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FOREWORD

This diary recounts the experiences and i npressions of
Captain Alfred Austell Cunni ngham the first Marine aviator,
during his tour of British and French aviation facilities
i n Novenber and Decenber 1917. The docunent reyeal s much
about the character and personality of a notable Mrine and

gives a view of wartine England and France as seen through
hi s eyes.

Dr. Graham A. Cosnhas, the editor, joined the staff of
the Division of History and Miuseumnms in Decenber 1973 after
teaching history at the University of Texas and the Univer-
sity of Guam He has a PhD in History fromthe University
of Texas and has published several articles .on United States
mlitary history, as well as a book on the U S. Arny in
t he Spani sh- Aneri can War.

The Cunni ngham diary, is presented here by itself as
a preview of a larger collection of Cunni ngham nateri al s
fromwerld War | which will be edited by Dr. Cosmas and
publ i shed next year by the Hi story and Miseuns Division.
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PREFACE

During Novenber and Decenber 1917, Captain Alfred A
Cunni ngham the first Marine Corps aviator, travelling under
orders from Maj or General Commandant George Barnett, toured
the battlefronts and flying fields of France to observe
Al lied air operations and training.

In 1917, Cunni ngham was the Marine Corps's de facto
director of aviation. He had joined the Corps in 1909 and
as a-first lieutenant stationed at the Phil adel phia Navy
Yard nade his first experinental flights in a crude airplane
whi ch he rented at his own expense. In May 1912, the Marine
Cor ps sent Cunni nghamto Annapolis for Navy pilot training.
He sol oed early in August of that sane year and on 5 March
1913 was designated a naval aviator. During the next four
years, as Marine aviation slowy grew, Cunni ngham | oined
by a few other far-sighted Marines, continually worked and
argued to pronpte its interests. On 26 February 1917,

Cunni ngham recei ved orders to organi ze at the Phil adel phi a
Navy Yard the Marines' first tactical aviation unit, called
initially the Marine Corps Aeronautic Conpany. At this
tine, Marine aviation nuster rolls carried the nanes of
seven avi ators and 43-ground personnel

Wth the declaration of war against Germany in April
1917, Marine aviation, with Aeronautic Conpany as its nu-
cleus, joined the rest of the Corps in rapid expansion.

Cunni ngham began | ooking for a way to get his force of nen
and machines into front-line conbat. To this end, he made
his trip to France. He brought back fromhis tour a pro-
posal for the creation of a Northern Bombi ng G oup conposed
of squadrons of Navy and narine | and planes with the m ssion
of attacking German U boat bases on the Bel gi an coast.

This plan won the backing of the General Board of the Navy,
and on 11 March 1918 Cunni ngham recei ved instructions to
organi ze the First Marine Aviation Force -- the first Marine.
air organi zation ever to fly in conbat.

During his tour of the war front in 1917, Captain
Cunni ngham kept this diary, which was acquired by the Minu-
script Collection of the Marine Corps Miseum i n Novenber
1973 as part of a gift of Cunni ngham materials made by
Ms. Al exander H Jefferies, sister-in-law of the | ate
Ms. Alfred AL Cunningham The original of the diary is
now | ocated in the Alfred A Cunni ngham Papers (PC 459)
in the Marine Corps Miuseum Col | ections Unit, Building 198,
Washi ngt on Navy Yard.



The diary, kept in tiny, neat handwiting in a smal
pocket not ebook, begins on 3 Novenber 1917 with Cunni ngham s
sailing from New York on board the S. S. St. Paul . After
a description of a rough wi nter passage through the North
Atlantic U boat zone, the entries record the confusion, in-
conveni ences, and hardshi ps of wartinme London and Paris and
contain repeated expressions of honesickness, along with
sonetimes acid comment on the French people and cul ture.

Begi nning with the entry of 23 Novenber, Cunni ngham
records his visits to the French flying schools south of
Paris at Tours, Avord, Pau, and Cazaux. Here he conferred
with French aviators and flew in aircraft of many types.

He was i npressed with the skill of nany of the Allied pilots
he met but sonetines appalled by their reckl essness and by
the accident rate anpng the student fliers. Throughout

t hese passages, al so, Cunni ngham expresses straight-I|aced
moral indignation at the fondness of nany off-duty Anerican
officers for |iquor and wonen.

After another stop in Paris, the diary then foll ows
Cunni nghamto a visit to the AEF Headquarters at Chaunont
on 12 Decenber, then to the Marine billets near Bournont
and Danblain and to front-line French airbases near Soi ssons.
In these visits, he encounters American fliers of the | egen-
dary Lafayette Escadrille. The entries for 18-22 Decenber,
the nost dramatic of the diary, tell of Cunningham s parti-
cipation in conmbat mssions with French pilots and a bri ef
but vivid experience of trench warfare and artillery bom
bar dnent .

The final section of the diary recounts visits to
Briti sh bonber fields and seapl ane bases in northern France
and Bel gium and a tour of the RNAF and RFC aerial gunnery
school s at Eastchurch and Hythe, England. The |l ast entries
| eave Cunni nghamon board S. S. St. Louis at sea on the
voyage hone.

The diary is transcribed exactly as Cunni ngham w ot e
it, retaining his errors and idiosyncracies of spelling and
punct uati on. The original diary was checked and prepared
for reproduction by M. Charles AL Wod, Curator, Coll ec-
tions Unit, Marine Corps Miseuns. It was typed in its
original draft by Ms. Joyce Bl ackman, and edited and pre-
pared for printing by Dr. G aham A. Cosnas.

The photographs with which the diary is illustrated

are from a scrapbook assenbl ed by Cunni ngham during his tour
of France which is now part of the Cunni ngham Papers.

Vi
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CAPTAI N ALFRED A. CUNNI NGHAM
DI ARY, NOVEMBER 1917 TO JANUARY 1918

Saturday, Novenmber 3, 1917
New York and S.S. "St. Paul "

Got up 6:30 a.m after only 2:45 sleep. Wnt to paynasters
for m | eage checks. Saw Ms. VWhiting and received box from
her to take to Ken Wiiting in Paris. Got npbney changed and
went on Board the St. Paul at 11:30 a.m W sailed at 12:30
with only 47 first class passengers and apparently not nany
2nd cl ass. I have seen three wonen and a small boy. Had ny
| ast glinpse of Long |Island about 3 p.m Suppose there are
a great many experiences in store for nme before | see it

agai n. I have stateroom 29 all to nyself and think | am

l ucky to be on the Pronenade Deck. Wat her bad and ship
cold and unconfortabl e.

Sunday, Novenber 4, 1917

Had | ate breakfast. Steward woke ne and stated ny bath was
r eady. Found a tub of sea water and a snall tub of fresh
water for getting rid of the salt water. This is to be the
regul ar nmorning routine. Fi nd we have on board Adm ral

Ni bl ack; The Lord Chief Justice of England and Lord
Northcliffe. Have al so been told that we have $50, 000, 000
in bullion on the ship. W should be well convoyed with
all this rank and wealth on board. W are not convoyed now
and have not seen any kind of craft all day. Either the
ocean is deserted or we are out of the regular track. The
weat her is beastly, blowng a gale, cold and rains and snows
alternately. | have not been warm since |I cane on board
except when in bed. Suppose they are training us for

Engl and condi ti ons. | hope the subnarines wait for warner
weat her before trying to torpedo us. W are not worrying
about torpedoes yet. WI| save that for the war zone.

Monday, Novenber 5, 1917

At sea, S.S. "St. Paul"”

Last night the wind rose to a full gale and seas began
breaki ng over the forecastle. 12 bags of powder for the
guns were washed overboard. Several nen just escaped the
sane fate trying to rescue the balance of it. The gal e was
worst this norning but it has been al nbst the sane all day
and toni ght green water is racing down the Pronenade Deck
They say. the barometer is going down, which probably neans



Sida.

Li eutenant Alfred A. Cunninghamin flying costunme, photographed
during his early years in aviation before World War |. (Photo-
graph from Cunni ngham Papers) .



we will get it worse during the night. | will be perfectly
satisfied to have it snoboth down sone. | am not seasick
because | ate a normal dinner. Lunch was not quite nornal.
I have a headache which is a credit and | get dizzy
occasionally watchi ng the sal on or stateroom conti nuously
acting like that kite balloon at Philadel phia in a storm

It nust rise and fall 50 feet and then dive sideways about
t he sane di stance. And the worst of it is, that it is
practical ly continuous. Hope for better |uck tonorrow.

Tuesday, Novenber 6, 1917

S.S. "St. Paul," At Sea

The stormblew itself out last night and it is fairly

pl easant today, although the ship is still rolling and

pi t chi ng consi derabl vy. It is so much better than yesterday
t hat everyone is cheerful and sone have been pl ayi ng deck
ganes. I have been studying French sone today but wi thout
much success. | can't get ny tongue to pronounce the crazy
wor ds. We are nearly a day behi nd our schedul e on account
of the storm W expect to reach the danger zone day after
tonorrow, Thursday. | hear we will be net by destroyers;
probably to protect the Lords, Adnmiral and noney we have on
boar d. I amstill wearing ny uniform but suppose | will
shift into "cits" Thursday as | understand the boches either
sink boats with officers in uniformor capture the officers
and | have no desire to needl essly spend the bal ance of this
war in a Gernan prison canp.

Wednesday., Novenber 7, 1917

S.S. "St. Paul," At Sea

We had target practice this norning with the guns. | hel ped
spot . The target was a barrel thrown overboard. The barre
remai ned i ntact throughout the firing but we cane near
enough to it to make a submarine in its place feel

unconf ort abl e. Two of the guns had missfires, which is not
very conplinmentary to the ammuniti on we use. The "snifters"
(Lts. Stewart, Smith, Tuney and nyself) had oursel ves

kodaked. | was drawn into a shuttle board tournanment today
and have beaten everybody so far. W play the finals

t Onor r ow. Late this afternoon we passed a tranp steaner
goi ng west . | suppose her crew will be on Broadway w thin
a week. W will be in the danger zone tonorrow and | expect
to put ny "cits" on in the norning. | suppose | will freeze
as | have no "cit" overcoat. The weat her was very pl easant

all day and I was perfectly confortable w thout an overcoat
but it is nuch col der tonight.



Thursday, Novenmber 8, 1917
S.S. "St. Paul," At Sea

A sigh of relief! One nore day al nost gone. It has been
pouring rain all day. No ganmes of any kind and not even a
magazine to read. | finally in desperation joined a poker
gane and | ost $4.50, but | believe it was noney well spent
as it took all afternoon to lose it. | ambeginning to
bel i eve the danger zone is a nyth. Everyday | amtold that
we will enter the zone "tonorrow' and we are not there yet.
We only nmade 348 niles the past 24 hours, which is pretty
sl ow goi ng. The Captain says he hopes to get to Liverpool
Monday and that we will reach the "zone" tonorrow night.
took off nmy uniformthis norning and am now wearing "cits."
I consider nyself well "canouflaged." The only drawback is
that | have no "cit" overcoat and amlikely to be somewhat
chilly if | have to take to the boats.

