Corps shall develop, in coordination with the Army and the Air 
Force, those phases of amphibious operations that pertain to the tactics, 
technique, and equipment used by landing forces. 

      10 U.S. Code § 5063 
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
ROLES AND MISSIONS  

National Security Act of 1947 directed the Marine  
Corps to conduct: 

ÅThe seizure or defense of advanced naval bases and other 
land operations to support naval campaigns 

ÅThe development of tactics, techniques and equipment 
used by amphibious landing forces 

ÅSuch other duties as the President may direct 
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS  
ROLES AND MISSIONS  

άώ¢ƘŜ Marine Corps] has fully demonstrated the vital need for the 
existence of a strong force in readiness.  Such a force, versatile, 
fast-moving, and hard-hitting, will  constantly have a powerful 
impact in relation to minor international disturbancesΧ Such a 
force can prevent the growth of potentially large conflagrations 
by prompt and vigorous action during their incipient states Χ  The 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ shock troops must be the most ready when the nation is 
generally least readyΧ to provide a balanced force in readiness 
for a naval campaign and, at the same time, a ground and air 
striking force ready to suppress or contain international 
disturbances short of large-scale war.έ 

 82nd Congress - 1952 
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United States Marine Corps  
Enduring Principles  

Marines are focused on combat; every 
Marine is a rifleman. 
Marines are ready, relevant, and forward 
deployed. 
Marines are innovative, adaptable, and 
versatile; Marines win. 
Marines do what is right for the Nation. 
Marines keep their honor clean. 
Marines take care of their own. 
The Marine Corps is a naval expeditionary 
force. 
The Marine Corps is an integrated 
combined arms organization of 
complementary air, ground, and logistics 
components. 
The Marine Corps is a good steward of 
ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 
 2/18/2016  U N C L A S S I F I E D  5 



HISTORY OF THE CORPS 

Established 10 November 1775  
Naval Service (1775-1900) 
ÅShips detachments, navy yard barracks, 

provisional forces for expeditionary 
service ashore 

Small Wars (1900-1940 and presently) 
Å Irregular warfare and counter-insurgency 
ÅState Department troops 

Conventional Wars (1916 ς 1991) 
ÅWWI, WWII, Korea, Desert Storm 

Hybrid Wars (1965, 2001, 2003, and 
presently) 
ÅVietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ фмм CƻǊŎŜ όмфус ς present) 
ÅAmphibious, expeditionary, air-ground- 

logistics task force 
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MARINE TRAINING  

All Marines receive basic infantry training 
ÅMarine Officers are trained to serve as platoon commanders 

ÅEnlisted Marines receive Marine Corps Combat Skills training 

aŀǊƛƴŜ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΥ ά/ŜƴǘǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ŘŜŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ 
ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴέ 

Commanders intent allows for flexibility of execution 

Delegate responsibility to the lowest level 

Initiative and autonomy expected of junior Marines 
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A crucible of tough training 
Physical and moral courage 
Ethical warriors ς steeped in core 
values 
Small unit leaders biased for 
action, trusted, accountable 
!ŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΧ ŀƴȅ 
mission 

MARINE ETHOS  
  INSTITUTIONAL ETHOS  
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Expeditionary mindset ς 
ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨƭƛǾŜ ƘŀǊŘΩ 
Warfighting philosophy over 
warfighting methodology 
A young force, frequently 
deployed, always challenged 



MARINE CORPS ORGANIZATION  

Supporting Establishment 
Å Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps (HQMC) 
Å Recruiting, Educating, Training, Equipping 
Å Bases and Stations 

 

Operating Forces 
Å Service Component Commands 
Å Marine Air Ground Task Forces (MAGTFs) 
Å Chem/Bio Incident Response Force (CBIRF) 
Å Marine Corps Security Force Regiment 
Å Marine Corps Embassy Security Group 
Å Marine Forces Cyber Command 
Å Marine  Special Operations Command 
Å HMX-1 Presidential Support Squadron 

 

Marine Corps Forces Reserve 
Å Selected Marine Corps Reserve (SMCR) 
Å Active Reserve (AR) 
Å Individual Ready Reserve (IRR) 
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MARINE CORPS INSTALLATIONS  
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES 
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US ARMY 

Ground  

US NAVY 

Oceans 

US AIR FORCE  

Air & Space 

THE MARINE CORPS LANE  

ñéat the front door of crisis and conflict, we possess the finesse, the training 
and the tools to knock at the door diplomatically, pick the lock skillfully, or kick 
it in violently .ò        35 th  CMC Planning Guidance 2010  

High state of readiness 
Inherently expeditionary 
Scalable & task organized 
Amphibious 
Any clime and place 
Joint partner & enabler 
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