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Pacification

The National Perspective—Pacification Planning In I Corps—Line Unit Pacificatio n
Civic Action—The Grass Roots Campaign —Results

The National Perspective

Long a major concern of Marines in South Vietnam ,
pacification, by 1969, had become the major goal o f
the allied country-wide strategy. Although definitions
varied with time, pacification was a complex military,
political, economic, and sociological process with th e
principal thrust of providing security for the popula-
tion of South Vietnam as well as peace, prosperity, po-
litical stability, and social justice . Broad in concept ,
it combined a myriad of individual programs and ef-
forts which had the following basic objectives : estab-
lishing or re-establishing local government which was
responsive to the citizenry and that involved their par-
ticipation; providing sustained security ; destroying th e
enemy's infrastructure ; asserting or reasserting Sout h
Vietnamese political control ; involving the people i n
the central government ; and initiating sustained eco-
nomic and social growth .

In theory, a sound pacification program was inher-
ent in successfully combating counterinsurgency. In
practice, however, the program during the early years
was marked by confused policies and goals, divide d
authority and fragmented administration, all of whic h
permitted corruption and created little or no progress .
Beginning in late 1966, major efforts were begun to
create a meaningful program to deny the enemy hi s
vital base of popular support and to coordinate secu-
rity planning. Further refinements were made the fol-
lowing year with the combining of most American
personnel engaged in pacification under one organi-
zation, Civil Operations and Revolutionary Develop-
ment Support (CORDS), and placing it within th e
MACV command structure. Paralleling CORDS, the
South Vietnamese Government created the Centra l
Recovery Committee (CRC), first chaired by the Vice
President and then by the Prime Minister. The two
organizations through deputies and councils at al l
governing levels, coordinated, planned, and directe d
the pacification effort .

Following the 1968 Mt Offensive, during which the
enemy attempted not only to inflict a major militar y
defeat, but also to coerce the South Vietnamese people

into an uprising, a comprehensive review of pacifica-
tion policies and management was undertaken, result-
ing in the launching of a "special campaign" to seiz e
the initiative from the enemy and expand governmen-
tal authority and control . Announced on 11 October
by President Nguyen Van Thieu, the Accelerate d
Pacification Campaign (APC) had as its major objec-
tives the consolidation of past achievements and th e
extension of government control over necessary terri-
tory and a minimum of 80 percent of the population .
The main effort was to be directed at maintainin g
security in those hamlets rated "under GVN influence"
(A, B, or C) by the Hamlet Evaluation System (HES) ,
in order that local government and community life
could flourish .* In those areas rated "contested "
(D and E hamlets) efforts were to be directed towar d
restoring security and limited community develop-
ment . As for enemy-controlled hamlets, emphasis was

*Instituted in 1966, the Hamlet Evaluation System arranged an d
analyzed information on all aspects of pacification—security, po-
litical, and socio-economic—provided by province and district ad -
visors . The computerized system then supplied information o n
demand, with the most important being the placing of areas i n
specific categories assigned the letter grade A, B, C, D, E, or V.
These security categories were defined as :

A. Hamlet has adequate security forces ; infrastructure has been
eliminated ; public projects are underway and the economic pictur e
is improving.

B. A Viet Cong threat exists, but security is organized and par-
tially effective; infrastructure has been partially neutralized ; and
self-help and economic programs are underway.

C. Hamlet is subject to infrequent VC harassment; infrastruc-
ture members have been identified ; and the population participate s
in some self-help programs.

D. Viet Cong activities have been reduced, but an internal enem y
threat in the form of taxation and terrorism still exists . The local
populace participates in some hamlet government and economic
programs. The hamlet is contested but leaning toward the centra l
government .

E. The Viet Cong are effective although some government contro l
exists . The enemy infrastructure is intact, and government program s
are nonexistent or just beginning .

V. Hamlet under Viet Cong control . No government official o r
advisor may enter except on military operations, and the popula-
tion willingly supports the enemy.
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Navy Corpsman Donald IV Vogt, accompanying a Company L, 3d Battalion, 1st Ma-
rines patrol south of Da Nang, pauses to treat a South Vietnamese woman 's injured leg.

to be placed on conducting military operation s
designed to disrupt enemy troop movements and des -
troy enemy logistical storage areas .

The primary tasks of the Accelerated Pacification
Campaign were to: improve the Regional and . Popu-
lar Forces ; promote the anti Viet Cong Infrastructur e
plan (Phoenix); reform local government ; organize th e
people into self-defense forces ; enforce economi c
revival measures ; improve information and propagan-
da; implement the Chieu Hoi or "Open Arms" pro -
gram; and assist in the accelerated rehabilitation an d
resettlement of refugees . For each task, a specific tar -
get goal was assigned : drive the enemy from populat-
ed areas ; upgrade 1,000 D and E hamlets to category
C; neutralize 3,000 members of the infrastructure each
month; rally at least 5,000 Hoi Chanh ; expand the
People's Self-Defense Force (PSDF) to one million, o f
which 200,000 would be armed ; and expand the in -
formation and propaganda campaign to exploit ene-
my failures and demonstrate the government's seizure
of the initiative to end the war in victory.

After the various organizations and units necessary
to implement the tasks were set up, the target ham -
lets selected, and the supporting military operation s
arranged, the campaign was launched on 1 November .
As with all undertakings of this magnitude, problem s
arose, but for the most part they were overcome . An
early and potentially difficult problem was that of cen-
tralized management. As the campaign progressed ,
it soon became apparent that the loosely organize d
Central Recovery Committee was ill-equipped t o
manage effectively a program as all-inclusive and a s
urgent as the APC . As a result, the permanent Cen-
tral Pacification and Development Council was estab-
lished, under the Prime Minister, composed of
representatives of the ministries most directly involved
in pacification . This new arrangement not only
fostered authoritative centralized control, but assured
that the momentum achieved during the initial stage s
of the campaign would be maintained .

Expanding upon the special 1968 plan, which was t o
terminate on 31 January 1969, the South Vietnamese
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issued the 1969 Pacification and Development Pla n
on 15 December . This authoritative document serve d
not only as the foundation for the 1969 program, bu t
was in itself a notable achievement in cooperation an d
coordination between the newly formed Central Pacifi-
cation and Development Council, various governmen t
ministries, and MACV, therefore ensuring that the
yearly pacification plan would receive widespread sup -
port throughout South Vietnam.

As a continuation and extension of the Accelerat-
ed Pacification Campaign, the essential task to be ac-
complished during 1969 remained the liberation o f
the people from the coercion and control of the ene-
my and to prevent his return . Underlying all pacifica-
tion efforts was to be the guiding principle o f
"Community Spirit ." As the 1969 Pacification and De-
velopment plan stressed :

The Community Spirit Principle must originate with the
people ; every effort of the Government must be develope d
based on that principle, while carrying out any program or
operation . The Community Spirit principle must work o n
a three-fold basis : cooperation among the people, coopera-
tion between the people and the Government, and cooper-
ation among Government organizations . Only then can the
Government be more powerful and stable ; then the people
will realize that they are involved and will cooperate with
the Government to defeat the common enemy. '

The practical goals for action were established in eigh t
mutually supporting objectives : provide territoria l
security; establish local government in villages ; or-
ganize People's Self-Defense Forces ; increase the num-
ber of Hoi Chanh ; reduce the Viet Cong Infrastruc-
ture ; intensify information and propaganda efforts ;
stimulate the rural economy; and reduce the numbe r
of refugees .

Under territorial security, the Vietnamese Govern-
ment committed itself to controlling and providin g
security for 90 percent of the population which lived i n
hamlets and villages with a Hamlet Evaluation System
pacification rating of A, B, or C . Responsibility for thi s
security involved both the Vietnamese Armed Force s
(including RF and PF), Free World Military Assistanc e
Forces, together with People's Self-Defense Force, an d
National Police . Each of these military and paramili-
tary forces would be used according to its capabilities .

As the South Vietnamese had no long tradition of
nationhood, the government placed primary emphasis
on unifying the village and hamlet governments wit h
the central government, rather than attempting to wi n
support of the state by individual loyalty . In contest-
ed hamlets and Viet Cong-controlled villages, elections

were to be held, competent officials trained, and ad-
ministrative organizations established, ensuring a real
and durable presence of the government in rural areas.

Originally organized to obtain the commitment of
as many people as possible to the government and ac-
tively involved in its defense, and to strengthen secu-
rity in both rural and urban areas, the People 's
Self-Defense Force, the civilian home guard, had by
the end of the Accelerated Pacification Campaign
grown to approximately 1 million, of which nearl y
200,000 were armed .* Ultimately to include all males
not liable for military service and women, aged 16 an d
above, organized into local combat and support
groups, the PSDF was potentially one of the govern-
ment's most promising pacification devices . The ob-
jective of the 1969 Pacification and Development pla n
was to increase membership to a minimum of 2 mil -
lion with 1 .6 million of this number trained an d
400,000 armed .

The Chieu Hoi or "Open Arms" program was con-
sidered vital to the 1969 pacification campaign .
Deemed one of the most successful programs initiat-
ed, more than 90,000 Hoi Chanh, or ralliers, had
returned to government control since the effort was
begun in 1963, of which more than 10,000 came fro m
enemy military units and over 4,000 from the enemy
infrastructure. The 1968 Chieu Hoi program produced
approximately 18,000 ralliers, with nearly 8,000 be-
ing returned during the last three months of the year.
Based on these results and the desire to step u p
propaganda efforts, the government set a goal of
receiving 20,000 Hoi Chanhs during 1969 .

The anti Viet Cong Infrastructure program, code -
named Phoenix by the Americans and Phung Hoang
by the Vietnamese, had been in existence for som e
time . Again calling for the elimination, by death, cap-
ture, or desertion, of the enemy's entrenched infras-
tructure, the 1969 plan specified goals and targets . The
main targets of the campaign were to be members of
the National Liberation Councils and their subor -

*Four groups composed the People's Self-Defense Forces : the Fe -
male Support Group ; the Youth Self-Defense Group ; the Elders
Self-Defense Group; and the Combat Group . Membership in th e
combat group included all males 16 and 17 years of age and able -
bodied females, between the ages of 16 and 40, who joined volun-
tarily. Women between the ages of 16 and 50 composed the female
group, while males over 51 were included in the elders group . Yout h
between 13 and 15 joined the youth group. Membership in the fe-
male, elder, and youth groups was voluntary, and tasks include d
social welfare, health activities, and morale support . (COMUSMAC V
msg to JCS, dtd 9Jun69 [MACV HistDocColl, Reel 56]) .
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dinate organizations on provincial, district, village, and
hamlet levels, with particular emphasis given to area s
considered contested or under temporary Communis t
control . For goals, the 1969 Pacification and Develop-
ment plan called for the political elimination of 33,000
individuals .

Since "winning the hearts and minds of the people "
was the ultimate aim of the pacification effort, a broa d
information and propaganda program was necessar y
to explain and encourage active participation and
cooperation with the government in achieving th e
eight objectives of the 1969 campaign . In secure areas,
the aim was to exploit the government's military and
political successes, appeal for the people's active
cooperation in destroying the enemy infrastructure,
and warn against Communist attempts at terrorism ,
sabotage, and use of distorted propaganda calling fo r
a coalition government . In contested areas, emphasi s
was to be placed on exposing Communist intention s
and methods, while expounding upon the good in-
tentions and programs of the government .

The 1969 Pacification and Development plan took
careful notice of the refugee problem, stressing tha t
the number of refugees be reduced to less than one
million by resettling or returning 300,000 people t o
their native villages . In discussing efforts to revive the
rural economy, rice production was to be encouraged ,
roads were to be repaired, low interest loans were t o
be made, farming equipment was to be available, an d
all unnecessary permits, taxes, and checkpoints were
to be eliminated. Although committed to, but not
mentioned, land reform would have to await the de-
cision of the government as to the exact pattern a pro -
gram should take .

Responsibility for achieving the eight goals was as -
signed to various government ministries and to mili-
tary corps, provinces, and districts . Officials concerned
were to draft pacification and development plans ,
based on the national plan, for their areas of respon-
sibility, and to coordinate their activities with each
other and with local corps and province officials .

With the 1969 pacification program well underway,
the South Vietnamese Prime Minister unexpectedl y
announced to the 23 May meeting of the Central
Pacification and Development Council that the pro -
gram would be advanced to meet the 1969 goals by
the end of October. This new program, termed th e
1969 Accelerated Pacification Campaign, containe d
two objectives : the fulfillment or over-fulfillment o f
the original eight goals set for the 1969 campaign by

31 October, and the achievement of fully secure sta-
tus (HES rating of A or B) for 50 percent of the ham -
let population. Of the eight goals, only three were
changed . On the subject of rendering the infrastruc-
ture ineffective, the Prime Minister proposed sentenc-
ing 5,000 VCI during the period in order to effectivel y
remove them from the war. Acknowledging that the
goal of resettling refugees could not be met, he sug-
gested that every effort should be made to resettle as
many as possible . The only goal prescribed under th e
objective of stimulating the rural economy related to
land reform, whereby the government would dispos e
of excess land and initiate the purchase of additional
land for distribution to farmers under the "Land to
the Tiller" Act . As with the comprehensive plan, th e
Accelerated Pacification Campaign required the sup -
port and coordination of all appropriate agencies dur-
ing the four-month program .

Pacification Planning in I Corps

In I Corps Tactical Zone, as elsewhere in South Viet-
nam, the 1968 Pacification and Accelerated Pacifica-
tion Campaigns had achieved considerable success . Of
the nearly 3 million civilians living in the five
provinces, 2,200,000 people or 73 .7 percent were con-
sidered to be residing in secure hamlets, with 85 .7 per-
cent under government sovereignty . The People's Sel f
Defense Force had enrolled 225,000 members ;
however, the training program could indoctrinate bu t
98,000, with weapons available for only 30,000, far be -
low the goal of training 128,000 and arming 48,000 .
Over 2,000 members of the Viet Cong Infrastructur e
had been arrested or killed, and almost 2,800 Hoi
Chanh rallied to the government . With over 690,00 0
refugees comprising 25 percent of the population, I
Corps had approximately 55 percent of the refugee s
in all of South Vietnam. Although strides were mad e
to resettle or return as many as possible to their na-
tive villages, this area posed a grave challenge for th e
coming year.

Corps- and province-level pacification and develop -
ment plans for the year included efforts to achieve th e
national goal of bringing security to 90 percent of th e
population, eliminating 2,600 infrastructure members ,
and rallying 2,500, later raised to 3,600, enemy troops.
Plans also called for the substantial enlargement of th e
People' s Self-Defense Force from 225,000 to 320,000,
of which 256,000 would be trained and 64,000 would
be armed, if training cadre and weapons were availa-
ble in adequate numbers . Of the 509 villages in I
Corps, 187 had elected councils during 1967, 194 had
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nonelected committees, and 128 were to elect govern-
ing bodies during the year . Thus, by the end of 1969 ,
all Corps villages were expected to have governing bod -
ies, 62 percent of which would be popularly elected .
Although planners did not include specific numerica l
goals for refugee resettlement and economic develop-
ment, much activity was promised in both fields .

The pacification effort in I Corps was organized t o
conform with the standard CORDS structure . Contro l
of the regional CORDS effort rested with III MAF ,
with overall guidance administered through the Join t
Staff, later renamed the Program Coordination Staff ,
headed by a civilian deputy for CORDS . As deputy,
Mr. Charles T. Cross, replaced in May by Mr. Alexande r
Firfer, held Foreign Service rank equivalent to that of
a major general and directed the efforts of close t o
1,000 military and civilian personnel drawn from the
four Armed Services, Department of Defense, Agenc y
for International Development (AID), U.S . Informa-
tion Agency (USIA), the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy, and other federal agencies . The staff controlle d
divisions responsible for each element of the pacifi-
cation program: Government Development, Economic
Development, Agriculture, Phoenix/Phung Hoang ,
Public Health, Refugees, Revolutionary Development ,
Regional Forces and Popular Forces, and Chieu Hoi .2

Under the control of the Deputy for CORDS were
the five U.S . Army province senior advisors, each with
a staff similar to that at the corps-level . The senior ad -
visors worked closely with the province chiefs, wh o
directed all aspects of civil government as well as com -
manded the territorial forces within the province . Un-
der the five province advisors were the district senio r
advisors who worked directly with the local distric t
chiefs, who in turn were responsible to the provinc e
chiefs .

Marine Corps representation on the CORDS staff
during 1969 was relatively small in comparison to th e
size of its forces in I Corps . The highest-ranking Ma-
rine with CORDS was Colonel George C. Knapp ,
replaced in April by Colonel Howard A . Westphall ,
who served as chief of staff to the Deputy for CORD S
and a member of the joint staff. In addition to Colone l
Knapp, four other Marine officers held corps-level staff
billets . With the redeployment of the 3d Marine Di -
vision, five additional officers, who had time to serv e
in-country, were added as advisors to the Revolution-
ary Development Cadre . Below corps-level, Marine s
had very little representation at the important province
and district senior advisory levels .3

Department of Defense Photo (USMC) A37196 6

A Vietnamese woman has her teeth checked by L t
David W. Syrek, USN, a dentist with the 1st Dental
Company, during a visit to her village as part of the
1st Marine Division Dental Civic Action Program .

III MAF and its subordinate military units main-
tained contact with CORDS and the provincial and
district governments primarily through the G-5 or S- 5
(Civic Affairs/Civic Action) staff sections, added to th e
headquarters staff in 1965 . Responsible for pacifica-
tion, psychological operations, and civic affairs, th e
G-5 and S-5 officers at corps-, division-, wing- ,
regiment-, and battalion-level attempted to fit militar y
civic action into overall pacification planning, in ad-
dition to coordinating Marine operations in populate d
areas with those of local security forces and settlin g
disputes and damage claims by local citizens agains t
Marines . Both III MAF and the 1st Marine Division
had a number of civic affairs officers during the year .
At III MAF, Colonel Westphall headed the G-5 office
until assuming the position of chief of staff at CORD S
in April ; Colonel Gilbert R . Hershey served until July ;
Colonel Theodore E . Metzger until September ; and
Colonel Clifford J . Peabody until September 1970 .
The 1st Marine Division G-5, Colonel Harry F. Painter,
held the post until August when he was replaced b y
Colonel William J . Zaro and then by Lieutenant Col-
onel Vincent A . Albers, Jr. Colonel William E . Kerri-
gan headed the 3d Marine Division's G-5 section un-
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til the division departed South Vietnam in November 4
In addition to III MAF, ARVN, and Korean comba t

forces, a wide range of military and civilian agencie s
were involved in the pacification effort throughout I
Corps . Provincial and district governments were activ e
and relatively successful . At the beginning of the year
there were about 49,800 men of the Regional an d
Popular Forces, organized into companies and separat e
platoons . Although improving in military effective-
ness, they tended to be tied to static defensive posi-
tions and commanded by relatively inexperience d
leaders . The People's Self-Defense Force boasted ove r
98,000 trained and 30,000 armed members . The corps '
11,000-man National Police Field Force and National
Police, previously concentrated in the larger village s
and hamlets, were beginning to move into the coun-
tryside where they relieved territorial forces of the task
of maintaining public order.

Besides the police, the People's Self-Defense Forces ,
and territorial troops, groups of Revolutionary De-
velopment Cadre assisted the pacification effort at th e
hamlet-level . Organized into teams of approximately
30, recruited and trained by the central government ,
cadre teams worked with the local populace in organiz-
ing themselves for defense and assisting in political ,
economic, and social self-help programs . In order t o
spread the government's message throughout the corp s
tactical zone, Armed Propaganda Companies wer e
kept in the field to encourage enemy desertions .

Despite this variety of organizations, the popula-
tion of I Corps at the beginning of 1969 was far fro m
secure . Of its over 2 .9 million people, about 2 mil -
lion resided in areas considered secure, while anothe r
45,000 lived in areas considered contested, and th e
rest under Viet Cong domination . Thus, about 74 per-
cent of the population were considered under govern-
ment control . Social and economic improvemen t
efforts left much to be desired as did proposed solu-
tions to the resettlement of the estimated 690,000
refugees . Nevertheless, Marines throughout 1969 con-
tinued to work to strengthen and expand upon pas t
pacification achievements .

Line Unit Pacification

"Without security your whole 1969 Pacificatio n
Campaign is down the drain," noted Colonel Georg e
C. Knapp.5 The primary mission of Marine rifle com-
panies and battalions during 1969 was to attack ene-
my military units with the aim of improvin g
population security. Whether searching jungle-covere d
mountain valleys or working with Vietnamese forces

in cordoning and searching villages, protecting ric e
harvests, or furnishing protection for government elec-
tions, the ultimate goal of Marine infantry operation s
was to ensure the security of the population so tha t
normal social, economic, and political activity coul d
be restored and allowed to flourish .

While multi-battalion attacks took place, cordo n
and search operations of varying sizes increased in fre-
quency. From a single raid on a hamlet by a platoo n
in search of a Viet Cong Infrastructure member to a
week-long search of a village complex, the tactic prove d
increasingly productive as the year progressed . In the
larger cordons and searches, several Marine companie s
or battalions, working with ARVN troops, Regiona l
and Popular Force units, the Vietnamese Nationa l
Police, and allied intelligence and counterintelligenc e
teams would move into an area, establish blocking po-
sitions, allowing no movement in or out . Vietnamese
troops, aided by Marines, would then collect all th e
civilians at a Combined Holding and Interrogatio n
Center (CHIC) where they would be questioned an d
their identities checked against lists of known or sus-
pected Viet Cong. Searches, meanwhile, would be con -
ducted for hidden Viet Cong and each house would be
examined for concealed arms, food, and equipment .

While the searches took place, Vietnamese an d
Americans provided the assembled villagers with a
place to sleep, food, and entertainment, which con-
sisted of concerts, and government-oriented motio n
pictures, plays, and skits . Whenever possible, Marines
sent in medical and dental teams to treat minor ill-
nesses or injuries and provide instruction and advice
on health . By means of these activities, the allies hoped
not only to win the allegiance of the villagers, but als o
to increase their support of the war effort and
government-sponsored pacification programs .

Although successful in weeding out the infrastruc-
ture, by the end of the year, cordon and search op-
erations were doomed. By their very nature, these oper -
ations produced refugees. "Call them what you want,"
noted Major John J . Guenther, III MAF's counterin-
telligence officer, "people are taken out of their homes
and put into a CHIC. As far as the CORDS organiza-
tion is concerned, they are in the refugee category. And
the word from Saigon, both U.S . and GVN, is don' t
generate any more refugees ." 6

During the year, Marines, aided by territorial forces ,
continued their effort, termed "Golden Fleece," aimed
at protecting the twice-yearly rice harvest from bein g
seized . Before the April-May and September-October
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harvest periods, each Marine regiment launched at -
tacks into known enemy base and cache areas and
placed patrols along infiltration routes into the rice -
growing areas . During the harvest, the number of
patrols and ambushes around rice paddies was like -
wise increased . Following the harvest, Marines assist-
ed in guarding and transporting the rice to centra l
storage facilities .

In March, elections were held for 128 village coun-
cil and 717 hamlet chief positions throughout I Corps .
Held on the four consecutive Sundays of the month ,
Marines cooperated with provincial and distric t
authorities in protecting the polling places and voters
from Viet Cong terrorism. While not actually guard-
ing the polls, the Marines were deployed in the coun-
tryside to block likely enemy avenues of approach and
to deny the enemy access to known mortar and rocket
launching sites . Rapid reaction forces were maintained
to reinforce hamlets or villages under attack . Marines

were instructed to avoid populated areas unless the y
were under enemy attack and refrain from any activi-
ty that might be taken as an American attempt to in-
fluence the elections .

Behind the screen provided by Marine and territoria l
forces, the March elections were completed and wer e
unmarred by major enemy interference . By the 23d ,
the last polling day, 126 village and 713 hamlet elec-
tions had been conducted, with more than 85 per -
cent of the eligible voters participating . Fall election s
for representatives to the National Assembly also ex-
perienced little enemy interference .

In addition to ferreting out the Viet Cong in cordo n
and search operations, securing the rice harvests, an d
protecting local elections, Marine combat units assiste d
in resettlement . Go Noi Island, a previously fertil e
agricultural area, inhabited by nearly 27,000 Viet-
namese before the war, by 1969 was a tunneled, cave -
infested Viet Cong haven . Driven out by the Vie t

MajGen Raymond G. Davis, center, and Dr. Tran Lu Y, left, South Vietnamese Ministe r
for Health, Social Welfare, and Relief lay the cornerstone for the 120-bed, 10-building
3d Marine Division Memorial Children's Hospital complex at Quang Tri on 9 April.

Department of Defense Photo (USMC) A800546
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Cong, floods, and numerous allied sweeps, most of the
island's residents had joined the growing refugee pop-
ulation of Quang Nam Province . During Operatio n
Pipestone Canyon, conducted between May and Nov-
ember, the 1st Marine Division, assisted by element s
of the 51st ARVN Regiment and 2d Korean Marin e
Brigade, swept the island again of its NVA and VC
occupiers and cleared over 8,000 acres of underbrush
and treelines, at the same time destroying the ene-
my's extensive network of tunnels and fortifications ?

During the operation, the division proposed a pla n
for resettling Go Noi Island once it had been cleared .
The plan had obvious advantages . Not only would th e
repopulation of the area with pro-government civilian s
make future Communist infiltration more difficult ,
but the area could provide homes and livelihoods fo r
thousands of refugees, ultimately contributing to th e
economic revival of Quang Nam Province . The appro-
priate corps and national agencies took interest, but i t
was not until the end of August 1970 that the firs t
refugees were resettled in newly constructed villages .
While this was the major effort during the latter hal f
of the year, numerous other smaller resettlement pro-
jects were carried out with Marine assistance through -
out both Quang Tri and Quang Nam Provinces .8

During 1969, III MAF continued to support and
to benefit from the Kit Carson Scout Program . Initiat-
ed by Marines in 1966 with the hiring of six forme r
Viet Cong guerrillas as combat scouts, the progra m
proved to be such a success that MACV extended i t
to all U.S . commands in Vietnam . At the beginnin g
of the year, III MAF employed 476 of the former ene-
my soldiers and by the end of the year the numbe r
had grown to 597, despite the redeployment of the
3d Marine Division .

Following extensive screening, training, and indoc-
trination, the scouts were placed with Marine units and
given a number of tasks . Scouts guided Marine patrols ,
participated in propaganda broadcasts, led Marines t o
supply and equipment caches, pointed out mines and
boobytraps, and assisted in the identification of mem-
bers of the Viet Cong Infrastructure? In addition ,
many conducted training for Marine infantrymen i n
the enemy's use of surprise firing devices and sappe r
tactics . During the year, Kit Carson Scouts attache d
to Marine units conducted over 13,700 patrols and were
credited with killing 191 enemy, apprehending 53 9
prisoners, and capturing 195 weapons, in addition to
detecting 518 explosive devices and 143 caves, tunnels ,
and caches .

Civic Actio n

When Marines first landed in I Corps Tactical Zone
in March 1965, they spontaneously undertook to as-
sist the people among whom they were fighting by
providing food, relief supplies, and medical care . Act-
ing from a variety of motives, they not only hoped t o
win the friendship of the Vietnamese who in tur n
would provide information about the Viet Cong, bu t
generate popular support for their own activities an d
those of the South Vietnamese Government . As pacifi-
cation programs were developed, civic action activi-
ties contributed to them by promoting economic and
social improvement, thus assisting "the governmen t
of the Republic of Vietnam in stabilizing the politi-
cal situation and building respect and loyalty of th e
people for the legally constituted authority ."1 0

The III MAF Civic Action Program by 1969 had
grown from initial spontaneous acts of charity into a
large-scale effort, coordinated by G-5 and S-5 staff s
and integrated with the government's pacification an d
development plans. The program emphasized the re-
quirement that the people, with Marine assistance ,
help themselves. Villagers were to identify the need ,
whether it be a new school, well, bridge, or dispen-
sary. Marines would then furnish the materials, tools ,
and equipment, drawn from their own resources,
CORDS, or from private charities ; the technical know-
how; and some labor . Villagers in turn would suppl y
most of the labor and additional construction materia l
if available . However, Marine s .often found themselve s
more heavily committed to projects than was neces-
sary, often to the detriment of South Vietnamese ef-
forts to assist .

In addition to community-sponsored projects, II I
MAF units provided individual assistance to I Corps '
inhabitants with special emphasis on the large refu-
gee population. During 1969, through the Medical
Civic Action Program (MEDCAP) and Dental Civic
Action Program (DENTCAP), units, in coordination
with province and district medical officials, furnishe d
over one million medical and 35,000 dental treatment s
and administered 100,000 immunizations . Through
Project Handclasp, they distributed large amounts o f
food, clothing, and other essential commodities . Also,
monies made available through the Marine Corp s
Reserve Civic Action Fund were used to purchas e
school and medical kits, rice, soap, and clothin g
through the relief agency CARE, and to support th e
General Walt Scholarship Fund which helped t o
finance the secondary and college education of selected
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Vietnamese youth . Additional funds made availabl e
through a variety of other relief agencies purchase d
fertilizers, seeds, farm machinery, and improved strain s
of vegetables and livestock, enriching the economy at
the village and hamlet level . "

The most ambitious project begun in 1969 was th e
3d Marine Division Memorial Children's Hospital ,
built in Quang Tri City and dedicated to the memor y
of Marines and sailors who had lost their lives in Viet-
nam. The cornerstone of the 120-bed, 10-buildin g
complex was laid on 9 April and by the end of th e
year over $135,000 of the projected cost of $471,00 0
in materials had been collected. Originally, construc-
tion was to be accomplished by the 3d Engineer Bat-
talion and the 128th Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion, with Vietnamese assistance . But with
redeployment of the 3d Marine Division before th e
hospital could be completed, remaining U.S . Army
forces in Quang Tri Province assumed responsibility .

At the time construction of the permanent hospita l
began, a temporary facility at Dong Ha Combat Bas e
was in operation . The 3d Medical Battalion furnished
the physical plant, and, along with 19 Vietnames e
nurses and 22 other civilians, undertook the task of
providing the temporary hospital 's medical support .
By December, the complex had treated a total of
20,600 outpatients, with referrals coming from as far
north as the Demilitarized Zone and as far south a s
Hue . When the 3d Marine Division redeployed th e
facility was moved to Quang Tri Combat Base and th e
Army ' s 18th Surgical Hospital, 67th Medical Group
assumed the task of providing medical support .1 2

Under the administrative and operational contro l
of Force Logistic Command, the Hoa Khanh Childre n 's
Hospital near Da Nang had grown from a small road -
side dispensary into a fully equipped 120-bed pedi-
atric facility by 1969 . Built with thousands of hours
of donated Marine labor and sustained by ove r
$300,000 in annual contributions by servicemen an d
concerned groups and individuals in the United States ,
the hospital treated hundreds of children, who woul d
have otherwise died or become permanently incapaci-
tated from a wide variety of the simplest of childhoo d
accidents and illnesses .1 3

While assisting in major civic action projects, in-
dividual Marines and their units continued to help
Vietnamese who lived within their TAORs or near thei r
camps and bases . Marines participated in numerou s
minor construction projects and provided supplies and
money for local schools, religious institutions, and

refugee centers . Typical of the efforts were those of
Force Logistic Support Group-Bravo at Dong Ha ,
which in January began collecting and hauling scrap
lumber and cement declared unusable for the rebuild-
ing of approximately 200 homes and temples des-
troyed the year before. By May, 175 homes and two
temples had been completely repaired . Marines no t
only shared excess material, but also their time. Three
times a week, for example, members of Headquarter s
Battery, 12th Marines conducted English classes at th e
Buddhist High School, Semi-Public High School, and
District Headquarters High School at Dong Ha 1 4

The effectiveness of the Marine civic action program ,
however, was questionable . The immediate effects were
obvious : medical treatment cured illness and heale d
wounds ; a new well provided water where there wa s
none before ; and discarded lumber built houses an d
schools . But the question of whether the program wo n
support for the South Vietnamese Government and
greater acceptance for the Marines among the loca l
populace remained unanswered .

The Grass-Roots Campaign

The primary pacification mission of Marine com-
bat units was to provide security for the local popula-
tion . Much of their activity was directly or indirectl y
involved in keeping enemy military units from cities ,
villages, and hamlets, and assisting the governmen t
in eradicating the Viet Cong Infrastructure. Those Ma -
rines involved in the Combined Action Program ha d
security at the village- and hamlet-level and the supres -
sion of local guerrillas as their exclusive mission .