Fri day. Novenber 9, 1917
S.S. "St. Paul," At Sea

W are at last in the submari ne danger zone and ready for
what ever excitenent the boches have in store for us. The
Admral (Niblack) called all the officers aboard together
and we arranged to stand | ookout watches of 2 hours each

for the bal ance of the voyage. My watch starts tonorrow

In addition to this | amto spot for 2 of the forward guns
and will have to stay up on the bridge nost of the tine
fromnow on. It is so thick and rough tonight that there is
not much danger from submari nes unless we accidently run
close to one. In which case, we have not a chance. W

pl ayed the finals today in the shuffl eboard tournanent and

I won after an exciting gane. The ship was rolling so that
it was quite a job. Sone of the passengers got seasick al
over again today. Think I will sleep with some of ny

cl ot hes on tonight. We passed quite close to a tranp today.

She had just run the gauntlet. Made 372 miles | ast 24
hours. Pretty sl ow goi ng.

Saturday, Novenber 10, 1917
S. S "St. Paul," In War Zone

Qur first day in the submari ne danger zone is over safely,
but it was one of the nbst strenuous days | have passed. |
went on watch at 5 a.m Twilight is the nbpst dangerous tine
of the day and everyone is extrenely alert then. | stayed
on watch until 10 a.m, went back on at 2 p.m and stayed



until after evening twilight. This | ooking for submarines
is the nost nerve straining duty |I ever did. You nust see

them first, and, as their periscope is very small, the odds
are agai nst you. You feel that the slightest negligence on
your part nmight |lose the ship and all on board. | freely
strai ned ny eyesight while on watch today. | am confi dent
that | saw the periscope of a submarine today, but, as it
did not reappear | m ght have been m staken. The ten

m nutes after | saw it were anxi ous ones. W net our

convoy of two U S. destroyers (Conyngham and Jacob Jones)
at 4 p.m and were nuch relieved to see them They were
nottled all over with the nost crazy colors and desi gns but
they | ooked good to us, even if they were canoufl aged to

the limt. We were glad to see them not so nuch for the
slight additional protection they give as to the fact that
if we are sunk, they will pick us up fromthe |ifeboats.

No nerchant vessel is allowed to stop to pick up survivors
of a torpedo ship. Wthout the destroyers we would have to
drift around in |lifeboats until some passi ng destroyer

f ound us. | personally have no desire to drift-around the
North Atlantic in an open boat for several days this tine
of the year. On the last trip this ship passed twelve

li feboats full of people froma torpedo ship and coul d not
stop to pick themup. They were found two days | ater by

a destroyer. We passed sone w eckage this afternoon but
could not make out just what it was. | have had a nost
strenuous day and amall worn out.

Sunday, Novenber 11, 1917

S. S "St. Paul," In danger zone

Anot her strenuous day is al nbst over. W entered the zone
thickly infested with Gernman submari nes today and are stil
init. At daylight we passed a nerchant ship convoyed by
two U S. Destroyers. That is the only thing we have seen

I went on watch at 6 a.m on the bridge and have been there
nmost of the day. This nmorning we got a SOS call from some
poor ship to the south of us saying that they were being
chased by a submarine. We, of course, could not pay any
attention to it. | hope he outran it. This afternoon we
recei ved a nessage that a mne field had been found directly
in our course. We altered our course to the northward.

The Germans are certainly keeping things busy around here
and | understand are sowi ng ni nes everywhere. |If we get

t hrough tonight, we are fairly safe. However, this St
Georges Channel is supposed to be alive with subs. W
expect to sight the coast of Wales at 11 o' clock tonight if
it is clear. At present it is msty and foggy. WI Il pack
up tonight to get ready to go ashore at 10 a.m tonorrow



Monday. Novenber 12, 1917
Savoy Hotel, London, Eng.

After another night of expecting to be torpedoed any ninute
we sighted the |lightship off Liverpool and took a pil ot

aboar d. Every one on the ship had a feeling of relief and
we bade our good friends the destroyers good-bye and they
headed for sea to convoy sonme other ship in. | adnit that

| was rather disappointed that we did not have a brush
with a sub, but this seens rather foolish considering the
nurmber it woul d have endangered. W arrived al ongsi de the
landing float at 10:30 a.m The tide rises 30 ft. here so
the steaners | and al ongsi de a trenmendous floating wharf.
The inmigration officer |ooked us over and then we were
exani ned by the custons people. They were extrenely nice
and did not ask me to pay duty on all the tobacco and cigars
I have. | then | anded and could not find a porter so had
to lug ny own baggage all over the place. Took |unch at

t he Adel phi Hotel and had ny first experience with the

war food laws. | was allowed about I/4 of a |unp of sugar,
no butter and very little bread. The filet m gnon | had

| ooked |li ke a piece of tripe. Everything is fairly
reasonabl e, however. W left the Line Street Station for
London at 2 p.m in one of those dinky little conpartments.
The country | ooked very peaceful and attractive and we
arrived at Euston Station, London at 7 p.m They have the
most pernici ous system of carryi ng baggage. You have to
get your own baggage put in the van and when we arrived in
London everyone nmade a wild rush for the baggage van and
there was a regular riot for a while. Everyone scranbling
to get their trunks, etc. and when you found your | uggage
you had to then find a porter and when you found himyou
had to hunt a cab. After wearing yourself out you

finally have a cab with your luggage all over it and can
go to a hotel. | never saw so nuch tippi ng. Everybody
who | ooks at you has his hands out for a tip. | finally
arrived at the Savoy Hotel and Stewart, Tuney and nyself
have a suite together. W took dinner at Sinpson's and |
am now going to bed as the | ast few days have worn nme out.

Tuesday, Novenber 13, 1917
Savoy Hotel, London, Eng.

Got up at 11 a.m and started on a shopping trip. \Went al
through the Arny & Navy stores and ordered a Sam Browne
Belt. Wal ked all over town | ooking at shops etc. Every-
thing is much higher here than in the States with the
exception of food which seens to be plentiful and cheap.



Butter and sugar seem very scarce and you are only all owed
a small dab of butter and about 1/4 of a lunp of sugar per
meal . London is crowded and you see very few peopl e

wi t hout wuni forns. The nunmber of wounded sol di ers around
the streets is astounding and they are wounded in every
concei vabl e way. Wonen are driving buses and are even
porters at railway stations. In fact they seemto be doing
everything they can possibly do. | did not see many | adi es
dressed in black but | amnot sure that they wear nourning
her e. | went to the Enbassy this afternoon to get trans-
portation to Paris. | amto | eave tonorrow afternoon. |
cane back to the Savoy and wote to ny sweet little wife.
W all had dinner at Sinpson's again and went to see Chu
Chin Chow at His Majesty's Theatre. It was a very el aborate
performance and must have cost an enornous sumto produce.
The costunes were richer than any | have seen. After dark
London is a disnal place. There is $500.00 fine for

|l eavi ng a wi ndow shade so |light shows through it. Al the
shop wi ndows are screened and the only way to tell whether
they are open is to try the door. There are very few
street lights and these are screened so that they throw
only a small light straight down. Al of this, of course,
is to nake it hard for German air raiders to distinguish
the thickly popul ated sections of London. They expect now
an air raid every clear night. dear nights this nonth
are few and far between and | amafraid | will not see an
air raid. This eternal fog has been with us ever since |
arrived. It is alittle danp but not at all unpleasantly
col d. The streets are sinply lined with wonen trying to
pick up nen. | amtold the anount of disease is

unbel i evabl e. | amtold that the Englishnen are not very
friendly with the Anericans but do not know if this is
true or not. Went to Hendon.

Wednesday, Novenber 14, 1917
Savoy Hotel, London, Eng.

Wwent to Arny & Navy Store and bought Sam Browne Belt and
di spatch case. Went to Navy Headquarters and secured
transportation to Paris via Portsnouth and Havre. My
train was to leave at 4 p.m Tuney, Stewart and | went
to the station with all ny |luggage and were i nforned
there that the train would not | eave as the submari nes
were too active in the Channel. W cane back and went
to Madane Toussard's waxwor k exhi bition. Do not consi der
it as good as the one in Paris. W net Smth and had

di nner at Sinpson's. W then went to see The Muntain
Maid at Daly's. Was a very good show. Wen | arrived
at the hotel | found a note for ne to call up Paymaster



Bar ber . | could not get the Navy Headquarters on this
rotten London tel ephone system so went there in a taxi.
Called up his house but he is not in. Is 1 a.m now but
will try himagain. Think he wants to tell nme to go
early in the norning via Fol kstone and Boul ogne. Hope
so. Just received word that | nmay be able to go by

Fol kstone at 11 a. m

Thur sday, Novenber 15, 1917
London and Sout hanpt on

Went around to Navy Headquarters at 10 a.m and found there
was no room on the Fol kstone boat. Wl ked around t own
until 3 p.m and got a taxi for Waterl oo Station. | went

t hrough anot her scrinmage getting ny baggage "regi stered"
to Paris and put on the train. The process of getting
baggage on the train at these stations is a cross between
a football game and a lot of lunatics playing "tag."
Looki ng after your baggage sinply nakes traveling a burden.
| finally got settled in the dinky little conpartnment and
rode through fog until 7 p.m _ when | arrived at Sout hanpton,
col d and di sgust ed. They herded us in a snelly roomto

be inspected. After a long wait you fill out a blank
containing a lot of inpertinent questions and take it to a
desk. One man reads it, asks questions and sends you to

t he next desk where the performance is repeated. After
going to five different desks a nman gives you a card and
lets you go through a door. On the other side of it a nan
denmands the card and your passport. He | ooked at m ne and
| thought, fromthe way the Frenchnen acted, that | would
be shot as a spy. After the fuss was over | found that |
had forgotten to get the passport viseid in London. After
a lot of fuss they gave ne a nmilitary pass and told ne to
get ny baggage exani ned by the Custons O ficer. Mich to

my surprise, he passed it without opening it. | got a
porter and put it on the boat. The Paynaster in London
told ne that he had reserved a stateroomfor ne. | found

t he boat packed with people and no stateroomreserved.
Fully 50 people including nyself slept in deck chairs or

anywhere they could get. | tried to sleep on the side
seat in the dining saloon but between being nearly frozen
and the awful snell of soneone's feet, | got very little
sl eep and was glad to see norning. | went on deck

expecting to see Havre, France and was disgusted to find
that we had not sailed on account of the fog and woul d not
sail until night. They do not allow any ship to cross the
Channel in daylight on account of subs. They figure that
these fast steaners are fairly safe at night. Traveling
now is a sinple test of endurance as no possible



i nconvenience is left out. | have not had nmy clothes off
since | |left London. The nob on the boat is a m xture of
Russi ans, French, Portuguese, British and American officers
and a surprising nunber of wonmen, sone Red Cross nurses.

Fri day. Novenber 16, 1917

Sout hanpton, on S.S. Hantonia

As stated, | cane on deck and found I was still in

Sout hanpt on. After the experience of |ast night | decided
to try to get passage to France on one of the British
transports where | could have a berth to sleep in. |

| ooked up the U.S. Arny Enbarkation O ficer and he finally
gave ne an order for passage on the Lydia and | thought |

was fi xed. | took the order to the Lydia and a British

officer very rudely told nme that he did not take orders

fromthe U S Arny nan and that | would have to see sone
British official. Thi nki ng of a good night's rest |

trotted over and got the necessary order and was told to
take ny suitcase on board. When | got to the dock Lydia
turned out to be a little tub of a boat. | could not find
anyone on it but a very dirty sailor who told ne they
expected to take 250 officers on this trip. In |ooking for
a stateroom | found there were no lights in any of the
roons, there was no beddi ng and the roons and whol e ship
stunk something awful. | sinply took ny suitcase and went
back to the ship | left, preferring to stay awake and
freeze, at l|east cleanly, for another night. W sailed

at 4 p.m and passed on the way out a British seapl ane
station. They appeared to have two seapl anes and four H 12
Curtiss flying boats. The harbor and passage past the Isle
of Wght are el aborately guarded agai nst subs with | ong
nets and mne fields. We had to zig-zag a great deal and

I inagine it was to avoid the mnes. At the sea buoy
there are two old forts out in the water with searchlights
in every direction. The Channel is very snooth and we are
maki ng about 20 knots. The Captain says this water is

i nfested with subs but he can outrun them at ni ght when
they can't see himconming and get in position to head him
of f. | have been talking with a very interesting young
avi ator named McGregor, of British Squadron no. 3. He

had a fall and broke his lower jaw in three places. The
doctors have fastened all his teeth rigidly together (both
upper and |l ower) and he can't open his jaws for another
nmont h. The poor fellow can only get food by sucki ng soup
t hrough a space where he lost a tooth. | am al nost dead
fromcold and | oss of sleep and don't expect to get any

t oni ght . | will be very glad to get to Paris, a bed and a
bat h. As | wote this (12 midnight) we are just anchoring
safely at Havre, France. Go ashore at 7 a.m



Saturday. Novenber 17, 1917
Havre, France and Pari s

We | anded at 7:30 a.m and went through the custons. |

had expected to have troubl e about all the tobacco |I had
but they passed ny baggage wi thout opening it. | found
that the train “for Paris did not |eave until 5:10 p.m
wandered around Havre in the norning. It is a typical
French seaport with narrow streets and the harbor al

cut up into basins separated by concrete and stone Quais.
There is a French seapl ane station on the Quai conposed

of about 6 seapl anes of the flying boat type. These boats
seemfairly fast, have Hi spana-Suisa npbtors, a nachi ne gun
and 4 bonbs. They hoist themfromthe water with a derri ck.
There are 3 non-rigid dirigibles here also. Their

hangars are out fromtown and | did not get a chance to

see them The dirigi bles, however, flew back and forth
several tines at about 300 feet. One was a "Blinmp" type
and had 3 nen in it. The other was |arger and had 6

nmen and a propeller at each end of the nacelle. It was
cucunber shaped with 2 rudders. They | ooked as if they
were nmaking 40 mp.h. | wal ked out to Nice-Havre, a suburb
of Havre where the Bel gi ans have their seat of governnment
and saw icing Albert's tenporary hone. It is a sumer
resort and very pretty. There are several British hospitals
here. | wal ked out with a British surgeon. He says the
Bel gi ans-are as bad as the Gernans and that both the French
and English hate and distrust them He says the Bel gi an
Arny is only allowed to hold a quarter of a mle of front
and are watched as carefully as the Germans. King Al bert
is an exception. Everyone likes him After the usual
baggage scrimmge | got into a di nky conpartnent and
started for Paris. Before | forget it | want to say that
the U S. Arny Enbarkation officers are the npst inefficient
lot I have ever seen. On the train | had ny first
experience with a European dining car. | was not very
highly inpressed with it. In fact, they do not seemto do
anything as confortably or as well as we do at hone. They
have the advantage of us in only two things: cheap taxicabs

and wel | trained servants. W arrived in Paris at 11:30
p. m I had a sick headache. The fog was so thick |I could
not see across the street and there were very few street
l'ights. It was inpossible to get a taxi this late and

I did not know the way to the hotel. After trying for
sonetine to find out by sign | anguage from porters where to
go, | finally found a French sol dier who offered to show
me to the hotel and carry ny suitcase. It was a bl essing
as that suitcase weighed a ton and ny head was splitting.
After wandering in the dark streets and fog | reached the
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hotel and took the last roomthey had. It had a bath and

had wat er. | had not had ny clothes off for four days
and it was good to have a bath and a good bed. 1. took
advant age of both. | hope | get a letter fromny little

sweet heart tonorrow. There is nothing | want nore,
except her.

Sunday, Novenber 18, 1917

Grand Hotel, Paris, France

I got up at 10 o' clock and had breakfast in ny room |
then got a taxi and drove to the Anmerican Enbassy hopi ng

to find a letter fromny sweet little wife. Miuch to ny
di sappoi ntment the Enmbassy was cl osed. WIIl try again
t onor r ow. | wal ked around the streets in the afternoon.

They are crowded wi th people, npbst of whom have uniforns
on. There seens to be sone of every arny in the world
here except Germany. The people are nore cheerful than
expected to find them There does not seemto be any
scarcity of food. Sugar and coal are very scarce. The
French seemto |i ke us very much. The shop wi ndows have
pictures in themof Anerica in the act of saving France.
| admire the French spirit after all they have suffered.

| would be glad if this eternal fog would lift. | have
seen nothing but fog since | arrived at Liverpool. It is
depressing, especially at night with the very few street

| anps. | don't like it, so | stay in ny roomor the hotel
at night. I amvery much handi capped by not speaking
French. | do not enjoy being here as nmuch on this account.
| suppose when | get away fromParis | will feel the want
of it still nmore. I went to see a panorama of French
trenches and battl es, had supper at Cafe Anericain and then
cane to ny room | wote nmy sweet little girl a letter.

Hope | get one fromher tonorrow. Am going to bed now
Monday, Novenber 19, 1917
Grand Hotel, Paris, France

Got up at 9 a.m and just after breakfast went to the
Enbassy hoping to get a letter fromny little girl. There
was none there and | felt awfully blue. Went to Navy
Headquarters and saw Whiting, MCrary, Giffin and Hull.
Whiting got a letter this norning nmailed on Cctober 30,

whi ch cheered ne up sone as | did not | eave New York unti

Nov. 3. | amjust existing nowfor a letter fromny

sweet heart. Took lunch with Whiting and went to Arny
Headquarters afterwards to report. They sent nme to Aviation
Headquarters where | saw Robertson, MIIling and Cul ver
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MIling said he would arrange ny routing tonorrow. Rode
to the Provost Marshall's and regi stered there. Went
back to hotel and had supper. After supper, | went to a
vaudevill e show but it was so bum| left early and here |
amready for bed. Wwuld sleep better if | had a letter
from hone. Everyone | talk to is extrenely pessimstic
about the war. Most of them seemto believe it is hopel ess
to hope to whip the Germans and they are unani nbus in
saying that if we don't hurry the Germans will win. The
French peopl e, nen and wonen, seemfairly cheerful but if
you watch them cl osely they have a desperate tense | ook

when not on their guard. My opinion fromwhat | see and
hear is that if we do not do sonething big next sumer, it
is all over. If we do, it will last two years | onger and
we W n.

Tuesday, Novenber 20, 1917

Grand Hotel, Paris, France

Got up at 9 a.m and went to see MIling at Aviation
Headquarters to get ny authority to visit the French

avi ation school s. He had not gotten it and told nme to cone
back tonorrow. |-don't like this delay. | don't want to

spend all ny trip in Paris. Paris is a poor place to live
t hese days. Not hing at all to do after dark if you can't
go to a show and they are tiresone when you do not know
what they are tal king about on the stage. So far | have
just wal ked around with sone officer for a while until we
get tired and then canme to ny roomand turn in. | went
around to the shops today to try to buy sonething for ny
sweet little wife. Everything is very expensive and not
as good as it is in New York. WIIl try again | ater when

I know the place better. | have spent nearly all afternoon
and could not find anything suitable. |I feel as if today
has been absolutely wasted and | certainly hope | get
authority to start out tonorrow. | deposited ny check for
2875 francs with the Farners Loan & Trust Co. and got a
check book. Paris is sinply filled with U S. Arny Reserve
officers, all holding down soft office jobs with very
little to do, but that is the Arny style to have two nen

for a one man job. | was surprised today to find all the
shops packed with shoppers. Probably buyi ng Xmas things.
Suppose this will be another blue Xmas for ne.

Wednesday., Novenber 21, 1917

Grand Hotel, Paris, France

Went to Enbassy to see if a letter had cone from ny
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little wife but it had not. The officers there console ne
by saying it was a nonth after they arrived before they
heard from hone. Anyway, | am getting darned anxi ous for
aletter. Wwent to see Wiiting and saw Bill Corry who has
a station near Bordeux. Also Callan who has not been
assigned a station yet. Went fromthere to Arny Avi ation
Headquarters to get authority to visit French school s.
They had done nothing so | took the letter nyself to the
French M nister of War office and got the pass in a few
m nut es. went back to MIling's office and got letters of
i nt roducti on. Met Lieut. McGregor, R F.C. at seven and
we had di nner with a nuch bewhi skered Frenchman who coul d
not speak a word of English. W had the finest cooked

| obsters | ever ate. After dinner we wal ked down the
boul evard a while and now here I am It is raining,
steadily, which they say is Paris weather for this tinme
of year. It is strange, but we hear | ess about what is
happening in the war than they do in the States. The
newspapers are a joke. They are conposed of one single
sheet and what little there is in there is the briefest
wor di ng. I suppose it is on account of the censor and
shortage of paper. The Paris subways are very good and
conveni ent . They are. better than ours except they are
not nearly so fast. Taxicabs are cheap but at certain
times of the day it is alnbst inpossible to get one. O
course, these are the tines you want one.

Thursday., Novenber 22, 1917

Grand Hotel, Paris, France

Got up at 9 o' clock and went to the bank and drew out 500
fcs. Went over to the Invalides and saw all ki nds of
captured German guns and howitzers. Also the 4 nacell es
of the Zeppelin L-49 captured recently and saw secti ons

of the alum num franme work. They had on vi ew one Fokker
nmonopl ane, an L.V.G biplane and a Runpl er 2 seater which
were captured in excellent condition. They were all
interesting, especially the notors, one of which had 5

val ves to each-cylinder, 3 intake and 2 exhaust. The npst
interesting thing I saw was Capt. Guynener's little Spad,
the "Veaux Charles,” which neans Charles, old fellow He
downed 19 boches with this nmachi ne. The French have it
decorated profusely with the tri-color and flowers all over
it. I spent all afternoon | ooking for sonething to carry
back to ny little sweetheart. | renenber she wanted an
ivory toilet set and deci ded she would have it if it could
be found. It | ooked hopeless until | asked MIling if he
knew of a | ady who would help ne. He got the Conptesse
to go with me and we finally found a shop that agreed to

13



make one to order for ne within three weeks. | hope |
get it before | go back and | hope ny little wife |ikes

it. I thought | would have ny photo taken to send her but
found that it would take 3 weeks to get the proofs and
6 nonths after that to get the photos! At night | went over

to the Latin Quartier with a crowd to a studio and we
went to the Theatre Fenmi na. To-bed at 11: 30.