The Combined Action Program originated with th e
Marines in 1965 when III MAF, in attempting to se -
cure the heavily populated area around the Hue-Ph u
Bai Airfield, discovered a "ready-made ally" in the sur -
rounding hamlets — the pan-time soldiers of the Popu -
lar Forces, the lowest echelon of the Vietnamese Arme d
Forces . Minimally trained, armed, and paid, and com-
manded at the district-level, they could do littl e
towards the basic mission of providing hamlet- an d
village-level security. From the beginning, Marines o n
patrol had taken members of the Popular Forces along
as guides and interpreters, but with proper suppor t
and training, it was thought they could relieve regu-
lar Marines of the local defensive mission and assis t
in weeding out the enemy .15 From this ad hoc effor t
in 1965, the Combined Action Program was to gro w
from seven platoons in January 1966, to 57 a year later ,
and to over 100 platoons deployed throughout I Corp s
in late 1968 .
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Abel Papers, Marine Corps Historical Center
Col Edward F. Danowitz, left, head of the Combined Action Program, interviews a volun-
teer. All CAP members were volunteers, but not all were accepted into the program .

To work with the Popular Forces, III MAF create d
the combined action platoon (CAP), consisting of a
15-man Marine rifle squad composed of a squad lead-
er, M79 grenadier, Navy corpsman, and three fir e
teams of four men each . Together with a Popular Forc e
platoon of approximately 35 men, the combined uni t
defended one village or group of hamlets . Each ele-
ment of the team complemented the other . Marines
provided advice, training, encouragement, and acces s
to American medical evacuation and fire support . Th e
Popular Forces, being local residents, provide d
knowledge of the area, rapport with the people, in -
formation about the enemy, and "the motivation tha t
was inherent in the defense of one's home"1 6

Unlike conventional American and ARVN comba t
forces which swept through a village and then move d
on, the Combined Action Platoons remained to pro-
tect the villagers from Viet Cong terrorism. As the Ma-
rines increasingly won the confidence of the people
with whom they lived and worked, the platoons no t
only became a major source of allied intelligence, but
a screen behind which the government could reestab-
lish its authority and undertake social and economic

improvements . As the platoons ' successes grew so did
the number of platoons, and by 1969 the program had
been extended to all five provinces within I Corps . To
administer and coordinate the activities of the pla-
toons, III MAF subsequently created combined actio n
companies and then combined action groups (CAGs).

At the beginning of 1969, four combined actio n
groups were in operation : the 1st, under Lieutenan t
Colonel Earl R . Hunter, headquartered at Chu Lai ,
controlled 4 companies and 26 platoons scattered
throughout Quang Tin and Quang Ngai Provinces ;
the 2d, the largest, was composed of 8 companies and
36 platoons under Lieutenant Colonel Edward L .
Lewis, Jr., and worked out of Hoi An in Quang Nam
Province; the 3d, under Lieutenant Colonel Robert D .
Whitesell, controlled 5 companies and 31 platoons i n
Thua Thien Province; and the 4th, commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel John E. Greenwood, was compose d
of 3 companies and 18 platoons operating in Quang
Tri Province . Attached to each group was a mobil e
training team which assisted in the training of th e
Popular Force Platoons . The teams' function was take n
over during the year by the Army's Mobile Advisory
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Teams" Over 1,600 Marines and 128 Navy corpsme n
composed the four Combined Action Groups ; thes e
Americans worked with about 3,100 Popular Force
soldiers . By year 's end, the program achieved its autho -
rized strength of 20 companies and 114 platoons .

III MAF exercised control of the four groups throug h
the Assistant Chief of Staff, Combined Action Pro -
gram, Colonel Edward F. Danowitz and his successors ,
Colonel Charles R. Burroughs and Colonel Theodor e
E . Metzger. Lieutenant General Nickerson, in consul-
tation with General Lam, the I Corps commander ,
passed on every change in deployment of a Marin e
squad assigned to the program . To improve coordina-
tion and administration of the growing program, Nick-
erson late in 1969 recommended the establishment o f
a Combined Action Force (CAF), with its own head -
quarters under III MAF, as the groups, General Nicker-
son noted, were essentially "battalions" 18 The proposal
was approved and instituted in early January 1970 .

In the field, the combined action platoons operat-
ed under a complex chain of command . The Marine s
assigned to squads were commanded by the assistan t
chief of staff for the program through the groups an d
companies, while the Popular Forces were responsible ,
in theory, to their village chief, but in practice took
orders from their district chief and through him fro m
the province chief and corps commander. Generally,
each combined action group headquarters was collo-
cated at the province headquarters and provided ad-
ministrative support for the companies under it, i n
addition to training both Marines and Popular Forces
and assigning areas of operation in consultation wit h
province chiefs and regular unit commanders . Com-
bined action company headquarters, located with dis-
trict headquarters, maneuvered the platoons i n
consultation with the district chief and his U.S . Army
advisor, arranged for artillery and air support, evacu-
ation of casualties, and reinforcement for platoons un-
der its control .

The area of operation assigned to each platoon, nor-
mally a single village or group of hamlets, was mutu-
ally agreed to by the province chief, the grou p
commander, and the commander of the regular in-
fantry battalion operating in the area . The village or
hamlets, once assigned to the platoon, became the ex-
clusive territory of that platoon and non-CAP unit s
were prohibited from entering the area without th e
permission of the district chief and combined actio n
company commander. Within each platoon 's area, th e
Marine squad leader and the Popular Force sergeant,

neither of whom had command over the other, direct-
ed the daily operations of the platoon by consultatio n

and agreement . The effectiveness of this system of dual
command depended entirely upon the trust an d
respect which existed between the Marine and Popu-
lar Force leader.

Initially, Marines who joined the Combined Actio n
Program were volunteers obtained from the two divi-
sions . This proved to be a problem as Colonel Charle s
R. Burroughs noted : "we would get the man afte r
maybe six months in-country. First thing would b e
R&R, then we would send him to school . We los t
about a month, which left five months with th e
CAPs . "19 By 1969, a majority of combined action Ma-
rines were obtained directly from the United States,
the remaining volunteers, those who requested trans-
fer to the CAPs, came from other III MAF Marine
units . Once personally screened to ensure adaptability
to the program, the selected Marines attended the two -
week Combined Action Program School at Da Nan g
where they received refresher training in basic infan-
try weapons, small unit tactics, first aid, map and com-
pass reading, the basic techniques for requesting an d
controlling artillery, air strikes, and medical evacua-
tion flights, and language . Upon graduation, the stu-
dents were given a language examination and thos e
who exhibited an aptitude for language returned to
Da Nang after two to four months in the field with
a platoon to receive intensive Vietnamese language in-
struction at the program's language school . Most train-
ing, however, was of the "on-the-jo b " variety: " the CAP
Marine conceives of himself as a combat Marine, an d
therefore his classroom is the ' bush ' where the VC pro -
vide the necessary training aids" 2 0

Throughout 1969, the CAPs continued to perform
the six basic missions assigned them: destroy the Vie t
Cong hamlet-village infrastructure ; provide public
security and help maintain law and order; protect the
local governing structure; guard facilities and impor-
tant lines of communications within the village and
hamlet ; organize local intelligence nets ; and partici-
pate in civic action and psychological operation s
against the Viet Cong . The Marine element of th e
CAP had additional missions assigned : conduct train-
ing in general military subjects and leadership fo r
Popular Forces assigned to the platoon ; motivate, in -
still pride, patriotism, and aggressiveness in the Popu-
lar Force soldier ; conduct combined day and night
patrols and ambushes ; conduct combined operations
with other allied forces ; and ensure that information
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gathered was made available to nearby allied forces .
Marines were to prepare the Popular Force element t o
assume effectively the platoon ' s mission upon the Ma-
rine squad ' s relocation to a new village where govern-
ment authority was contested and where the local P F
were ineffective in dealing with the enemy. "Thus ,
CAP Marines are engaged in a process of perpetuall y
working themselves out of a job, a procedure whic h
exemplifies the concept of Vietnamization .."2 1

Combined action platoons accomplished their secu-
rity mission by continually deploying day and nigh t
patrols and setting ambushes in and around their as -
signed villages . When not on patrol, the CAPs, ini-
tially, tended to be tied to fortified compounds, one
of which Corporal Michael E . Gordy, platoon leade r
with the 4th CAG, described :

When we first moved out here, we cleared all the tree s
and started laying wire . The wire around here consists of
a continuous belt, this belt consists of one row of triple -
strength concertina, then one row of tangle-foot, then
another row of triple-strength concertina, another row o f
tangle-foot, another row of triple-strength concertina ,
another row of tangle-foot, and then a double-apron fence ,
and that is all the way around this compound . Now inter-
laced in all this wire are about 150 tripflares and there ar e
about 40 claymores around this position . . . . We have an

81 mortar here. We have a 60 mortar . We have one M6 0
machine gun. In the compound at all times there is at leas t
one M79, and of course the Marines and PFs are all equipped
with M16s . . . . We are not really sweating getting overrun
that much because we feel that we have a pretty tight com-
pound here and we think our defenses are such that we coul d
hold off probably anything up to a company until we coul d
get some tanks here 2 2

These compounds, Marines found, not only offere d
the enemy lucrative targets, but weakened the securi-
ty screen around the village by tying many of the pla-
toons down to defending a fixed position .

By mid-1969, a majority of the platoons had aban-
doned the defensive role of the past and adopted the
"Mobile CAP " concept of operations . Establishing no
position more permanent than a command post at a
specific location during any 12-hour period, platoon s
were to patrol and ambush continually among thei r
assigned villages and hamlets without using the sam e
routes, trails, or setting a pattern of operations . Al l
villages and hamlets were to be checked at least onc e
every 24 hours 23 By doing so, they would make it im-
possible for the Viet Cong to feel safe anywhere in or
near the protected hamlets . This tactic not only al -
lowed the platoons to screen a larger area more effec -

Capt John D. Niotis, Commanding Officer of Combined Action Company 2-5, discusse s
the placement ofplatoons in Hoa Fang District with District Chief Maj Mai Xuan Hau .

Department of Defense Photo (USMC) A192928
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tively with the same number of men, but it kept th e
enemy uncertain as to the platoons' whereabouts an d
thus less likely to enter the protected hamlets .2 4

While security patrols and ambushes occupied a
majority of their time, CAP units also participated in
other types of operations and activities . They often
worked with U.S., ARVN, and territorial forces in cor-
don and searches or helped in offensive sweeps of th e
villages and hamlets under their care . During Opera-
tion Bold Mariner, for example, platoons of the 1st
CAG assisted Army and Marine units in sweeping the
enemy-infested Batangan Peninsula . In addition to
training Popular Forces so as to promote greater self-
sufficiency, combined action units also provided allie d
forces with a substantial amount of local intelligence
on such subjects as the location of heavily-used ene-
my trails, identity of Viet Cong Infrastructure mem-
bers, and the sites of emplaced mines and boobytraps.

Away from combat and training, CAP Marines spent
much of their time helping the villagers improve thei r
daily lives . The attached Navy corpsmen held periodic
sick calls where the people gathered for the treatmen t
of minor injuries and illnesses . The corpsmen also
taught personal hygiene and trained volunteers in bas-
ic first aid for service in the local dispensary. CAP rifle -
men distributed food, clothing, building materials ,
and school supplies, as well as assisted the villager s
in self-help projects, as one Marine sergeant and CA P
squad leader noted :

They already had the dispensary set up, we just supplie d
them with necessary items . We built them two new bridges .
The old bridges were rotted . The two good ones they had ,
someone blew them up . . . . So we built them new bridges
so they could bring their buffalo carts across, bring their
goods to the market for sale . We built, I don't know how
many, buffalo pens . We got bags of cement for them, and
everything, lumber, and for the church, we got them all new
desks for the classrooms25

Throughout 1969, the Combined Action Program
continued to achieve success in its primary mission of
improving local security, but the program did ex-
perience a number of problems . Disputes often arose
between regular infantry units and the platoons ove r
the requirement that line units obtain both CAP an d
district approval before entering the CAP area of oper-
ations . In an effort to ameliorate the situation, bot h
formal and informal arrangements were made amon g
the local commanders to ensure greater cooperatio n
and coordination . At the platoon-level, difficulties re-
mained. Of major concern was the reluctance on the

part of the Popular Forces to adopt the mobile con-
cept, preferring instead to remain in compounds or
other fixed installations. This lack of mobility was a
direct consequence of village pressure to keep Popula r
Forces as close to the village as possible in order to af-
ford maximum personal security for the village an d
its officials .

Although disagreements sometimes arose tha t
brought Marines and Popular Forces close to blows,
working and social relationships were for the most par t
harmonious, as one platoon leader reported :

Whatever we ate, we let them eat. Like if we got a chow
supply, they'd eat right along with us . We never separated
them like a lot of the CAPs I've seen . They'd tell the Fox-
trots [PFs], time for chow and they'd take off for the vill e
. . . and eat . Well, we all ate together here, or if we wante d
to go in the ville some place, one of the mama-sans, we ha d
several of them, we had three of them we called mother,
just like American mothers, and they cooked us chow an d
stuff . . . and we' d all eat together and play games . . . .
Just a close relationship, working with them and treatin g
them like you're treated and it helped them understand ,
well he's treating us just like them, there's no difference 2 6

In spite of problems, Marines and others alike, re-
mained convinced of the success of the Combined Ac-
tion Program . Among the program' s ardent supporters
was Mr. Alexander Firfer, I Corps Deputy for CORDS ,
who noted:

Unless you had the Vietnamese governing themselves, feel-
ing responsible for what is going on, and feeling they reall y
had a share in decisions, instead of being told by the province
chief or by the zone commander what they were going t o
do, it was obvious you could not get the support of the peo-
ple and without the support of the people you could no t
beat the enemy. Within this kind of context, the CAPs played
a very important role . For one thing, they were stationed
out there with the people, near their villages or in their vil-
lages, helping defend those villages. Thus, in addition to
the local Vietnamese military, in whom perhaps the villager s
did not have great confidence, you had a group of U.S . sold-
iers, Marines, whom the villagers trusted and depended on .
And the Marines were trained in such a way that they di d
more than just participate in village defense, they made
friends with the people and sought ways to help them, i n
what I suppose you would call a "civic action way ." This in-
volved health, this involved just plain loving care, this in-
volved small technical assistance, this involved the provisio n
of certain commodities that the village didn't have, and thi s
involved an organization which allowed them to call up th e
headquarters and say, "look my village needs so and so, pleas e
get it for me" Now with that kind of an interrelationship ,
the CAPs were a way of stimulating the Vietnamese hamlet
residents to do something about their own defense .2 7

"You are" he continued, "fish in the sea and the sea
is the population . . . . If you want the people with
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Cpl Walter Rebacz and his scout dog, King, lead a CAP patrol composed of Marines an d
local Popular Forces out from a protected village three kilometers south of Tam Ky .

you, you had better be in touch with the people an d
find some way to reflect their needs, their concerns ,
and some how get their involvement . . . . This was
the approach taken by the Marines :'"

Operationally, 1969 was an active year for the pro -
gram. Aided by the increase in size and a mobil e
posture, combined action platoons conducted in excess
of 145,000 combat patrols and ambushes, 73 percen t
of which were conducted at night . Although these

operations were nearly double the number execute d
the previous year, the overall enemy toll, 1,938 killed,
425 taken prisoner, and 932 weapons captured, wa s
lower, reflecting the enemy's inability to penetrate, o r
desire to avoid, platoon-protected villages and
hamlets .

Capitalizing on the success and effectiveness of the
Combined Action Program, General Nickerson, in Oc-
tober, initiated the Infantry Company Intensive Pacifi-
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cation Program (ICIPP) . Realizing that the Marines
were about to be phased out, he felt that the concep t
of the combined action platoon should be continued ,
and thus he convinced the Army, which was to succeed
the Marines in I Corps, to accept a similar program? 9
Employing the basic principles of the CAP, infantr y
companies, and eventually battalions, were to be as -
signed the primary mission of pacification ; squads
were to be combined with Regional or Popular Forc e
platoons and deployed to target hamlets, selected by
the province chief in close coordination with the lo -
cal brigade or regimental commander. The ICIPP,
however, differed from the Combined Action Program
in two respects . Unlike CAP Marines, ICIPP Marine s
and Army infantrymen were not formally selected no r
trained; they remained as members of a rifle compa-
ny which had been given a special mission . In addi-
tion, the ICIPP companies remained under th e
operational control of its parent unit and were for th e
most part deployed within the regiment's or brigade' s
area of operations .

On 3 October, the Americal Division began ICIP P
operations in Quang Ngai Province, deploying Com-
pany D, 5th Battalion, 46th Infantry in three contest-
ed Son Tinh District hamlets . Then, on 15 October,
Company A, 1st Battalion, 52d Infantry was inserte d
into two Son Tinh hamlets, one contested and on e
under Viet Cong control. Initially, platoons rather than
squads were deployed with encouraging results .

Participation by the 1st Marine Division began in
late November with the deployment of squads fro m
Company M, 1st Marines to three contested hamlet s
near Hill 55 . Five additional hamlets were added i n
early December . Following its first complete month
of ICIPP operations, the security efforts of Company
M had raised the four VC-controlled and four contest-
ed hamlets to the status of five relatively secure an d
three contested . As the year ended, the 7th Marine s
selected nine hamlets for operations beginning in mid -
January, and the 5th Marines started ICIPP trainin g
and initiated the selection of target hamlets in coor-
dination with district and provincial officials s 0

Results

Throughout South Vietnam, progress in pacificatio n
during 1969 was dramatic . Unhampered by a massive
Mt Offensive, as in 1968, which temporarily sidetrack-
ed pacification efforts, the government made substan-
tial gains in the reestablishment of governmental and
economic structures as well as in the return of stable
living conditions for both urban and rural inhabitants.

Under the three separate, but interrelated, country -
wide pacification and development programs, I Corp s
made steady propress during 1969 in achieving mos t
of these programs' goals . This success was largely at-
tributable to the efforts of the government workin g
hand-in-hand with III MAF to produce a comprehen-
sive effort involving even the most remote communi-
ties and the lowest military echelons .

Although the overall population security posture of
I Corps increased during the year from 69 .3 percen t
to 93 .6, exceeding the assigned 90 percent level, eac h
province achieved varying degrees of security . With th e
shift of enemy interest in late 1968 from northern I
Corps to the three southernmost provinces, Quang Tr i
and Thua Thien reached the highest levels . Thua
Thien, the first province to indicate 100 percent of it s
population free from Viet Cong and NVA domination ,
reached this plateau at the end of June, with Quan g
Tri following suit three months later; however, abou t
9,000 persons in Thua Thien returned to Viet Con g
control during December. Despite being subjected t o
increased enemy efforts to disrupt the various pacifi-
cation programs, the three southern provinces made
dramatic increases in population security. Although
Quang Tin exhibited the largest increase, 57 .2 to 86 . 7
percent, its year-end security-level rating remained th e
lowest of the provinces within the tactical zone . Quang
Nam advanced from 62 to 92 percent, and Quang
Ngai moved from 63 to 91 percent . Of a total popu-
lation of 2,998,200 in I Corps, 2,805,900 inhabitants
were considered secure at year-end .

The concerted drive to neutralize the Viet Cong In-
frastruture was also successful . By the end of Decem-
ber, 5,363 members of the infrastructure, 82 percent
of whom came from the three southern provinces, had
been killed, captured, or had rallied, exceeding th e
set goal of 4,800 by more than 500 . As a result of th e
heavy losses, NVA troops began to assume a more
prominent role at the local level in an effort to creat e
a stronger, viable organization . "This was considere d
by many," noted Colonel Theodore E. Metzger, Com-
manding Officer of the Combined Action Force, "to
be an act of desperation. At the local level, it was a
development productive of much resentment by th e
old time VC who had survived, but who were now be-
ing told what to do by aggressive, overbearing NVA
regulars who were neither familiar with local problem s
nor with the terrain, the people, and the opposing
forces ." 31 Although the network had been weakene d
by neutralizations, the Viet Cong and NVA had
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replaced many of those lost during the year, leavin g
an estimated strength of some 19,000 . The 1970 Pacifi-
cation and Development Plan prescribed an even more
ambitious campaign to ferret out and destroy this ene-
my faction .

The 1969 Chieu Hoi campaign was the highligh t
of the year, as an unprecedented 5,996 Hoi Chanh ral-
lied to the government in I Corps, a dramatic increas e
over the 3,600 expected . Two distinct trends wer e
reversed during the year. First, the two northernmos t
provinces yielded less than 10 percent of the year's to-
tal, whereas during the previous year, better than 5 0
percent had come from Quang Tri and Thua Thien .
This reversal was caused primarily by the enemy's shift
of emphasis from the northern to the souther n
provinces, where his soldiers and nonmilitary support-
ers, demoralized by personnel losses and lack of sup -
port, rallied in large numbers . The second reversal was
seen in the type of defector, as more nonmilitary sup -
porters than armed combatants switched sides, bring-
ing with them fewer weapons when they surrendered

Although the goal of completely reestablishin g
popularly elected governments at the local level was
not met during the year, 91 percent of I Corps ' vil -

lages and 99 percent of its hamlets could boast of hav-
ing elected representatives; the remainder wer e
government-appointed officials . While the specifi c
goal was not met, two important things did occur .
First, 85 percent of the population voted, indicatin g
the elections "meant for them something about local
control, something about their involvement and thei r
rights ." Secondly, younger, more dynamic individu-
als replaced approximately one third of the older poli-
ticians. Thus, the elections saw participation, rea l
campaigning, new faces, and new blood 3 2 The goal
of resettling and restoring to self-sufficiency all bu t
55,000 refugees by the end of the year, was likewis e
not met, although the refugee population was reduce d
from 619,000 to 169,000 .

The effort to develop a local self-defense syste m
showed dynamic growth in the number of citizens or-
ganized, trained, and armed during 1969 . The People' s
Self-Defense Forces at the end of the year encompasse d
548,190 members, 287,000 of whom were trained an d
81,000 armed, fulfilling the stated goal in eac h
category. Advances were also made in rejuvenating th e
rural economy, such as on Go Noi Island and i n
Leatherneck Square, but there were setbacks . Amon g
them was the attempt to reclaim land around Phu Loc ,

As part of the Infantry Company Intensive Pacification Program, a Marine instructs a
member of the Popular Forces in the care and cleaning of the infantryman's M16 rifle .

Department of Defense Photo (USMC) A372497
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south of Hue, and place it back into agricultura l
production . "There was a simple problem," the II I
MAF Deputy for CORDS noted, "there were lan d
mines, there were bombs, and what was needed wer e
some Rome Plows to just go over the field and try t o
explode or pull out any remaining explosives . Well ,
I never succeeded in convincing anyone to respond t o
what was proposed . . . . Putting the land back into
production was giving the villagers a stake in the South
Vietnamese Government" 33 In the area of psycholog-
ical operations, III MAF, ARVN, and South Viet-
namese Government agencies joined together i n
continuously providing the civilian population with

information concerning government plans and poli-
cies, while degrading enemy morale through exploi-
tation of his losses and inevitable defeat .

After five years of American involvement, the allie s
had erected a strong defensive screen, behind which
pacification and development had taken root . Securi-
ty operations had reduced Communist control of th e
villages and hamlets and with it the enemy's abilit y
to draw popular support and disrupt nation-building
efforts . The South Vietnamese at all levels had begun
to establish elected governments and stable economies .
Yet for the Marines, Army, and South Vietnamese i n
I Corps, much remained to be accomplished .



CHAPTER 17

Special Landing Force Operation s

The Strategic Reserve—Organization and Operations—The Fleet's Contingency Force

The Strategic Reserv e

The United States Seventh Fleet's amphibious arm ,
Amphibious Task Force 76, composed of the Amphibi-
ous Ready Group (ARG) and Special Landing Forc e
(SLF), was established by the Commander in Chief,
Pacific in July 1960 as a balanced mobile contingenc y
force to meet strategic reserve requirements through -
out the Western Pacific and Indian Ocean . From the
beginning of the major United States comitment i n
Vietnam, the fleet's Amphibious Ready Group and
its embarked Special Landing Force either augment-
ed forces already ashore or conducted amphibious raid s
along the entire coast of South Vietnam, fronting the
South China Sea. Since 1967, when a second force was
established, their deployments, as arranged through
mutual coordination between the Commander ,
Seventh Fleet and Commander, U.S . Military As-
sistance Command, Vietnam, and as made availabl e
by CinCPac through Commander in Chief, Pacific
Fleet, provided for separate and alternating employ-
ments of the two forces . However, due to the height-
ened level of conflict in South Vietnam, notably i n
I Corps Tactical Zone beginning in the summer o f
1967, III MAF often employed the two SLFs concur-
rently for operations within the zone .

By mid-1968, the Special Landing Forces were bein g
committed ashore more often and stayed longer than
originally envisioned, resulting not only in a deterio-
ration of the fleet's strategic reserve capability, but i n
the Marine Corps' amphibious character in the region .
Both Task Group 79 and the 9th Marine Amphibious
Brigade, which directly controlled the two Marine
landing forces, were "under constant and conflictin g
pressures concerning the employment of its combat
assets," according to brigade Chief of Staff, Colone l
John Lowman, Jr ., "each completely justifiable from
the viewpoint of the commander involved ." The
commonly-held view at III MAF was that "any comba t
Marine not ashore and fighting was not being properl y
utilized. Hence, the periods of OpCon ashore grew
longer and longer." With the SLFs constantly ashore ,
the Seventh Fleet ' s amphibious reserve was thus un-
available to meet a sudden crisis elsewhere, and there -

fore " it was hard for the Navy to justify the expens e
of keeping under-utilized amphibious shipping hang-
ing off the Vietnamese coast ." Charged with th e
responsibility for operations throughout South Viet-
nam, constant demands were made on MACV for th e
use of the SLFs in areas other than I Corps, especiall y
in the coastal region south of Saigon . "This viewpoint ,"
noted Colonel Lowman, "had some measure of sup -
port from Seventh Fleet staff and none at all from II I
MAF. In fact, the easiest way to get thrown out of the
III MAF compound was to even mention the subject" 1

"The operations of the SLFs, for a long while, we
were quite perturbed about," noted Colonel Clyde W .
Hunter, G-3, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, "pri-
marily because we thought they were being misused ;
that the divisions were using the SLFs improperly, ac-
tually ginning up operations just to get them ashore
and then tie them down to a TAOR, or into some kin d
of operation, that had no connection to their missio n
as an SLF." 2 Although shore demands on the two land-
ing forces diminished somewhat following Tet and the
allied response, both forces by the beginning of 196 9
had not yet fully resumed their role as forces afloat ,
ready to respond to any contingency throughout th e
Pacific Command's area of responsibility .

Some critics, both in and out of South Vietnam ,
continued to express the opinion that amphibious
operations were a waste of time and that the Special
Landing Forces should be left ashore permanently .
Others saw it differently. "This is the name of the
game," observed one special landing force commander ,
"there should be more of it . Let's face it, we are am-
phibious in nature, and there are only two little smal l
units in the Marine Corps today that are active in a
truly amphibious role " 3 Frustrations were evident as
another remarked :

The tenor [of operations] seems to be to go through you r
amphibious assault phases and as soon as you get yourself
established on the beach you are chopped OPCON to th e
unit commander ashore, which is a pretty frustrating busi-
ness . . . . As an SLF commander, you are somewhat of a
minister without portfolio ; you spend most of your time i n
III MAF trying to get some targeting for yourself and tryin g
to get your troops out on board ship for necessary trainin g
and rehab[ilitation] . You play the role, so-to-speak, to get
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in the show yourself with your SLF, the entire SLF . . . .
This SLF business is the last grasp we have on amphibiou s
business . . . it has to be pushed . You have to target it proper-
ly and employ these BLTs in the amphibious role?

The failure of some observers to realize that the Unite d
States had other commitments and responsibilities in
the region, and that the two Marine landing forces
could not be dedicated solely to the war in South Viet-
nam would be corrected in 1969 .

Organization and Operations

A part of the Pacific Command reserve, the Special
Landing Forces were "balanced, self-sustaining fight-
ing units," each consisting of a Marine Battalion Land-
ing Team and a Marine Medium Helicopter Squadro n
(HMM). The battalion landing team was task -

organized and thus had no standard composition o r
size ; it could vary in the number of personnel from
a minimum of 1,060 to a maximum of 1,937 . Typi-
cally, the team was composed of an infantry battalio n
with attached combat support units, ranging from ar-
tillery to reconnaissance and shore party detachments .
The helicopter component was a twenty-four CH-34D ,
or CH-46A-equipped squadron . Also included wer e
separate billets for the force commander and staff .

The two landing forces, Alpha and Bravo (Nav y
designated Task Groups 79 .4 and 79 .5) were under th e
command of the 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade ,
headquartered on Okinawa. While at sea, they were
under the control of the Commander, Amphibiou s
Task Force, Seventh Fleet . When in Vietnam they were
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STRENGTH, ARMS, AND EQUIPMENT OF A TYPICA L
SPECIAL LANDING FORCE

STRENGTH
USMC

	

US N
UNITS EMBARKED *

	

OFF

	

ENL

	

OFF

	

ENL

	

EQUIPMENT

SLF Headquarters Detachment 10 46 0 0 68 M60 Machine Gu n
28 M20 3 .5 Rocket Launche r

BLT 2/26 16 M2 Machine Gu n
2d Bn, 26th Mar 37 1,160 3 61 12 M 10 60mm Mortar
Mortar Battery, 1st Bn, 12th Mar 3 64 0 2 8 M20 81mm Mortar
Battery B, 1st Bn, 13th Mar 10 99 0 2 8 M40 106mm Recoilless Rifl e
Platoon, Co A, 5th Amtrac Bn 1 37 0 0 6 M30 107mm Morta r
Platoon, Co A, 5th Antitank Bn 1 21 0 0 6 MIOIA 105 Howitze r
Platoon, Co A, 5th Tank Bn 1 28 0 0 5 M48 90mm Tan k
Platoon, Co A, 5th Recon Bn 1 21 0 0 5 M50 Ontos
Platoon, Co A, 5th Engineer Bn I 38 0 1 2 M2 Flame Thrower
Platoon, Co C, 5th Motor Transport Bn 1 31 0 0
Platoon, Co A, 5th Shore Party Bn 1 45 0 1 36 M35 2½ Cargo Truc k
Clear Platoon, Co D, 5th Medical Bn 0 5 3 20 10 LVTP- 5
Det, Hq Bn, 5th MarDiv 1 8 0 0 1 LVTP-6
Det, Hq Co, 26th Mar 0 6 0 0 9 M422 1/4T Mit e
Det, Communication Supt Co, 9th MAB 0 0 0 0 8 M274 1/2T Mul e
Det, 15th Dental Co 0 0 1 1 5 M37 3/4T Cargo Truck

2 M49 Tank Truck

HMM-362 55 205 1 3 2 M-54 Cargo Truc k
1 M38 1/2T Utility Truc k
1 M170 Ambulance

(Aircraft: 24 UH-34D)

Totals

*SLF Alpha, January 1969

123 1,814 8 92

under the operational control of III Marine Amphibi-
ous Force or its subordinate units . Prior to 1969, any
reinforced infantry battalion within III MAF was lia-
ble for assignment to the Special Landing Force fo r
a six-month tour, but under the brigade leadershi p
of Brigadier General John E . Williams in late 1968 ,
and with the concurrence of FMFPac and III MAF ,
Regimental Landing Team 26 (26th Marines, with ap-
propriate 5th Marine Division supporting units) wa s
reconstituted, and from it the two forces drew thei r
battalion landing teams throughout most of 1969 . Like
the infantry component, any medium helicopter squa-
dron of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing could be assigne d
to the SLF, but as a result of General William's reor-
ganization, two squadrons, HMM-164 and HMM-362,

replaced in May by HMM-265, were permanentl y
tasked to the 9th MAB for duty with the Marine land-
ing force .5

When not ashore, the two SLFs were embarked o n
board ships of the Seventh Fleet's Amphibious Read y
Groups, Alpha (Task Group 76 .4) and Bravo (Tas k
Group 76 .5) . Each fleet amphibious ready group con-
sisted of an amphibious assault ship (LPH), dock land-
ing ship (LSD), and a tank landing ship (LST) .
Additional ships were employed with the ARG as th e
situation dictated: the AP, a high-speed transport used
to carry underwater demolition teams and Marine
reconnaissance units, and either the amphibious trans -
port dock (LPD), the attack transport ship (APA), o r
the attack cargo ship (AKA)—all employed in trans -
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porting additional supplies, troops, and landing craft! '

The year began with both Special Landing Forces ,
Alpha and Bravo, ashore . On 5 January, following th e
completion of Valiant Hunt, a search and clear oper-
ation begun in mid-December on Barrier Island, sout h
of Hoi An, SLF Alpha (BLT 2/26 and HMM-362) un-
der the command of Colonel John F. McMahon, Jr . ,
was reembarked on board the Okinawa (LPH 3) an d
other ships of the ready group. Simultaneously, Col-
onel Robert R . Wilson 's SLF Bravo, BLT 3/26 an d
HMM-164, which had replaced BLT 2/7 an d
HMM-165, boarded the Tripoli (LPH 10), Ogden (LPD
5), Monticello (LSD 35), and Seminole (AKA 104) .