Fri day. Novenber 23, 1917

Hotel de |' Univers, Tours, France

Got up at 9. Tried to buy filns for kodak. Could only
find one store in Paris that had them and they would only
sell 3 rolls. Left Gare de Orsay on 2:35 p.m train for
Tours. We passed through a very pretty country. There
did not seemto be many nen in the small towns. All the
farm ng and plowi ng al ong the way seened to be done by
young boys. I saw very few wonen at work in the fields.

| was surprised at the nunber of airplanes | saw flying.
They were flying all around us all the way down and appeared
to all be slow pushers. Probably Caudron training

machi nes. | arrived in Tour at 6:20 p.m and went to the
Hot el |' Universe. There are a nunber of U. S. Arny
officers here who say they are guarding the Line of
Communi cat i ons. They have nore than a regi nent here at
Tour out for the life of ne | can't see why they are

| oafi ng around here or what there is here to guard. |
shoul d think they would have them up near the front getting
ready to fight. Maj . Dunsworth canme in the Hotel after
supper and is going to send an auto in for nme in the

nor ni ng. The avi ati on canp, which has been taken over by
the U S. Arny is about 4 mles out of town. Tours is
where that pretty blue and gold china is nade. The
factories are closed now, however.

Sat urday., Novenber 24, 1917
Arny Ecol e de Avi ation, Tours, France

Got up at 7 a.m and Maj. Dunsworth had his Hudson at

Hotel for ne at 8. Rode out to the Ecol e de Aviation,
which is 2 1/2 nmles fromtown. The weather was nisty
with a strong wind. Dunsworth nmet ne and Lt. Knight
showed nme around the place. It is quite a big place with
10 very | arge wooden hangars and several Bessi oneau canvas
hangar s. No flying on account of the wi nd. They have
about 65 Caudron training planes and 2 N euport of chasse
model but old. This place can be made i nto an excell ent
school but is in bad shape now Saw ny first Gernan
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A French Caudron G I1IIl trainer, many of which Cunni ngham saw

during his tour of French flying schools. (Photograph from
Cunni ngham Papers) .

Ni euport 17C. 1s at an unidentified French aerodrone. Cunning-
ham saw and fl ew nachi nes of this type at the schools and at
the front. (Photograph from Cunni ngham Papers).
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pri soners at work on the grounds. They appear satisfied
with their I ot and are good workers. There was one officer
[not working) who strutted around as if he owned the

pl ace. | was surprised to see how | cosely they were
guarded. At 3 p.m the wind |let up and about 20 nmachi nes
flew until dark. The Caudrons fly better than they | ook.
There was sone | ooping. Saw the tw n notored Caudrons and
| arge Breguet used for the defense of Paris. They use
Anzani and LeRhone notors in training nmachi nes. Seens to
be very good, especially the LeRhone. Am afraid Dunsworth
is not much of a C. O Most of the nmen who handle the
machi nes are Algerians. There are a great many wonen
working in the shops. Rode back to the Hotel with
Dunsworth and had dinner with him Wote to ny little

sweet heart. Tours nust be pretty in sunmer but is cold
and foggy now. Is on the bank of the Loire. Has a very
fine Cathedral. W sh the weat her woul d i nmprove.

Sunday. Novenber 25, 1917

Tours and Bourges, France

Got up at 6:30 a.m in the dark to catch the train for

Avord. In getting ny tickets and baggage rechecked | found
nmy French entirely inadequate. Got fixed up after sone
trouble. The train was an ultra local. It stopped every
half mle. The railway runs down a river valley and, in

spite of the pouring rain | could tell that it was very
pretty country. W passed nunbers of beautiful old

chat eaux, all of which seened deserted. This is a w ne
growi ng section and vi neyards are everywhere. One side of
the valley is a high bluff for niles and this bluff is
honeyconbed wi th caves used for wi ne cellars and hones.
Some parts of it were unusual and reni nded ne of pictures
of cave dwellers cities. There seemto be U S. soldiers
in nearly every town we passed and | can't understand why
they are scattered around this way instead of at sone
training canp getting ready to fight. | arrived at Bourges
at 2 ppm in a very cold pouring rain and found that |

nmust spend the night here and go on to Avord tonprrow

nor ni ng. I had quite a tine finding a hotel as there

were no cabs. | finally found the Central Hotel which is
a barn and shoul d be naned Hotel Arctic. It is the

col dest place | ever saw. | have done not hi ng but shiver.
WIIl have to go to bed to get warm This afternoon it quit
raining and | decided |I might as well freeze wal ki ng around
as in the hotel so | wal ked around town and I am very gl ad
I did. There are some of the npost splendid old 14th
century buildings | ever saw and the Cathedral alone is
worth a trip here. It is a wonderful structure and | w sh
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| had tine to see it better and explore it. VWhile |I was
init they had sone kind of service and I felt like I was
in the 15th century. A good many of the effigies are

m ssing and | was told that they were destroyed during

t he French Revol uti on. The coats of arnms have all been
chisled off. They were those of different royalists and
the revolutionists erased them The streets are the
crookedest, narrowest and nost picturesque | have seen in

France. I wi sh the weat her was cl ear enough for ne to

t ake sonme kodak pictures. If | had my good kodak | could
get them I will be glad to get back to Paris and be

war m agai n. | have been frozen stiff ever since | |eft

t here. Al though | just wote ny little wife |ast night |
would wite again if | wasn't so cold. | can't think of
anything but her. | long for her to forgive all ny

di sagr eeabl eness and help ne to be better and above al

to love ne, because that is all | live for. | was told
yesterday that the censor sonmetines sinply tore up letters
he did not like. | hope he has not torn up any of m ne.

Monday. Novenber 26, 1917
Ecol e de Avi ati on Francai se, Avord, France

Got up at daylight and walked 1 1/2 mles to station al nost
frozen. The sun was shining today the first tinme since

can renenber but it has been very cold. Arrived in Avord
at 9:30 a.m and found that the aviation school was 2 mles

fromthe station and no way to ride. | started out on foot
in mud 2 inches deep and ny feet were wet and freezi ng when
| arrived. Was i ntroduced to the Conmandant, Col. Fabre,
and the Chief of Flying, Capt. Levy. Both were extrenely
ni ce. The Col onel cannot speak English so | cannot know
himwell. Capt. Levy was manager of a South American

rail road and speaks English very well. He is the real head

of the school and has a very fine organi zation. This
school is larger than all the other schools in France
conbi ned. They have 800 airplanes in comm ssion and have
11 flying fields besides the big one at the main station.
There are 3000 nechani cs here. They have every kind of
machi ne here nade in France. This afternoon | nade 10
flights to the different schools with Capt. Levy. He has
the reputation of being very reckless and he lives up to
it. I was asked to ness with the Commandant and the 3
senior officers, which the other officers seened to think
is a special honor. | have a roomin the officers' quarters
whi ch is a wooden shack and cold as a stable. | wll
certainly be glad to get back to Paris and be warm agai n.
My bed consists of a cot with one bl anket and a sheet. |
amgoing to sleep in ny undercl othes and put ny overcoat
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over ne and expect to freeze anyway. | have received the
best inpression of the business side of the war here.
Everyone here is in dead earnest and you can realize the
grimess of it when you realize that an average of one

man a day is killed flying here. This afternoon we flew

| ow over the weck of a nachine in which a pilot was killed
yest er day. They keep the deaths as quiet as possible and
I do not know if anyone was killed today or not. | talked
to several pilots who have flown over the lines and Lieut.
Privat, who has 4 boches to his credit is going to show ne
his log tonorrow and tell me sone of his experiences. |
wish | could stay here longer as it is a nost interesting
pl ace. The pilots fromall the primary schools in France
cone here to prepare fog the finishing schools at Pau
Cazaux and LeCrotoy. There is an Anerican ex-anbul ance
driver here naned de Roode, who is a lieut. in the French
Arny now. He is detailed as ny guide around the place. |
am afraid he is sonmewhat of a jack-leg, but he has been
very nice and accommpbdating to ne-. | spent a few hours
tonight in the officers' club, or Circle Oficers, where
all the officers gather and have tea or coffee and pl ay
cards when off duty. There are 4 Russians and 2 Cossack
officers here training. They do not seemto be very popul ar
with the French.

Tuesday., Novenber 27, 1917

Ecol e de Avi ati on Francai se, Avord, France

Had a niserable night. My shack of a roomwas |ike an

i ceberg and when I got in ny straw bunk with 1 sheet, 1

bl anket and ny overcoat | was frozen and di scovered that
the sheet was al nbst wet it was so danp. | was sure

woul d have sore throat, rhumatismetc. this norning but
haven't even a cold. | got up at 9 and started on an

i nspection of the shops and nachines. There was 2 i nches
of snow on the ground, nuch to ny surprise. Later it
started raining and the mud is deep, plentiful and
aggravatingly sticky. | was glad to have ny heavy boots.

I exam ned carefully all the different airplanes and
practically finished ny work this afternoon. Toni ght |

had a talk with Lieut. Privat and he told ne his experiences
over the lines. They were very interesting. He has gotten
8 boches instead of 4. At dinner the officers asked ne if
t he Russian situation would di scourage Anerica. | told

t hem no. They are staking everything on our doing sonething
big next Spring and | amafraid our Arny is going to

di sappoi nt them Several Arny officers drove over from

| ssoudon today and bl ustered around the place taking

pi ctures wi thout pernission and generally acting w thout
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respect or courtesy towards the French. | could see they

were much annoyed and at dinner | know they were maki ng
fun of them though they spoke in French and thought |
did not understand it. | was ashaned of the Anericans

nysel f. Wote ny sweet little wife. Now to ny iceberg
of a straw bunk to shiver for awhil e.

Wednesday, Novenber 28, 1917

Ecol e de Avi ati on, Avord, France and Paris, France

Got out of ny straw. bunk at 8 a.m and shaved with ice cold
wat er . De Roode was not at the Crcle de Oficers so had
to wait for himuntil 9:30. Paid all ny bills and then
went to Capt. Levy's office where he expl ained in detai

his system of running the school. He is an efficient
officer, fine pilot but is certainly conceited and brags
all the tinme about it being inpossible for himto have an
acci dent . He had better | ook out. At lunch | bade the
Commandant and ot her officers good-bye and they seened
sorry to see ne go. Several of them have asked me
casually why the Naval and Marine officers are so much
better nen than the Arnmy officers. They do not seemto
like the Arnmy officers at all. Capt. Levy sent ny baggage
to the train and had it registered and sent ne to the
station in his private car. If it were not for the

di sconforts | would like to stay at Avord a while. The
French are the dirtiest people | ever saw. Their streets,
houses, buildings and sanitary places are filthy everywhere
I have been. The toilets at Avord are of very nove
construction and, as a result, | will have to take a
purgati ve tonight. I left Avord at 2:07 and arrived in
Paris at 7:30 p.m After the usual ness w th baggage and
taxis | amat the Grand Hotel again and expect to have a

pl easant and nuch needed bath and go to bed. | can hardly
wait to get to the Enbassy tonorrow and see if | have sone
letters fromny sweet little wife. | will certainly feel

blue if they are not there.

Thur sday, Novenber 29, 1917
Grand Hotel, Paris, France

This is Thanksgi ving Day but | have no synptons of feeling

t hankf ul . There are a lot of things | should be thankful
for but they do not present thenselves. | amthankful that
I have a good sweet little wife and that is all that occurs
to nme. | have been as blue as indigo all day. | had

banked on getting sone letters today and went to the Enbassy
full of expectation. There was not a single letter for ne.
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I could hardly believe it. The censorship is a crying

out r age. There are thousands of Anericans who, |ike me,
have soneone at hone they love and a letter fromthem
means everything and still by inefficiency they delay the
mail a nonth. This is a worse hardship than the fighting.
Wien | found | had no nail | lost interest in everything.

I intended to go out to the Spad factory but did not. |
found that Wiiting and the others | know were out of town
so | wal ked around the streets sone and read a little. |
hate Paris. It is nothing but noney grabbing shop keepers,
sol di ers and wonen who are so pai nted and powdered that you
are di sgusted even by |l ooking at them From ny experience
with shop keepers | think the whole French race is two

thirds Jew. I will be traveling in the south of France
for the next 10 days, so there will be no chance to get a
letter until | return to Paris. | don't know how I will

stand it. Paris is sinply filled with U S. Arny officers
who seemto have nothing to do. It is the biggest graft
I ever saw. Wiy don't they send themto the front and
make t hem work.

Fri day., Novenber 30, 1917

Paris and Hotel de France, Pau, France

Got up late as usual and had to rush to catch the 8:27
train for Pau. The day was fine. The sun cane out part

of the day for the first tine in weeks. It certainly

| ooked fine and changed t he appearance of the whole country.
We passed through the valley of the Loire and saw beauti f ul
chateaux in their picturesque surroundi ngs. This country
must be very pretty in sunmer. There were sone ex-

ambul ance nmen returning to New York from Bordeaux tonorrow.
I envied themgetting back to Anerica. Wote on the train
tony little wife and Mcllvain so the anbul ance nmen coul d
mail the letters on the steaner, thus getting around the

| ong usel ess del ay caused by the U S. Arny censors.
Poitiers is a queer | ooking place but also attractive.

A large part of the city seens to be built in the side of

a high cliff, part of the houses being in the cliff and the
ot her part projecting out. We arrived at Bordeaux at 6:08
p.m and | had to change trains. My train for Pau left at
6:30 p.m so | did not see anything of Bordeaux. My train
was rat her slow and crowded and | could not find a good

seat . I took dinner in the wagon-restaurant, which hel ped
to break the nonotony. The |last part of the trip is
t hrough nount ai ns. There was a bright noonlight and the

scenery was well worth | ooking at. We arrived at Pau at
12 m dnight, 48 mnutes late and | was surprised to see a
fine autonobile bus to take ne to the Hotel de France.
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It Iooks like the best hotel | have seen in France. My
roomwas fine and | ooked good after a 16 hour trip on a
French train. The bed is great. Wsh | could take it
home to ny little wife. She would revel in it.

Saturday, Decenber |, 1917

Hot el de France, Pau, France

Since | did not get to bed until late |last night | got

up at 10 this norning and found that the Ecole de Aviation
is 10 mles out of town and the train goes out at 1:30 p.m
| killed the tine by wal king all over this quaint old

pl ace. It is built on a plateau with all the fine places
al ong the edge of a high cliff overlooking a very pretty
river valley. There is an incline railway fromthe valley

and railway station to the town. Fromthe cliff you can
see across the valley nunmbers of fine chateaux and the snow
covered peaks of the Pyrennes Muntains behind. It is
great. Pau seens to be the birthplace and stanpi ng ground
of Henry IV and his nane is on nost of the place. For

sone unknown reason the train to the Ecole decided to | eave
at 1 instead of its scheduled tinme of 1:30 so | mssed it
and cannot get out until tonorrow Lieut. Rolph, a US.
Reserve officer is stationed here. He does not know why
and has nothing to do. He took me to Ms. Ridgeway's for

di nner and made so many faux pas | was ashaned of him

Anmong ot her things he asked a young lady if a wonman he saw
wth a priest was the priest's wife. | net the Duke of
Oleans, who is here as a student flyer and the Duchess

of D L Anbrosia. Rol ph is trying to be pleasant but he

is an awful bore. The sun shone this norning but it is

rai ni ng again toni ght. Everything about this hotel is
fine, especially the view.

Sunday, Decenber 2, 1917

Hot el de France, Pau, France

Got up late as today is a repose day at the Ecol e and there
will be no flying. Wal ked around with Rol ph and net Capt.
Levy from Avord. At 1:15 went out to the Ecole and found
everything | ocked up except the hangars. Saw sone captured
Gernman nachi nes and all the wecks which have happened in
the |l ast few days. Saw the nachi ne in which young Fow er
was killed day before yesterday. It was certainly a

wr eck and had bl ood all over the cockpit. | saw pieces

of Fower's flesh still hanging to the wi ndshield. They
kill here nore than 1 pilot every day, which, when one
thinks of it, is an enornous percentage. There must be
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sone fault with their training methods. The Ecole is nuch
small er than at Avord and they use only the Ni euport

machi ne. There is the main field and four small fields
near by. It is 10 mles from Pau on a dinky train road.

We cane back to the hotel and had di nner and afterwards
Bradl ey, an Anmerican in the French Flying Corps played
the piano and another nman sang. In our little party was
the Duchess (who is 18) and Countess Bourg. | am
certainly getting chummy with the aristocracy. | nust get
up very early in the norning so had best get to bed. |
wish | could see ny sweet little wife tonight or at |east
know what she was doi ng and thinking about. It is only

7 o' clock at home now.

Monday. Decenber 3, 1917

Hot el de France, Pau, France

Got up at 6:15 and caught the tramvay for | e Ecole and had
coffee there. The Conmmandant was not in so | went to the
acrobacy field and wi tnessed sone of the finest acrobatic
flying | ever saw by Sergt. Petib and another flyer.

They did everything that can be done with an aeropl ane.

| canme back to the main field and | ooked around waiting

for the Commandant. He showed up at 2:30 and | did not
like his looks at all. He detail ed a bewhi skered officer
who coul d not speak English to show ne the different

fields. | took ny interpreter along. We drove to the 4
branch fields in an auto. | saw Bleriot and Wight's

first hangar. On 1 field | saw 3 machines Iying on their
backs but could not find out whether anyone had been

killed or not. By the tine we visited the last field it
was tine to catch the 4:30 train to Pau. The day has been
clear but cold. They have several captured Gernan nmachi nes
here. I saw an Al batross which was a beauty. They use

Ni euports for training entirely and | think they are very
good. Everyone here says we should finish our pilots in
Aneri ca. We, Rolph and I, invited Lieut. Rene Si non who

is in charge of the acrobacy field, and his wife to dinner.
She is Anerican and they are both very nice. W sat and
talked until a few mnutes ago. As | have to get up early
again, | amgoing to bed now. The Duke of Ol eans is drunk
and the Duchess de |' Anbrose is flirting. Don't think

much of this aristocracy. My opinion of the mass of French
people is being rapidly | owered. Most of the officers,
however, seemto be very nice. The Pyrennes were a

wonder ful picture today.
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Anot her view of the N euport 17C. |, heavily arnmed with four
machi ne guns. (Photograph from Cunni ngham Papers).

A French Morane Saul ni er Parasol. This nonopl ane had a top
speed of 150 mles per hour, in Cunninghanis words "so fast
that you wonder how a man can live in them"™ (Photograph
from Cunni ngham Paper s) .
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Tuesday., Decenber 4, 1917

Hot el de France, Pau, France

Got up at 6: 30 and rushed to catch the train. After
breakfast at the Ecole | | ooked through all the shops and
bui | di ngs and watched the flying. Saw no serious accident,
although | heard there were 2 at 1 of the fields. After
dinner at the Crcle de Oficers | watched sone good
acrobatic flying by the chief pilot. They were taking
movies of him After visiting the hangar where the Wi ght
Bros. made their first flight in France, | was driven to
the acrobacy field and watched the pupils do the

rei nversenents, "barrel” etc. for the first time. You
could see fromthe ground they were nervous about it.
Lieut. Sinon then went up in "The Black Cat" and did the
nmost wonderful stunts within 500 ft. of the ground. He

is the best flyer in France and a very nice fellow |
like the Nieuport very much but it is certainly quick and
nervous. There are an unusual nunber of Americans here
learning to fly for the French Flying Corps. The French
seemto be giving out of good material for aviators.

Their students do not show up well. The sun shone all day
but it was cold. | took a few kodak pictures. | received
a package by mail here today which was forwarded from
Phila, so there nust certainly be sone letters waiting for

me in Paris. | can hardly wait to get there and hear from
my little girl. It has been over a nmonth now since | |eft
and | have not heard a word fromher. It seens an age and

wi |l be happy and relieved if |I find mail fromher in
Paris. | like Pau better than any place | have been in
France. The scenery is beautiful and the people seemto
be human. | have to get up early so had better turn in.

Wednesday., Decenber 5, 1917

Pau and Arcachon, France

Lt. Rol ph said he has arranged to get an auto and we woul d
drive to Lourdes this norning. Lourdes is a wonderf ul

pl ace about 20 mles from here that everyone says | should
not mi ss. The scenery is wonderful and pilgrinms cone there
fromall over the world to be cured by mracles. There is
a strange tradition attached to the place. |Instead of
aski ng the Commandant honestly for the car Rolph tried to
fool him VWhen the car arrived it was necessary for it to
go back to the Ecole to get pernmission to |l eave town. A
few m nutes before ny train left the Commandant called ne
up and said he would be glad to give ne the car for the
trip and ignored Rolph. O course | had to tell himthat
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| was | eaving at 12:50 and could not go. | was very

di sappoi nted and bl ane Rol ph for his crookedness causi ng

me to mss the trip. |I hated to | eave Pau and hope to cone
back there sonetine. My train was very slow and | had to
change cars at nearly every station. At Lanothe | had to
wait 2 hours. | arrived at Arcachon all tired out at

8:30 p.m and amat the Victoria Hotel but don't like it
much. This is a summer resort on the seashore and | cane
here because there is no hotel at Cazaux. WII| go there in
t he norni ng. The trains in France are fierce. It's a

test of endurance to travel on them (One of the worst
features is the odors. | believe the French are the
dirtiest people. | have snelled nore unpl easant and
unnecessary ordors in France than in years at hone.

They are filthy.

Thursday, Decenber 6, 1917

L' Ecole de Tir d' Aviation, Cazaux, France

I left a call for 6 this norning to catch the train for
Cazaux and they did not call nme. | raised aa row with the
hotel and wal ked down the street | ooking for another

hot el . | saw a U.S. Navy Ford standing in front of a
house and-asked whose it was. | was surprised to find

out that it was Lt. L who was ny assi stant at
Pensacol a. I woke himup at once and he asked ne to live
in his house while | was here, so | nmoved in. He is in
charge of a few men at Cazaux and drove ne there in the
For d. Much to ny surprise, Cazaux is the nobst interesting
pl ace I have been. They teach nachi ne gun and cannon fire
from ai rpl anes and the whol e course from school room
instruction to the firing at the "nmanche" or sl eeve towed
by anot her airplane is very thorough and good. Cazaux is
on a |l ake and they use water as well. as | and nachi nes.
Sone of the flying boats have 2" cannons on them | shot
some with the machi ne guns and afterwards made a flight
and practiced firing at silhouette targets fromthe air

It is great sport. | had sl eeping car reservati ons from
Bordeaux to Paris for tomorrow night but there is so nuch
here that | should see and learn that it would be crim nal

to | eave that soon so | got — —___to phone Bordeaux
cancel ling ny reservati ons and naki ng anot her for Sunday
ni ght. I will stay here until then. | took dinner with

8 captains in command of French escadrilles at the front.
They are here for a conference with the Commandant and
their tales of fighting at the front were intensely

i nteresting. Several invited ne to visit themat the front.
| hope | have the opportunity. The weat her today has been
i deal and sunshi ny. We | eft Cazaux for Arcachon in the
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Ford at 4:30. does not seemto be doing any
work at all so far as | can see. When we arrived at his
house | was surprised to be introduced to his nistress.