Within a week of terminating Valiant Hunt, bot h
Special Landing Forces assembled off Quang Ngai
Province in preparation for launching Operation Bol d
Mariner, slated to be the largest amphibious operation
carried out since the Korean War. Under the comman d
of Brigadier General Williams, in his dual role a s
Commanding General, 9th MAB and Commander,

Task Group 79, the brigade-size Marine landing force
was to join with elements of the Americal Division in
an assault on the Batangan Peninsula, 18 kilometers
south of Chu Lai, in an effort to destroy the enemy
stronghold and reestablish South Vietnamese control .*
Encompassing approximately 48 square kilometers of
flat fertile lowlands and rolling hills, the peninsul a
harbored elements of the 38th Viet Cong Main Force
Regiment, 48th Viet Cong Local Force Battalion, P-31st
Local Force Company, and the C-95th Sapper Com-
pany . From their well-entrenched positions on the
peninsula, the enemy units not only supported loca l
village and hamlet infrastructures, but posed a con-
tinual threat to Quang Ngai City to the southwest .

The operation began on 12 January with an am-
phibious demonstration off Mo Duc, 40 kilometers

*The Batangan Peninsula was the site of Operation Piranha con -
ducted by the 7th Marines in 1965 before being included in the
2d Korean Marine Brigade' s TAOR in 1966, and later the America l
Division's area of responsibility .

VAdm William F. Bringle, right, Commander, Seventh Fleet, is introduced to Col Rober t
R. Wilson, commanding SLF Bravo on board the Tripoli . Observing the introductio n
is BGen John E. Williams, center, Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade.

Courtesy of Col Robert R . Wilson (Ret .)
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Department of Defense Photo (USMC) A19255 5

The 26th Marines come ashore on the Batangan Peninsula in Quang Ngai Province, in-
itiating Bold Mariner, a joint operation with troops of the Army's Americal Division .

south of Chu Lai, in order to mask the intended oper-
ational area. At 0700 the following morning, Lieu -
tenant Colonel William F. Sparks' BLT 2/26 and
Lieutenant Colonel J .W.P. Robertson's BLT 3/26 as-
saulted the northern portion of the peninsula by air
and landing craft, as the Americal Divisio n 's Task Force
Cooksey, composed of elements of 46th Infantry an d
1st Cavalry, began a companion operation, Russel l
Beach, to seal off the area's southern boundary. Onc e
ashore, the battalion landing teams pushed south an d
east, linking up with elements of the Army task forc e
moving to the northeast . Within seven hours, the com-
bined force, supported by organic artillery and guns o f
the battleship New Jersey offshore, began sweeping
eastward, forcing the enemy toward the sea where ave-
nues of escape were blocked by Navy and Coast Guar d
patrol boats, supported by other ships of the fleet .

Resistance was negligible as Marine, Army, and 2 d
ARVN Division units tightened the cordon around th e
peninsula . There were clashes over the next several
days, consisting of brief exchanges with furtive groups
of enemy or individuals attempting to flee under cove r
of darkness . Among the obstacles encountered were
extensive networks of mines and boobytraps scattered
throughout the area and an equally extensive com-
plex of enemy earthworks, each of which had to be
searched and then destroyed . In the course of clear-
ing the mazes of tunnels, connecting trenches, caves ,
and shelters, numerous supply caches and training fa-
cilities were uncovered . During one such search on 19

January, Company F, 2d Battalion, 26th Marines cap-
tured 102 Vietnamese, 56 of whom were males of mili-
tary age . Later interrogation revealed that they were
members of the C-95th Sapper Company and
represented the largest single enemy unit captured vir-
tually intact up to that time .

Moving steadily eastward, the combined force en -
countered an ever-increasing number of civilians wh o
eventually were evacuated to the Combined Holdin g
and Interrogation Center, north of Quang Ngai City,
where they were given food, shelter, and medical treat -
ment, as necessary. There, U.S . forces, assisted by a pla-
toon of National Police Field Forces, a Regional Forc e
platoon, and three Armed Propaganda Teams, screen-
ed the detainees to determine possible affiliation wit h
the Viet Cong . In all, the center processed more tha n
11,900 civilians during the month-long operation .

On 24 January, the 2d Battalion, 26th Marines com-
pleted participation in the operation and returned t o
its amphibious shipping offshore for rehabilitation .
Two days later, Lieutenant Colonel Sparks' landin g
team again moved ashore, joining the 7th Marines i n
Operation Linn River, north of Liberty Bridge . On 7
February, operational control of the landing team was
passed to the 5th Marines and for the next five days
Sparks' battalion participated in Operation Taylor
Common within the same operational area until back -
loaded on board ships of the ready group for anothe r
period of training and repair .

With the withdrawal of BLT 2/26 from the Batan-
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Courtesy of Col Robert R . Wilson (Ret . )

Infantrymen of the 26th Marines force a suspected Viet Cong guerrilla from his hiding
place in one of the many tunnel networks that lay beneath the enemy-infestedpeninsula .
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gan Peninsula, operational control of Lieutenant
Colonel Robertson's battalion shifted from Task Forc e
79 to III MAF. Working in close coordination wit h
Army Task Force Cooksey, 3d Battalion, 26th Marines
continued searching the peninsula . During the las t
days of the operation, the battalion observed larg e
groups of enemy troops attempting to escape the ever -
shrinking cordon . Employing air and artillery, the bat-
talion engaged the enemy, who did not return fir e
although outnumbering Robertson's Marines on sever -
al occasions . On 7 February, the battalion began it s
withdrawal, leaving elements of the Americal Divi-
sion to complete the task of searching the operation -
al area.

Three days after completing Bold Mariner, Marine s
of BLT 3/26 entered Operation Taylor Common by way
of a vertical envelopment, codenamed Defiant Meas-
ure . In order to allow the prepositioning of other Ma-
rine units prior to Tet, Robertson's battalion initiall y
assumed responsibility for 100 kilometers of the Ari-
zona Territory, but as the operation progressed, in-
dividual companies moved out of the operational are a
in search of enemy troops . On 20 March, the battal-
ion landing team was replaced by the 2d Battalion ,
5th Marines and helilifted to An Hoa Combat Bas e
for the period of rehabilitation . Three days later, oper-
ational control of the battalion, now under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Edward W . Snelling, who
had replaced Robertson on the 3d, was passed to th e
7th Marines and on the 31st, 3d Battalion, 26th Ma-
rines, along with units of Colonel Robert L . Nichols'
regiment and the 51st ARVN Regiment, assaulte d
landing zones on Charlie Ridge and in Happy Valley ,
initiating operation Oklahoma Hills . *

After a week of training with its amphibious read y
group, the 2d Battalion, 26th Marines returned t o
Vietnamese waters as III MAF's mobile reserve force ,
liable to be committed during Tet. With the buildu p
of substantial enemy forces west of Da Nang, the bat-
talion landing team, now commanded by Lieutenan t
Colonel George M . Edmondson, Jr., began Operation
Eager Pursuit I on 1 March by way of an amphibiou s
landing and helicopter assault into operational area s
of the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines and 1st Battalion ,
26th Marines, northwest of Da Nang . The 10-day am-
phibious operation was followed by Eager Pursuit II ,
which continued until 27 March. Under the immedi-
ate control of the 5th Marines, Edmondson's battal -

*For a detailed account of BLT 3/26's participation in Operation s
Taylor Common and Oklahoma Hills, see Chapters 5 and 6 .

ion, supported by elements of the 51st ARVN
Regiment, swept east from Liberty Bridge, across G o
Noi Island and then back west, encountering a larg e
number of minefields and boobytraps, but only limit-
ed resistance . Following a day of rehabilitation o n
board ship, the battalion again moved ashore on th e
28th, assuming responsibility for the combined and
modified operational areas of the 2d and 3d Battal-
ions, 7th Marines, west of Da Nang . Once firmly es-
tablished in its new area, the 2d Battalion, 26th
Marines was replaced on 1 April by Lieutenant Colone l
George C . Kliefoth's 1st Battalion, 26th Marines as SLF
Alpha 's battalion landing team .

April activities of the two landing teams were rou-
tine as both were in support of operations ashore : BLT
3/26 engaged in Operation Oklahoma Hills in the
mountains west of Da Nang and BLT 1/26, in search
operations near the villages of Kim Lien and Quan g
Nam, straddling Route 1 north of Da Nang . Both hel-
icopter squadrons, Lieutenant Colonel Richard T .
Trundy's HMM-164 and Lieutenant Colonel Jack E .
Schlarp's HMM-362, when not training on board ship ,
were rotated alternately ashore to Phu Bai Airfield ,
where they were placed under the control of Marin e
Aircraft Group 36 in support of the 3d Marine Di -
vision .

In May, the 3d Battalion, 26th Marines completed
Oklahoma Hills and returned to Amphibious Ready
Group Bravo for a period of rehabilitation and train-
ing on the 4th . Serving as amphibious reserve for III
MAF, the BLT twice demonstrated its measure of read-
iness by being fully prepared to land all units within
24-hours notice and failing to do so only because of
last moment cancellation of the operations . The firs t
was to be directed against Hour Glass Island in Quan g
Ngai Province and the second in an area south of the
Cua Viet River, west of Wunder Beach in Quang Tri .
Despite preparations, both operations were cancelled
within 15 hours of landing by III MAF.

Snelling's Marines remained on board ship until 1 0
June when they moved ashore in preparation for th e
relief in place of 2d Battalion, 26th Marines, whic h
in turn began embarking on board ships of the read y
group. On the 12th, Lieutenant Colonel Edmondson's
Marines departed Vietnam, bound for Okinawa, mark-
ing the first time since April 1967 that a battalio n
landing team's rehabilitation and training cycle woul d
take place on the island . The tempo of the war ha d
until then precluded the movement of BLTs to Okina-
wa, the most desireable location for refurbishing du e
to the presence of the 3d Force Service Regiment .



W O .A



SPECIAL LANDING FORCE OPERATIONS

	

30 5

The June deployment of BLT 2/26 marked the first
out-of-country rehabilitation since BLT 2/7 was refur -
bished at Subic Bay in June 1968 . During the inter-
vening period, three battalion landing teams were
refurbished at Da Nang: 2/26 in August 1968 ; 3/2 6
in January 1969 ; and 1/26 in April 1969 . While the
Subic Bay and in-country rehabilitations were accom-
plished successfully, problems such as crowded por t
and maintenance facilities, lack of suitable trainin g
areas, and long supply lines combined to render th e
refurbishment less effective than under the original

concept calling for deployment to Okinawa .

Following tested methods, a team from the 9th Ma-
rine Amphibious Brigade on Okinawa conducte d
limited inspections of the battalion' s organic equip-
ment prior to embarkation, thereby allowing sufficien t
lead-time for the requisitioning of repair parts an d
other supplies . Upon arrival, the BLT had use of al l
9th MAB repair facilities, in addition to higher eche -

lon maintenance support available from the 3d Forc e
Service Regiment. A major contribution to the suc-
cessful completion of the refurbishment was the "BLT
Layette ." Assembled and held by the regiment, th e
package contained a cross-section of supply item s
needed by Edmondson' s Marines . Departing Okina-
wa on 26 June, the battalion landing team rejoine d
Amphibious Ready Group Bravo for movement to Su -
bic Bay and a period of tactical training.

While the 3d Battalion and then the 2d underwen t
periods of training and refurbishment, Lieutenan t
Colonel Kliefoth 's battalion participated in two major
landings south of Da Nang . The first, Daring Rebel ,
was viewed as a complement to on-going 1st Marin e
Division operations designed to block the western an d
southwestern approaches to the Da Nang Vital Area .
The amphibious objective area of the 1st Battalion ,
26th Marines was to be the central portion of Barrie r
Island known to harbor elements of the 3d, 36th, and

the battered 38th Viet Cong Regiments, 32 kilome -

On the flight deck of the Tripoli, a Marine CH-53 helicopter prepares to load elements
of the 3d Battalion, 26th Marines for an air assault into western Quang Nam Province.

Courtesy of Col Robert R. Wilson (Rec .)
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Marine Corps Historical Collectio n

A group of suspected local Viet Cong are led to a combined interrogation point by ele-
ments of the 1st Battalion, 26th Marines during the battalion's search of Barrier Islan d

ters south of Da Nang, near the Quang Nam-Quan g
Tin provincial boundary . In conjunction with the bat-
talion landing team, four companies of the 2d Korea n
Marine Brigade were to conduct search and clear oper-
ations to the northwest, while two battalions of the
51st and 54th ARVN Regiments supported the Ma-
rines with companion operation Vu Ninh 03 on th e
island near the Song Cau Dau, and the Americal Di -
vision conducted armored cavalry screening operation s
to the south and west . On Long Dong, a small islan d
just northwest of Barrier Island, Regional and Popu-
lar forces were to provide security for a Combine d
Holding and Interrogation Center, operated by Viet-
namese authorities, and to conduct local patrol oper-
ations . In addition, U.S . Navy and Coast Guard vessels
were to conduct coastal, river, and estuary patrols ,
blocking enemy escape routes as well as providing coor -
dinated naval gunfire support for the forces ashore .

Before dawn on 5 May, Amphibious Ready Grou p
Alpha converged offshore and made preparations to
land BLT 1/26, employing air strikes and naval gun -
fire to neutralize the landing beach and primar y
helicopter landing zones . At 1005, Company A, in th e
first wave of landing craft, moved unopposed acros s
Red Beach to spearhead the amphibious assault . Fur-
ther inland, Company C met sporadic sniper fire as

its helicopters from HMM-362 entered Landing Zon e
Lion. Touchdown of Company D at Landing Zone
Tiger was delayed an hour while air strikes completed
the destruction of numerous enemy fortifications un-
covered during the initial preparation of the landing
zone . Once ashore, a fire support base and beach sup -
port areas were established near Red Beach as Kliefoth's
Marines began search and clear operations to the

northeast .

During the initial stages of the operation, as in Bol d
Mariner, an extensive psychological campaign wa s
directed at the civilian population, alerting them of
their impending relocation to the combined center fo r
further screening, interrogation, classification, an d
eventual resettlement on the island . Aerial broadcasts ,
continually beamed over the entire area, instructed the
civilians to move south along the beach toward the
support area for transfer out of the combat zone, whil e
leaflets amplified the instructions . The immediate ef-
fect was the relocation of over 1,300 civilians durin g
the first two days of the operation . Ground action dur-
ing the 17-day operation was limited to dislodgin g
enemy troops and Viet Cong sympathizers from thei r
hiding places . Throughout the endeavor, the com-
bined force found the enemy to be extremely adep t
in conducting harassing attacks, planting boobytraps



SPECIAL LANDING FORCE OPERATIONS

	

30 7

and concealing himself in extensive, well-prepare d
bunker and tunnel complexes . Despite the use of or-
ganic artillery, air strikes, and fire from the rocket -
firing ship White River (LFR 536), and destroyers Mul-
linnix (DD 944), Frank E. Evans (DD 754), Noa (DD
841), and Douglas H. Fox (DD 779) on a rotating ba-
sis, these enemy fortifications only yielded their hid -
den caches and prisoners when thoroughly searche d
or probed by long metal rods .

The enemy was caught napping twice during th e
operation when Marine units, which had swept fro m
the southwest to the central portion of the island ,
boarded helicopters and returned to their origina l
landing zones . As Colonel William C . Doty, Jr., com-
mander of Special Landing Force Alpha, recounted :
"I felt that when the enemy saw us turn our backs an d
move north they would come across the river behin d
us . We jumped right back to the area and got them "

As a result of such tactics, the combined operation s
netted 303 Viet Cong killed, a majority of which
resulted from the actions of the two ARVN battalions ;
another 328 taken prisoner ; and 37 tons of rice, 4 ton s
of salt, and 131 weapons seized . In addition, over 7,000
civilians were eventually processed through the com-
bined center and resettled on the island under Viet-
namese control . "It had taken the enemy years to se t
up a good infrastructure," noted Colonel Doty, "b y
rooting out the VCI, we've hurt the enemy's caus e
much more than just taking prisoners . He has to start
rebuilding over again if he wants to reassert himsel f
in this area again" 8

The second landing came three days after comple-
tion of Daring Rebel, when Kliefoth 's battalion was
helilifted ashore during Gallant Leader, trucked fro m
Hill 55 to an area just north of Liberty Bridge, and
then began an easterly sweep toward Dodge City . With
the 3d Battalion, 5th Marines, the 1st Battalion, 26t h
Marines established blocking positions along th e
western edge of the area while the 1st Marines an d
ARVN Rangers, in Operation Pipestone Canyon, at-
tacked south towards Go Noi Island . The battalion
maintained these positions until 8 June when a tactical
withdrawal was conducted to ships of the ready group
in preparation for yet another landing on Barrie r
Island .

On the morning of 27 June, Special Landing Forc e
Alpha, employing helicopters of Lieutenant Colone l
Robert L. Gray, Jr.'s HMM-265, which had replace d
HMM-362 in late May, as well as amphibian tractor s
and assault landing craft, put BLT 1/26 once again

ashore on wedge-shaped Barrier Island in Operation
Bold Pursuit . Intelligence reports had indicated a ris e
in the number of enemy units in the Quang Tin por-
tion of the island, apparently tasked with thwartin g
Vietnamese pacification efforts begun during Opera-
tion Daring Rebel in May. Enemy strength was esti-
mated at 140 Viet Cong in main and local force units ,
300 guerrillas, and elements of the 70th Main Force
Battalion, of unknown strength . The total number of
enemy troops within supporting distance of the islan d
was estimated at 1,200 .

Landing at Blue Beach in the northern portion of
the island, a kilometer south of the Quang Nam -
Quang Tin provincial boundary, and at Landing Zones
Cobra, Rattler, and Krait, Lieutenant Colone l
Kliefoth's battalion began a southward purge of th e
island . Meanwhile, units of the Americal Division an d
Vietnamese Regional Forces established blocking po-
sitions on the western banks of the Song Truong Gian g
as a prelude to screening operations, and U.S . Navy
Swift boats, augmented by Coast Guard and Viet-
namese patrol craft, were stationed offshore to pre -
vent an enemy escape by sea.

Encounters were sporadic as enemy troops again en -
gaged in only occasional sniper fire and small-scale
skirmishes, avoiding contact with the numerically su-
perior forces of the landing team . As in Daring Re-
bel, Kliefoth's Marines uncovered numerous enemy
fortifications and hiding places, which subsequentl y
were destroyed by attached engineers . By the end of
the 10-day operation on 6 July, 42 Viet Cong had bee n
killed and 19 weapons seized . In addition, nine ene-
my troops were captured and 720 suspects detained
for further interrogation and eventual classification b y
Vietnamese authorities .

Four days after reembarking on board shipping of
the Amphibious Ready Group, BLT 1/26 assaulted
into a small objective area within the 3d Battalion ,
1st Marines operational area between the Song Vin h
Diem and the South China Sea . Intelligence source s
had placed elements of the R-20th Local Force Battal-
ion and the Q-92d Special Action Sapper Company,
in addition to scattered units of the Q-82dand V-25th
Local Force Battalion, totaling more than 450 troop s
in the region . The presence of these major enemy unit s
posed not only a direct threat to local allied installa-
tions guarding the southern approaches to the D a
Nang Vital Area, but enhanced the possibility of rock-
et attacks against the Da Nang Airbase and Marbl e
Mountain Air Facility.
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Assisting Kliefoth's Marines were elements of the
2d Korean Marine Brigade positioned to the south and

west ; 1st Marines units to the north and northwest ;
and Company M, 3d Battalion, 1st Marines, directly
attached to the battalion landing team . As in previ-

ous operations, U.S . Navy and Coast Guard patrol ves -
sels were to provide screening operations along coasta l
and inland waterways . Also, the Vietnamese National
Police were tasked with screening and classifying al l
civilian detainees and infrastructure suspects appre-
hended during the operation .

The operation, codenamed Mighty Play, began o n
10 July with a helicopter assault into three inland
zones, secured by Company M, 1st Marines . Since an
over-the-beach assault did not take place, all logisti-
cal needs of the landing team were met by helilift s
directly to units in the field or unloaded at Da Nan g
and trucked to the fire support base of Battery A, 1s t
Battalion, 13th Marines and the logistical support are a
established near Route 538, south of Tra Khe (1) . Once
ashore, each of Kliefoth' s companies operated in an
area adjacent to its initial landing zone, providin g
thorough coverage of inhabited areas and suspected
enemy routes in the region . The enemy made n o
stand, relying instead on heavy concentrations of
mines and boobytraps to disrupt search and clear oper -
ations of the landing team . As a result, contact was
extremely light as Marines moved through the heavil y
mined terrain, engaging only isolated groups of ene-
my soldiers . By the close of Operation Mighty Play o n
20 July, 30 enemy troops had been killed, 10 weapons
seized, and over 200 enemy structures destroyed .

As the 1st Battalion, 26th Marines assumed defen-
sive responsibility for the operational area of the 3d
Battalion, 1st Marines on the termination of Might y
Play, Lieutenant Colonel Edmondson ' s Battalion, af-
ter undergoing a month of rehabilitation on Okina-
wa and training at Subic Bay in the Philippines ,
prepared to assault a coastal area southeast of Chu La i
in order to cordon and search a number of target ham -
lets for enemy forces believed to be operating withi n
Binh Son District of Quang Ngai Province . Among
the forces identified to be infesting the region wer e
the 48th Local Force Battalion, T-20th, P-31st, and 95th
Local Force Companies, and nearly 800 guerrillas and
known members of the infrastructure . Within strik-
ing range of the objective area were elements of the
21st NVA Regiment, 107th NVA Artillery Battalion ,
and numerous local force companies, totaling mor e
than 1,200 troops .

On 24 July, elements of the 2d Battalion, 26th Ma-
rines landed across the beach near the village com-
plex of Le Thuy, 14 kilometers southeast of Chu Lai ,
while the remainder, on board helicopters of
HMM-164, assaulted three inland landing zones, clos-
ing off the area. Accompanied by local Vietnames e
Regional and Popular Forces, the Marines then began

a methodical search for enemy troops, supplies, an d
fortifications during daylight hours . After dark, more

than two thirds of the battalion was deployed through -
out the area in ambushes, listening posts, and kille r

teams . However, long distance night partols were kep t
to a minimum because of the heavy saturation of th e
area with mines, boobytraps, and other surprise fir-
ing devices . Although numerous base areas and defen-
sive positions were discovered and destroyed, th e
enemy, as in previous operations, harassed or fle d
rather than defend positions and risk his limited for-
mations in close engagements with the Marines .

Operation Brave Armada was terminated on 7 Au -
gust with negligible results, and Lieutenant Colonel
Edmondson's Marines were withdrawn by helicopte r
to the Valley Forge (LPH 8) and Vernon County (LST

1161) . Three days later, the battalion again move d
ashore, relieving the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines of it s
operational area, west of Da Nang . Initially headquar-
tered at the Rock Crusher near Dai La Pass, and the n
on Hill 10, BLT 2/26 was given the task of defendin g

the Da Nang Anti-Infiltration Barrier, and for the next
month Edmondson's Marines covered all avenues o f
approach, responding to intrusions with quick reac-
tion forces and supporting arms .

Meanwhile, to the southeast, Battalion Landin g
Team 1/26, now under the command of Lieutenan t
Colonel James C . Goodin, backloaded on board ship s
of Amphibious Ready Group Alpha on 8 August, fol-
lowing two weeks securing vital military installation s
and patrolling within the 3d Battalion, 1st Marine s
area of operations . After a month of training and
equipment repair, preparations were made for ye t
another strike at Barrier Island . The third operatio n
in four months targeted at this traditional coastal ene-
my stronghold, Defiant Stand was fated to be the las t
special landing force combat assault into the South
Vietnamese war zone . Although the two previou s
operations on the island had netted close to 400 ene-
my troops and eradicated much of the local Viet Cong
Infrastructure, by July, the enemy had reinfiltrated th e
island, and again threatened the coastal areas o f
Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces .
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The operation, the first to combine United State s
and Republic of Korea Marines in an amphibious as-
sault during the war, was to involve two phases . The
first called for the establishment of an angular bloc k
to isolate the northern end of the island, with 1st Bat-
talion, 26th Marines holding the east-west leg and a
Korean Marine battalion the other. During the second
phase, maneuver elements were to attack within th e
cordoned area, searching out and destroying th e
trapped enemy.

On 7 September, the first phase of Defiant Stand
began with Goodin 's Marines assaulting into the cen-
tral portion of Barrier Island . Despite rain and heavy
cloud cover, which caused a 90-minute delay, Com-
panies C and D, on board helicopters of HMM-265 ,
were inserted into two landing zones along the eas t
bank of the Song Truong Giang, while the remainder
of the battalion moved ashore by landing craft . As A-4s
of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing and the guns of th e
destroyer Taussig (DD 746) covered the landing, air -

borne loudspeakers urged civilians to move southwar d
to a number of predesignated safe areas . Concurrently,

units of the 1st Marine Division to the north and west,
Americal Division to the south and southwest, and
2d Korean Marine Brigade to the north, began loca l
screening operations to seal off the island . Closer in ,
U.S . Navy, Coast Guard, and Vietnamese Navy patro l
craft again covered the coastline and surrounding rivers
against any enemy attempt to escape . The initial as-
saults of BLT 1/26 met little opposition and the Ma-
rines pushed northward, evoking scattered firefights
with small bands of enemy attempting to reach river
crossings and other escape routes . By the 12th, the Ma -
rine landing team had established a series of block-
ing positions across the north-central portion of th e
island, isolating the northern sector in preparation for
the Korean assault .

After landing Goodin' s Marines, troop and cargo
ships of the Amphibious Ready Group moved up th e
coast and, on the 9th, embarked the 2d and 5th Bat-
talions, 2d Korean Marine Brigade in preparation fo r
the operation's second phase. For the next three days ,
the Korean Marines received amphibious assault
refresher training, culminating in a landing rehearsal

Barrier Island villagers are escorted to a collection point while the 26th Marines, wit h
Army armored cavalrymen, Korean Marines, and ARVN troops, again search the island .

Marine Corps Historical Collection
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on the 11th . The following morning, the 1,100-ma n
Korean contingent landed by helicopter and amphibi-
ous assault craft on the northern tip of the island . Th e
initial assault was unopposed, but as the Koreans at -
tacked south toward U.S . Marine blocking positions ,
they encountered increased resistance from groups of
enemy trapped in the ever-closing cordon . With the
enemy's escape routes barred, Korean Marines searched
the caves and tunnels which honeycombed the area ,
accounting for most of the 293 Viet Cong killed and
121 weapons seized until both Marine contingent s
merged on 18 September .

With the end of Operation Defiant Stand, Goo -
din's Marines assumed responsibility for the operation -
al area held by Battalion Landing Team 2/26 and, on
20 October, command was passed from the 9th MA B
to the 1st Marine Division and BLT 1/26 reverted to
1st Battalion, 26th Marines . As Goodin's Marine s
moved ashore, the 2d Battalion, 26th Marines, con -
figured as a BLT, went on board ships of the Amphibi-
ous Ready Group for several weeks of training, but i n
mid-October it too was returned to shore and on th e
27th reverted to 2d Battalion, 26th Marines .

The Fleet's Contingency Force

Upon the completion of the redeployment of th e
3d Marine Division (Keystone Cardinal), and the
redesignation, transfer from 9th MAB to III MAF, an d
consolidation of the battalions of the 26th Marines ,
elements composing the Seventh Fleet's Special Land-
ing Forces were to be drawn from the units of I MEF,

headquartered on Okinawa . Since the Fleet's two land-
ing forces now were to be formed from the redeployed
units of the 3d Marine Division, they could no longer
be introduced into Vietnam without specific authori-
zation from the Joint Chiefs of Staff . Prevailing opin-
ion at CinCPac was that an "enemy offensive of majo r
proportions would have to be launched before immi-
nent reintroduction [of the SLFs into Vietnam] woul d
even be considered ." Notwithstanding, the Specia l
Landing Force was to be fully prepared for such a
recommitment should circumstances warrant, and i n
recognition of such a possibility, CinCPac directed that
the landing forces and amphibious ready groups main-
tain a 120-hour reaction posture for possible deploy-
ment to Vietnam in addition to maintaining the
normal seven-day readiness posture envisioned unde r
existing Pacific Command contingency plans .9

In early November, newly designated BLT 1/9 an d
HMM-164 embarked on board Amphibious Read y
Group Bravo, followed in December by BLT 2/9 an d
HMM-165, which boarded ships of ARG Alpha . The
pattern of SLF operations during the remainder of th e
year consisted of periods of normal upkeep, main-
tenance, and training at Subic Bay in the Philippine s
and periods at sea . When at sea, each landing forc e
operated along the littoral of South Vietnam, fro m
the Cau May Peninsula to the DMZ, remaining wel l
outside the 12-mile limit, but constantly ready for pos-
sible recommitment to Vietnam or to any other am-
phibious objective in the Western Pacific . 10
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The Advisory Effort and Other Activitie s

Marine Advisors and the Vietnamese Marine Corps—1st Air and Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (ANGLICO )
U.S. Marines on the MACV Staff—Embassy Guard Marine s

Marine Advisors and the Vietnamese Marine Corp s

While III MAF combat and support units garnere d
most of the laurels during the year, over 700 Marines
scattered from the Delta to the DMZ, worked behin d
the scenes in less noticed but equally challenging po-
sitions . These Marines provided support not only to
MACV Headquarters ; the American Embassy ; Marin e
units, both Korean and American ; and U.S . Army
units in the field through a detachment of 1st AN-
GLICO, but also to elements of the Vietnames e
Armed Forces . Marines attached to the 525-man Unit-
ed States Army Advisory Group in I Corps provide d
needed liaison between units of the 1st and 2d ARV N
Divisions and adjacent American forces, and also coor-
dinated the use of allied tactical and support assets .
Those with the Marine Advisory Unit provided th e
same assistance to the Vietnamese Marine Corps .

At the beginning of 1969, the Marine Advisory Unit
(MAU), commanded by Senior Marine Advisor
Colonel Leroy V. Corbett and assisted by Lieutenan t
Colonel James T. Breckinridge, had a Marine strength
of 47 officers and nine enlisted men . Attached was
one Navy medical officer and one petty officer . Ma-
rines assigned to the MAU represented the full spec-
trum of the combat arms, and combat and servic e
support . Advisory personnel assisted most of the Viet-
namese Marine Corps (VNMC) staff sections, and nor-
mally two advisors were assigned to each Marin e
infantry battalion—one advisor usually remained wit h
the battalion command group while the other assist-
ed the forward companies .

U .S . Marine advisors supported the Vietnamese Ma-
rine Corps from its creation in October 1954 out of
various Vietnamese commando companies and rive r
patrol forces that had fought in the north . Following
the Geneva Accords that split Vietnam at the 17t h
Parallel, these units were reorganized in the south and
formed into a Vietnamese Marine infantry force . The
Marine Advisory Unit, initially a division within th e
Navy Section of the United States Military Assistanc e
and Advisory Group, Vietnam, acted as the link be-
tween the Vietnamese Marine Corps and the Ameri-
can command .

Originally formed as a component of the Viet-
namese Navy, the small Vietnamese Marine Corps con -
sisted of a landing battalion, river patrol company, rive r
group, ranger group, and a field support group . It s
main task was to conduct amphibious and riverine
operations . From 1954 to 1969, the Corps expande d
from a strength of 1,137 officers and men to approxi-
mately 9,300 . During the same period, it grew from
a single battalion to a light division, composed of si x
800-man infantry battalions and five combat and com -
bat service support units, and also achieved separat e
service status . With the expansion in strength, th e
Corps was given responsibility for conducting indepen -
dent and joint ground operations with ARVN and Fre e
World Forces, and for the conduct of riverborne oper-
ations along the coastal lowlands and throughout th e
Mekong Delta. As an element of the country's General
Reserve Forces, battalions could be deployed to any o f
the four corps areas and the Capital Military District .
During the 1968 Mt Offensive, for example, Viet-
namese Marines not only assisted in the defense of Sai -
gon, but in retaking the Hue Citadel .

Relying on U.S. Marine advisors from the beginning ,
the Vietnamese Marine Corps, as a result, mirrore d
its sister service in organization, recruitment, and
training . Recruited as volunteers, with appeals simi-
lar to those used by the U.S . Marine Corps, enlistees
were sent to the VNMC Training Command, locate d
northwest of Thu Duc in III Corps, near Saigon . Ac-
commodating about 2,000 trainees, the comman d
provided basic recruit and advanced individual train-
ing, as well as a number of specialized courses for bot h
officers and NCOs . Officers were appointed from th e
National Military Academy, the two-year infantr y
school for reserve officers, or the 12-week officers '
course for exemplary NCOs . In addition to normal
training, a select number of officers and enlisted me n
attended courses at Marine Corps schools in the Unite d
States and on Okinawa .