I was thoroughly disgusted. She is a coarse, rather fat
and thoroughly unattracti ve woman and I do not see how
any decent man woul d even voluntarily shake hands wi th her.
| was still nore disgusted when they hugged and ki ssed
each other every few mnutes during dinner. They are

both so commpbn and coarse | hate to stay in the sane house
with them |If they don't cut out their famliarity when

I amaround | will go back to the hotel. If it were not
for the Ford | would do it anyway. I may have |l ots of
faults but thank God that kind of thing disgusts ne and

I could not |ose ny self respect that way. It took lots

of sense of duty before | could decide to stay here until
Sunday as | expect to find sone letters fromny sweet
little wife when | get to Paris, and | will be nmiserably

i mpatient until | get them | don't know anything | want
nmor e except her

Friday, Decenber 7, 1917

L' Ecole de Tir d'Avi ati on, Cazaux, France

After spending a m serable freezing night in _  's
"harenmt | got up at 8 and wore ny |ight weight clothes.
The fog was so thick all day you could cut it with an axe
and it was the nost penetrating cold | ever felt. | was
sinply frozen all day. | spent the day having Sergt.
Privot explain the course at the school to ne. It was
very interesting and instructive. There was no flying
on account of the dense fog and very little shooting. W
went back to Arcachon in the evening and | reached B
chilled through with synptons of grippe and sore throat.
The house was |i ke an iceberg and to nmake things nore
unconfortable, S mstress found a letter from1l
of his other mistresses and they had a scene. | decided
I could not stand any nore of this kind of stuff and that
| would not spend another night in the house. | went to
bed in a cold roomwith a fever and headache and had a
restless night and a horrid dream about ny sweet little
wife. | fully expected to be quite sick in the norning.

I will certainly be glad to get back to a hot bath and
confortabl e room I think I need a doctor al so. Mbst

of the American officers are behavi ng scandal ously over
here but | think is the worst. He clainms the
others are just as bad but | don't believe it. | think
he has syph.
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Saturday, Decenber 8, 1917

Cazaux and Bor deaux, France

| woke up this norning feeling very badly but not as sick
as | thought | would be. was al so sick. W
drove to Cazaux and found it a bright sunshiny day. |

| ooked over the submarine fighting squadron and was
interested in the bonbs and cannon. | felt too badly to do
much wor k. sent his car to Mousick. | decided
| had to get to a confortable room and sonme nedi ci ne or

| would be |layed up sick, so decided to go to Bordeaux this
af t ernoon. I had a hard tine getting to-La Test to catch
the 4:30 train but finally made it in a French truck.

The train was overcrowded with soldiers returning to the

front. There nmust be sonet hing special on up there. Near
Cazaux are canped 8000 Russi ans who won't fight and won't
obey their officers. They just eat and hol d neetings.

They had an uprising recently and in the fight 2000 were
killed. Wiat to do with themis a problemfor the French.
| arrived in Bordeaux at 6:30 and the fog is worse than

London. | got a very confortable roomat the Hotel de
France and am going to take a hot bath, some liver nedicine
and go to bed. | feel awfully bad and amafraid | will be
si ck. | wish | had ny little wife to |look after ne. |
never was so | onesone for her. | wonder what she is doing
t oni ght .

Sunday, Decenber 9, 1917

Bor deaux, France, Hotel de France

| got up this norning feeling badly and had ny breakf ast
in nmy room | did not dress as it was raining and | was
afraid to go out. | wote up ny notebook which was badly
behi nd and repacked ny trunk and suitcase. Had |lunch in
my room and dressed at 4 o' clock to | ook around Bordeaux.
It had stopped raining but was very foggy so | could not
see nuch of the place. It is larger than | thought. |
met Col. Catlin on the street and | earned that he was
commandi ng 1500 Mari nes near here. He says his nmen are
satisfied and he expects to go to the front in about a
nont h. I amstill just on the verge of an attack of the
gri ppe and don't know whether | can stave it off or not.

I left Bordeaux at 8:20 p.m and amwiting this in ny
Wagon- Lit conpartnent. This is ny first experience with
French sl eepi ng cars. The conpartnment is very nice with
2 berths, 1 over the wi ndows | engthwi se of the car and 1
| ower and crossways of the car. There is a very nice little
wash room which is shared by the next conpartnment. The
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nmotion of the train makes witing difficult. Wote to
ny little wife toni ght before | eaving Bordeaux. Arrive
in Paris at 8:06.

Monday. Decenber 10, 1917
Conti nental Hotel, Paris, France

Don't |like the French Wagon-Lits. The berths are nuch
too narrow and it is not confortabl e sleeping crossways
of the car. Arrived in Paris at 8:06 after a restless
night. Decided to go to Continental Hotel for a change.
As soon as it was open | was at the Embassy absolutely
sure | would find sone letters fromny little wife.
could hardly believe them when they told ne there were
none. It gave ne a real shock. Hope dies hard and

t hought they mi ght have sent themto 1 of the nunerous
Arnmy and Navy offices scattered over Paris. | spent
nearly all day going from1l to the other of these offices
trying to find a letter. | gave up when | had been to
themall. | sinply can't understand it. | have received
an official letter mailed from M neola on Nov. 10t h.

am absol utely positive Josephine has witten nme. She
woul d not under any circunstances treat ne that way.

But why don't | get thenf? | go to the front day after
tonorrow and if 1 does not conme tonmorrow | cannot get 1
for another 10 days of misery. | saw Chevalier today but
was so blue | did not have nuch to say to him | have
been way down in the dunps all day and have not been able
to rai se enough interest to try to work. It would pay

t he governnment to send ne cables fromhone if they want
to get any work out of ne. Tonight, in desperation,

went to the Folies Bergere but did not enjoy it. | cane
honme early and am goi ng to bed.

Tuesday, Decenber 11, 1917

Paris, France

Went around this norning in the vain hope that | would find
a letter. Sane luck. Not hearing from hone yesterday
upset ne considerably. | went to bed early last night but

did not get to sleep until 3 a.m and | tornmented nyself by
imagining all sorts of horrible things. This norning |

| ooked at it nore sensibly. | know, of course, that
Josephine has witten me and that the reason | have not
gotten her letters is on account of the inefficient censor

and mail service. | will be away for 10 days now but wl|
surely hear fromher when | return. It will be a hard,
m serabl e 10 days but | suppose this is war. It does | ook
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li ke this hardship could be prevented though, | spent the
morni ng at Avi ati on Headquarters and this afternoon Mj.
Davi son, Maj. Dunsworth and | started-out to see the

Spad Factory but after wal king over 1 section of Paris,
could not locate it. As | have to catch the early train
for Chaunpont, | amgoing to bed at 9 o' clock. Paris is
crowded with Xmas shoppers. Everything is higher here
than in the States. | have bought ny sweet little wife a
present and it took 3 days hard work to find soneone who
would make it. | amnot going to try to take anyt hing
horme to anyone else as | have no room and the custons peopl e
are very unreasonable | amtold. I am /|l ooking forward
with dread to another blue Xnas away fromny little wife.

| will probably be on the front where there will at | east
be pl enty of excitenent.

Wednesday., Decenber 12, 1917

Hdgrs. A.E. F., Chaunont, France

Left Paris at 8 a.m for Chaunont. There is a great
difference in everything when you go toward the front.

Your papers are exam ned often and everyone seens to be
nmore on the alert. | noticed that the closer we got to the
front the fewer people you see and there are none of the
usual loafers at the stations. Arrived at Chaunont at

12: 06. The place is full of American officers and sol diers.
| passed 3 encanpnents of Anericans just before we arrived.
The headquarters are on the edge of town in an old convent
of sonme kind. It is rough and unfinished. Saw Gen. Harbord
and reported. Then arranged with the aviation people to

go to 2 squadrons on the French front and 2 on the British
front. Hope to go to sone near Soissons as | hear there

is activity there. Saw Harnon who is now a nmaj or. Took

di nner with Col. Lahm and Wn Thaw of the LaFayette
Escadrille who flew down here fromthe front this afternoon.
Al l through dinner and until 11 o'cl ock tonight Thaw

told stories of his experiences and those of other pilots.
It was very interesting and instructive. | will not get

my authority to go to the front until day after tonorrow

so Wil return to Paris and wait there. There is real

war at nosphere here. And | am at | ast beginning to believe
there is a war going on.

Thur sday., Decenber 13, 1917

Chaunont, Bournont and Pari s

Got up to go out with Lt. Wn Thaw to see himoff to the
front in his Spad in which he has shot down 5 Huns. | was

29



| ate and Thaw had gone to Headquarters so | drove out to
his nmachine and waited for him H s Spad |ooked a little
the worse for wear and there were nunbers of bullet. holes

init. | then drove by auto to Bournont to see the Marines.
| went one way and cane back anot her and enjoyed the
scenery very nmuch except | was frozen stiff and ny

rheunati sm bothered ne |ots. Found the Marines are around
Dombl ai n but took lunch with Maj. Gen. Bundy and Col

Fel and who is his Chief of Staff. Bournont is a nedi eval
vill age perched on the top of a very high hill and it is

all straight up and down. The officers are billeted in

the houses of the village which are not any nore confortable
than a stone stable. They say they don't know what heat

and hot water are |like now The nen are quartered in
wooden huts and are fairly confortable except for the cold

and no hot water. | returned to Chaunpnt in the afternoon
and arranged for nmy trip to the fronts. The authority
will not arrive for 2 days so they suggested that | return

to Paris and wait for it. Gen. Pershing' s Chief of Staff
sent for ne and asked ne what Marine officer | thought would
make a good nenber of the General Staff. | caught the 5:30
train and arrived in Paris at 10 p.m The train was filled
with officers fromthe front coming to Paris for a few
days | eave. They all seened to be telling each other of
their experiences and | would have given anything to know
enough French to understand them There is a marked
difference in everything when you go toward the front from
Pari s. There is a business |ike atnbsphere and everyone

| ooks |ike they have inportant work to do. You don't see
this south of Paris.

Fri day, Decenber 14, 1917

Grand Hotel, Paris, France

Got up at 9 a.m Went to see if nmy kodak pictures were
fini shed. They were not. Tried to find the Spad factory
until late in afternoon. Did not find it. Every place |
was told it was turned out to be the wong place. WII
try again some other day. | have been bitterly di sappointed
so nany tines at the Enbassy that | dreaded to go there
and ask for mail. Late in the afternoon, however, | got
up ny courage and went there expecting the sane |uck. I
al nost hugged the man from pure joy when he handed ne a
letter fromny sweet little wife. It was mailed from
Washi ngt on on Nov. 26, only 18 days ago! And it was

mar ked "no. 7" showing that ny sweet little girl had
witten ne 6 letters before that. | would give anything
to know where those letters are. Sone may be at the
bottom of the ocean. That is all the proof needed of the
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inefficiency of our nmail service: In this precious letter
she wites as if she had not received any letters from

ne. | must have witten at least 20 or 25. If it makes
her as miserable not to hear fromne as it has ne not
hearing fromher, | certainly synpathize with the sweet
little thing. No one will ever know what suprene joy

this first letter gave ne. Just to know she is well and
safe and loves ne was worth a mllion dollars to ne. |
really feel like a new man. | was so happy | did not do
anything the rest of the day but think how good | feel
Love her? Way, | worship the little brat. | went by

Avi ati on Headquarters and found that nmy orders to the front
can't conme until tonorrow, so | will have to spend anot her
day in Paris. | amgoing to repack ny trunk and grip

and wite to ny wife and then turn in. | aminpressed

with the fact that the behavior of the wonen and the nmen is
opposite fromin Anerica. The wonen are agressive and if
sonmeone half knocks you down in a crowd, which happens
often, you know wi thout |ooking that it is a wonan. The
men are polite and considerate. | have been sorely

tenpted to slap sone wonen who shove you around with

absol utely no consi derati on. They are not backward about
maki ng advances, either.

Saturday, Decenber 15, 1917

Paris and Vill acoubl ay, France

Got up at 8 aam and went to Maj. WIIls' office to see
about expense account. Fromthere | went to Aviation
Headquarters to see if ny orders to the front had cone.
They had not, so | went out to see the Spad Factory. It
was extrenely interesting. The wor kmanship i s wonderful.
It hardly seens to be possible to build a machine |ighter
than they have and it is strongly built too. The way they
nmounted the 1 1/2" cannon in the notor and the automatic

| oader were interesting. Their 300 h.p. experinental
machi ne flew the wings off of it and buried the pilot 9
ft. After lunch | drove out to Villacoublay, the | argest

aviation station in France. It was well worth the trip.

It is where all the new types of nachines are tried out.

I never saw so many different types before. Fromthe big
Voisin triplane that | ooks |like a battleship down to the
little 150 m p. h. Morane parasol. The Mrane and Ni euport
Monosoupape are so fast that you wonder how a nan can live

in them | cane back at dark. My orders have not cone
yet, which neans | will have to stay here another day. At
the hotel tonight | met Maj._ about half full wth

a disgustingly painted up little French street wal ker he
calls Lulu. It nmakes ne sick the way sone of these
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married officers in France have already contracted

di seases. | was tired after dinner and cane up to ny room
and have been witing up nmy notes. My rheumatismis

unconf ortabl e toni ght. | feel like a new man since

| heard frommy precious little wife yesterday. | bet |
have read her letter fifty tinmes and expect to read it

some nore. | amafraid these lazy Arny officers are going
to ness up ny plans by delaying ny orders to the front.
They never seemto do anything on tinme or well.

Sunday. Decenber 16, 1917

Paris and French Front, France

Orders cane and | left for front. G ad to get away from
Paris but weather is nm serable. Been snow ng all day and
there is several inches of snow on the ground. Arrived
at Hdgrs. 4th French Arny about noon. Met by staff car.
On way up everything was inpressive of war. Your papers
are exam ned everywhere and soldiers in steel casques are

al ways i n evidence. On every siding are ammuni ti on, guns
and troops. Roads are filled with long |lines of supply
wagons and artillery going to the front. It is al

busi nessl i ke and i npressi ve. They were extrenely nice to

me at Hdqrs. A staff officer showed ne all the naps and
expl ai ned how Arny is run, information of the eneny
gotten and noted on the different maps. Am staying with
the Captains' Mess tonight. They are fairly confortable
but the place is like an iceberg. So cold I can't wite
anynor e.

Monday, Decenber 17, 1917

Front of 4th French Arny

Got up frozen stiff and left after breakfast in a staff
car for the 13th Groupe of conbat machi nes. They are just
behind the line of balloons with hangars around the edge
of a wood. The Groupe is conposed of the 65th, 85th,

15t h and 124th Escadrilles. The 124th is the LaFayette
Escadrill e at LaCheppe. The others are at La Noblette.
Saw quite a |l ot of the LaFayette pilots. The pilots live
in huts of rough boards and the wi nd whistles through with
little obstruction. Can't describe anything as ny hands
are nunb with cold. There is a line of old trenches on
side of field which soldiers off duty use in practice
drills. These poor soldiers are really pitiful and are
thoroughly sick of the war.. Just in front of us are the
i ne of sausage ball oons. They | ook queer hangi ng up

t here. It cleared up in the afternoon and | saw very
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interesting sights of antiaircraft shells bursting around
our machi nes. Two or 3 boches cane out and | saw our
pilots go for them It was certainly pretty but the
boches all got away. It is so cold | can hardly wite.

At dark 2 of our pilots had not returned and we were

uneasy about them At 8 p.m we called up the advanced

artillery and they said the | ast they saw of themthey
were in German territory fighting 3 boches. W were
worried until 1 cane in on foot at 9 p.m and said they

had gotten | ost and | anded several niles away and wal ked
to canp. At night | noticed the artillery nore. It
sounded |li ke a pitched battle tonme but it is just the
ordi nary thing. Too cold to wite nore.

Tuesday, Decenber 18, 1917
Sanme Locality

Got up frozen stiff. The weather fairly clear. Persuaded
a French pilot of a biplane fighting Spad to take nme over

t he |ines. We went up like an el evator and tal k about
speed! We were over the lines in no tine and | was all
eyes. The archies bursting near us worried nme sone and
made it hard to look all the tine for boches. | saw
sonething to one side that | ooked like a fountain of red

i nk. Found it was the machine gun tracer bullets from
the ground. After a few mnutes we sighted a boche 2
seater just below us. W nmade for him It was the finest
excitenent | ever had. | got ny nachi ne gun ready. Before
we got to himhe dived and headed for honme. On 1 of

our rolls | let |oose a couple of strings of 6 at hi m but

it was too far for good shooting. After following hima
ways over the lines we turned to | ook for another. None
were out so we cane hone. Finest trip | ever had. If

t he boche had not turned quite so soon, | think I m ght
have got him Watched pilots doing stunts in afternoon.

At about 8 p.m we were huddled around a small fire in the
hut when we heard 3 boche nachines fly over very |low. Two

of themdid not |ocate our place and went on. W went
outside and saw the other 1 flying around trying to

| ocate the hangars so we nade for the machine gun pit.

He finally flew down the |line and |l et go a couple of bonbs,
as he came over we opened on himbut the gun jamed and no
one could fix it in the dark. He nade 3 trips and | et go
2 bonbs each trip. Then he left us. W found he had

dropped themall in the woods and no nachi nes were hurt.
We went back and tried to sleep but every tine a big gun
woul d go off | thought it was another raid. I amwiting

thi s Wednesday night with ny, hands blue fromcold. There
is certainly no | ack of excitenent around here.
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Aircraft of a French Escadrille, simlar to those Cunni ngham
observed at the front. A Spad VII is nearest the canera, wth

ot her Spads and N euports in the background. (Photograph from
Cunni ngham Papers) .

An unidentified French officer standing beside a 2-seater Spad
of the type in which Cunninghamfired the rear cockpit nachine
gun at a Gernman fighter. (Photograph from Cunni ngham Papers).
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Wednesday, Decenber 19, 1917

French front near Sui ppes

Wal ked 6 m | es before daylight and went in the trenches.
They are filthy and horrible. Don't see how the nen

stand it. The stink of dead Huns in front is awful even
in this cold weather. Soon after daylight | followed a
party cl eaning out an old conmunicating trench with hand
gr enades. I went until | saw 4 boches killed by grenades
and 2 bayoneted and 1 poilu shot through the head. It

was sickening but | suppose | would get used to it.
Everyone does. Late in afternoon the boches began shelling
the trench and we retired to dugouts. | stood in the
observation post a few nmnutes to see the show but only
until a shell |anded near and the shock nearly knocked ne
over. I hunted the dugout al so. One observer was wounded.
After dark we started for the rear and | was relieved to
get sone pure air. After walking 6 nmiles in the cold
amwiting this. The shells bursting at night are very
pretty. It has been a rather exciting day.

Thur sday, Decenber 20, 1917
French front near La Cheppe
Clear this nmorning and snow practically all bl own away.

About 9 a boche bi pl ane came over and a Frenchman from
65th tackled him The fun only lasted a minute and M.

Boche cane spinning down and fell in a field just across
t he road. W were there in no tine. Both were kill ed,
of course. Pilot had a bullet in his head. The
observer was Kkilled by the fall. The phot ographer went

over and took a photo which he pronised to send ne. About
an hour | ater anot her boche cane over and 2 Frenchnen from
15t h shot him down but he fell sone distance away and | did
not go over. Watched the Archies trying to hit our

machi nes the rest of the day. Left for train by auto at

6 p.m and arrived Paris 10 p.m Too tired to wite

nor e

Friday. Decenber 21, 1917
Front 6th French Arny near Soi ssons

Left on early train for Hdgrs 6th French Arnmy. Nearly

froze on train. Met by auto and taken to Hdqrs and from
there to Corps d' Arnmee Groupe. A big Latourd was getting
ready to take photos. | went along in the front seat. Had

6 fighting machi nes above us. Saw no boche but Archies
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were bursting unconfortably near for me, Took our photos
and were back in 45 m nutes w thout anythi ng unusual
happeni ng. Rest of afternoon they showed ne their system
of taking, finishing and distributing photos. Drove back
to Soissons frozen stiff and with rheumati sm gi vi ng nme

hel | . Billeted in old barn of hotel. Witing this half
frozen.

Saturday, Decenber 22, 1917

6th French Arny, near Soissons

Had a nobst exciting day. Went very early to the Bois de
Boche to see artillery and watch trenches from observatory.
Wre big French fur overcoat in addition to ny own. Wnt

t hrough ol d boche system of trenches and tunnels at Bois
de Boche to the observatory. Fine place. Could see the
lines for miles. \Watched our artillery shell a boche

bl ockhouse. Saw boche form a box barrage, but our artillery
shell ed them so heavily the raid was not successf ul

There is lots of activity here today. The col onel says it
is because the boche are nervous. Watched 2 persi stant
boche airpl anes bei ng shel | ed. On our way out we stopped
at a battery of 75 s which was shelled the day before. On
our way to the captain's dugout the boches started shelling
It agaln. The second shell hit near us and knocked ne
into a shell hole. My casque was knocked off and dented
by a fragnent and after we reached the dugout we found that
anot her fragnent had taken a patch of fur off the shoul der
of the French overcoat and bruised ny armslightly. They
must have fired 20 102mm shells. One shell caved in 1
entrance to the dugout, another ruined a gun and a third
buried 200 rounds of our anmmunition. W waited half hour
after the firing stopped and then beat it out of danger.
The captain let ne keep the casque | wore as a souvenir.

In hurrying to get away fromthe battling | got very hot
and then very cold driving the 30 mles in auto to catch
trarn. Train was frigid so | had a very bad cold when
reached Pari s.

Sunday. Decenber 23, 1917

Pari s, France

Spent norning getting ny sweet little wife's present, sone
money and | ooking for mail. None for ne. Cold and
rheunati smso bad will spend night here. Been in bed al

af t er noon. About dinner tine maid said the air raid
war ni ng was given. | got up and went out to see the fun.