A select group of closely screened and thoroughl y
trained Marines, advisors viewed their mission as on e
of improving the expertise of the Vietnamese Marine
tactical unit commander in conducting amphibious ,
riverine, helicopter assault, and ground operations ,

311



M
A

R
IN

E
 A

D
V

IS
O

R
Y

 U
N

IT
, 1

96
9

S
en

io
r 

M
ar

in
e 

A
dv

is
o

r

A
ss

is
ta

nt
 S

en
io

r 
M

ar
in

e 
A

dv
is

o
r

A
dm

in
is

tr
at

iv
e

E
le

m
en

t

A
dm

in
O

ff
ic

er
A

dm
in

C
hi

ef
A

dm
in

M
an

A
dm

in
M

an

G
-1

 A
dv

is
or

y 
E

le
m

en
t

G
-1

 A
dv

is
or

G
-2

 A
dv

is
or

y 
E

le
m

en
t

G
-2

/R
ec

on
 A

dv
is

or

G
-3

 A
dv

is
or

y 
E

le
m

en
t

G
-3

 A
dv

is
or

/S
-3

 O
ff

A
ss

t G
-3

 A
dv

is
or

/A
ss

S-
3

Ps
yW

ar
O

O
pe

r 
C

hi
ef

T
rn

g 
A

dv
is

or
T

rn
g 

C
m

d 
A

dv
is

o
r

A
ss

t T
rn

g 
C

m
d 

A
dv

G
-4

 A
dv

is
or

 E
le

m
en

t

G
-4

 A
dv

is
or

/S
-4

 O
ff

A
ss

t G
-4

 A
dv

/S
up

 A
d

v
S

up
C

hi
ef

S
up

A
dm

in
M

a
n

E
ng

in
ee

r 
A

d
v

M
T

 A
dv

is
or

M
T

 M
ec

h 
A

d
v

C
om

m
 A

d
v

C
om

m
 M

ai
n 

A
dv

M
ed

ic
al

 A
dv

is
or

y
E

le
m

en
t

M
ed

ic
al

 A
dv

is
o

r
A

ss
t M

ed
 A

d
v

C
or

ps
m

a
n

IS
O

 A
dv

is
o

r

B
ri

ga
de

 A
dv

is
or

y 
T

ea
m

Se
ni

or
 B

ri
ga

de
 A

dv
is

o
r

A
ss

t B
ri

ga
de

 A
dv

is
o r

B
ri

ga
de

 L
ia

is
on

 O
ff

ic
e

r

In
fa

nt
ry

 B
n 

A
dv

is
o

r
A

ss
t B

n 
A

dv
is

or
D

iv
is

io
n 

A
rt

ill
er

y 
T

ea
m

D
iv

 A
rt

y 
A

d
v

A
rt

y 
B

n 
A

d v
A

ss
t A

rt
y 

B
n 

A
dv



THE ADVISORY EFFORT AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

	

31 3

sors and Vietnamese Marines was close . They were,
oted Vietnamese Marine Commandant, Lieutenan t
general Le Nguyen Khang, "our friends" :

U .S . Marine advisors never tried to command the Viet-
namese Marine unit . They always stayed as a friend, the y
advise us, they help us, and they try to understand ou r
problems—try to see the difficulty, and try to give us sup -
port, and try to fight things with many other agencies to
give more support for the Vietnamese Marines—materiall y
. . . . Many Marine advisors worked outside their military
field, you see ; they tried to go to many places, asking for
many things to bring back and help the Marine dependent s
and Marine children . . . . But one thing, they never tried
to dictate to us or to command us . Discussing—yes . Some -
times very hard discussion, but after that we remained ver y
friendly . . . . The U .S . Marine advisors is the only one t o
share the food with the Vietnamese Marines in the field .
They don 't carry food for themselves ; they don ' t carry the
water for themselves . They shared the rice ; they shared what
we had in the field, together with my Marines . They do not
make any distinction between the U .S . Marine Corps and
the Vietnamese Marines . 2

Marine Corps Historical Collectio n

LtGen Le Nguyen Khang, Commandant of the Viet-
namese Marine Corps, continually stressed the clos e
relationship between U.S. Marine advisors and Viet-
namese Marines both on and off the battlefield.

and establishing a sound administrative and logistica l
organization within the VNMC* t In combined oper-
ations with American forces, the advisor directed clos e
air support and helicopter medical evacuations, and
served as liaison officer between the two units . Advi-
sors also monitored the Military Assistance Servic e
Fund (MASF) which supported Vietnamese Marines .
Drawing upon the fund, American Marine advisor s
furnished the VNMC with materiel and equipment
not commonly available to other South Vietnames e
forces .

Off the battlefield, Marine advisors worked to im-
prove the health and well-being of Vietnamese Ma-
rines and their families, resulting not only in enhance d
morale, but in unit esprit de corps . Donating many
hours to civic action projects, U.S . advisors participat-
ed in projects that focused on dependent housing, up -
grading of camp installations, and the establishment
of health care facilities . The relationship between ad -

*Once selected, advisors attended either the Marine Advisors
Course at Quantico, or the U.S . Army's Unit Sector Advisor Trainin g
Course at the John F. Kennedy Center, Fort Bragg, North Carolina .

As units of the country's General Reserve, Viet-
amese Marine battalions were liable to be commit -
d anywhere throughout South Vietnam . Under the

direct operational control of the Chairman of the Join t
General Staff, General Cau Van Vien, and not General
Khang, the Vietnamese Marine Corps, as a cohesive
division, was used "piecemeal," according Colonel Cor-
bett . "Every time there is a crisis," noted the Senio r
Marine Advisor, "every one hollers for one or two o f
these Marine battalions . If things get hot in the Rung
Sat Special Zone, Admiral Zumwalt wants one or tw o
of these Marine battalions, at the same time [Major ]
General [Julian J .] Ewell [Commanding General, 9t h

U.S . Infantry Division] wants them in the Delta, a t
the same time III Corps insists on having them aroun d
Tay Ninh or around Bien Hoa ." 3

Operating with its U.S . Marine advisors, the VNM C
continued to conduct battalion-size operations durin g
1969 in its assigned areas of operations . The year be-
gan slowly with the six Marine battalions operatin g
under ARVN and American forces in III and IV Corps .
But with the approach of the Tet holidays, activit y
picked up. In early February, while under the 2 d
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), the 3d Bat -
talion, in searches near the Cambodian border, cam e
upon one of the largest arms and ammunition cache s
of the war . Using over forty CH-47 lifts, the tons of
122mm rockets, rifles, grenades, and assorted ammu-
nition were transferred from the elaborate enemy com-
plex in the Parrot's Beak to the brigade support are a
near An Loc . Throughout the 40 days with the 2d



314

	

HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

Brigade, the 3d Battalion conducted numerou s
searches, and on several occasions was called upon t o
reinforce heavily engaged ARVN and U.S . forces?

In late February, while under the Long Bien Spe-
cial Zone, near the Bien Hoa Military Complex, the
5th Battalion engaged elements of the K.3 Battalion,
275th Regiment, 5th NVA Division intent on attack-
ing the town, III Corps Headquarters, and the airbase .
At 0300 on the 26th, the Marines met the enemy bat-
talion three and one half kilometers east of the air -
field, near the village of Ho Nai . In fierce fighting
that lasted the day, and was so close that artillery coul d
not be used, the battalion killed over 130 enemy troops
and captured 20, including the battalion commande r
and his executive officer. For this action, the battalio n
was awarded the U.S . Navy Unit Commendation .

On 1 April, the artillery element of the division was
reorganized . The 1st Artillery Battalion was formed
from Batteries A, B, and C; Batteries D, E, and F
formed the nucleus around which a second battalio n
was created . A third artillery battalion would be autho -

rized and formed in November and a seventh infantry
battalion would be authorized the following month .

While elements of Brigade A continued to operat e

in III Corps during April and May, Brigade B's three
infantry battalions conducted a series of amphibious ,
riverine, and reconnaissance-in-force operations unde r
the control of the 21st ARVN Division and then U.S .
Navy River Assault Squadron 15 and the Vietnamese

Navy's River Assault Group . From the Nam Can Forest
area of the Cau Mau Peninsula, the brigade moved
into the Twin Rivers area of Chuong Thien Provinc e
of IV Corps and then into the northern U Minh Forest
with moderate results . The two brigades, at the en d
of May, exchanged areas of operation as Brigade A
moved into IV Corps and Brigade B was placed under
the operational control of the Long Bien Special Zon e
in Bien Hoa Province .

Throughout June, July, and August, Brigade A con -
ducted a series of reconnaissance-in-force operation s
in the northeastern portion of enemy Base Area 48 3
in Chuong Thien Province, south of Can Tho. Work-

Marine advisor 1stLt Fred H. McWaters calls for a medical evacuation helicopter . The ad-
visors' task was not only to assist, but also to request and control allied air support.

Courtesy of Capt Joseph W. Pratte (Ret .)
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Courtesy of Capt Joseph W. Pratte (Ret . )

Vietnamese Marines carry several enemy rockets captured during operations in III Corps .
As a reserve force, the Marines could be committed anywhere within the country .

ing closely with territorial forces, the brigade reopene d
Route 12 and conducted extensive pacification opera-
tions throughout its assigned area until the end of Au -
gust when it was placed in general reserve status .
During the same period, Brigade B continued searc h
and clear operations in Bien Hoa Province until th e
beginning of September when it was placed unde r
Task Force 211, controlled directly by the Joint General
Staff, and tasked with continuing the search of Base
Area 483 and the U Minh Forest in IV Corps .*

Both brigades continued operations in their as -
signed areas until mid-November, when yet anothe r
exchange was made. On the 12th, Brigade A termi-
nated its stand-by status and departed Saigon to reliev e
Brigade B in the U Minh Forest of IV Corps . During
the relief, the command post of the brigade came un-
der heavy enemy 82mm mortar fire . Twenty-six rounds
landed with pinpoint accuracy on the CP, causing 1 8

*On 7 July, Colonel William M . Van Zuyen relieved Colonel Cor-
bett and assumed command of the MAU . His assistant was now
Lieutenant Colonel Tom D . Parsons, who had joined the MAU on
2 May and relieved Lieutenant Colonel James T . Breckinridge .

casualties . Among the wounded was Captain Richard
L. Porter, U.S . Marine advisor to the artillery battalion .

During the remainder of 1969, Vietnamese Marine s
and their advisors continued operations in both III an d
IV Corps, and the Rung Sat Special Zone . Unlike the
rest of the year, contact was heavy as elements of bot h
brigades encountered sizable enemy units in fortifie d
positions, while dealing with increased sniper fire an d
incidents of boobytraps and mines, which took a heav y
toll on Marines . Despite the losses, the division con-
tinued to meet its recruiting objective of 700 per
month and by the end of the year exceeded its new
authorized strength of 11,400 .

Summing up his tour as Senior Marine Advisor ,
Colonel Corbett expressed the general feeling of al l
Marine advisors as to the effectiveness of the Viet-
namese Marine Corps and the individual Marines wh o
composed it :

Some battalions are exceptionally good, one is mediocre ,
but most of them are very good . Depends on the officers
they have with them at the time . Based on casualties, leave,
and so forth, if they have the leadership there, they do th e
job . There is no difference in a Vietnamese Marine and a
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Surrounded by communications equipment in the brigade's command post, ANGLIC O
Marines coordinate American air and naval gunfire in support of the Korean Marines .

U.S. Marine . When ably led and properly supported, he wil l
do what he is told to do, when he is told to do it, and h e
will do it in a topnotch manner. I have no great concer n
about the Vietnamese Marine Corps' combat effectiveness .
It is the support of them and the manner in which they ar e
employed which concerns me. They are a most cost-effectiv e
unit . I would be most happy to serve with them anytime,
and I have served with them . I have never felt insecure with
them and I don't feel any of the advisors, other than my-
self, who have served with them, has ever felt for one mo-
ment that they were insecures

In essence, Colonel Corbett later noted, "if properl y
deployed and supported they could do the job . I be-
lieve that the events surrounding the VNMC deploy-
ment to I Corps before the downfall of everythin g
supports my analysis of their capability in 1969 . " 8

1st Air and Naval Gunfire
Liaison Company (ANGLICO)

As American involvement in the Vietnam War grew
and troop strength rose, a requirement for naval gun -
fire support developed . In response, Sub-Unit One, 1st
Air and Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (ANGLICO )
was activated and ordered to South Vietnam in 1965 .
The primary mission of ANGLICO was to support th e
ground elements of an amphibious force by providing

the necessary control and liaison agencies that woul d
request, direct, and control U.S . Navy support in th e
form of naval gunfire and Marine and naval air.

From the beginning most of the fighting in Viet-
nam centered on the populated coastal lowlands, an d
naval gunfire became a useful and flexible means of
fire support. Unlike air support, naval gunfire sup -
port was available around the clock, being relativel y
unaffected by weather or visibility. In addition, it
offered a wide variety of ordnance, from 16-inch shel l
fire to rockets which could rapidly saturate any point
or area target .

In January 1969, ANGLICO detachments were
spread throughout South Vietnam . Naval gunfire liai-
son and spot teams were assigned to U .S. Army, Ma-
rine, and Korean Marine units in each of the four corps
tactical zones and to the U .S. Naval Advisory Group in
the Rung Sat Special Zone and the 1st Australian Tas k
Unit at Baria . ANGLICO aerial observer teams were
also assigned surveillance missions of the Vung Ta u
Shipping Channel? Commanded by Lieutenan t
Colonel Frederick K. Purdum, replaced in August by
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas H . Simpson, Sub-Unit
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One had a strength in January of 19 Marine and 1 3
Navy officers, and 176 Marine and two Navy enliste d
men .

Within the cruiser-destroyer group of the Sevent h
Fleet, a designated task unit provided MACV wit h

naval gunfire support . Composition of the unit varie d
as ships moved to or from differing operational com-
mitments, but the command element remained rela-
tively constant, either the destroyer squadron o r
division commander. Based on gunfire support pri-
orities set by MACV for each of the corps tactical zones ,
the task unit commander published periodic ship
availability reports . These reports reflected the ship s
assigned to each zone and period of assignment .

At least 48 hours prior to the arrival of the support
ship or ships, the corps senior U.S . military com-
mander, with the advice of the naval gunfire liaiso n
officer, assigned the ships to specific target areas an d
furnished spotter team identification and necessary ra-
dio frequencies . As the ship reported on station th e
ANGLICO spotter supporting the designated ground
combat unit briefed the ship on friendly positions ,
scheme of maneuver, general enemy situation, rule s
of engagement, navigational aids, anticipated gunfir e
enployment, and the number and location of friendl y

aircraft . Throughout the operation, continual commu-
nication was maintained among the ship, the spotter ,

and the liaison team .

Naval gunfire support employed during 1969 varie d
from 40mm cannon fire of the Swift patrol boat s
(PCFs) and Coast Guard cutters to the 16-inch shell s
of the battleship New Jersey (BB 62) . The mainstay
of the fire support was the destroyer with its 5-inc h

guns . In shallow beach areas, particularly in I Corps ,
in-shore fire support ships (LFRs) equipped with
5-inch multiple rocket launchers were used to bom-
bard close-in targets .

The highpoint of ANGLICO ' s employment during
the year was its support of the Korean Marines during
Special Landing Force Operation Defiant Stand in Sep -

tember. Participating in their first amphibious assaul t
since the Korean War, the Korean Marine Brigade ,
with elements of the 1st Marines, assaulted Barrier Is-
land, south of Hoi An . Planning and coordinatin g
naval gunfire, air, and helicopter support for th e
Korean forces was carried out by the assigned ANGLI -

CO support team .8

With the redeployment of the 3d Marine Division ,
ANGLICO teams took over the responsibility for nava l
gunfire control along the DMZ, assuming manage -

ment of the installations at Alpha-1 and Alpha-2 . Us-
ing the TPS-25 radar in combination with nava l
gunfire, ANGLICO teams were able to locate an d

quickly interdict enemy personnel moving within th e
southern half of the zone . Eighty percent of the tar -
gets that were taken under fire during darkness were
fired by naval gunfire instead of artillery. The reason
for this, as Lieutenant Colonel Simpson explained, was
due to the unique position ANGLICO had in obtain-
ing clearances :

We set up a clearance station with the 1st ARVN Divi-
sion Forward at Charlie-1 . What I did was to put three en -
listed personnel in there, and they were able to sit in there
with the ARVN and as soon as the target would show u p
on the TPS-25 radar they would check with the ARVN t o
get it cleared . At the same time down at Quang Tri, we had
a naval gunfire liaison officer who was clearing the target
through U.S. channels . So at this time, we had the two simul-
taneous clearances going on . Where the artillery would go
back to Quang Tri, get it cleared at Quang Tri, go back to
Dong Ha, which was the CP for the 1st ARVN Division For -
ward, try to get it cleared, then go back down the channel ,
where we were getting simultaneous clearance and then w e
would go ahead and fire on the target.°

ANGLICO's strength by December had risen to 19 8
enlisted men and 32 officers . During the final mont h
of the year the naval liaison teams directed 2,407 mis-
sions, firing 23,049 rounds . In addition, they con-
trolled 107 fixed-wing and 1,716 helicopter sorties, 11 4
medical evacuations, and the delivery of 2,702,950

pounds of supplies .

U S. Marines on the MACV Staff

The Marine Corps provided 77 officers and 53 en -

listed men for the MACV staff in Saigon at the be -
ginning of 1969 . Another 15 officers and 12 enliste d
Marines served with various MACV field components .
The senior Marine officer on the staff was Brigadie r
General John N. McLaughlin, Deputy Assistant Chief
of Staff J-3, who had relieved Brigadier General Joh n
R. Chaisson in mid-1968, and who, in turn, would be
replaced by Brigadier General Samuel Jaskilka . Othe r
Marine billets on the staff covered a broad spectru m
of assignments, ranging from comptroller, to mem-
bership on specialized study groups, to duty with th e
public information section .

Marine participation on the MACV staff and in the
various field components had a dual function . It no t
only helped make Marine views on important ques-
tions readily available to the staff, but allowed MAC V
Marines to clarify Saigon's decisions for fellow Marine s

in I Corps . Moreover, as General McLaughlin later not-

ed : "I had a close relationship with General Cushman
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and later General Nickerson. I was not their represen-
tative at MACV, obviously, and for obvious reasons ;
but I think I was helpful and was as helpful as I coul d
be . And of course I enjoyed a similar arrangement wit h
I Field Force and II Field Force, and with the U .S. Army
command down in the Delta .'"

Participation by Marines on the MACV staff had ye t
another effect ; it allowed them to gain a broader view
of the war. "From Saigon," McLaughlin reported, " I
saw that there was more to the war than I Corps or
III MAE" Continuing, he noted :

As you will recall, most of the fighting prior to Tet was
with the large-scale NVA units that had been up in I Corps ,
and III MAF had borne the brunt of a lot of this . And I
think there was an unspoken attitude up there that this wa s
the war, in I Corps . Well I found that this was not the case .
And of course later on when the NVA gave up, to a certai n
extent, their large-scale attempts to infiltrate through the
DMZ, and we saw the appearance of NVA divisions that had
fought up in I Corps down in the highlands in II Corps and
even over in western III Corps . As the war shifted, and it
did necessarily when the NVA started bringing large forma-
tions down to II and III Corps, there was less pressure from
main force NVA units up in I Corps . . . . I'm not sayin g
this as criticism of anybody. It's a natural reaction . Every-
body is responsible for his own area, and naturally he's con-
cerned with his own war . "

From his associations with other senior members o f
the staff and allied representatives, Brigadier Genera l
McLaughlin came away with the shared belief that Ma -
rines, like their Army, Navy, and Air Force counter -
parts, had done their job . "General Abrams . . . wa s
appreciative of the fighting characteristics of the Ma-
rines in Vietnam," noted McLaughlin . "I would say
that he treated the Marines and Marine units, Marine
divisions, as well as he treated anybody in the coun-
try. I think that' s about the most you can expect . I

think he admired the good things we did. I think
perhaps he didn't admire some of the things that w e
didn't do ." 2

Embassy Guard Marines

The Marines of Company E, Marine Security Guard
Battalion (State Department) were assigned security
guard duty at the American Embassy in Saigon
throughout 1969 . Led by Captain Roger M. Jaroch and
then by Captain Robert P. Lacoursiere and Major Harry
J . Shane, the five officers and 155 enlisted men wer e
tasked with safeguarding classified material and pro-
tecting U.S . Embassy personnel and property, the mis -
sion performed by Marines attached to all embassie s
throughout the world .

Unlike 1968 when Marine guards fought off an ene-
my attack on the embassy during the Tet Offensive ,
1969 was a quiet year . In July, the routine sentry dut y
was broken by the visit to the embassy of President an d
Mrs . Richard M . Nixon and Secretary of State William
P. Rogers. Early the following month, General Leonard
E. Chapman, Jr., Commandant of the Marine Corps ,
accompanied by the Sergeant Major of the Marin e
Corps, Joseph E . Daily, paid a visit to the Ambassador .
While enroute, they were given a brief tour of the em-
bassy, during which the Commandant took note of
the number of trophies the company had won for ath-
letic activities . For the most part, Marines at the em-
bassy were free from terrorist activities during the year.
However, embassy routine was violently interrupted o n
5 March when an attempt was made on the life of Tran
Van Huong, Premier of South Vietnam, 50 yards fro m
the compound. No one on the embassy grounds was
hurt in the assassination attempt . Four persons were
captured and later charged in the incident .
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1969 : An Overview

At the 15 January meeting of the Joints Chiefs of
Staff, General Leonard F. Chapman, Jr ., Commandant
of the Marine Corps, reported on the situation in Viet-
nam as he found it during a recent inspection visit .
The situation, he said, was good . He likened it to a
pioneer who settles in the wilderness and begins th e
arduous task of cultivating a crop . In the fall, after
being ravaged by Indian raids, weather, and vermin ,
the crop was ready for harvest . Like the pioneer, who
had to decide whether to remain or move on, the tim e
had come for America to decide . Nineteen-sixty-nine,
he concluded, "would be the year of decision," as in -
deed it was '

Sandwiched between the massive Tet Offensive of
1968 and the deescalation of American involvemen t
in the war that took place during the early 1970s, 196 9
marked a major change and watershed in United
States policy for the Vietnam War . Following a
thorough review, the Nixon Administration adopte d
a policy of seeking to end United States involvemen t
either through negotiations or, failing that, turnin g
the combat role over to the South Vietnamese . It wa s
this decision that began the Vietnamization of the wa r
in the summer of 1969 and that would soon greatly
reduce and then end the Marine Corps ' combat rol e
in South Vietnam .

The redeployment of the 9th Marines in July be-
gan this process of disengagement and replacement .
Rooted in the Marine advisory effort of the 1950s, Ma-
rine air and ground forces increased rapidly with th e
deployment of the first helicopter squadrons in 1962 .
By the beginning of 1969, III Marine Amphibiou s
Force, encompassing Marine, Army, and Navy com-
ponents, had become the largest combat unit in Ma-
rine Corps history.

Throughout this build-up, Marines on the battle -
field faced two different challenges : the first from
guerrillas—an enemy almost impossible to identify ,
who rarely stood and fought, and who would rathe r
fade away to return at a time and place of his ow n
choosing—and the second from disciplined NVA sold-
iers who sought out Marines and maneuvered to mee t
them in more conventional engagements . In exchanges
ranging from small encounters with a few Viet Cong

in a lowland hedgerow to a North Vietnamese Arm y
battalion occupying a fortified position in triple -
canopied jungle, Marine units time and again defeat-
ed the enemy—1969 was no different .

Working in close harmony with the South Viet-
namese Army, III MAF and the Seventh Fleet Specia l
Landing Forces took full advantage of the momentum
achieved during 1968 to continue the unrelenting at -
tack on the enemy's combat organization and guer-
rilla infrastructure . Prominent among III MAF's
combat operations were those aimed at destroying th e
enemy's staging and assembly areas and lines of com-
munications. In northern I Corps, the 9th Marines '
Operation Dewey Canyon wreaked havoc on a majo r
enemy command and logistic network in the D a
Krong Valley, crippling the enemy's supply effort an d
future aggressive plans in I Corps for a year . Despit e
the reluctance of NVA units to engage in decisive com -
bat within the northern two provinces, 3d Marine Di -
vision operations along the DMZ ; 1st Brigade, 5th
Infantry Division actions in the coastal lowlands ; and
101st Airborne Division incursions into the A Sha u
Valley, did trigger occasional sharp exchanges, whic h
cost the enemy heavily in both troops and equipment .

To the south, the 1st Marine and Americal Division s
conducted a series of major operations to rid Quan g
Nam, Quang Tin, and Quang Ngai Provinces of a sub-
stantial enemy presence directed against populate d
areas of Da Nang and Quang Ngai . Driving into such
long-time enemy strongholds as Base Area 112, Hap-
py Valley, Charlie Ridge, Dodge City, Go Noi Island ,
and the Que Son Mountains, the year-long campaig n
by the 1st Marine Division laid waste to a large num-
ber of enemy base camps and storage areas, denying
the enemy opportunity to marshal forces for any sig-
nificant offensive in Quang Nam. In the heavily popu-
lated areas of the three provinces, the two divisions '
unremitting counterguerrilla effort, although undra-
matic, achieved steady success over the local Viet Con g
Infrastructure . From the DMZ in the north to Duc Pho
in the south, III MAF combat operations during th e
year cost the enemy over 30,000 killed or captured ,
a loss equivalent to nearly three divisions . Marines loss-
es were 2,259 killed and 16,567 wounded .
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Within the secure enviornment provided by III MAF, a Vietnamese farmer in the hamlet
ofAn Ngai Tay checks his new vegetable crop with little fear that it might be confiscated.

Prominently influencing I Corps combat operations ,
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, reinforced by helicopter
squadrons from the Seventh Fleet's Special Landing
Force, maintained the constant air support necessary
to implement and sustain III MAF 's battle plan . Meas-
ured statistically, the Marine in-country air campaign
encompassed 64,900 fixed-wing and 548,000 helicop-
ter sorties, delivering over 100,000 tons of ordnanc e
and some 895,000 troops and 115,000 tons of supplies .
However, a truer measure of success was the effective-
ness of the air-ground team, which was exploited to
the fullest extent during the high-mobility mountai n
operations carried out by the 3d Marine Division ear-
ly in the year—campaigns which combined the intrin-
sic capabilities of infantry maneuver, helicopte r
mobility, and coordinated air and artillery fire sup -
port to neutralize the hostile enemy threat to north -
ern I Corps .

Complementing the combat efforts and achieve-
ments of United States forces were those of the South
Vietnamese Armed Forces . As a result of the increased
number of combined operations and training, and the

concomitant rise in its effectiveness, the 1st ARVN Di -
vision assumed an ever-increased role in the defense of
the northern five provinces of Vietnam . Upon the de-
parture of the 3d Marine Division, General Lam' s
troops took over the defense of the Republi c 's northern
boundary. Exhibiting the apparent benefits of bette r
weapons and stronger leadership, the combat skills of
Regional and Popular Force units also seemingly in -
creased during the year, evoking new confidence
among the rural citizenry whom they were tasked t o
defend .

Substantial progress was the hallmark of popula-
tion security and Revolutionary Development plan s
during 1969 . Unhampered by an enemy offensive as
in 1968, the III MAF-supported South Vietnamese ef-
fort made substantial progress toward the reestablish-
ment of governmental and economic condition s
necessary for the return of a stable environment fo r
both urban and rural inhabitants of the corps tactica l
zone .

Three separate, but mutually supporting, corps -
wide pacification and development programs made
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headway during the year—a success largely attributa-
ble to the efforts of both South Vietnamese Govern-
ment officials and III MAF working together to ac-
complish the programs ' goals . The rise in population

security, which climbed from 69 to 93 percent durin g
the year, provided optimum conditions for civil an d
economic recovery. While the program to establish o r
reestablish popularly elected governments and official s
at the hamlet- and village-level exhibited moderat e
gain, the campaign to reduce enemy forces throug h
the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) and Phoenix-Phung
Hoang programs greatly exceeded expectations .

Directly related to the effectiveness of the allied

military screen provided the more populated areas o f
the coastal plains was revolutionary development .
Ranging from multi-battalion military operations to
the actions of the People 's Self-Defense Forces, allie d
and South Vietnamese forces attempted to erect a se -
cure barrier behind which nation building and eco-
nomic development could root and flourish . An

integral aspect of this effort since its inception in 1965 ,
the Combined Action Program continued to expan d
in 1969, reaching an authorized strength of 114 pla-
toons in August. Its successful history of working with

local forces led to the initiation in October of the In-
fantry Company Intensive Pacification Program,

whereby infantry companies of the 1st Marine and
Americal Divisions joined with territorial forces i n

direct support of population security.

Overall, 1969 was a year of achievement, featurin g
consolidation and exploitation of successes gained
from combat and pacification activities alike . Despite

the reduction of Marine troop strength in I Corps, th e
55,000 remaining Marines would continue the ful l
range of military and pacification tasks in the coming

year . A further dwindling of the Marine presence in
I Corps Tactical Zone and the transfer of most of II I

MAF's responsibilities to the Army's XXIV Corps

would take place in 1970. Within Quang Nam
Province, their primary area of responsibility, Marine s

would continue to develop and apply combat and
counterinsurgency techniques to the fullest extent t o
protect Da Nang, root out enemy guerrillas and in-
frastructure from the countryside, and prevent ene-
my main forces from disrupting pacification, whil e
encouraging Vietnamization and conducting a sys-
tematic and orderly withdrawal — a difficult task .
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Marine Command and Staff Lis t
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III MAF Headquarters, 1Jan-31Dec69 '

CG LtGen Robert E . Cushman, Jr.

LtGen Herman Nickerson, Jr .
DepCG MajGen Carl A . Youngdale

MajGen George S. Bowman, Jr .

DepCG Air MajGen Charles J . Quilter

MajGen William G . Thras h

C/S BGen George E . Dooley

BGen Leo J . Dulacki

DepC/S Col Michael Mostelle r
Col Lewis E . Poggemeyer

Col Sam A . Dressi n

DepC/S Plans BGen Warren K . Bennett, USA
BGen William A . Burke, USA

Col Milton M. Cook, Jr .

Col James A. Sloan

G-1 Col Maurice Ros e

Col William J . Howatt

Col George W. Callen

Col Robert L . Parnell, Jr .

G-2 Col Ray N . Joens

Col John S . Canton
Col Edward W. Dzialo

G-3 BGen Carl W. Hoffma n

BGen Ross T Dwyer, Jr .

BGen Leo J . Dulacki

BGen Thomas H. Miller, Jr.

Dep G-3 Col Marion C . Dalby

Col Robert H . Barrow
Col Roy L . Ree d
Col Lewis E . Poggemeye r

G-4 Col Lawrence C . Norto n

Col Oliver R . Davis

Col Robert J . Barbour
Col Wilbur F. Simli k

G-5 Col Howard A . Westphall
Col Gilbert R . Hershey
Col Theodore E . Metzge r

*Unless otherwise indicated, dates refer to the period when a unit
was in Vietnam . Only permanent Marine organizations of battal-
ion/squadron-size or larger are listed,• exceptions are risk Force Bravo ,
Task Force Hotel, Task Force Yankee, and Force Logistic Comman d
and its components. The following listing reflects administrative
rather than operational organization .

Col Clifford J . Peabody

	

2lSep-31Dec6 9

G-6 Col Bill E . Horner

	

lJan-14Sep6 9
Col Sam A . Dressin

	

15Sep-27Nov6 9

LtCol Richard S . Barry

	

28Nov-31Dec6 9

AC/S Combined Action Program

Col Edward F. Danowitz

	

lJan-31Mar69
Col Charles R. Burroughs

	

lApr-Oct69
Col Theodore E . Metzger

	

Oct-31Dec6 9

1st Combined Action Group

(1st CAG )

CO LtCol Earl R . Hunter

	

lJan-24Apr6 9

LtCol Joseph E . Hennegan

	

25Apr-23Oct6 9
LtCol David F. Seiler

	

24Oct-31Dec69

2d Combined Action Group

(2d CAG )

CO LtCol Edward L. Lewis, Jr.

	

lJan-19Oct6 9
LtCol Don R . Christensen

	

20Oct-31Dec6 9

3d Combined Action Group

(3d CAG)

CO LtCol Robert D . Whitesell

	

1Jan-24Feb69
LtCol Roi E . Andrews

	

25Feb-24Ju16 9
LtCol John B. Michaud

	

24Ju1-31Dec6 9

4th Combined Action Group

(4th CAG)

CO LtCol John E . Greenwood

	

lJan-27Feb6 9
LtCol Daniel J . Ford

	

28Feb-14Aug6 9

Maj Robert M . Cooper

	

15Aug-7Sep6 9
LtCol John J . Keenah

	

8Sep-31Dec6 9

5th/7th Communication Battalion, 15Apr-20Oct69 '
CO LtCol Charles L. Brady

	

15Apr-14Sep69
Maj Donald F. Selby

	

15Sep-30Sep6 9
LtCol Dale E. Shatzer

	

1Oct-12Oct6 9
Maj Richard G. Schwarz

	

13Oct-20Oct6 9
*7th Comm Bn departed RVN on 20Oct69 .