Streets were dark and practically deserted. Pretty
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A French kite ball oon bei ng manhandl ed by its crew sonewhere

near the front. Cunni ngham saw many such bal | oons and ex-
peri enced this kind of weather during his tour of the French
trenches. (Phot ogr aph from Cunni ngham Papers).
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nmoonl i ght ni ght. Wat ched French nachi nes of Paris patrol
flying back and forth over city until 10 p.m Decided it
was a false alarmand went to bed. Feeling pretty sick

Monday., Decenber 24, 1917

Am ens and Cal ai s, France

Left on early train for Amens to get authority for British
front. No one knew anyt hing about it. Mst m serabl e and
unconfortable place | ever "saw Left for Calais and
arrived frozen and sick. Ache all over, especially ny

si de and back. Room | i ke an iceberg. Was sick all night.

Tuesday, Decenber 25, 1917

Cal ai s and Dunkirk, France

Xmas! Got up so sick could hardly wal k. Deci ded to get
to Anerican doctor at Dunkirk as soon as possible. After
nost mserable trip | ever had, arrived at Dunkirk, went
straight to bed and sent for doctor and

- was away on a drunk with French offlcers but
doctor came pronptly and said | had ki dney stone, a very
bad cold and rheumati sm combi ned. The pain in ny side was
getting unbearable so he gave ne sone dope and put ne to
sl eep. This was a Merry Xmas--1 don't think. | w shed
10 million tines ny little wife was here. In fact, |
can't think of anything el se.

Wednesday. Decenber 26, 1917
Dunki rk, France

After a restless night | woke up with the pain al nost gone.
Doctor cane around and said | would have to stay in bed al

day _ has not shown up and no one knows where he
I'S. He is |liable to be away drunk for several days. If
doctor will let me | amgoing to the front tonorrow.

Wonder what ny sweet little wife is doing. WIIl certainly

be glad to get back to her. It is fierce being in bed
all alone in this Godforsaken pl ace.

Thur sday, Decenber 27, 1917

Dunki rk and San Paul, France

Wke up feeling better, but not well. cane in.
He had been on a tear with French and British officers.
Got up and drove to his station. It is too crowded and
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in a bad | ocation. They have 17 nachi nes ready but are
not flying. Took lunch with , Dr. Stevens,
Bates and the Warrant. In afternoon drove to San Paul
and saw R N A S. station, watched the flying and | ooked
at the British photos. Took dinner with

Wwent to roomearly so | could get through city gates.

Expected a boche raid but cl ouds cane over and spoiled it.
Werd wal k through city.

Fri day. Decenber 28, 1917

Dunkirk and British Front

Still about half sick and rheumatismgiving ne fits. From
our station went over to French and British seapl ane

stati ons. Then went out to R N. A S. bonbing stati on near
front. Bitter cold. The Handl ey Pages | ook |i ke

bat t | eshi ps. Quite a little artillery actions today.

Drove back through Dunkirk. |Is a sad deserted | ooking

pl ace. There is scarcely a whol e pane of glass in the

city and it is hard to find a building which has not been
scarred or damaged by bonbs. On a recent raid 1 bonb

killed 50 people. | doubt if we have a raid tonight.
Too nany cl ouds. WAl ked honme al one tonight. Werd feeling
wal ki ng through city without a single. light or sign of

life in it. Rheunatismhurting ne so am going to bed
NOW.

Sat urday, Decenber 29, 1917
Dunki rk, France. Dover and London, Eng.

Went to dock to get on destroyer for Dover. My destroyer
had not arrived. Finally found the HMS. BRCOKE that was
goi ng over and the skipper, Cdr. Ransay said | could cone
al ong. BROKE has a fanous record in the war. Channe

very rough. Saw line of nets across channel and fired sone
shots at sonething we believed was a submari ne. Thought |
saw anot her sub but it turned out to be a dead nman floating

in the water.. Arrived Dover at 12. Ciffs are very
pretty. Went up town and sent cab back for ny | uggage.
Was so long coming thought | would mss the train. It

finally arrived and | found they had dropped ny trunk

over board and absolutely ruined everything in it. Aw ul
calanmity as all ny; good things were in it. Arrived London
7 p.m and went to Savoy. Wirked until 11 o' cl ock trying
to save the things that were in ny trunk. Hopel ess job

as they nust have been in salt water sone tine. Am

dead tired and half sick. Want ny little wife the worst
way .

39



Sunday, Decenber 30, 1917

London, Eng.
Met in | obby. He is just over and on his way
to Paris. W went to the Enbassy and took lunch with
Edwar ds. Edwards had dinner with is at Savoy.

was getting drunk with sone British officers. Edwards and
I got disgusted and decided to go to bed. The last | saw
of he had a |l oudly dressed and pai nt ed wonan
and was pretty drunk. Still feel very bum

Monday. Decenber 31, 1917
London, Eng.
Went to see about steaner hone. Found St. Louis sails on

3rd and engaged passage. Made ne feel awfully good. Went
to Enbassy to get orders to English schools and

transportati on hone. Took ne all day to do it. At night
Edwar ds, Bastedo and | had di nner at Princes. Al of us
did not feel like waiting for the New Year so went to bed

at 10. New Year's Eve was extrenely quiet in London. At
the Savoy there seened to be sone noi se and dri nking.
left for Paris this norning.

Tuesday, January 1, 1918

East church, Eng.

Left London 9 a.m Arrived Eastchurch at R N. A'S. School
of Aerial Fire 11 a.m |Is a very large, interesting and
wel | nmanaged school. Took lunch with the Commandant Capt.
St eel e who was captured and escaped from Germany. Spent
the day going over the nethods used. It is the col dest

ki nd of cold and goes right through you like a knife.
Arrived London 7:30 p.m Cold and rheumati smvery bad
and am going straight to bed. Certainly am honesick for
my little wife.

Wednesday, January 2, 1918
Hyt he, Eng.

Arrived R F.C. School of Aerial Fire at Hythe at 11 a.m
Spent norni ng | ooki ng over ground school. After |unch
drove to flying field, |ooked it over and then had |l ots

of fun shooting at targets fromthe air and al so fighting
anot her machine in the air with the canera gun. Enjoyed it
except for the cold. Arrived London at 7 p.m Feeling so
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bad decided to try to forget it at a show. Wnt to see
"Cheep." Was fairly good. Amworried about ny cold and

my ki dney stone feels unconfortable. Wsh |I had Josephi ne
here to take care of ne. It is funny | don't get any

nore letters. Wnder where they are. Hope she is getting
m ne regul arly because | don't want the sweet little thing
to worry. No one knows how glad I will be to get back

to her.

Thursday, January 3, 1918

London, Eng.

St eaner post poned until tonorrow. Spent day trying to buy
sonething to take home. It is foolish as everything is

hi gher than in New York and I have no roomin ny baggage.
Gave up the idea.

Fri day. January 4, 1918

Li verpool and S.S. "St. Louis"

Left London 9:15 and arrived Liverpool |:30. Went directly
on board St. Louis. At last | amon way hone and it
certainly feels good. Steaner did not sail on account of
subs out si de. The Leviathian (the old Vaterland) is here
and the subs are probably waiting for her.

Saturday, January 5, 1918
"St. Louis" anchored at Liverpool

Wke up to find the ship still at Liverpool. W have been
anchored here all day. Do not know if we sail during the
ni ght or not. Am anxious to get started. Are hol di ng
ship in port because subs are very active outside. One
was just off the bar this norning. W have about 200
passengers on board. About dark we got perm ssion to sail
and sailed inmmediately. | amgoing to sleep with part of
nmy cl ot hes on.

Sunday., January 6. 1918
S.S. "St. Louis," Belfast, Irel and

Woke up this norning to find the ship. entering the harbor

of Bel fast, Ireland. We received a wireless that there
were too nmany subs north of Ireland and ordering us to

return to Belfast. Don't know how |l ong we will have to
stay here. Maybe several days, worse | uck.
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Monday, January 7, 1918
S.S. "St. Louis," At Sea, North of Irel and

When | woke we were steaning out of Belfast. W kept very
close to the Irish coast which is very rugged and w | d.

In afternoon passed a | arge convoy conming in. It started
blow ng a gale this afternoon with the heavi est snow
storm |l ever saw. It continued to get worse and by dark
it was breaking all over the ship. Before dinner 1 of the
gun crew was washed overboard. W could not even try to
pi ck hi mup. Coming fromthe snoking roomny gl asses bl ew
off and when | | eaned over to try to pick themup a sea
cane over and came near taking ne overboard. | hate to

| ose the glasses. This is nuch worse than the storm we
had coni ng over even

Tuesday, January 8, 1918
S.S. "St. Louis," At Sea

Slept hardly at all last night. Ship rolling so could
hardly stay in bunk and every few m nutes ny trunk woul d
get | oose and slide around the stateroom naki ng an awf ul
racket. Spent nost of night trying to keep it from
smashi ng everything in the room No one all owed on deck
al | norning. Snmoot hed down a little about noon, though
it is still rough. The rough gal es have been the best

ki nd of protection against subs. |If one had hit us we
could not have even | owered a boat. Tonight we are
nearly out of the danger zone, thank goodness. Hope w ||
get a good nights sleep. Need it.

Wednesday, January 9, 1918

S.S. "St. Louis," At Sea

Weat her has been snpboth and fine all day. W are in Qulf
Stream and al though we are in the |atitude of Labrador in
winter, it is warm enough to go w thout an overcoat.

Wor ked part of the day. Am 1l day nearer ny little wife

t hank God. Hope she can neet nme in New York

Thur sday., January 10, 1918

S. S. "St. Louis," At Sea
Bl ew up again today and the old ship is rolling around
so you have to hold on. Wrked part of day. | figure
we can't reach New York until Tuesday norning. That seens
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an age. Hope ny little wife can neet ne but won't be
surprised if she does not. One day nearer to her anyway.

Friday. January 11, 1918
S.S. "St. Louis," At Sea

It has continued rough all day and-the old ship is rolling
and pitching considerably. | tried to wite ny notebook
part of the day but had poor |luck. W nmade 405 niles the

| ast 24 hours which is that nuch nearer hone and Josephi ne.
I wonder if she will be able to cone to New York to neet
ne. Have deci ded not to be di sappointed if she does not.

Saturday, January 12, 1918
S.S. "St. Louis," At Sea

Weat her has been very rough all day. This afternoon the
sea was so high we had to sl ow down to 9 knots. Made only
360 mles in 24 hours. Have headache and will turn in
early. It looks like this voyage will never end. Too
rough to wite.
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"... The weather fairly clear. Persuaded a French pil ot
of a biplane fighting Spad to take ne over the lines. W went
up li ke an elevator and tal k about speed! W were over the
lines in no tine and | was all eyes. The archies bursting
near us worried ne sonme and nade it hard to look all the tine
for boches. | saw sonething to one side that |ooked |ike a
fountain of red ink. Found it was the nmachi ne gun tracer
bullets fromthe ground. After a few mnutes we sighted a
boche 2 seater just below us. W nade for him It was the
finest excitenment | ever had. | got ny nachi ne gun ready.
Before we got to him he dived and headed for hone. On 1 of
our rolls I let loose a couple of strings of 6 at hi m but it
was too far for good shooting...."

(Diary of Captain Alfred A Cunni ngham 18 Decenber 1917)