1st Marine Division
CG MajGen Ormond R . Simpson

	

lJan-14Dec69
MajGen Edwin B. Wheeler

	

15Dec-31Dec69
ADC BGen Ross T. Dwyer, Jr .

	

lJan-14Feb6 9
BGen Samuel Jaskilka

	

15Feb-15Aug6 9
BGen Charles S. Robertson

	

16Aug-31Dec6 9
ADC (TAD III MAF) BGen Carl W. Hoffman

	

1Jan-14Feb6 9

1Jan-26Mar6 9

27Mar-31Dec6 9

1Jan-11Jul6 9

12Jul-31Dec6 9

lJan-10Jul6 9

llJul-31Dec69

1Jan-22Dec69

23Dec-31Dec69

lJan-18Feb6 9

19Feb-27Nov6 9

28Nov-31Dec6 9

lJan-29May6 9

30May-27Nov6 9

28Nov-3Dec6 9

4Dec-31Dec69

1Jan-26Mar69
27Mar-20Jun69

21Jun-21Sep6 9

22Sep-31Dec6 9
lJan-4Feb6 9

5Feb-19Dec6 9

20Dec-31Dec6 9

lJan-17Feb6 9

18Feb-25Jun69

26Jun-22Dec69

23Dec-31Dec6 9

lJan-17Apr6 9

18Apr-19Ju16 9

20Ju1-27Nov6 9
28Nov-31Dec6 9

1Jan-19Jul6 9

2oJul-2Oct69

3Oct-llNov69

12Nov-31Dec6 9
1Jan-18Apr6 9

19Apr-27Ju16 9

28Ju1-20Sep6 9
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BGen Ross T. Dwyer, Jr. 15Feb-24Jun69 LtCol Harold G. Glasgow 5Feb-8Aug6 9

BGen Leo J . Dulacki

C/S Col Samuel A . Hannah

Col Harry E . Dickinson

25Jun-25Dec6 9

iJan-7Feb6 9

8Feb-8Aug69

LtCol William V. H . White

3d Battalion, 1st Marines

9Aug-31Dec6 9

Col Charles E . Walke r

G-1 Col George E . Lawrence

LtCol James E. Harrell

9Aug-31Dec6 9

1Jan-6Sep6 9

7Sep-llDec69

LtCol Thomas E . Bulge r

LtCol Thomas P. Ganey

5th Marines

1Jan-6Ju16 9

7Jul-31Dec6 9

Col Robert E . Barde 12Dec-31Dec69 CO Col James B . Ord, Jr . lJan-22Mar6 9

G-2 Col Anthony J . Skotnicki lJan-14Sep69 Col William J. Zaro 23Mar-16Aug6 9

Col Edward A . Wilcox

G-3 Col Adolph G . Schwen k

Col Jo M . Van Meter

15Sep-31Dec6 9

1Jan-8Mar6 9

9Mar-22Mar69

Col Noble L . Bec k

1st Battalion, 5th Marines

CO LtCol Richard F. Daley

17Aug-31Dec6 9

lJan-26Apr6 9
Col James B. Ord, Jr. 23Mar-310ct6 9

Col Floyd H . Waldrop lNov-31Dec69
LtCol William E. Riley, Jr . 27Apr-30Aug6 9

G-4 Col James E . Wilson, Jr . lJan-12Mar69
Maj Patrick E . O'Toole 31Aug-22Sep6 9

LtCol Joseph K . Griffis, Jr . 23Sep-31Dec6 9
Col John L. Schwartz 13Mar-140ct6 9

Col Nicholas A . Canzona 15Oct-31Dec69 2d Battalion, 5th Marine s

G-5 Col Harry F. Painter lJan-15Aug69 CO LtCol James W. Stemple lJan-13Mar6 9

Col William J . Zaro 16Aug-12Dec69 LtCol James H . Higgins 14Mar-18Aug6 9

LtCol Vincent A . Albers, Jr. 13Dec-31Dec69 Maj Robert E . Loehe 19Aug-25Aug6 9

Headquarters Battalion, 1st Marine Division
LtCol James T. Bowen

3d Battalion, 5th Marines

26Aug-31Dec6 9

CO Col William S . Fagan

	

lJan-27Mar69

Col Nicholas A . Canzona

	

28Mar-30Sep69 CO LtCol Harry E. Atkinson lJan-29Jun6 9

Col William C . Patton

	

1Oct-31Dec69

Task Force Yankee, 1Jan-8Mar69 '

CO BGen Ross T Dwyer, Jr.

	

lJan-14Feb69

LtCol John M . Terry, Jr.

LtCol Johan S . Gestson

7th Marines

3OJun-8Dec6 9

9Dec-31Dec6 9

BGen Samuel S . Jaskilka

	

15Feb-8Mar69 CO Col Herbert L . Beckington 1Jan-7Feb6 9

C/S Col Robert L. Nichols

	

lJan-16Jan69 Col Robert L . Nichols 8Feb-9Ju16 9

Col William J . Zaro

	

17Jan-8Mar6 9

G-1 Capt Richard W. Schulz

	

1Jan-8Mar6 9

G-2 LtCol John A . Dowd

	

lJan-8Mar69

Col Gildo S . Codispoti

1st Battalion, 7th Marines

10Jul-31Dec6 9

G-3 LtCol Raymond P. Coffman, Jr.

	

lJan-8Mar69 CO LtCol William F. Bethel lJan-22Mar6 9

G-4 Maj Kenneth P. Knueble

	

1Jan-6Mar69 LtCol John A . Dowd 23Mar-13Aug69

Capt Nicola M . Pereira, Jr.

	

7Mar-8Mar69 LtCol Frank A . Clark

2d Battalion, 7th Marines

14Aug-31Dec69

*Deactivated with termination of Operation Taylor Common o n
8Mar69 . CO LtCol Neil A . Nelson lJan-21Feb69

1st Marines
LtCol Jan P. Vandersluis 22Feb-27Feb69

CO Col Robert G. Lauffer

	

lJan-24Feb69
LtCol Neil A . Nelson 28Feb-28Apr6 9

Col Charles S . Robertson

	

25Feb-30May69
LtCol Marvin H . Lugger 29Apr-28Aug6 9

Col Charles E . Walker

	

31May-13Jun69
LtCol Joseph E . Hopkins 29Aug-21Oct6 9

Col Charles S. Robertson

	

14Jun-16Aug69

Col Herbert L . Wilkerson

	

17Aug-31Dec69

1st Battalion, 1st Marines

LtCol Arthur E . Folsom

3d Battalion, 7th Marines

CO LtCol Francis X . Quinn

21Oct-31Dec6 9

lJan-22Mar6 9

CO LtCol Alphonse A . Laporte, Jr .

	

lJan-28Mar69 LtCol James 0 . Allison 23Mar-17Aug6 9

LtCol Wendell P. Morgenthaler, Jr.

	

29Mar-80ct69 -

LtCol Godfrey S . Delcuze

	

9Oct-31Dec69

LtCol Ray G . Kummerow

26th Marines, 7Nov-31Dec69

18Aug-31Dec6 9

2d Battalion, 1st Marines CO Col Ralph A . Heywood 7Nov-12Dec6 9

CO LtCol John E . Poindexter

	

lJan-4Feb69 LtCol James E. Harrell 13Dec-31Dec69
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1st Battalion, 26th Marines

CO LtCol James C . Goodin

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

2d Battalion, 26th Marine s

CO LtCol William C . Drumright

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

3d Battalion, 26th Marines

CO LtCol William A . Simpson

	

7Nov-26Dec6 9

LtCol John J . Unterkofler

	

27Dec-31Dec6 9

11th Marines

CO Col Harry E . Dickinson

	

lJan-7Feb69
Col Samuel A . Hannah

	

8Feb-2Ju169

Col Carl E . Walker

	

3Ju1-8Aug69

LtCol Corbin J . Johnson

	

9Aug-31Aug6 9

Col Don D . Ezell

	

lSep-31Dec6 9

1st Battalion, 11th Marines

CO LtCol John A . Hamilton

	

1Jan-llMar6 9
LtCol Francis Andriliunas

	

12Mar-21Aug6 9
LtCol John D. Shoup

	

22Aug-31Dec6 9

2d Battalion, 11th Marines

CO LtCol Robert D. Jameson

	

lJan-20Apr6 9

LtCol Kenneth L . Smith

	

21Apr-1Oct6 9

LtCol Vonda Weaver

	

2Oct-31Dec6 9

3d Battalion, 11th Marine s
CO LtCol Richard P. Johnson

	

IJan-28Feb69

Maj Andrew F. Bauer

	

lMar-14Mar6 9
LtCol Raymond B . Ingrando

	

15Mar-200ct6 9
LtCol Karl N . Mueller

	

21Oct-31Dec6 9

4th Battalion, 11th Marines
CO Maj Bobby J . Ready

	

1Jan-1Jun6 9
Maj Eric H. Wieler

	

2Jun-14Jun6 9
LtCol John H . Strandquist

	

15Jun-160ct6 9
LtCol James F. Burke, Jr.

	

17Oct-31Dec6 9

1st Field Artillery Group '

CO LtCol Raymond B. Ingrando

	

1Jan-15Mar69
Maj Edward E . Johnson

	

16Mar-27Mar69
lstLt Joseph H . Molen

	

28Mar-13Ju169

*Reduced to cadre strength on 1Apr69 and departed RVN on 13Jul6 9
with RLT-9.

1st Battalion, 13th Marines, 7Nov-31Dec69
CO LtCol Donald H . Strain

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

1st Reconnaissance Battalion
CO LtCol Larry P. Charon

	

lJan-8Feb69
LtCol Richard D . Mickelson

	

9Feb-70ct6 9
LtCol John J . Grace

	

8Oct-31Dec6 9

1st Tank Battalion
CO LtCol Maurice C. Ashley, Jr.

	

1Jan-10Mar69

LtCol Dale E . Young

	

llMar-7Ju16 9

LtCol Robert B. March

	

8Ju1-8Sep6 9

LtCol Larry R . Butler

	

9Sep-12Nov6 9

Maj Joseph J . Louder

	

13Nov-31Dec69

1st Motor Transport Battalio n

CO Maj Robert G . Reilly

	

1Jan-3Jan69

LtCol Billy E . Wilson

	

4Jan-30Sep6 9

Maj Donald C . Pease

	

1Oct-1Dec6 9

LtCol Morris S . Shimanoff

	

2Dec-31Dec6 9

1st Engineer Battalion

CO LtCol Donald H . Hildebrand

	

1Jan-25Mar6 9

LtCol John F. Mader

	

26Mar-31Jul6 9
LtCol Roland E . Smith

	

31Jul-16Nov6 9

LtCol Walter M . Winoski

	

17Nov-31Dec6 9

1st Shore Party Battalion

CO LtCol Donald L . Anderson

	

1Jan-9Sep69
Maj John E . Duck

	

10Sep-40ct6 9
LtCol Richard F. Armstrong

	

5Oct-31Dec6 9

3d Amphibian Tractor Battalion

CO LtCol Joseph E . Hennegan

	

lJan-28Feb6 9

Maj James W. Rahill

	

1Mar-5Mar6 9
Maj King D. Thatenhurst, Sr .

	

6Mar-12Sep6 9
Maj James W. Rahill

	

13Sep-310ct6 9

LtCol David G . Mehargue

	

lNov-31Dec69

1st Medical Battalio n

CO Capt James V. Sharp, MC, USN

	

lJan-20Feb6 9

Capt James W. Lea, MC, USN

	

21Feb-31Dec6 9

7th Communication Battalion, 1Jan-15Apr69 '
CO LtCol Charles L . Brady

	

lJan-15Apr6 9

*Unit transferred to III MAF and combined with 5th Comm Bn.

11th Motor Transport Battalio n

CO LtCol John A . Kinniburgh

	

1Jan-12Sep69
Maj Michael J. Zachodni

	

13Sep-17Sep69
LtCol William R. Kephart

	

18Sep-31Dec6 9

7th Engineer Battalion

CO LtCol Themistocles T. Annas

LtCol William G. Bate s

9th Engineer Battalion

CO LtCol Darrell U . Davidson

	

lJan-20Mar6 9
LtCol Billy F. Visage

	

21Mar-31Aug69
LtCol Edward K . Maxwell

	

lSep-31Dec69

3d Marine Division, lJan-7Nov6 9

CG MajGen Raymond G. Davis

	

lJan-14Apr6 9
MajGen William K. Jones

	

15Apr-6Jul6 9

lJan-18Aug6 9
19Aug-31Dec69
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BGen Regan Fuller (Acting) 6Ju1-12Ju169 3d Marines *

MajGen William K . Jones 13Ju1-7Nov69 CO Col Michael M . Spark lJan-15Jan69

ADC BGen Frank E . Garretson lJan-22Apr69 Col Paul D. Lafond 16Jan-27Jun69

BGen Regan Fuller 23Apr-6Ju169 Col Wilbur F. Simlik 28Jun-60ct69

BGen Regan Fuller 13Ju1-7Nov69 *Unit departed RVN for CONUS, 60ct69 .
ADC BGen Robert B. Carney, Jr. lJan-9Jun69

1st Battalion, 3d Marines *
C/S Col Martin J . Sexton lJan-29Aug69

CO LtCol Richard B . Twohey lJan-2Feb6 9
Col Robert P. Wray 3OAug-7Nov69

LtCol John S . Kyle 3Feb-lOMay6 9
G-1 Col Louis R . Daze lJan-26Feb69

LtCol David G . Herron llMay-21Sep6 9
LtCol Edward D . Gelzer, Jr. 26Feb-29Apr69

*Unit departed RVN for CONUS, 60ct69 .
Col Marshall A . Webb, Jr. 3OApr-30ct6 9

LtCol William S. Daniels 40ct-7Nov69 2d Battalion, 3d Marines *

G-2 Col Thomas P. O'Callaghan lJan-29Jun69 CO LtCol James J . McMonagle 1Jan-2Aug6 9

LtCol Charles R . Stephenson II 30Jun-7Nov69 LtCol William S . Daniels 3Aug-21Sep6 9

G-3 Col Paul D. Lafond lJan-16Jan69 *Unit departed RVN for CONUS, 60ct69.
Col Francis R . Kraince 17Jan-17Jul69

3d Battalion, 3d Marines *
Col Clarence G . Moody, Jr . 18Jul-28Aug69

CO LtCol Richard C . Schulze lJan-19Aug6 9
Col William E . Barrineau 29Aug-7Nov69

LtCol Ernest E . Evans, Jr. 20Aug-13Sep6 9
G-4 Col Frank R . Denormandie lJan-7Nov69

LtCol David F. Seiler 14Sep-21Sep6 9
G-5 Col William E . Kerrigan lJan-7Nov69

*Unit departed RVN for CONUS, 70ct69.
Headquarters Battalion

CO Marshall A . Webb, Jr. lJan-30Apr69 4th Marines *

LtCol Stewart B. McCarty, Jr . lMay-25Aug69 CO Col William F. Goggin 1Jan-9Aug6 9

Maj Robert T. Carney 26Aug-5Sep69 Col Gilbert R. Hershey 1OAug-20Nov6 9

Maj Keith L. Christensen 6Sep-9Sep69 *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 20Nov69 .

LtCol Charles F. King, Jr. lOSep-7Nov69
1st Battalion, 4th Marines *

Task Force Bravo, 1Jan-18Feb69* CO LtCol George T. Sargent, Jr. 1Jan-21Mar6 9
CO Col Truman W. Clark lJan-18Feb69 LtCol Clair E . Willcox 22Mar-5Aug6 9
XO LtCol Byron T Chen lJan-18Feb69 LtCol Joseph A . Maclnnis 6Aug-220ct69
S-1 GySgt Robert D. Smith 1Janl8Feb69 *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 220ct69.
S-2 Maj George L . Shelley III lJan-18Feb69

2d Battalion, 4th Marines *
S-3 Maj Harry L . Bauknight lJan-18Feb69

CO LtCol Joseph E . Hopkins lJan-6Sep69
S-4 lstLt Steven L . Cox lJan-18Feb69

LtCol William C . Britt 7May-6Sep69
*Unit deactivated as operational control passed to 3d Marine Divi -

LtCol Donald J . Garrett 7Sep-9Nov69
sion on 18Feb69.

Task Force Hotel, lJan-8Jul69' *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 9Nov69.

CO BGen Frank E . Garretson lJan-31Mar69 3d Battalion, 4th Marines '
BGen Robert B. Carney, Jr. lApr-21May69

CO LtCol William A. Donald lJan-lOMay6 9
MGen Clifford B . Drake 2lMay-22May69 Maj Raymond D . Walters 6May-10May6 9
BGen Regan Fuller 22May-8Jul69 LtCol James W. Wood 10May-20Nov6 9

C/S Col Robert D. Slay lMay-6Jun69 *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 20Nov69 .
Col Warren L. MacQuarrie 7Jun-8Jul6 9

G-1 Capt William K. Hoyt, Jr. lMay-15Jun69 9th Marines *

2dLt Blaine E . Moyer 16Jun-8Jul69 CO Col Robert H . Barrow ].Jan-8Apr6 9

G-2 Capt Robert B . Mackenzie lMay-27Jun69 Col Edward E Danowitz 9Apr-13Aug6 9

Maj Larry R. Ogle 28Jun-8Jul69 *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 13Aug69 .

G-3 LtCol George W. Smith 1May-8Jul69
1st Battalion, 9th Marines *

G-4 Maj Donald C . Bickel 1May-8Jul69
CO LtCol George W. Smith lJan-30Mar6 9*W/ith the decision to withdraw the 9th Marines, TF Hotel was deac -

tivated on 8Jul69. Names of personnel serving on staff through LtCol Thomas J . Culkin 31Mar-14Ju16 9

30Apr69 are unavailable . *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 14Jul69.
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2d Battalion, 9th Marines ' 3d Motor Transport Battalion '

CO LtCol George C. Fox lJan-4Mar69 CO Maj George W. Ward

	

1Jan-16Feb6 9

Maj Patrick G . Collins (Acting) 5Mar-18Mar69 Maj Joseph F. Lavin

	

17Feb-8Ju16 9
LtCol George C . Fox 19Mar-22Jun69 Maj Raymond S . Davis, Jr.

	

9Ju1-200ct6 9
Maj Robert L . Modjeski 23Jun-lAug69 *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 200ct69 .

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, lAug69.
3d Engineer Battalion '

3d Battalion, 9th Marines' CO LtCol Walter L . Persac

	

lJan-15Apr6 9
CO LtCol Elliott R . Laine, Jr. 1Jan-16Apr69 LtCol John R . Lilley II

	

16Apr-3Aug69
LtCol Oral R . Swigart, Jr . l7Apr-22Jun LtCol Raymond C. Damm

	

4Aug-6Sep69

LtCol Donald E . Wood 23Jun-13Aug69 LtCol James W. Medis

	

7Sep-230ct69
*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 13Aug69 . *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 230ct69.

12th Marines' 3d Shore Party Battalion '

CO Col Peter J. Mulroney lJan-11Jul69 CO Maj Edwin J . Godfrey

	

lJan-7Mat6 9
Col Wallace W. Crompton 12Ju1-9Nov69 _

	

Maj Joseph B. Knotts

	

8Mar-16Aug6 9
*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 9Nov69. LtCol Eugene E . Paro, Jr.

	

17Aug-10Nov6 9

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 10Nov69 .
1st Battalion, 12th Marines '

CO LtCol Ermil L . Whisman 1Jan-15Jan69
1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion '

LtCol Roddey B . Moss 16Jan-7Jun69
CO LtCol Walter W. Damewood, Jr .

	

1Jan-30Mar69
LtCol Morgan W. West 8Jun-2Oct69

Maj David R . Stefansson

	

31Mar-5Jun6 9
*Unit departed RVN for CONUS, 20ct69.

Maj William A . Grubbs III

	

6Jun-15Jun6 9

2d Battalion, 12th Marines' *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 15Jun69.
CO LtCol Joseph R . Scoppa, Jr. lJan-30Mar6 9

LtCol Calhoun J . Killeen 31Mar-31Ju169 3d Medical Battalion '

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 31Jul69. CO Cdr Barton K . Slemmons, MC, USN

	

1Jan-24Ju169

Capt Jacob V. Brown, MC, USN

	

25Jul-24Nov69
3d Battalion, 12th Marines' *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 24Nov69.

CO LtCol Eugene D . Foxworth, Jr . 1Jan-31Apr6 9
Maj Robert E . Gibson lMay-2Jul69 9th Motor Transport Battalion '
Maj Harry H. Bair 3Aug-18Aug69 CO LtCol Laurier J . Tremblay

	

lJan-220ct6 9
LtCol David R . McMillan, Jr . 19Aug-5Nov69 Maj Larry D. Derryberry

	

230ct-4Nov6 9
*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 5Nov69. *Unit departed for Okinawa, 4Nov69.

4th Battalion, 12th Marines' 11th Engineer Battalion '
CO LtCol Earl W. Bailey 1Jan-3May69 CO LtCol Robert C. Evans

	

lJan-6Sep69
LtCol Joseph R. Scoppa, Jr. 4May-11Jul69 Maj Dale R . Thibault

	

7Sep-21Nov69
Maj Thomas L. Edwards 12Jul-31Ju169 *Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 21Nov69.
LtCol Alfred J. Croft, Jr. lAug-29Sep69

Force Logistic CommandMaj Harry H . Bair 3OSep-19Nov69
CO BGen James A . Feeley, Jr.

	

1Dec68-6Nov6 9*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 19Nov69.
BGen Mauro J . Padalino

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9
3d Reconnaissance Battalion '

CO LtCol Aydlette H . Perry, Jr . lJan-29May69 Headquarters and Service Battalion ,
LtCol Richard R . Burritt 30May-24Nov69 1st Force Service Regimen t

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 24Nov69. CO LtCol Edward Lukas

	

lJan-19Aug6 9
LtCol John H . Miller

	

2OAug-lDec693d Tank Battalion'
LtCol Lewis R . Webb

	

2Dec-31Dec69CO LtCol George E . Hayward iJan-31Jan6 9
LtCol Joseph Sieger, Jr. 1Feb-15Ju169 Supply Battalion, 1st Force Service Regiment
Maj Raymond G. Kennedy, Sr . 16Jul-16Sep69 CO LtCol Edward G . Usher lJan-31May6 9
LtCol William S. Rump 17Sep-230ct69 Col William W. Storm III 1Jun-5Nov6 9

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 230ct69 . Col Robert W. Calvert 6Nov-31Dec69
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Maintenance Battalion, G-3 Col Edwin H . Finlayson 1Jan-10Jun69

1st Force Service Regiment Col Robert L . Lamar llJun-31Dec69

CO LtCol Edward W. Critchett 1Jan-16Oct69

17Oct-31Dec69

G-4 Col Steve Furimsky, Jr .

Col Norman W. Gourley

LtCol Neil E Defenbaugh

lJan-5Mar69

6Mar-6Aug69

7Aug-11Aug69

LtCol Edward C . Morris

3d Service Battalion (Rein) LtCol Edward E. Smith 12Aug-15Aug69

/Force Logistic Support Group Alpha' Col William C. McGraw, Jr. 16Aug-31Dec69

CO Col Horton E . Roeder

	

lJan-13May6 9

LtCol William D. Bassett, Jr .

	

14May-18Aug6 9

LtCol Ward R . Reiss

	

19Aug-28Oct6 9

LtCol William J . Beer 29Oct-7Nov69

*Unit redeployed to Okinawa and replaced by Sub-Unit 1, FLS G
"B" (Rear) .

1st Service Battalion (Rein)

/Force Logistic Support Group Bravo

CO Col Harold L . Parsons

	

lJan-6Sep6 9

Col Donald E . Morin

	

7Sep-31Dec69

Marine Wing Headquarters Group 1

(MWHG-1 )

CO Col Thomas H . Nichols, Jr .

	

lJan-26Feb6 9

LtCol Dennis W. Wright

	

27Feb-18Mar6 9

Col John R . Gill

	

19Mar-18Ju16 9

LtCol William Shanks, Jr .

	

19Jul-lONov6 9

Col Laurence J . Stien

	

11Nov-31Dec6 9

Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron 1 8

(H&HS-18 )

CO LtCol John R . Dopler 1Jan-11Ju16 9
1st Military Police Battalion Capt George P. Turner, Jr. 12Ju1-3Aug6 9

CO LtCol James D. Bailey 1Jan-8Nov69 LtCol Paul E . Shea 4Aug-5Oct6 9
LtCol Speros D. Thomaidis 9Nov-31Dec69 Maj Herbert E . Hoppmeyer, Jr . 6Oct-31Dec6 9

3d Military Police Battalion Marine Air Support Squadron 2
CO LtCol Willard E . Cheatham 1Jan-14Oct69 (MASS-2 )
LtCol Charles Fimian 15Oct-31Dec69 CO Maj Edward J . Dahy III 1Jan-10Jan69

5th Communication Battalion* LtCol Robert A . Fuller llJan-5Aug69

CO LtCol Jack D. Hines lJan-15Apr69 Maj Marvin L . Crowdis 6Aug-14Aug69

*Unit transferred to III MAF on 15Apr69 and merged with 7th Com - Maj Ronald G. Richardson 15Aug-31Oct69

munication Battalion . Maj Jerry D . Oden lNov-23Nov69

7th Motor Transport Battalion Marine Air Support Squadron 3

CO Maj Jerome W. Brown lJan-27Aug69 (MASS-3)

Maj G . B . Tucker 28Aug-19Oct69 CO LtCol William J . Sullivan

	

1Jan-3Mar6 9

LtCol Richard L . Prather 20Oct-31Dec69 LtCol William H . Jackson, Jr.

	

4Mar-llSep6 9

LtCol John H . Dubois

	

12Sep-31Dec6 9

1st Marine Aircraft Wing
Marine Air Control Squadron 4

CG MajGen Charles J . Quilter 1Jan-lOJul69
(MACS-4 )

MajGen William G . Thrash llJul-31Dec69
CO LtCol Thomas M . Kauffman

	

1Jan-9Mar6 9
AWC BGen Henry W. Hise lJan-28Feb69

LtCol Edward S . John

	

10Mar-12Aug6 9
Vacant 1Mar-10Jun69

LtCol Robert E. McCamey II

	

13Aug-30Dec69
BGen William G. Johnson llJun-6Nov69

Maj Robert W. Molyneux, Jr.

	

31Dec69
AWC BGen Homer S. Hill lJan-15May69

BGen Ralph H . Spanjer 16May-31Dec69 Marine Wing Support Group 1 7
C/S Col Virgil D. Olson lJan-6Sep69 (MWSG-17)

Col Robert W. Teller 7Sep-31Dec69 CO Col Richard S . Rash

	

lJan-5Mar69
G-1 Col Edward A . Parnell 1Jan-4Mar69 LtCol Harry U. Carpenter

	

6Mar-10Aug6 9
Col Rex A . Deasy 5Mar-30Jun69 Col Richard A . Savage

	

llAug-31Dec6 9
Col Grover S . Stewart, Jr. lJul-31Dec6 9

G-2 LtCol Hugh R . Bumpas, Jr . 1Jan-23Feb69 Marine Air Control Group 1 8

Col John J . Doherty 24Feb-11Ju169 (MACG-18 )

Col Leonard L . Orr 12Ju1-19Sep69 CO Col Edward S . Fris

	

1Jan-16Ju169

Col James R . Weaver 20Sep-31Dec69 Col Stanley G . Dunnwiddie, Jr .

	

17Ju1-31Dec69
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1st Light Anti-Aircraft Missile Battalion

(1st LAAM)'

Col Thomas H . Nichols, Jr.

	

1Mar-28Sep69

Col Paul B. Henley

	

29Sep-31Dec69

CO LtCol John W. Drury

Maj Edward L. House, Jr .

*Unit departed RVN for CONUS, 16Aug69 .

1Jan-7Ju16 9

8Jul-16Aug69
Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 1 2

(H&MS-12)

CO LtCoI Clifford D . Warfield

	

lJan-9Apr69
Marine Aircraft Group 11 LtCol John J . McCarthy

	

10Apr-18Sep69
(MAG-11)

CO Col Robert D . Slay lJan-13Mar69

LtCol Joseph J . Went

	

19Sep-31Dec69

Marine Air Base Squadron 1 2
Col Steve Furminsky, Jr . 14Mar-12Aug69

(MABS-12 )
Col John B . Heffernan 13Aug-31Dec69

CO Maj Lawrence Furstenberg

	

lJan-30Apr6 9
Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 11 LtCol John J . Cahill

	

lMay-13Dec6 9
(H&MS-11) LtCol George J . Ertlmeier

	

14Dec-31Dec6 9
CO LtCol Robert M . Stowers 14May-29Aug69

LtCol Guy 0 . Badger 14May-29Aug69 Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 12 1

LtCol Richard F. Hebert 30Aug-31Dec69 (VMFA-121) *

Marine Air Base Squadron 11
CO Maj David A . Lerps

	

lJan-14Feb6 9

*Redesignated VMA(AW)-121 on 14Feb69 and assigned to 2d Ma-
(MABS-11) rine Aircraft Wing.

CO LtCol Preston P. Margues, Jr.

LtCol George W. Glauser

1Jan-15May6 9

16May-210ct69 Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 21 1

LtCol Paul A . Manning 220ct-31Dec69 (VMFA-211 )

CO LtCol John R . Waterstreet

	

lJan-15Mar69
LtCol Edward T. Graham, Jr.

	

16Mar-5Sep6 9

LtCol Louis Gasparine, Jr .

	

6Sep-31Dec6 9

Marine Composite Reconnaissance Squadron 1

(VMCJ-1 )

CO LtCol Bobby R . Hall

LtCol Preston P. Marques, Jr.

lJan-16May69
17May-130ct69 Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 223

LtCol Bob W. Farley 140ct-31Dec69 (VMFA-223 )

Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 22 5
(VMA[AW]-225)'

CO Maj Leonard T. Preston, Jr.

	

1Jan-10Apr6 9
LtCol Merrill S . Newbill

	

llApr-27Sep6 9
LtCol James W. Lazzo

	

28Sep-31Dec6 9
CO LtCol Ronald L . Townsen d

LtCol Donald L . Harvey
5Feb-21Jun69

22Jun-28Nov69 Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 31 1
Maj Peter M. Busch 29Nov-31Dec69 (VMFA-311 )

*From MAG-14, SFeb69. CO LtCol Charles O. Hiett

	

lJan-30Apr69

Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 24 2

(VMA[AW]-242)

LtCol David A . Kelly

	

lMay-24Nov6 9
Maj Arthur R. Hickle

	

25Nov-31De c

CO LtCol Fred C . Rilling, Jr. lJan-14Jan69 Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 53 3
LtCol Adnah K . Frain 15Jan-1Ju169 (VMA[AW]-533) '
LtCol Thomas L. Griffin, Jr. 2Ju1-31Dec69 CO LtCol Paul K . German, Jr.

	

lJan-28Feb6 9

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 334

(VMFA-334) *
CO LtCol James R. Sherman

*To MAG-13, 24Jan69 .
1Jan-24Jan69

LtCol George H . Shutt, Jr .

	

lMar-30Sep6 9
LtCol Frank G. Castillo, Jr.

	

lOct-70ct69
*Unit departed RVN for Japan, 70ct69 .

Marine Aircraft Group 1 3

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 542 CO Col Norman W. Gourley

	

lJan-5Mar6 9

(VMFA-542) Col Richard S . Rash

	

6Mar-14Sep6 9

CO LtCol Henry R. Vitali

	

1Jan-24Feb69 Col Thomas E . Murphree

	

15Sep-31Dec69

LtCol Ray N . Stewart

	

25Feb-10Aug6 9
LtCol Keith A . Smith

	

llAug-31Dec6 9

Marine Aircraft Group 12

Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 1 3
(H&MS-13 )

CO Maj Edgar A . House

	

lJan-14Jan69
CO Col Rex A. Deasy

	

lJan-28Feb69 LtCol Billy M . Adrian

	

15Jan-13Jun69
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LtCol Lawrence J . Willis

	

14Jun-90ct6 9
Maj James D. Moody

	

10Oct-16Nov69

LtCol Douglas L. Snead

	

17Nov-28Dec69
Maj Frank J . Horak, Jr.

	

29Dec-31Dec69

Marine Air Base Squadron 1 3
(MABS-13)

CO LtCol Charles V. Smillie, Jr.

	

1Jan-23Apr6 9
LtCol Ira L . Morgan, Jr.

	

24Apr-llJun6 9
LtCol Norbert F. Schnippel, Jr .

	

12Jun-4Jul6 9

LtCol Alfred N . Drago

	

5Ju1-50ct6 9

LtCol Richard D . Revie

	

6Oct-31Dec6 9

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 11 5

(VMFA-115 )

CO LtCol Robert R. Norton

	

lJan-1Ju169
LtCol Edwin C. Paige, Jr.

	

2Ju1-31Dec69

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 122

(VMFA-122) '

CO LtCol John K . Cochran

	

5Sep-31Dec6 9

*From MAG-15, 5Sep69.

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 23 2

(VMFA-232) '

CO LtCol Walter P. Hutchins

	

21Mar-llAug6 9

LtCol Ralph J . Sorensen 12Aug-7Sep6 9
*Unit arrived RVN from CONUS, 21Mar69; departed RVN fo r

Japan, 7Sep69.

Marine Fighter Attack Squardon 31 4

(VMFA-314)

CO LtCol Frank E . Petersen, Jr.

	

lJan-23Feb6 9
LtCol Thomas R. Morgan

	

24Feb-8Mar6 9

LtCol John W. Black

	

9Mar-25Jun69

LtCol Charles G . Frederick

	

26Jun-lDec69

LtCol Thomas J . Kelly

	

2Dec-31Dec6 9

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 323
(VMFA-323) '

CO LtCol Ira L. Morgan, Jr .

	

1Jan-25Mar6 9

*Unit departed RVN for CONUS, 25Mar69•

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 33 4

(VMFA-334) '

CO LtCol James R . Sherman

	

24Jan-12Feb69

LtCol Samuel E . D'Angelo III

	

13Feb-1Ju169

LtCol John R . Braddon

	

2Jul-30Aug69

*Unit departed RVN for Japan, 30Aug69 .

Marine Aircraft Group 1 6

CO Col Warren L . MacQuarrie

	

lJan-12Mar6 9
LtCol Floyd K . Fulton, Jr.

	

13Mar-30Sep6 9

Col James P. Bruce

	

1Oct-31Dec69

Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 16

(H&MS-16)

CO LtCol Charles W. Gobat

	

1Jan-25May69

LtCol James W. Laseter

	

26May-19Aug69

LtCol Richard A. Bancroft

	

2OAug-22Dec69

Maj Malcolm T. Hornsby, Jr .

	

23Dec-31Dec6 9

Marine Air Base Squadron 1 6

(MABS-16)

CO LtCol William Cunningham

	

lJan-9May6 9
Maj John C . Archbold

	

10May-7Jun6 9

LtCol Joseph R. Donaldson

	

8Jun-30Sep6 9
LtCol John W. Coffman

	

1Oct-19Dec6 9

Maj Peter C . Scaglione, Jr.

	

2ODec-31Dec6 9

Marine Observation Squadron 2

(VMO-2 )

CO LtCol Thomas J . Dumont

	

lJan-19Mar6 9

LtCol Clark S . Morris

	

2OMar-16JuI6 9

LtCol Stanley A . Challgren

	

17Ju1-31Dec6 9

Marine Light Helicopter Squadron 16 7

(HML-167 )

CO LtCol Thomas F. Miller

	

lJan-12Feb6 9

LtCol Jack W. Conard

	

13Feb-19Aug6 9

LtCol James W. Laseter

	

2OAug-7Nov6 9

LtCol John E . Weber, Jr.

	

8Nov-31Dec6 9

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 364

(HMM-364 )

CO LtCol Merlin V. Statzer

	

1Jan-2Feb6 9

LtCol Eugene R . Brady

	

3Feb-22Aug6 9

LtCol Charles R . Dunbaugh

	

23Aug-31Dec6 9

Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 46 3

(HMH-463 )

CO LtCol Roger W. Peard, Jr.

	

lJan-6Mar6 9

LtCol Raymond M . Ryan

	

7Mar-31Dec6 9

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 165

(HMM-165 )

CO LtCol George L . Patrick, Jr.

	

lJan-24Feb69

LtCol Thomas E . Raines

	

25Feb-13Aug69

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 14Aug69.

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 26 3
(HMM-263 )

CO LtCol Robert E . Hofstetter

	

lJan-13May6 9

LtCol William Cunningham

	

14May-29Sep6 9

LtCol Walter R . Ledbetter, Jr.

	

3OSep-31Dec6 9

Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 361

(HMH-361 )

CO LtCol Kermit W. Andrus

	

26Sep-15Dec69

LtCol Charles A . Block

	

16Dec-31Dec69
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Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 161

(HMM-161 )

CO Maj Richard W. Carr

	

160ct-14Dec69

LtCol Bennie H . Mann, Jr.

	

15Dec-31Dec69

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262

(HMM-262)

Marine Light Helicopter Squadron 367

(HML-367) '

CO LtCol Richard L . Robinson

	

lJan-19Feb69

LtCol Bobby R . Wilkinson

	

2OFeb-140ct69

LtCol Warren G . Cretney

	

150ct-160ct69

*To MAG-16, 160ct69 .

CO Maj Donald J. Meska n

LtCol Richard A . Bancroft

16Oct-19Dec69

2ODec-31Dec69

Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 462

(HMH-462) '

CO LtCol Ronald E . Nelso n

LtCol Rondell K . Wood

Maj Peter F. Lottsfeldt

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 200ct69.

lJan-15May6 9

16May-130ct6 9

140ct-200ct6 9

Marine Light Helicopter Squadron 36 7

(HML-367 )

CO LtCol Warren G. Cretney

	

160ct-31Dec6 9

Marine Aircraft Group 36 *

CO Col Bruce J. Matheson

	

lJan-15May69

LtCol Herbert J . Blaha

	

16May-9Ju169

Col Noah C . New

	

lOJul-160ct69

Col Owen V. Gallentine

	

170ct-7Nov69

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 7Nov69.

Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 36 1

(HMH-361) '

CO LtCol Kermit W. Andrus

	

lAug-26Sep69

*To MAG-16, 26Sep69.

Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39

(PMAG-39 )

Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 36 CO Col Walter Sienko

	

lJan-6Mar69

(H&MS-36)' Col Edward A . Parnell

	

7Mar-31Ju16 9

CO LtCol James B . Bell

	

lJan-12Sep69 Col Owen V. Gallentine*

	

lAug-150ct6 9

Maj Chester L . Whipple

	

13Sep-23Sep69 *Assumed command of MAG-36 and staff merged with MAG-36 .

Maj Charles A . Carey

	

24Sep-150ct6 9

LtCol Bobby R . Wilkinson

	

160ct-27Nov69
Maj Joseph F. Golden

	

28Nov-7Nov69

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 7Nov69.

Marine Air Base Squadron 36

Provisional Headquarters and Maintenanc e

Squadron 39 (PH&MS-39) '

CO LtCol Bobby R. Wilkinson

	

lJan-18Feb6 9

Maj Joseph L. Feller

	

19Feb-llApr6 9

LtCol Warren G. Cretney

	

12Apr-100ct6 9

(MABS-36)' Maj Joseph F. Golden

	

IlOct-310ct6 9

CO LtCol Dennis W. Wright

	

lJan-9Feb69 *Unit merged with MAG-36 .

LtCol Rondell K . Wood

	

lOFeb-15May69

LtCol Ronald E . Nelson

	

16May-5Sep69
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 16 1

(HMM-161) '
Maj Edwin W. Lockard

	

6Sep-23Nov69

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 23Nov69.
CO LtCol David L . Elam

	

1Jan-19Ju16 9

Maj Richard W. Carr

	

2OJul-150ct6 9

*To MAG-16, 160ct69 .Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 26 5
(HMM-265)'

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 26 2

(HMM-262) '
CO LtCol Ralph Thuesen

	

1Jan-15May69
LtCol Robert L . Gray, Jr.

	

16May-7Jun69
*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 7Jun69 .

CO LtCol Albert N . Allen

	

lJan-23Mar6 9

LtCol James A . Wells, Jr.

	

24Mar-8Ju16 9

Maj Donald J . Meskan

	

9Ju1-150ct6 9

*To MAG-16, 160ct69 .
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 36 2

(HMM-362)'

CO LtCol Jack E . Schlarp

	

25May-21Aug6 9
*To FMFLant, 21Aug69.

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 36 3
(HMM-363) '

CO LtCol Timothy J . Cronin, Jr.

	

lJan-21Jan6 9

*Unit departed RVN for CONUS, 21Jan69 .

Marine Observation Squadron 6

(VMO-6) '

CO Maj Hans A . Zander

	

1Jan-1Apr6 9

LtCol Billy D. Bouldin

	

2Apr-16Jun6 9

Maj Albert K . Charlton

	

17Jun-120ct6 9

*Unit departed RVN for Okinawa, 120ct69.
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Marine Forces, Western Pacific 1st Battalion, 13th Marines *

CO LtCol John B . Cantien y

LtCol David E . Gragan

LtCol Donald H . Strai n

*To 1stMarDiv, 7Nov69 .

1Jan-27Jun69

28Jun-5Sep69

6Sep-7Nov69

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade/Task Force 79, 1Jan-7Nov69 '

CO BGen John E . Williams

BGen Robert B . Carney, Jr .

C/S Col John Lowman, Jr .

Col John F . McMahon, Jr .

1Jan-12Jun6 9

13Jun-7Nov6 9

lJan-22Jul6 9

23Ju1-13Sep6 9

Col H . Speed Wilso n

G-1 Maj William H . Groesbec k

apt Raymond H . Ambrose

LtCol Keith L . Lyn n

Maj Russell E . Dola n

G-2 LtCol Aubrey L . Lumpkin

LtCol Conrad A . Jorgenson

14Sep-7Nov6 9

lJan-20Feb6 9

21Feb-4Mar6 9

5Mar-28Sep6 9

29Sep-7Nov6 9

1Jan-26Jan6 9

27Jan-19Apr69

Special Landing Force Alph a

(SLF Alpha) /CTG 79 . 4

CO Col John F . McMahon, Jr .

Col William C. Doty, Jr .

Col Clarence W . Boyd, Jr .

Special Landing Force Bravo

(SLF Bravo) / CTG 79 .5

1Jan-5Apr69

6Apr-17Sep69

18Sep-7Nov69

lstLt Everett J . Boyser, Jr . 20Apr-13Jun69 CO Col Robert R . Wilson lJan-28Feb6 9
Maj Jack D . Boline 14Jun-14Oct69 Col Albert E . Coffeen lMar-25Jun6 9
2dLt Ernest E . Johnson 15Oct-190ct69 LtCol Harold B . Wilson 26Jun-3Ju16 9
Maj Paul B . Tubach 200ct-7Nov69 Col Albert E . Coffeen 4Jul-170ct6 9

G-3 LtCol George C. Kliefoth 1Jan-16Feb69 Col Clarence W . Boyd, Jr . 18Oct-7Nov6 9
Col Clyde W. Hunter 17Feb-9Ju169

LtCol William M . Kull 10Jul-6Aug69 Provisional Service Battalion/TG 79 . 8
Col Clarence W . Boyd, Jr . 7Aug-12Sep69 CO Col William C . Doty, Jr. lJan-29Mar69
Col Ernest R . Reid, Jr . 13Sep-7Nov69 Maj Raymond C . Kargol 29Mar-12Apr6 9

G-4 LtCol Stewart B . McCarty, Jr . 1Jan-15Apr69 Col John F . McMahon, Jr . 12Apr-22Jun6 9
LtCol Raymond McArthur 16Apr-19Aug69 Col John M . Keeley 23Jun-7Nov6 9
Col John H. Keith, Jr . 2OAug-7Nov69

9th Marines
*Deactivated on 7 November 1969 and subordinate units trans - CO Col Edward F . Danowitz 13Aug-7Sep6 9
ferred to 3d Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force, an d
1st Marine Aircraft Wing (Rear) .

Col Jo M . Van Mete r

1st Battalion, 9th Marines

CO LtCol Thomas J . Culkin

8Sep-7Nov6 9

14Ju1-14Aug69
26th Marines '

CO Col Clyde W . Hunter lJan-13Feb69

Col Ray N . Joens 14Feb-13Jun69 Maj Joe L . Goodwin 15Aug-5Sep69

Col Ralph A . Heywood 14Jun-7Nov69 LtCol Donald J . McAdams 6Sep-7Nov69

*To 1st Mar Div, 7Nov69 .

1st Battalion, 26th Marines "

CO LtCoI Charles H . Knowles lJan-28Feb69

2d Battalion, 9th Marine s

CO LtCol Robert L . Modjesk i

Maj Charles G . Bryan

lAug-180ct69

19Oct-270ct6 9
LtCoI George C . Kliefot h

LtCol James C . Goodin

lMar-27Ju16 9

28Ju1-7Nov69
LtCol James R. Van Den Elzen 28Oct-7Nov6 9

*To 1st Mar Div, 7Nov69.

2d Battalion, 26th Marines*

3d Battalion, 9th Marines

CO LtCol Donald E . Wood 13Aug-7Nov6 9

CO LtCol William F . Sparks

LtCol George M . Edmondson, Jr .

LtCol William C . Drumright

lJan-27Feb6 9

28Feb-9Sep69

10Sep-7Nov69
2d Battalion, 12th Marines

CO LtCol Calhoun J . Killeen lAug-15Sep69

*To 1st Mar Div, 7Nov69 . Maj Rodney H . Ledet 16Sep-190ct6 9

3d Battalion, 26th Marines' LtCol Joe D . Prater 200ct-7Nov6 9

CO LtCol J . W. P . Robertson

LtCol Edward W . Snelling

LtCol William A . Simpson

1Jan-3Mar6 9
4Mar-15Sep6 9

15Sep-7Nov69

1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion

CO Maj William A. Grubbs III 15Jun-30Sep69

*To 1st Mar Div, 7Nov69. Maj Cliff E . Delano 1Oct-7Nov69
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Marine Aircraft Group 1 5

(MAG-15)/TG 79 .3 '

CO Col Clement T . Corcoran

	

lJan-6May6 9

Col Joseph A . Mitchell

	

7May-7Nov69

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 16 5

(HMM-165 )

CO LtCol Thomas E . Raines 14Aug-7Nov69

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 26 5
*Control passed from 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade to 1st Ma -
rine Aircraft Wing (Rear) on 7 November 1969. (HMM-265 )

CO LtCol Robert L . Gray, Jr . 7Jun-7Nov69
Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 1 5

(H&MS-15) Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 36 2
CO LtCol Kenneth M . Scott

	

lJan-21Apr69 (HMM-362) '
LtCol Conrad A . Jorgenson

	

22Apr-30ct69 CO LtCol Jack E . Schlarp

	

1Jan-25May69
Maj Lloyd K . Warn

	

4Oct-7Nov69 *To MAG-36, 25May69.

Marine Air Base Squadron 15 Marine Observation Squadron 6
(MABS-15) (VMO-6)

CO LtCol Dock H . Pegues

	

1Jan-4Sep69 CO Maj Albert K . Charlton

	

12Oct-7Nov6 9
LtCol Raymond McArthur

	

5Sep-7Nov69

Marine Air Control Squadron 8
I Marine Expeditionary Force

Task Force 79 7Nov-31Dec69
(MACS-8) CO MGen William K . Jones

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9
CO Maj Dirk C . Bierhaalder

	

lJan-31Mar69 C/S Col H . Speed Wilson

	

7Nov-16Nov6 9
LtCol Thomas M . Kauffman

	

lApr-12Sep69 Col Charles J . Bailey, Jr .

	

17Nov-31Dec6 9
LtCol George G . Long

	

13Sep-7Nov69 G-1 Maj Russell E . Dolan

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 15 2

(VMGR-152)

G-2 Col Charles R . Stephenson II

	

7Nov-3Dec6 9

LtCol Joseph A . Maclnnis

	

4Dec-31Dec6 9
G-3 Col Ernest R . Reid, Jr.

	

7Nov-15Nov6 9
Col H . Speed Wilson

	

16Nov-31Dec6 9

G-4 Col John H . Keith, Jr .

	

7Nov-31Dec69

Special Landing Force Alph a

CO LtCol Frank R . Smoke

	

1Jan-31Aug69

LtCol Albert H . Manhard, Jr .

	

lSep-7Nov69

Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 533
(VMA[AW]-533) (SLF Alpha)/CTG 79 . 4

CO LtCol Frank P . Costello, Jr . 7Oct-7Nov69 CO Col'Harold B . Wilson

	

7Nov-19Nov69

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 12 2

(VMFA-122)'

Col George G . Chambers, Jr .

	

2ONov-31Dec6 9

Battalion Landing Team 2/ 9

CO LtCol Lawrence J . Willis

	

lJan-30Apr69 CO LtCol James R . Van Den Elzen

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

LtCol John K . Cochran

	

1May-5Sep6 9

*To MAG-13, 5Sep69.
Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 16 5

(HMM-165 )

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 23 2
(VMFA-232 )

CO LtCol Ralph J . Sorensen

	

7Sep-7Nov69

CO LtCol Thomas E . Raines

	

7Nov-23Nov6 9
LtCol David H . Mitchell

	

24Nov-31Dec6 9

Special Landing Force Bravo

(SLF Bravo) / CTG 79 . 5
CO Col Clarence W . Boyd, Jr .

	

7Nov-31Dec69Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 334
(VMFA-334 )

CO LtCol John R . Braddon

	

30Aug-7Nov69 Battalion Landing Team 1/ 9

CO LtCol Donald J . McAdams

	

7Nov-31Dec69

Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 46 2

(HMH-462)

CO Maj Peter F . Lottsfeldt

	

200ct-7Nov6 9

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 164

(HMM-164 )
CO LtCol Richard T . Trundy

	

1Jan-7Nov69

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 164

(HMM-164 )

CO Maj Robert D . Fowner

	

7Nov-26Dec6 9
Maj Edward L . Kuykendall

	

27Dec-31Dec6 9

3d Marine Division, 7Nov-31Dec69

CG MajGen William K . Jones

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9
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ADC BGen Regan Fuller 7Nov-16Nov69 3d Reconnaissance Battalio n

BGen Leonard E . Fribourg 17Nov-31Dec69 CO LtCol Richard R . Burritt

	

7Nov-14Dec6 9

C/S Col Robert P . Wray 7Nov-31Dec69 Maj Russell I . Kramer

	

15Dec-31Dec6 9

G-1 LtCol William S . Daniels 7Nov-31Dec69 3d Tank Battalio n

G-2 Col Charles R . Stephenson II 7Nov-8Nov69 CO LtCol William S . Rump

	

7Nov-14Dec69

Col Clarence G . Moody, Jr .

G-3 Col William E . Barrineau

9Nov-31Dec69

7Nov-3Dec69
LtCol Robert W . Martin, Jr .

	

15Dec-31Dec69

Col Ernest R. Reid, Jr . 4Dec-31Dec69 3d Motor Transport Battalio n

G-4 Col Frank R . Denormandie 7Nov-8Nov69 CO Maj Raymond S . Davis, Jr.

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

Headquarters Battalion 3d Engineer Battlalion

CO LtCol Charles F . King, Jr .

4th Marines

7Nov-31Dec69 CO LtCol James W . Medis

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

3d Shore Party Battalio n

CO Col Gilbert R . Hershey 7Nov-3Dec69 CO LtCol Eugene E . Paro, Jr .

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

Col William E . Barrineau

1st Battalion, 4th Marines

4Dec-31Dec69 3d Medical Battalion

CO Capt Jacob V . Brown, MC, USN

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

CO LtCol Joseph A . Maclnnis 7Nov-27Nov69 9th Motor Transport Battalio n

LtCol William C . Holmberg 28Nov-31Dec CO Maj Larry D . Derryberry

	

7Nov-31Dec69

2d Battalion, 4th Marines 7th Communication Battalion

CO LtCol Donald J . Garret t

3d Battalion, 4th Marines

CO LtCol James W. Wood

7Nov-31Dec6 9

7Nov-5Dec69

CO Maj Richard G . Schwarz

	

7Nov-4Dec6 9

Maj Albert E . Harwood

	

5Dec-31Dec6 9

1st Amphibian Tractor Battalio n

LtCol James P . Kehoe 6Dec-31Dec69 CO Maj Cliff E . Delano

	

7Nov-14Nov6 9

Maj Joseph H . Alexander

	

15Nov-llDec6 9
9th Marines

CO Col Jo M. Van Meter

Col Robert J . Thomas

7Nov-3Dec6 9

4Dec-31Dec69

LtCol Allan W . Lamb

	

12Dec-31Dec69

1st Marine Aircraft Wing (Rear), 7Nov-31Dec69 '

CO BGen William G . Johnson

	

7Nov-31Dec69

1st Battalion, 9th Marines* C/S Col Eddie E . Pearcy

	

7Nov-14Dec69

CO LtCol Donald J . McAdams 7Nov-31Dec69 Col Roy L . Reed

	

15Dec-31Dec69

*OPCON To IF 79 .5 .

2d Battalion, 9th Marines

CO LtCol James R . Van Den Elze n

3d Battalion, 9th Marines

CO LtCol Donald E . Wood

7Nov-31Dec6 9

7Nov-9Dec69

G-1 Maj Walter J . Klimek

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

G-2 Maj Fred G . Newcomb

	

25Nov-31Dec6 9

G-3 Col Robert L. Fulton

	

7Nov-lDec6 9

Maj James W. Pearson

	

2Dec-22Dec6 9

Col Albert R . Pytko

	

23Dec-31Dec6 9

G-4 LtCol Edward E . Smith

	

7Nov-17Nov6 9

Col Robert J . Barbour

	

18Nov-31Dec6 9
Maj Billy E . Pafford 10Dec-12Dec69

G-5 Col Leonard L . Orr

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9
LtCol Herbert M . Hart 13Dec-31Dec69

*Assumed MAG-36, 23Nov69.

12th Marines Marine Aircraft Group 1 5

CO Col Wallace W . Crompton

2d Battalion, 12th Marine s

CO LtCol Fred W . St .Clair

3d Battalion, 12th Marines

7Nov-31Dec6 9

7Nov-31Dec69

CO Col Joseph A . Mitchell

	

7Nov-14Dec6 9

Col Eddie E . Pearcy

	

15Dec-31Dec6 9

Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 1 5

(H&MS-15 )

CO Maj Lloyd K . Warn

	

7Nov-31Dec69

CO LtCol David R . McMillan, Jr . 7Nov-31Dec69 Marine Air Base Squadron 1 5

(MASS-15 )

4th Battalion, 12th Marines CO LtCol Raymond McArthur

	

7Nov-12Dec6 9

CO Maj Harry H . Bair 7Nov-31Dec69 Maj Robert C . Baughman

	

13Dec-31Dec69
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Marine Air Control Squadron 8 '

(MACS-8 )
CO LtCol George G . Long

	

7Nov-30Nov69
*Passed to MACG-18 (Rear), activated on 27Nov69 .

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 232

(VMFA-232)

CO LtCol Ralph J . Sorensen

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 334

(VMFA-334 )
CO LtCol John R . Braddon

	

7Nov-31Dec6 9

Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 53 3
(VMA[AW]-533 )

CO LtCol Frank P . Costello, Jr .

	

7Nov-5Dec6 9
LtCol Donald L . Harvey

	

6Nov-31Dec69

Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 15 2
(VMGR-152) '

CO LtCol Albert H . Manhard, Jr .

	

7Nov-18Nov6 9
*To MAG-36, 18Nov69 .

Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 46 2
(HMH-462) '

CO LtCol Peter F . Lottsfeldt

	

7Nov-18Nov69
*To MAG-36, 18Nov69.

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 164

(HMM-164) '

CO LtCol Richard T . Trundy

	

7Nov-18Nov6 9
*To MAG-36, 18Nov69 .

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 16 5
(HMM-165) '

CO LtCol Thomas E . Raines

	

7Nov-18Nov6 9
*To MAG-36, 18Nov69.

Marine Observation Squadron 6

(VMO-6) '

CO LtCol Albert K . Charlton

	

7Nov-18Nov69
*To MAG-36, 18Nov69 .

Marine Aircraft Group 3 6

(MAG-36), 16Nov-31Dec69

CO Col Owen V . Gallentine

	

16Nov-31Dec6 9

Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 36

(H&MS-36), 7Nov-31Dec69
CO LtCol Bobby R . Wilkinson

	

7Nov-27Dec6 9
Maj Joseph F . Golden

	

28Dec-31Dec6 9

Marine Air Base Squadron 3 6

(MABS-36), 3ONov-31Dec69

CO Maj Edwin W . Lockard

	

3ONov-31Dec69

Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 46 2

(HMH-462)

CO LtCol Peter F . Lottsfeldt

	

19Nov-31Dec6 9

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 16 4

(HMM-164) '

CO Maj Robert D . Fowner

	

19Nov-25Dec69
Maj Edward L . Kuyendall

	

26Dec-31Dec69
*OPCON To TF 79.5 .

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 16 5
(HMM-165) '

CO LtCol David H . Mitchell

	

19Nov-31Dec6 9
*OPCON To TF 79 .4.

Marine Observation Squadron 6

(VMO-6)

CO LtCol Albert K . Charlton

	

19Nov-30Nov6 9
Maj Jack A . Brandon

	

1Dec-31Dec6 9

Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152

(VMGR-152 )

CO LtCol Albert H . Manhard, Jr .

	

19Nov-31Dec69



Appendix B

Glossary of Terms and Abbreviation s

A-1E—Douglas Skyraider, a propeller-driven, single-engine, attac k
aircraft .

A-4—Douglas Skyhawk, a single-seat, jet attack aircraft in servic e
on board carriers of the U .S . Navy and with land-based Marine

attack squadrons .
A-6A—Grumman Intruder, a twin-jet, twin-seat, attack aircraft spe-

cifically designed to deliver weapons on targets completely ob-
scured by weather or darkness .

AAR—After Action Report .
ABCCC—Airborne Battlefield Command and Control Center, a

U.S . Air Force aircraft equipped with communications, data link ,

and display equipment; it may be employed as an airborne com -

mand post or a communications and intelligence relay facility .
AC-47—Douglas C-47 Skytrain, twin-engine, fixed-wing transport

modified with 7 .62mm miniguns and used as a gunship .
AC-119—Fairchild Hiller, C-119 military transport aircraft remodi -

fled into a gunship with side-firing 7 .62mm miniguns .
ADC—Assistant Division Commander .
AGC—Amphibious command ship . The current designation is LCC .
AH-1G—Bell Huey Cobra helicopter specifically designed for clos e

air support .
AK47—Russian-designed Kalashnikov gas-operated 7 .62mm auto-

matic rifle, with an effective range of 400 meters . It was the stan-
dard rifle of the North Vietnamese Army.

AKA—Attack cargo ship, a naval ship designed to transport combat -
loaded cargo in an assault landing. LKA is the current desig-
nation .

ALMAR—All Marines, a Commandant of the Marine Corps com-
munication directed to all Marines .

AID—Air Liaison Officer, an officer (aviator/pilot) attached to a
ground unit who functions as the primary advisor to the groun d
commander on air operation matters .

ANGLICO—Air and Naval Gunfire Liaison Company, an organi-
zation composed of Marine and Navy personnel specially quali-
fied for control of naval gunfire and close air support . ANGLIC O
personnel normally provided this service while attached to U .S .

Army, Korean, and ARVN units .
AO—Air Observer, an individual whose primary mission is to ob-

serve or to take photographs from an aircraft in order to adjus t

artillery fire or obtain military information .
AO—Area of Operations .
AOA—Amphibious Objective Area, a defined geographical are a

within which is located the area or areas to be captured by th e

amphibious task force.
APA—Attack transport ship, a naval ship, designed for combat load -

ing elements of a battalion landing team. LPA is the current

designation .
APC—Armored Personnel Carrier .
APD—Airborne Personnel Detector .
APT—Armed Propaganda Team, a South Vietnamese pacificatio n

cadre who carried weapons in self-defense as they attempted t o
convince South Vietnamese villagers to remain loyal to th e

government .

Arc Light—The codename for B-52 bombing missions in Sout h
Vietnam .

ARG—Amphibious Ready Group.
Arty—Artillery.
ARVN—Army of the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) .
ASP—Ammunition Supply Point .
ASRT—Air Support Radar Team, a subordinate operational com-

ponent of a tactical air control system which provides ground
controlled precision flight path guidance and weapons releas e

for attack aircraft .

B40 rocket—Communist rocket-propelled grenade .
B-52—Boeing Stratofortress, U .S . Air Force eight-engine, swept-wing,

heavy jet bomber.
BA—Base Area.
Barrel Roll—Codename for air operations over Laos .
Bde—Brigade .
BGen—Brigadier General .
BLT—Battalion Landing Team .
Bn — Battalion .
Btry — Battery.

C-117D—Douglas Skytrain, a twin-engine transport aircraft. The
C-117D was an improved version of the C-47, the military ver-
sion of the DC-3 .

C-130—Lockheed Hercules, a four-engine turboprop transpor t

aircraft .
CACO—Combined Action Company .
CAF—Combined Action Force .
CAG—Combined Action Group .
CAP—Combined Action Platoon, see Combined Action Program .

Capt—Captain .
CCP— Combined Campaign Plan .
Cdr—Commander .
CG—Commanding General .
CH-46—Boeing Vertol Sea Knight, a twin-engine, tandem-roto r

transport helicopter, designed to carry a four-man crew and 1 7
combat-loaded troops .

CH-47—Boeing Vertol Chinook, the Army medium-transpor t
helicopter.

CH-53—Sikorsky Sea Stallion, a single-rotor, heavy transport
helicopter powered by two shaft-turbine engines with an aver -
age payload of 12,800 pounds . Carries crew of three and 3 8
combat-loaded troops .

Chieu Hoi—The South Vietnamese amnesty program designed t o
attract Communist troops and cadre to defect to the govern-
ment cause .

CICV—Combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam .
CIDG— Civilian Irregular Defense Group, South Vietnames e

paramilitary force, composed largely of Montagnards, the no -
madic tribesmen who populate the South Vietnamese highlands ,

and advised by the U.S . Army Special Forces .
CinCPac—Commander in Chief, Pacific .
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CinCPacFlt—Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet .
CIT—Counter Intelligence Team .
Claymore—A U.S . directional antipersonnel mine .
CMC—Commandant of the Marine Corps .
CMH—Center of Military History, Department of the Army .
CO—Commanding Officer.
Co—Company.
COB—Combat Operations Base .
COC—Combat Operations Center .
Col—Colonel .
Combined Action Program—A Marine pacification program whic h

integrated a Marine infantry squad with a South Vietnames e
Popular Force platoon in a Vietnamese village .

ComdC—Command Chronology.
ComdHist—Command History.
ComNavForPac—Commander, Naval Forces, Pacific.
ComNavForV—Commander, Naval Forces, Vietnam .
COMUSMACV— Commander, U .S. Military Assistance Command ,

Vietnam .
CORDS—Civil Operations and Revolutionary Development Sup -

port, the agency organized under MACV in May 1967 and
charged with coordinating U.S : Vietnamese pacification efforts .

COSVN— Central Office of South Vietnam, the nominal Com-
munist military and political headquarters in South Vietnam .

CP—Command Post .
CPDC— Central Pacification and Development Council, the Sout h

Vietnamese government agency responsible for coordinating th e
pacification plan.

CRC—Control and Reporting Center, an element of the U.S. Ai r
Force tactical air control system, subordinate to the Tactical Ai r
Control Center, which conducted radar and warning operations.

C/S—Chief of Staff.
CTZ—Corps Tactical Zone .
CUPP—Combined Unit Pacification Program, a variation of th e

combined action concept and involving the integration of a Ma-
rine line company with a Popular Force or Regional Force unit .

DAIS—Da Nang Anti-Infiltration System .
DASC—Direct Air Support Center, a subordinate operational com -

ponent of the Marine air control system designed for contro l
of close air support and other direct air support operations .

D-Day—Day scheduled for the beginning of an operation .
DD —Navy destroyer.
Det — Detachment .
Div— Division .
DMZ—Demilitarized Zone separating North and South Vietnam .
DOD—Department of Defense.
DSA—District Senior Advisor.
Dtd—Dated .

EA-6A—The electronic-countermeasures version of the A-6A In-
truder.

ECM—Electronic Countermeasures, a major subdivision of electronic
warfare involving actions against enemy electronic equipmen t
or to exploit the enemy's use of electromagnetic radiations from
such equipment .

EF-10B—An ECM-modified version of the Navy F-3D Skyknight ,
a twin-engine jet night-fighter of Korean War vintage .

Engr—Engineer.

F-4B—McDonnell Phantom II, a twin-engined, two-seat, long-range ,
all-weather jet interceptor and attack bomber.

F-4J—McDonnell Phantom II with air-to-air capabilities .
FAC(A)—Forward Air Controller (Airborne) .
FDC—Fire Direction Center.
FFV—Field Force, Vietnam I and II, U .S . Army commands in II an d

III Corps areas of South Vietnam .
FLC—Force Logistic Command .
FLSG—Force Logistic Support Group.
FLSU—Force Logistic Support Unit.
FMFPac—Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.
FO—Forward Observer.
Front 4—A Communist headquarters subordinate to MR-5 an d

responsible for Quang Nam Province .
FSB—Fire Support Base .
FSCC—Fire Support Coordination Center, a single location involve d

in the coordination of all forms of fire support .
FSR—Force Service Regiment .
Fwd — Forward .
FWMF—Free World Military Force .

G —Refers to staff positions on a general staff, e .g., G-1 would refer
to the staff member responsible for personnel ; G-2, intelligence ;
G-3, operations ; G-4, logistics; and G-5, civil affairs .

Gen—General .
Golden Fleece—Marine rice harvest protection operation .
Grenade Launcher, M79—U .S.-built, single-shot, breech-loaded

shoulder weapon which fires 40mm projectiles and weighs ap-
proximately 6 .5 pounds when loaded ; it has a sustained rate
of aimed fire of five-seven rounds per minute and an effective
range of 375 meters .

Gun, 175mm, M107—U.S.-built, self-propelled gun which weigh s
62,000 pounds and fires a 147-pound projectile to a maximu m
range of 32,800 meters. Maximum rate of fire is one round ev-
ery two minutes .

GVN—Government of Vietnam (South Vietnam) .

H&I fires—Harassing and Interdiction fires .
H&MS—Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron .
H&S Co—Headquarters and Service Company.
HAWK—A mobile, surface-to-air guided missile, designed to de -

fend against low-flying enemy aircraft and short-range missiles.
HE—High Explosive .
HES—Hamlet Evaluation System, the computerized statistical dat a

system used to measure pacification in the hamlets and villages
of South Vietnam .

H-Hour—The specific hour an operation begins .
HMH—Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron .
HMM—Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron .
Hoi Chanh—A Viet Cong or North Vietnamese defector under the

Chieu Hoi amnesty program .
Howitzer, 8-inch (M55)—U.S .-built, self-propelled, heavy-artillery

piece with a maximum range of 16,900 meters and a rate o f
fire of one round every two minutes .

Howitzer, 105mm, MIOIA1—US.-built, towed, general purpose ligh t
artillery piece with a maximum range of 11,000 meters and max-
imum rate of fire of four rounds per minute .

Howitzer, 155mm, M114A towed and M109 self-propelled—U .S .-
built medium artillery with a maximum range of 15,080 meter s
and a maximum rate of fire of three rounds per minute . Ma-
rines employed both models in Vietnam . The newer and heav-
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ier self-propelled M109 was largely road-bound, while the lighter ,
towed M114A could be moved either by truck or by helicopter .

HQ or Hq—Headquarters .
Howtar—A 4 .2 (107mm) mortar tube mounted on a 75mm pac k

howitzer frame.
"Huey''— Popular name for UH-1 series of helicopters .

I Corps—The military and administrative subdivision which include d
the five northern provinces of South Vietnam .

I MAF—I Marine Amphibious Force.
I MEF—I Marine Expeditionary Force.
Intel—Intelligence.
Intvw—Interview.
IOD—Integrated Observation Device.
ITT—Interrogation/Translator Team .

JCS—Joint Chiefs of Staff (U .S.) .
JGS—Joint General Staff (South Vietnamese) .

KC-130—The in-flight refueling tanker configuration of the C-13 0
Lockheed Hercules.

KIA—Killed in Action .
Kingfisher operations—Heliborne combat patrols for quick reac-

tion operations .
Kit Carson Scout—Viet Cong defectors recruited by Marines to serv e

as scouts, interpreters, and intelligence agents .

L-Hour—In planned helicopter operations, it is the specific hou r
the helicopters land in the landing zone .

LAAM Bn—Light Antiaircraft Missile Battalion .
LCM—Landing Craft Mechanized, designed to land tanks, trucks ,

and trailers directly onto the beach .
LCVP—Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel, a small craft with a bo w

ramp used to transport assault troops and light vehicles to th e
beach.

LKA—The current designation for an attack cargo ship. See AKA.
LOC—Lines of Communication .
LOI—Letter of Instruction .
LPD —Amphibious transport, dock, a ship designed to transport

and land troops, equipment, and supplies by means of embarke d
landing craft, amphibious vehicles, and helicopters . It had both
a submersible well deck and a helicopter landing deck .

LPH—Amphibious assault ship, a ship designed or modified t o
transport and land troops, equipment, and supplies by means
of embarked helicopters .

MA—Logistic Support Area .
LSD—Landing Ship, Dock, a landing ship designed to combat load ,

transport, and launch amphibious crafts or vehicles together wit h
crews and embarked personnel, and to provide limited dock-
ing and repair services to small ships and crafts . It lacks th e
helicopter landing deck of the LPD .

IST—Landing Ship, Tank, landing ship designed to transport heav y
vehicles and to land them on a beach .

Lt—Lieutenant .
LtCol—Lieutenant Colonel .
LtGen—Lieutenant General .
Ltr—Letter.
LVTP or LVP— Landing Vehicle, Tracked, Personnel, an amphibia n

vehicle used to land and/or transport personnel .
LZ—Landing Zone.

MAB—Marine Amphibious Brigade .
MABS—Marine Air Base Squadron .
Machine gun, .50-caliber—U.S .- built, belt-fed, recoil-operated, air-

cooled automatic weapon, which weighs 'approximately 8 0
pounds without mount or ammunition ; it has a sustained rate
of fire of 100 rounds per minute and an effective range of 1,45 0
meters .

Machine gun, M60—U.S .-built, belt-fed, gas-operated, air-cooled,
7 .62mm automatic weapon, which weighs approximately 2 0
pounds without mount or ammunition ; it has a sustained rate
of fire of 100 rounds per minute and an effective range of 1,00 0
meters .

MACS—Marine Air Control Squadron, provides and operates
ground facilities for the detection and interception of hostile
aircraft and for the navigational direction of friendly aircraft in
the conduct of support operations .

MACV— Military Assistance Command, Vietnam .
MAF—Marine Amphibious Force .
MAG— Marine Aircraft Group.
Main Force—Refers to organized Viet Cong battalions and regiment s

as opposed to local guerrilla groups .
Maj — Major .
MajGen—Major General.
MarDiv—Marine Division .
Marines—Designates a Marine regiment, e .g ., 3d Marines .
MASS—Marine Air Support Squadron, provides and operates fa -

cilities for the control of aircraft operating in direct support of
ground forces .

MAU—Marine Advisory Unit, the Marine advisory unit under th e
Naval Advisory Group which administered the advisory effor t
to the South Vietnamese Marine Corps ; not to be confused with
a Marine Amphibious Unit .

MAW—Marine Aircraft Wing .
MCAS—Marine Corps Air Station .
MCO—Marine Corps Order .
MedCap—Medical Civilian Assistance Program .
MedEvac — Medical Evacuation .
MIA— Missing' in Action .
MilHistBr—Military History Branch .
MO—Mount Out.
MOA—Mount Out Augmentation .
Mortar, 4.2-inch, M30—U.S .-built, rifled, muzzle-loaded, drop-fired

weapon consisting of tube, base-plate and standard ; weapo n
weighs 330 pounds and has maximum range of 4,020 meters .
Rate of fire is 20 rounds per minute .

Mortar, 60mm, M19—U .S .-built, smooth-bore, muzzle-loade d
weapon, which weighs 45 .2 pounds when assembled ; it has a
maximum rate of fire of 30 rounds per minute and sustaine d
rate of fire of 18 rounds per minute; the effective range is 2,000
meters .

Mortar, 81mm, M29—U.S .-built, smooth-bore, muzzle-loaded ,
which weighs approximately 115 pounds when assembled ; it has
a sustained rate of fire of two rounds per minute and an effec-
tive range of 2,300-3,650 meters, depending upon ammunitio n
used .

Mortar, 82mm—Soviet-built, smooth-bore, mortar, single-shot, high
angle of fire weapon which weighs approximately 123 pounds ;
it has a maximum rate of fire of 25 rounds per minute and a
maximum range of 3,040 meters .

Mortar, 120mm—Soviet- or Chinese Communist-built, smooth bore,
drop or trigger fired, mortar which weighs approximately 600
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pounds ; it has a maximum rate of fire of 15 rounds per minute
and a maximum range of 5,700 meters .

MR-5 —political and military sector in northern South Vietnam, in-
cluding all of I Corps . NVA units in MR-5 did not report t o
COSVN .

Ms—Manuscript .
Msg— Message .

NAC—Northern Artillery Cantonment .
NAG—Naval Advisory Group .
NAS—Naval Air Station .
NCO—Noncommissioned Officer.
NGLO—Naval Gunfire Liaison Officer .
NLF—National Liberation Front, the political arm of th e

Communist-led insurgency against the South Vietnames e
Government.

NMCB—Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (Seabees) .
NPFF—National Police Field Force .
NSA—Naval Support Activity.
NSC—National Security Council .
NSDC—Northern Sector Defense Command .
Nui—Vietnamese word for hill or mountain .
Nung—A Vietnamese tribesman, of a separate ethnic group, prob-

ably of Chinese origin .
NVA—North Vietnamese Army, often used colloquially to refer t o

a North Vietnamese soldier.

0-1B—Cessna, single-engine observation aircraft .
OAB, NHD —Operational Archives Branch, Naval History Division .
Ontos—U.S .-built, lightly armored, tracked antitank vehicle arme d

with six coaxially-mounted 106mm recoilless rifles .
OpCon—Operational Control, the authority granted to a com -

mander to direct forces assigned for specific missions or tasks
which are usually limited by function, time, or location.

OpO—Operation Order, a directive issued by a commander t o
subordinate commanders for the execution of an operation .

OP—Outpost or observation point .
OPlan—Operation Plan, a plan for a single or series of connected

operations to be carried out simultaneously or in succession ; i t
is the form of directive employed by higher authority to permi t
subordinate commanders to prepare supporting plans and orders .

OpSum — Operational Summary.
ORLL—Operations Report/Lessons Learned .
OV-10A—North American Rockwell Bronco, twin-engine aircraft spe -

cifically designed for light armed reconnaissance missions .

PAVN—Peoples Army of Vietnam (North Vietnam) . This acrony m
was dropped in favor of NVA .

PDC—Pacification and Development Councils .
PF— Popular Force, Vietnamese militia who were usually employe d

in the defense of their own communities .
Phoenix program—A covert U .S . and South Vietnamese program

aimed at the eradication of the Viet Gong Infrastructure in Sout h
Vietnam.

PIIC—Photo Imagery Interpretation Center .
PRC-25 — Standard radio used by Marine ground units in Vietna m

that allowed for voice communication for distances up to 2 5
miles .

Project Delta—A special South Vietnamese reconnaissance group
consisting of South Vietnamese Special Forces troops and U .S .
Army Special Forces advisors .

PRU—Provincial Reconnaissance Unit.
PSA—Province Senior Advisor.
PSDF—Peoples Self-Defense Force, a local self-defense force or-

ganized by the South Vietnamese Government after the ene-
my's Tet offensive in 1968 .

QDSZ—Quang Da Special Zone .

R&R—Rest and Recreation .
Recoilless rifle, 106mm, M401A1—U .S: built, single-shot, recoilless,

breech-loaded weapon which weighs 438 pounds when assem-
bled and mounted for firing; it has a sustained rate of fire o f
six rounds per minute and an effective range of 1,365 meters .

Regt—Regiment.
Rein—Reinforced.
Revolutionary Development—The South Vietnamese pacificatio n

program started in 1966 .
Revolutionary Development Teams—Specially trained Vietnames e

political cadre who were assigned to individual hamlets and vil-
lages and conducted various pacification and civilian assistanc e
tasks on a local level.

RF-4B—Photo-reconnaissance model of the F4B Phantom II .
RF—Regional Force, Vietnamese militia who were employed in a

specific area.
Rifle, M14—Gas-operated, magazine-fed, air-cooled, semi-auto-

matic, 7 .62mm caliber shoulder weapon, which weighs 1 2
pounds with a full 20-round magazine ; it has a sustained rate
of fire of 30 rounds per minute and an effective range of 460
meters .

Rifle, M16—Gas-operated, magazine-fed, air-cooled, automatic ,
5 .56mm caliber shoulder weapon, which weighs three pound s
with a 20-round magazine; it has a sustained rate of fire of 12-1 5
rounds per minute and an effective range of 460 meters .

RLT—Regimental Landing Team .
ROK—Republic of Korea .
Rolling Thunder—Codename for U .S . air operations over North

Vietnam .
Rough Rider—Organized vehicle convoys, often escorted by helicop -

ters and armored vehicles, using Vietnam's roads to supply Ma-
rine bases .

ROE—Rules of Engagement .
RPG—Rocket Propelled Grenade.
RVN—Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) .
RVNAF—Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces .
RZ—Reconnaissance Zone .

S—Refers to staff positions on regimental and battalion levels . S- 1
would refer to the staff member responsible for personnel ; S-2 ,
intelligence ; S-3, operations ; S-4, logistics ; and S-5, civil affairs .

SAM—Surface to Air Missile.
SecDef—Secretary of Defense.
SecState—Secretary of State.
Seventh AF— Seventh Air Force, the major U .S . Air Force command

in Vietnam .
Seventh Fleet—The U.S. fleet assigned to the Pacific .
SFD—Surprise Firing Device, a euphemism for a boobytrap .
SID —Seismic Intrusion Device, sensor used to monitor movemen t

through ground vibrations .
SLF— Special Landing Force .
SMA—Senior Marine Advisor .
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SOG— Studies and Operations Group, the cover name for the or-
ganization that carried out cross-border operations .

Song—Vietnamese for "river ."
SOP— Standing Operating Procedure, set of instructions laying ou t

standardized procedures .
Sortie—An operational flight by one aircraft .
Sparrow Hawk—A small rapid-reaction force on standby, ready fo r

insertion by helicopter for reinforcement of units in contact with
the enemy.

SSDC—Southern Sector Defense Command .
Steel Tiger—The codename for the air campaign over Laos .
Stingray— Special Marine reconnaissance missions in which smal l

Marine reconnaissance teams call artillery and air attacks on tar -
gets of opportunity.

TAC(A)—Tactical Air Coordinator (Airborne), an officer in an air -
plane, who coordinates close air support .

TACC—Tactical Air Control Center, the principal air operations in-
stallation for controlling all aircraft and air-warning function s
of tactical air operations .

TACP—Tactical Air Control Party, a subordinate operational com-
ponent of a tactical air control system designed to provide ai r
liaison to land forces and for the control of aircraft .

TADC—Tactical Air Direction Center, an air operations installation
under the Tactical Air Control Center, which directs aircraft an d
aircraft warning functions of the tactical air center .

TAFDS —Tactical Airfield Fuel Dispensing System, the expedition-
ary storage and dispensing system of aviation fuel at tactical air -
fields. It uses 10,000-gallon fabric tanks to store the fuel .

TAOC—Tactical Air Operations Center, a subordinate component
of the air command and control system which controls all en -
route air traffic and air defense operations .

Tank, M48—U.S .-built 50.7-ton tank with a crew of four ; primary
armament is turret-mounted 90mm gun with one .30-caliber
and one .50-caliber machine gun ; has maximum road speed of
32 miles per hour and an average range of 195 miles .

TAOC—Tactical Air Operations Center, a subordinate componen t
of the air command and control system which controls all en -
route air traffic and air defense operations .

TAOI—Tactical Area of Interest .
TAOR—Tactical Area of Responsibility, a defined area of land fo r

which responsibility is specifically assigned to the commande r
of the area as a measure for control of assigned forces and coor-
dination of support .

TE—Table of Equipment .
TF—Task Force .
TG—Task Group.
10—Table of Organization.

TO&E—Table of Organization and Equipment .
Trung-si—A South Vietnamese Popular Force sergeant.
TU—Task Unit .

UCMJ —Uniform Code of Military Justice .
UH-lE Bell " Huey''—A single-engine, light attack/observation heli-

copter noted for its maneuverability and firepower ; carries a crew
of three ; it can be armed with air-to-ground rocket packs an d
fuselage-mounted, electrically-fired machine guns .

UH-34D—Sikorsky Sea Horse, a single-engine medium transport
helicopter with a crew of three, carries eight to 12 combat sold-
iers, depending upon weather conditions.

USA—U .S . Army.
USAAG—U .S. Army Advisory Group .
USAF—U.S . Air Force .
USAID—U.S . Agency for International Development .
USARV—U.S . Army, Vietnam .
USASuppComDaNang—U.S . Army Support Command, Da Nang.
USIA—U .S . Information Agency.
USMC—U.S. Marine Corps .
USN—U.S . Navy.

VC—Viet Cong, a term used to refer to the Communist guerrillas
in South Vietnam ; a contraction of the Vietnamese phrase mean-
ing " Vietnamese Communists."

Viet Minh—The Vietnamese contraction for Viet Nam Doc La p
Nong Minh Hoi, a Communist-led coalition of nationalist
groups, which actively opposed the Japanese in World War I I
and the French in the first Indochina War .

VCI—Viet Cong Infrastructure.
VCLF—Viet Cong Local Force .
VMA—Marine attack squadron (in naval aviation, the "V" desig-

nates "heavier than air " as opposed to craft that are "lighte r
than air") .

VMF(AW)—Marine Fighter Squadron (All Weather) .
VMFA—Marine Fighter Attack Squadron .
VMCJ—Marine Composite Reconnaissance Squadron .
VMGR—Marine Refueller Transport Squadron.
VMO—Marine Observation Squadron .
VNAF—Vietnamese Air Force .
VNMB—Vietnamese Marine Brigade .
VNMC—Vietnamese Marine Corps .
VNN—Vietnamese Navy.
VT—Variable timed electronic fuze for an artillery shell which cause s

airburst over the target area .

WestPac—Western Pacific.
WIA—Wounded in Action .



Appendix C

Chronology of Significant Event s
January-December 196 9

1 January South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu suggested that th e
ARVN was "ready to replace part of the allied forces" in 1969 .

5 January President-elect Richard M . Nixon named Ambassador Henry Cabo t
Lodge to succeed Ambassador W. Averell Harriman as chief U.S .
negotiator at the Paris talks . He also appointed Ambassador Ells -
worth Bunker to continue at his post in Saigon .

20 January Richard M . Nixon inaugurated President of the United States .
22 January Operation Dewey Canyon began in the Da Krong Valley of Quang

Tri Province with the lift of elements of Colonel Robert H . Barrow's
9th Marines and supporting artillery from Vandegrift Combat Bas e
into the area .

31 January U .S . military strength in South Vietnam numbered 539,800, o f
which 81,000 were Marines .

16 February Allied forces observed a 24-hour ceasefire during Tet. Despite th e
ceasefire, VC/NVA forces committed 203 truce violations, whic h
resulted in the loss of six killed and 94 wounded in I Corps .

23 February Communist forces launched a major offensive throughout Sout h
Vietnam, one day following the expiration of the seven-day Vie t
Cong proclaimed truce for Tet.

25 February Fire Support Bases Neville and Russell came under heavy enem y
ground and mortar attacks, resulting in the loss of 30 and th e
wounding of 79 Marines .

27 February During Operation Dewey Canyon, men of the 9th Marines unco-
vered the largest single haul of enemy arms and ammunition in
the war to date .

28 February The 3d Marine Division ended Operations Scotland II and Ken-
tucky. During Scotland II, more than 3,300 enemy troops were
killed, while friendly casualties were 463 killed . Operation Ken-
tucky resulted in over 3,900 enemy and 520 U .S. casualties .

2 March Village and hamlet elections were held throughout South Vietnam .
In I Corps, the percentage of the population voting ranged fro m
82 percent in Quang Nam Province to 92 percent in Quang Tri .
The enemy made no attempt to disrupt the voting .

3 March The Marine Corps received its first CH-53D assault helicopter. The
helicopter, intended to replace the CH-53A, introduced into Viet-
nam in late 1966, could transport four tons of cargo or 38 comba t
troops .

7 March Allied intelligence estimates of enemy strength place 40,000 NVA
and between 60,000 and 70,000 VC in I Corps Tactical Zone, a
majority of which were said to be in the northern provinces .

9 March 1st Marine Division Operation Taylor Common ended in Quan g
Nam Province . The operation, which began on 7 December 1968 ,
accounted for close to 1,400 enemy killed and 610 captured .

16 March The U .S . battleship New Jersey departed the coast of Vietnam .
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26 March Lieutenant General Herman Nickerson, Jr ., replaced Lieutenant
General Robert E . Cushman, Jr., as Commanding General, III Ma-
rine Amphibious Force.

30 March III MAF engineers completed the construction of Liberty Bridge ,
which spanned the Song Thu Bon, south of Da Nang .

3 April COMUSMACV confirmed that more Americans had been killed i n
Vietnam than in the Korean War. Vietnam had cost 33,641 lives
since January 1961, compared to 33,629 lost in Korea .

7 April A Joint Coordinating Council was established by CG III MAF an d
CG ICTZ to monitor, coordinate, and support pacification and de-
velopment programs within ICTZ .

10 April The first four AH-1G "Cobra" gunships arrived at Da Nang to be-
gin air operations with Marine Observation Squadron 2 .

15 April Major General William K . Jones replaced Major General Raymond
G. Davis as Commanding General, 3d Marine Division .

17 April Marine firepower increased with the introduction of the firs t
175mm guns, scheduled to replace the 155mm guns of the 1st, 3d ,
and 5th 155mm Gun Batteries .

23 April More than 250 student leaders from colleges throughout the Unit-
ed States made a public statement that they would refuse induc-
tion into the armed forces so long as the war continued i n
Vietnam.

27 April A grass fire spread to the Navy/Marine Ammo Supply Point 1 a t
Da Nang, resulting in its complete destruction .

3 May Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird said the United States could be -
gin troop withdrawals if any of the following three basic conditions
were met: agreement of mutual withdrawals ; sufficient improve-
ment of South Vietnamese forces ; and a substantial reduction of
VC/NVA activity in South Vietnam .

6 May III Marine Amphibious Force, composed of the 1st and 3d Marin e
Divisions, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Force Logistic Command, and
the Army's XXIV Corps, Americal Division, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion (Airmobile), and 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division
(Mechanized), began its fifth year in Vietnam .

8 May The Vietnamese Communists issued a 10-point proposal for peace ,
the most important new element of which was an attempt to limi t
United States participation in negotiations to the subject of a
unilateral withdrawal from South Vietnam .

10 May Operation Apache Snow began in the southern Da Krong an d
northern A Shau Valleys and involved the 9th Marines and ele-
ments of the 101st Airborne Division . During the operation, whic h
ended on 7 June, troops of the 101st assaulted and captured heavi-
ly fortified Dong Ap Bia, or as it later became known, "Hamburg-
er Hill ."

12 May The VC/NVA struck throughout South Vietnam with the larges t
number of attacks since Tet 1968 .

29 May The 7th Marines multi-battalion Operation Oklahoma Hills ended .
Enemy losses during the two-month operation were placed at 596 ,
while friendly loses numbered 53 killed and 487 wounded .

8 June President Nixon announced that 25,000 troops would be withdraw n
from South Vietnam by the end of August .
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14 June Marine, Korean, and South Vietnamese troops began Operation
Pipestone Canyon, south of Da Nang. Before ending in November ,
the enemy would lose close to 500 troops .

13 June Secretary of Defense Laird announced that the 9th Marines, in ad-
dition to Army and Navy units, would be withdrawn beginning in
mid July.

15 June The 1st Amphibian Tractor Battalion began deployment from Viet-
nam to Okinawa .

11 July Major General Charles J . Quilter was relieved by Major General
William G. Thrash as Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraf t
Wing .

14 July Battalion Landing Team 1/9 sailed from Da Nang for Okinawa o n
board ships of the Seventh Fleet, initiating Phase I of Presiden t
Nixon's 25,000-troop withdrawal plan .

20 July Racial riots at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, resulted in the deat h
of one Marine and serious injury to another.

August The Combined Action Program reached its authorized strength of
114 platoons .

13 August Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 165 departed Vietnam fo r
Okinawa under the announced 25,000-man troop reduction . The
squadron was the first major unit of the 1st Marine Aircraft Win g
to depart Vietnam .

14 August The 9th Regimental Landing Team completed its redeploymen t
from Vietnam with the departure of the 3d Battalion, 9th Marines .

18 August The last UH-34D "Sea Horse" Squadron, Marine Medium Helicop-
ter Squadron 362, departed Vietnam to be redesignated Marin e
Heavy Helicopter Squadron 362 after receiving CH-53 aircraft . The
squadron was the first unit of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing to
serve in Vietnam, arriving in April 1962 .

September Three disturbances took place over alleged mistreatment of
prisoners at the Camp Pendleton brig . Three guards were dis-
ciplined for using excessive force in quelling disruptive prisoners .

3 September Marine Corps Commandant, General Leonard F. Chapman, Jr . ,
authorized "Afro" haircuts and the use of the upraised fist as a
greeting among black Marines .

3 September North Vietnamese President Ho Chi Minh died .
16 September President Nixon announced another troop withdrawal . Of a tota l

reduction of 40,500, more than 18,400 would be Marines, most of
whom would come from the 3d Marine Division .

21 September Secretary of Defense Laird announced the deactivation of the 5th
Marine Division at Camp Pendeton, California . The 26th Marines ,
still in Vietnam, would not be deactivated with the remainder of
the division .

29 September The Marine Corps announced a cutback of 20,300 in total strength .
It was felt that a reduction in recruiting would reduce the size o f
the Corps without any rollback of temporary officer promotions o r
any reversion of temporary officers to enlisted status before 1 Jul y
1970 .

15 October Throughout the United States, Vietnam Moratorium demonstra-
tions were held .

7 November The 9th Marine Amphibious Force was deactivated ; I Marine Ex-
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13-15 November

19 November

20 November

26 November

1 December

15 Decembe r

15 Decembe r

15 Decembe r

31 December

peditionary Force was created as an amphibious ready force in th e
Western Pacific ; and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (Rear) was activate d
in Japan . CG, I MEF was to exercise operational control of the 3 d
Marine Division and 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (Rear) .
Critics of the war in Vietnam demonstrated in Washington with a
march from Arlington Cemetery to the Capitol .
The Nixon Administration's military draft lottery bill was passed b y
Congress .
Marine Air Group 36 completed its move from Phu Bai to Futema ,
Okinawa, where it assumed control of the helicopter and observa-
tion squadrons which had been redeployed from Vietnam .
The 5th Marine Division was deactivated and the 5th Marine Ex-
peditionary Brigade came into existence .
The first drawing of the draft lottery was conducted ; those 19-year-
olds whose birthdate was 14 September and whose last name bega n
with "J" would be the first called .
Major General Edwin B . Wheeler relieved Major General Ormon d
R. Simpson as Commanding General, 1st Marine Division .
With the completion of Phase II redeployment, Marine authorized
strength in the Republic of Vietnam stood at 55,300 .
President Nixon announced that the third round of American
troop withdrawals from Vietnam was to be completed by 15 Apri l
1970 .
Marine actual strength in South Vietnam stood at 54,559 at th e
end of 1969 .



Appendix D

Medal of Honor Citations
1969

The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL OF
HONOR posthumously to

LANCE CORPORAL RICHARD A . ANDERSON
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATIO N

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as an Assistant Team Leader with Company E, Third Reconnaissance Battalion, Third Marine Division, in con-
nection with combat operations against an armed enemy in the Republic of Vietnam . While conducting a
patrol during the early morning hours of 24 August 1969, Lance Corporal Anderson 's reconnaissance tea m
came under a heavy volume of automatic weapons and machine gun fire from a numerically superior and well -
concealed enemy force . Although painfully wounded in both legs and knocked to the ground during the initia l
moments of the fierce fire fight, Lance Corporal Anderson assumed a prone position and continued to delive r
intense suppressive fire in an attempt to repulse the attackers . Moments later he was wounded a second tim e
by an enemy soldier who had approached to within eight feet of the team 's position . Undaunted, he continued
to pour a relentless stream of fire at the assaulting unit, even while a companion was treating his leg wounds .
Observing an enemy grenade land between himself and the other Marine, Lance Corporal Anderson immedi-
ately rolled over and covered the lethal weapon with his body, absorbing the full effects of the detonation .
By his indomitable courage, inspiring initiative, and selfless devotion to duty, Lance Corporal Anderson wa s
instrumental in saving several Marines from serious injury or possible death . His actions were in keeping with
the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life
in the service of his country.
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS OSCAR P. AUSTIN
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as an Assistant Machine Gunner with Company E, Second Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine Divisio n
in connection with operations against enemy forces in the Republic of Vietnam . During the early mornin g
hours of 23 February 1969, Private First Class Austin's observation post was subjected to a fierce ground attac k
by a large North Vietnamese Army force supported by a heavy volume of hand grenades, satchel charges an d
small arms fire . Observing that one of his wounded companions had fallen unconscious in a position dangerousl y
exposed to the hostile fire, Private First Class Austin unhesitatingly left the relative security of his fightin g
hole and, with complete disregard for his own safety, raced across the fire-swept terrain to assist the Marin e

to a covered location . As he neared the casualty, he observed an enemy grenade land nearby and, reactin g
instantly, leaped between the injured Marine and the lethal object, absorbing the effects of its detonation .

As he ignored his painful injuries and turned to examine the wounded man, he saw a North Vietnamese Arm y
soldier aiming a weapon at his unconscious companion . With full knowledge of the probable consequence s
and thinking only to protect the Marine, Private First Class Austin resolutely threw himself between the casualt y
and the hostile soldier and, in so doing, was mortally wounded . Private First Class Austin's indomitable courage ,
inspiring initiative and selfless devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and th e

United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country.
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DANIEL D . BRUCE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as a Mortar Man with Headquarters and Service Company, Third Battalion, Fifth Marines, First Marine Divi-
sion, against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam . Early on the morning of 1 March 1969, Private First Clas s
Bruce was on watch in his night defensive position at Fire Support Base Tomahawk in Quang Nam Provinc e
when he heard movements ahead of him . An enemy explosive charge was thrown toward his position and h e
reacted instantly, catching the device and shouting to alert his companions . Realizing the danger to the adjacen t
position with its two occupants, Private First Class Bruce held the device to his body and attempted to carr y
it from the vicinity of the entrenched Marines . As he moved away, the charge detonated and he absorbed th e
full force of the explosion . Private First Class Bruce's indomitable courage, inspiring valor and selfless devotio n
to duty saved the lives of three of his fellow Marines and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corp s
and the United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country .
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS BRUCE W . CARTER
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as Grenadier with Company H, Second Battalion, Third Marines, Third Marine Division in connection with
combat operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam . On 7 August 1969, Private First Class Carter' s
unit was maneuvering against the enemy during Operation Idaho Canyon and came under a heavy volum e
of fire from a numerically superior hostile force . The lead element soon became separated from the main bod y
of the squad by a brush fire. Private First Class Carter and his fellow Marines were pinned down by viciou s
crossfire when, with complete disregard for his own safety, he stood in full view of the North Vietnamese Arm y
soldiers to deliver a devastating volume of fire at their positions . The accuracy and aggressiveness of his attack
caused several enemy casualties and forced the remainder of the soldiers to retreat from the immediate area .
Shouting directions to the Marines around him, Private First Class Carter then commenced leading them fro m
the path of the rapidly approaching brush fire when he observed a hostile grenade land between him an d
his companions. Fully aware of the probable consequences of his action but determined to protect the me n
following him, he unhesitatingly threw himself over the grenade, absorbing the full effects of its detonatio n
with his own body. Private First Class Carter's indomitable courage, inspiring initiative, and selfless devotio n
to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service . He gallantl y
gave his life in the service of his country.
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HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RONALD L. COKER
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as a Rifleman with Company M, Third Battalion, Third Marines, Third Marine Division in action against enem y
forces in the Republic of Vietnam . On 24 March 1969, while serving as Point Man for the Second Platoon ,
Private First Class Coker was leading his patrol when he encountered five enemy soldiers on a narrow jungl e
trail . Private First Class Coker ' s squad aggressively pursued them to a cave . As the squad neared the cave, i t
came under intense hostile fire, seriously wounding one Marine and forcing the others to take cover. Observing
the wounded man lying exposed to continuous enemy fire, Private First Class Coker disregarded his own safet y
and moved across the fire-swept terrain toward his companion . Although wounded by enemy small arms fire ,
he continued to crawl across the hazardous area and skillfully threw a hand grenade into the enemy positions ,
suppressing the hostile fire sufficiently to enable him to reach the wounded man . As he began to drag hi s
injured comrade towards safety, a grenade landed on the wounded Marine . Unhesitatingly, Private First Clas s
Coker grasped it with both hands and turned away from his wounded companion, but before he could dispos e
of the grenade it exploded . Severely wounded, but undaunted, he refused to abandon his comrade . As h e
moved toward friendly lines, two more enemy grenades exploded near him, inflicting still further injuries . Con-
cerned only for the safety of his comrade, Private First Class Coker, with supreme effort, continued to craw l
and pull the wounded Marine with him . His heroic deeds inspired his fellow Marines to such aggressive actio n
that the enemy fire was suppressed sufficiently to enable others to reach him and carry him to a relativel y
safe area where he succumbed to his extensive wounds . Private First Class Coker' s indomitable courage, inspiring
initiative and selfless devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United
States Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country.
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

LANCE CORPORAL THOMAS E . CREEK
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as a Rifleman with Company I, Third Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division in action against enemy
forces in the Republic of Vietnam . On 13 February 1969, Lance Corporal Creek's squad was providing securit y
for a convoy moving to resupply the Vandegrift Combat Base when an enemy command-detonated mine des-
troyed one of the vehicles and halted the convoy near the Cam Lo Resettlement Village . Almost immediately,
the Marines came under a heavy volume of hostile mortar fire followed by intense small arms fire from a well -
concealed enemy force . As his squad deployed to engage the enemy, Lance Corporal Creek quickly moved t o
a fighting position and aggressively engaged in the fire fight . Observing a position from which he could mor e
effectively deliver fire against the hostile force he completely disregarded his own safety as he fearlessly dashe d
across the fire-swept terrain and was seriously wounded by enemy fire . At the same time, an enemy grenad e
was thrown into the gully where he had fallen, landing between him and several companions . Fully realizin g
the inevitable results of his actions, Lance Corporal Creek rolled on the grenade and absorbed the full forc e
of the explosion with his own body, thereby saving the lives of five of his fellow Marines . As a result of his
heroic action, his men were inspired to such aggressive action that the enemy was defeated and the convoy
was able to continue its vital mission . Lance Corporal Creek's indomitable courage, inspiring valor and selfles s
devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service . He
gallantly gave his life for his country .
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HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RALPH E . DIAS
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATIO N

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty, while serving
as a Rifleman with Company D, First Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division in the Republic o f
Vietnam on 12 November 1969 . As a member of a reaction force which was pinned down by enemy fire whil e
assisting a platoon in the same circumstance, Private First Class Dias, observing that both units were sustaining
casualties, initiated an aggressive assault against an enemy machine gun bunker which was the principal sourc e
of hostile fire . Severely wounded by enemy snipers while charging across the open area, he pulled himself to
the shelter of a nearby rock. Braving enemy fire for a second time, Private First Class Dias was again wounded .
Unable to walk, he crawled fifteen meters to the protection of a rock located near his objective and, repeatedl y
exposing himself to intense hostile fire, unsuccessfully threw several hand grenades at the machine gun emplace -
ment . Still determined to destroy the emplacement, Private First Class Dias again moved into the open and
was wounded a third time by sniper fire. As he threw a last grenade which destroyed the enemy position, he
was mortally wounded by another enemy round . Private First Class Dias' indomitable courage, dynamic initiative ,
and selfless devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval
Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country.
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDA L
OF HONOR to

CAPTAIN WESLEY L . FOX
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATIO N

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as Commanding Officer of Company A, First Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division, in action agains t
the enemy in the northern A Shau Valley, Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 22 February 1969 .
Captain (then First Lieutenant) Fox ' s company came under intense fire from a large well-concealed enemy force .
Captain Fox maneuvered to a position from which he could assess the situation and confer with his platoo n
leaders . As they departed to execute the plan he had devised, the enemy attacked and Captain Fox was wounde d
along with all of the other members of the command group, except the executive officer . Captain Fox con-
tinued to direct the activity of his company . Advancing through heavy enemy fire he personally neutralize d
one enemy position and calmly ordered an assault against the hostile emplacements . He then moved though
the hazardous area coordinating aircraft support with the activities of his men . When his executive officer was
mortally wounded, Captain Fox reorganized the company and directed the fire of his men as they hurled grenade s
against the enemy and drove the hostile forces into retreat . Wounded again in the final assault, Captain Fo x
refused medical attention, established a defensive posture, and supervised the preparation of casualties for medica l
evacuation . His indomitable courage, inspiring initiative, and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of grav e
personal danger inspired his Marines to such aggressive actions that they overcame all enemy resistance an d
destroyed a large bunker complex . Captain Fox's heroic actions reflect great credit upon himself and the Marine
Corps, and uphold the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service .
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HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F

HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ROBERT H. JENKINS, JR.
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as a Machine Gunner with Company C, Third Reconnaissance Battalion, Third Marine Division in connection
with operations against enemy forces in the Republic of Vietnam . Early on the morning of 5 March 1969, Private
First Class Jenkins' twelve-man reconnaissance team was occupying a defensive position at Fire Support Bas e
Argonne south of the Demilitarized Zone. Suddenly, the Marines were assaulted by a North Vietnamese Arm y
platoon employing mortars, automatic weapons, and hand grenades . Reacting instantly, Private First Class Jenkins
and another Marine quickly moved into a two-man fighting emplacement, and as they boldly delivered ac -
curate machine gun fire against the enemy, a North Vietnamese soldier threw a hand grenade into the friendl y
emplacement. Fully realizing the inevitable results of his actions, Private First Class Jenkins quickly seized hi s
comrade, and pushing the man to the ground, he leaped on top of the Marine to shield him from the explo-
sion. Absorbing the full impact of the detonation, Private First Class Jenkins was seriously injured and subse-
quently succumbed to his wounds . His courage, inspiring valor and selfless devotion to duty saved a fellow
Marine from serious injury or possible death and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and th e
United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country.
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

LANCE CORPORAL JOSE F. JIMENEZ
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATIO N

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as a Fire Team Leader with Company K, Third Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division in operation s
against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam on 28 August 1969 . On that date Lance Corporal Jimenez' s
unit came under heavy attack by North Vietnamese Army soldiers concealed in well-camouflaged emplacements .
Lance Corporal Jimenez reacted by seizing the initiative and plunging forward toward the enemy positions .
He personally destroyed several enemy personnel and silenced an antiaircraft weapon . Shouting encouragemen t
to his companions, Lance Corporal Jimenez continued his aggressive forward movement. He slowly maneu-
vered to within ten feet of hostile soldiers who were firing automatic weapons from a trench and, in the fac e
of vicious enemy fire, destroyed the position. Although he was by now the target of concentrated fire fro m
hostile gunners intent upon halting his assault, Lance Corporal Jimenez continued to press forward . As h e
moved to attack another enemy soldier, he was mortally wounded . Lance Corporal Jimenez's indomitable courage ,
aggressive fighting spirit and unfaltering devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corp s
and the United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country .
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HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL OF
HONOR posthumously to

CORPORAL WILLIAM D. MORGA N
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as a Squad Leader with Company H, Second Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division in operation s
against the enemy in the Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam . On 25 February 1969, while participating
in Operation Dewey Canyon southeast of Vandegrift Combat Base, one of the squads of Corporal Morgan' s
platoon was temporarily pinned down and sustained several casualties while attacking a North Vietnamese Arm y
force occupying a heavily-fortified bunker complex . Observing that two of the wounded Marines had fallen
in a position dangerously exposed to the enemy fire and that all attempts to evacuate them were halted b y
a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire and rocket-propelled grenades, Corporal Morgan unhesitatingly maneu -
vered through the dense jungle undergrowth to a road that passed in front of a hostile emplacement which
was the principal source of enemy fire . Fully aware of the possible consequences of his valiant action, but thinkin g
only of the welfare of his injured companions, Corporal Morgan shouted words of encouragement to the m
as he initiated an aggressive assault against the hostile bunker . While charging across the open road, he was
clearly visible to the hostile soldiers who turned their fire in his direction and mortally wounded him, bu t
his diversionary tactic enabled the remainder of his squad to retrieve their casualties and overrun the Nort h
Vietnamese Army position . His heroic and determined actions saved the lives of two fellow Marines and wer e
instrumental in the subsequent defeat of the enemy. Corporal Morgan's indomitable courage, inspiring initiative
and selfless devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval
Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country.
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F

HONOR posthumously to

LANCE CORPORAL THOMAS P . NOONAN, JR .
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATIO N

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving

as a Fire Team Leader with Company G, Second Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division, in operation s

against the enemy in Quang Tri Province in the Republic of Vietnam . On 5 February 1969, Company G was

directed to move from a position which they had been holding southeast of the Vandegrift Combat Base i n

A Shau Valley to an alternate location. As the Marines commenced a slow and difficult descent down the sid e
of the hill made extremely slippery by the heavy rains, the leading element came under a heavy fire fro m

a North Vietnamese Army unit occupying well-concealed positions in the rocky terrain . Four men were wounded ,

and repeated attempts to recover them failed because of the intense hostile fire . Lance Corporal Noonan move d

from his position of relative security and maneuvering down the treacherous slope to a location near the in-
jured men, took cover behind some rocks . Shouting words of encourgement to the wounded men to restore

their confidence, he dashed across the hazardous terrain and commenced dragging the most seriously wounde d

man away from the fire-swept area . Although wounded and knocked to the ground by an enemy round, Lanc e

Corporal Noonan recovered rapidly and resumed dragging the man toward the marginal security of a rock.

He was, however, mortally wounded before he could reach his destination . His heroic actions inspired his fellow

Marines to such aggressiveness that they initiated a spirited assault which forced the enemy soldiers to with -

draw. Lance Corporal Noonan's indomitable courage, inspiring initiative and selfless devotion to duty uphel d

the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life fo r

his country.
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HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JIMMY W. PHIPPS
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as a Combat Engineer with Company B, First Engineer Battalion, First Marine Division in connection with
combat operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam . On 27 May 1969, Private First Class Phipps ,
was a member of a two-man combat engineer demolition team assigned to locate and destroy enemy artiller y
ordnance and concealed firing devices . After he had expended all of his explosives and blasting caps, Private
First Class Phipps discovered a 175mm high explosive artillery round in a rice paddy. Suspecting that the enemy
had attached the artillery round to a secondary explosive device, he warned other Marines in the area to mov e
to covered positions and prepared to destroy the round with a hand grenade . As he was attaching the han d
grenade to a stake beside the artillery round, the fuse of the enemy' s secondary explosive device ignited . Realizing
that his assistant and the platoon commander were both within a few meters of him and that the imminen t
explosion could kill all three men, Private First Class Phipps grasped the hand grenade to his chest and dive d
forward to cover the enemy 's explosive and the artillery round with his body, thereby shielding his companion s
from the detonation while absorbing the full and tremendous impact with his own body . Private First Clas s
Phipps' indomitable courage, inspiring initiative and selfless devotion to duty saved the lives of two Marine s
and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave
his life for his country.
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

LANCE CORPORAL WILLIAM R. PROM
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving
as a Machine Gun Squad Leader with Company I, Third Battalion, Third Marines, Third Marine Division i n
action against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam . While returning from a reconnaissance operation on
9 February 1969 during Operation Taylor Common, two platoons of Company I came under an intense auto-
matic weapons fire and grenade attack from a well-concealed North Vietnamese Army force in fortified positions .
The leading element of the platoon was isolated and several Marines were wounded . Lance Corporal Prom
immediately assumed control of one of his machine guns and began to deliver return fire . Disregarding his
own safety he advanced to a position from which he could more effectively deliver covering fire while first ai d
was administered to the wounded men. Realizing that the enemy would have to be destroyed before the in-
jured Marines could be evacuated, Lance Corporal Prom again moved forward and delivered a heavy volume of
fire with such accuracy that he was instrumental in routing the enemy, thus permitting his men to regrou p
and resume their march . Shortly thereafter, the platoon again came under heavy fire in which one man wa s
critically wounded . Reacting instantly, Lance Corporal Prom moved forward to protect his injured comrade .
Unable to continue his own fire because of severe wounds, he continued to advance to within a few yards o f
the enemy positions . There, standing in full view of the enemy, he accurately directed the fire of his suppor t
elements until he was mortally wounded . Inspired by his heroic actions, the Marines launched an assault tha t
destroyed the enemy. Lance Corporal Prom's indomitable courage, inspiring initiative and selfless devotion t o
duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave
his life for his country.
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HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F
HONOR posthumously to

LANCE CORPORAL LESTER W. WEBER
UNITED STATES MARINE CORP S

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g
as a Machine Gun Squad Leader with Company M, Third Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division ,
in action against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam . On 23 February 1969, the Second Platoon of Compan y
M was dispatched to the Bo Ban area of Hieu Duc District in Quang Nam Province to assist a squad fro m
another platoon which had become heavily engaged with a well-entrenched enemy battalion . While movin g
through a rice paddy covered with tall grass Lance Corporal Weber's platoon came under heavy attack fro m
concealed hostile soldiers . He reacted by plunging into the tall grass, successfully attacking one enemy and forcin g
eleven others to break contact. Upon encountering a second North Vietnamese Army soldier he overwhelme d
him in fierce hand-to-hand combat . Observing two other soldiers firing upon his comrades from behind a
dike, Lance Corporal Weber ignored the frenzied firing of the enemy and racing across the hazardous area ,
dived into their position. He neutralized the position by wrestling weapons from the hands of the two soldier s
and overcoming them . Although by now the target for concentrated fire from hostile riflemen, Lance Corpora l
Weber remained in a dangerously exposed position to shout words of encouragement to his emboldened com-
panions . As he moved forward to attack a fifth enemy soldier, he was mortally wounded . Lance Corporal We-
ber's indomitable courage, aggressive fighting spirit and unwavering devotion to duty upheld the highest tradition s
of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country .
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The President of the United States in the name of The Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL O F

HONOR posthumously to

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ALFRED M . WILSON
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following

CITATIO N

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while servin g

as a Rifleman with Company M, Third Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division in action against hostil e

forces in the Republic of Vietnam . On 3 March 1969, while returning from a reconnaissance in force missio n

in the vicinity of Fire Support Base Cunningham in Quang Tri Province, the First Platoon of Company M cam e

under intense automatic weapons fire and a grenade attack from a well concealed enemy force . As the center

of the column was pinned down, the leading squad moved to outflank the enemy . Private First Class Wilson ,

acting as Squad Leader of the rear squad, skillfully maneuvered his men to form a base of fire and act as a

blocking force . In the ensuing fire fight, both his machine gunner and assistant machine gunner were seriousl y

wounded and unable to operate their weapons . Realizing the urgent need to bring the weapon into operatio n

again, Private First Class Wilson, followed by another Marine and with complete disregard for his own saftey ,

fearlessly dashed across the fire-swept terrain to recover the weapon . As they reached the machine gun, a n

enemy soldier stepped from behind a tree and threw a grenade toward the two Marines . Observing the grenad e

fall between himself and the other Marine, Private First Class Wilson, fully realizing the inevitable result of

his actions, shouted to his companion and unhesitatingly threw himself on the grenade, absorbing the ful l

force of the explosion with his own body . His heroic actions inspired his platoon members to maximum effor t

as they aggressively attacked and defeated the enemy . Private First Class Wilson 's indomitable courage, inspirin g

valor and selfless devotion to duty upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United State s

Naval Service . He gallantly gave his life for his country .
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Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

(Reproduction of Status of Forces, 31 January 1969 )

UNIT NOTE
ASSIGNED
STRENGTH

STR RPT
DATE DANANG CHU LAI . PHU BAI No I CTZ OKINAWA JAPAN HAWAII EASTPAC OTHER

HEADQUARTERS

HQ, FMF, PAC

USIC USN USMC USN USMC USN US6C USN US6C USN USMC USN USMC USN US6C USN USMC USN US6C USN

FMF,

	

PAC (FWD) 74 1 24JUL68 74 1
HAS BN,

	

FMF, PAC 4 1673 50 15JAN69 1507 50 16 6
CAMP S . D . BUTLER 810 137 15JAN69 810 117
CASUAL 61) 15JAN69 61 1
HOSPITALIZED 7 1119 15JAN69 568 571

_

HO, V ME F
1ST CIVAFFGRP :JAN . . 63 7

HO, 5TH MARDIV ---
HQBN,

	

5TH MARDIV • . 34 28JAN69 1461 34 4 5

HO, FORTRPS, FMF PAC
_

	

HUCO, FORTRPS 24 28JAN69 159 24 20 9

HQ,

	

1ST MAR BRI G_A A

_ _

HOCO,

	

1ST MAR BRIG 8 28JAN69 210 R
HQ,

	

9'1H MAB
--- —HOC :O, 9TH MAB m _ 28JAN69 482 2 0

HQ,

	

IIi MIS ___ --- '
H&SCO,

	

i . ;

	

.,F t~jC1E 28JAN69 975 11 18
1ST C ; ; ; 28JAN69 436 1 9
2D CAO 28JAN69 588 +41

--AA
2 03D CA" 2RJAN69 540 2 B

4TH CAG

	

_ • 28JAN69 102 13
_ _

HO

	

1ST AAA DIV
HQDN,

	

1 T MAR DIV :JAN .• 1887 42 4 3
HQ,

	

3D MAR DI V
HQBN,

	

3D MAR DIV 2053 33 2 1

INFANTR Y

_JST MARINES
CO 251 6

1ST BATTALION 1054 55
_

2D BATTALION -
•••

•• • 1046
3D BATTALION • 1105 5 5

3D MARINE S
HQ CO . • 217 ')• -
1ST BATTALION 1156 5 6
2D BATTALION Mine WI= 1121 6 1
3D BATTALION m WU= 1154 56

4TH MARINES
HQ CO 28.TAN69 218 6
1ST BATTALION 2RJAN69 1158 5 6
2D BATTALION 28JAN69 _1111 61

__ AAA—

1—J
3D BATTALION •c . .

	

. . . , 1105 5 9

5TH MARINES
`HO CO 2RJAN69 7 -- --

1ST BATTALION
;4 1

2D BATTALION _

_—A
3D BATTALION I~IMN~ 9 6 — --'—

7TH MARINES .-._ -- -- -- '__ . . .__.. .___:_HQ CO
7_

	

1ST BATTALION MEtTI11IMITIMI ••
_. _— _— ._1__~. ._"__~_

2D BATTALION 'f,~'.' ~ • `—~ '—1 '
3D BATTALION NMIMUM f~ 5r —

9TH MARINES --n_
HO CO 254 6 —~

'"-- I ' —1ST BATTALION 56 —4-- ,
2D BATTALION 1 114

5 63D BATTALION 1116 5 6

26TH MARINES -_T
HQ CO

~
12 261 239 6

1ST BATTALION . 56 •• 1571 56
2D BATTALION SIIEMI N •621, 9 63D BATTALION 17 40L_ .71

27TH MARINES

=:{I — i

HU C O EMI :JAN69 23H1ST BATTALION _RE~ 28JAN69 I 1095 ~8 6
2D BATTALION YETI •Jt

_
3 2

3H MARNION , 1 1 44 1 2

28TH MARINES

IM

HO CO 11111 ,, NNE 28JAN6• 244 7
1ST BATTALION ~M7 IJ`ti .• 1444 4 3

.__ 2D BATTALION I 6 z8JAN6• _ 1192 16
_

3D BATTALION

	

__ _ •

	

_,

376
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ARTILLER Y

11TH MARINE S
HQ BTRY IRA. 11 2EJANC9 714 1 1
1ST BATTALION 665 IR 28JAN69 66 5 , 1R i L

2D BATTALION F71 15 7RJAN69 671 1 5
3D BATTALION 650 16 28JAN69 650 1 6
4TH BATTALION 1'\ 2BIANG9 557 1 9

12TH MARINES
HQ BTRY 2RA 16 79JAN69 796 16

_
_

1ST BATTALION 1 9R.TANA9 699 7 1
2D BATTALION F5o 19 29JANF9 FS 8- 1 9
3D BATTALION 7(7 19 787ANF0 7l:7_ 1 R
4TH BATTALION 514 14, 28JAN69 . 514 1F, _

* UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, STRENGTHS AND LOCATION ARE THOSE REPORTED BY UNIT PERSONNEL STATUS REPORTS AND DO NOT REFLEC T
DAY_TO_DAY ADJUSTMENTS BETWEEN REPORTING PERIODS .

UNIT NOTE ASSIGNED
STRENGTH

STR RPT
DATE

• JAPAN HAWAII EASTPAC OTHER

13TH MARINES

USMC USN USMC
®

USN USMC ®®~USN USN USMC USN USMC US N

-.--~--~- ----
HQ BTRY MIME Mme_ _ MUM_
1ST BATTALION Imam 28JAN69 M_==EE~~MI♦
2D BATTALION EMU/ 28JAN69 M~ M~I♦MIMEEMI_
3D BATTALION I♦ R;~ nMMI MEMOM
4TH BATTALION V~ 2FJAN69 _

=M~ M1~~

HQ BTRY,

	

1ST FAG 127 2 28JAN69®n-~ n.n~~-
HQ BTRY,

	

5TH FAO N111♦ JANE• MM_ ~M li -
1ST 155MM GUN BTRY M© ~

	

• M	
3D 155MM GUN BTRY IM MEE.-~S_M MMIME
5TH 155MM GUN BTRY KRI

E7 ;
rc 'Ji11•~• MI ~M~n MIMM MIME

7TH 155MM GUN BTRY1IIIIII♦ IIIIIIII♦IIIII♦ ®©_
150 S . HOW BTRY IMMM ~M~ -8" HOW BTR Y3D
TH 8' HOW BTRY MIMI M_ MIMIC

'7, SEARCH LIGHT BTRY

	

- -- 02 28JAN69
M

~_ —__

RECONNAISSANC E
RECON ON_1ST 699 51 28JAN69•

n

I

4
_

3D RFC ,N RN (~~ :~•, 1 —. . .1_ _
7TH RECON B\ MI 2BJAN$9 EMM 408 13 -
1ST FORCE RI 8JAN69 9 I _
3D FORCE RECO'~

	

;:• E 1 28JAN69
_

~_
5TH FORCE 5

	

3 ^O 28JAN69 MIM 2 --

ANTI-TAN K
1ST A" BN 6

.n .~
- ---

3D AT RN ~MM ME. M~
5TH AT BN

~_
`}= {U_-~_ 54 _1 287 9

TAN K
1ST TANK UN 773 18 28JAN69 773~.n- _ I L-_ -. I
3D TANK RN Mnl J 28JAN69 _-~_~ -
5TH TANK UN 665 13 28JAN69 M_ 665 1 __. .' -

AMTRAC B N_1ST 666 27 28JAN6 9
3D A1ITRAC BN 17 28JAN69 MM-_--~ 7 1 15TH AMTRAC R N
1ST ARM .MiPHIR CO ._-

ENGINEER
1ST ENGR R .J 702 12 28JAN69

~-_n.
I

--~---3D ENGR IN 28JAN69 _— ® _
ITH ENGR UN 28JAN69 —~— ._._~.
7TH INGR BN 1120 - ~•FfY;~l~.r' _____ _ —
9TH ENGR UN 928 O_®_

E
-

11TH ENGR __~ 28

lfr.

_. .
13TH ENGR RN 11~~ ___ 89U "

-.—'
,

~_-1ST BRIDGE CO MI_
,D BRIDGE C O

ii FRIDGE CO Wm© 28JAN6 9

MOTOR TRANSPOR T

1 :1 MT RN 311 8 28JAN69 = _ _
3D MT RN =1F]~ 28JAN69 __ 347

~~_5TH MT BN ~•. 'i~~ :JAN •• — ~_ —~-~F--
7TH MT _UN :JAN . ~:7I~~~I_ —_ .— .~— _
9TH MT RN En :JAN . ~~~
11TH Mr MN28JAN69 -- --
13TH MT RN 28JAN69 8

1ST RADII: B N
COMMUNICATION

471 2 28JAN69 8B I 2
5TH COMU RN 7 8 . 28JAN69 MM_—.._ -1

r--7TH COMM BN 692 28JAN6 9_
9THCOMM UN 619 28JAN6 9_
1SI _ANGLIC' O :JAN . • _~~~ _ . ` _

	

-. 1I 1

SHORE PART Y

1ST SP UN 453 2 28JAN69 45 3_
3r, SP RN ®EIMMIM •~ .—.—~
S 'CH SP BN r_—_ 2 3

MILITARY POLIC E
15T MP ON 673 E1

	

n

t

2BJLN69 67 3
iL MP B N
5111

	

tAT

	

UN MCI 28AN69 ' 527



HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

SERVICE/SUPPORT
FLC,

	

II I MA F
HQ, FLC/1ST FSR

_.}._.__~_ ''H&S UN 1642 558 2bJAN69 1642 558 -'" -- ---- _,_ .._.

SUPPLY 8N 1958 37 28JAN69 1958 37
_

-~_- -_-'1-"-_-'-'
_

	

7TH SEP HK FUEL C O
MAINT BN 1148 9 28JAN69 1348

FLSG_A/3D SERV BN 1

	

16 76 78JAN6q 1336 2 6
FLSG_B/IST SERV BN 1612 19 28JAN69 1612 1 9

3D FSR
H&S BN 1058 28 28JAN69 1058 28 '-'--_ _
SUPPLY BN 1351 11 28JAN69 -~

_
1351 1 1

MAINT BN 1033 28•TAN69 105 3

5TH FSR
H&S BN 367 22 28JAN69 367 71 '-
SUPPLY BN 432_18 28JAN69 432 18
MAINT BN 555 28JAN6 9 MI/1

5TH SERVICE BN 805 15 28JAN69 805 15

_

PROV SERVICE BN, 9TH MAB 764 16 28JAN69 764 16
9TH SEP BULK FUEL CO 293 28JAN69 293 , --

UNIT NOTE ASSIGNE D
STRENGTH

STR RP T
DATE DANANG CHU LAI PHU BAI No I CTZ OKINAWA JAPAN HAWAII EASTPAC OTHE R

MEDICA L

ST MED BN

USMC USN

28JAN69

USMC USN USSC USMC USN USYC USN USYC USN USMC USN USMC USN USYC USN USMC USN

150 312 150 31 2
3D MED BN 136 259 28JAN69 136 25 9
5TH MED BN 96 157 28JAN69 96 15 7ST HOSP CO 44 78 28JAN69 44 78
5TH HOSP CO 30 48 28JAN69 30 48ST DENTAL CO 83 28JAN69 8 33D DENTAL CO 85 28JAN69
5TH DENTAL CO 27 28JAN69

~TH DENTAL CO 7• 28JAN69 3 74
3TH DENTAL CO 33 28JAN6 9
5TH DENTAL CO :JAN6 .
7TH DENTAL CO 4 57 28JAN69 .~~

USMC

US N

GROUND TOTA L

H&MS-16

	

570

	

28JAN69

	

57 0

378

93,973 40,403 1,364 1,092 17,405 8,219 571 3,341 17,438 4,14 0

4,445 1,921 129 296 675 244 163 829 18 8

98,418 42,324 1,493 1,388 18,080 8,463 571 3,504 . 18,267 4,32 8

AVIATION UNIT S

HQ SQDN FMFPAC

	

61

	

-

	

28JAN69

	

6 1
1ST MAW
MWHG_ 1

H6HS-1

	

726

	

34

	

28JAN69

	

726

	

34

	

--'

	

- '
MWFS-1

	

145_

	

28JAN69

	

14 5
MWCS-1

	

265

	

28JAN69

	

26 5

MWSG_1 7
H&MS - 17

	

713

	

18

	

28JAN69

	

713

	

18
WERS-17

	

214

	

28JAN69

	

214

	

-

MACG-18

	

-
H&HS-18

	

234

	

4

	

28JAN69

	

234

	

4MASS-2

	

256

	

2

	

28JAN69

	

256

	

2MASS-3

	

223

	

2

	

28JAN69

	

223

	

2

	

-'MACS-4

	

372

	

2

	

28JAN69

	

372

	

21ST LAAM BN

	

715

	

12

	

28JAN69

	

715

	

1 2

MAG-1 1
H&MS_11

	

613

	

28JAN69

	

613

	

-

MANN-11

	

431

	

26

	

28JAN69

	

431

	

26VMC J_1

	

354

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

354

	

1

	

-_"___

	

'-'VM1'A-542

	

289

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

289

	

1
VMA(AW)_242

	

261

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

261

	

1

	

IVMA(AW)-225

	

328

	

2

	

28JAN69

	

328

	

2

	

."'-

MAG_1 2
H&MS_12

	

557

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

557

	

1

	

_

	

-4--MABS_1 2
MATCU-67

	

538

	

26

	

28JAN69
97

	

28JAN69

	

538

	

26

	

`--?-
97

	

"--"-"-
VMA-121

	

161

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

161

	

1VMA-211

	

191

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

191

	

1

	

--_

	

TVMA - 2 2 3

	

18 0 ,

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

180

	

1VMA-311

	

179

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

179

	

1

	

-"--VMA(AW)-533

	

268

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

268

	

1

MAG_13

	

--- ~.- ...
H&MS_13

	

490

	

28JAN69

	

490

	

_ --

	

"""- "--MABS_13

	

505

	

29

	

28JAN69

	

505

	

29

	

-"

	

- "--VMFA_115

	

263 -

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

263

	

1

	

~-

	

-
VMFA-314

	

267

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

267

	

1

	

1 --VMFA_323

	

259

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

259

	

1

	

-

	

'---VMFA-334

	

289

	

1

	

28JAN69

	

289

	

1

	

'-'

MAG_16

	

-
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MABS_16 725 27 28JAN69 725 27
VMO_2 M~0 28JAN69 1~0MME~MME ____
HM14-165 M1112ME QM0MMEM~M M~~~M~~~~~~~1IIIEMUM
85L_ 167 M~MfT:r1T5ii7~MMEIMM MI ♦
HMM_ 364 -0 11111 M~MIM MIMMM
HMI-463 28JAN69 110IMM ~M~IMM~MM

~MM~MI------M --~M--
MI----------MI----- • MI

.MAG-36 MM— _M_~_ — _ __
H d4S-36 MQ1i'4 2 .1 lM~IMMIN MIEMIMMMMIMMEM

BS-36 MM® M IMMIMIW~j~MIMEMEIMMEME MEME
MATCU-62 11111IEl=M~MIME=I _MI__~
MATC U-68 ~~ 28JAN69 MM. MMII MIME

MM
ME

HMM-263 _~_ 28JAN6 9 _MI®MMMEMIMEMIME M
26 _®© 28JAN69 MM.M MIME ~_ _~

HMM_362 MIME _~~MM.MIMEMMEM~M~MM~
HMI.-367 MI MEd, I MLIMEMEE_~~ E
HM-462 MMl M:9=Pl MIME ~MIM1♦MIM'

PROVMAG_39 PROV 85515-39 ~M~ I~~~—~~iUM__M—~—M_
VMO_6 — 0 1~M__Ml__MI_M_
HMM-161 EM ®~ ~MMM~M0WaIM>OME MMMME
HMM-252 IM~E~ 'emu •'1MM~MMIME~~~MIM~M~
MATCU-62, D ET "A d1i 28JAN_6• MIMM~M~i7MM~~M1♦

9TH MA B

M.1C, _ls iii__Iuiiiiuiiiiuuiiii
HAMS-15 —~ 28 JAN69 MME MEEMll=MIMEE ~MEMI IM
MABS

	

5 M~ ~~EE~MI M MMIM
MATCU . 0 ~MEM ]l♦ MIMIMMMMIMI M MMI
MATCU-66 M~~ MMEMIMMM1~MEE~MMME
MACS-8 MQ'QO~4`iF lMMIMIAMIM ~ MMMIMIM
VMGR_152 M os IIMEMIIM~MIMR 1lfM IM

MF : . IMMURE.WIN Al n/1n~~~~~~~iffcli~Ml MMI
HMM-

	

. . M t11MTLMI ME EM IMM_l♦MMMIEMIMMMEM IM1MIIMM M MM NMMIIM MMM
—__—____ _ _ _MIM _

UNIT NOTE
ASSIGNE D
STRENGTH

STRENGTH
RPT DATE D#NANG CHU LAI OTHE R

USING USN US1•C SN USIC USN USIC USN USMC
®

USN USMC US N

1ST BRIG

MAG_24
HAMS-24 476 28JAN69 ~~ . —

• :S_24 27 3 28JAN69 Mil _ —
9rS-2 J .

	

• . —~ ®l♦ NM
. TCU-70 67 28JAN69 =MI NM—

VMFA-212 254 2RJAN69 ~_— - -
VMFA_

	

5 . _-

-min
~~-- =

3D MAW

MWHG _
HAHS-3 62 28JAN6' ~— —
MWFS_ 48 28JAN69 —~_
MWCS- 220 8JAN6 •

MCC RTC- 0
HAMS_ 10 :JAN .• ___
VMFAT 3 JAN . ._1,0Q_

33 JAN . . —®
—~~

VMAT_102._ .
VMT_J 03 .••

--
~___ .— Mll

MHTG-30 ENEHGMS-3i~ 299 . • -- -
HMHT_301 :JAN . .

MAG- 3 -- ~~HAMS_ 3 JAN . . ~— MI
MABS_3 . 5 28JAN69 -- —~1t'1 -
MATCU_ . 88 28JAN6• ~— MM
VMCJ_ 28JAN6' ~— —~ --«--
VMFA_214 206 1 2RJAN69 ~— —~
VMFA-232 06 28JAN6 —~

-•

	

531 238 28JAN69
~—

©--♦ --

MWSG_37 -----
HAMS_ 630 0 28JAN6 9
WERS_ 7 0 77 28JAN69 --_ 1 _
VMGR_ 399 28JAN6 9

MACG-38 '- -_
HAf15-38 254 3 28JAN69

, .
____

MASS-5 205 28JAN69

—

MACS_ 272 28JAN69 E 7 2
MACS- 239 28JAN69 EM

'3 •
_

28JAN69 ~~
`TH LAAM HN . 28JAN69 MIll___

ND LAAM BN
_

28JAN6 '

MAC- 6
HAMS -5 . •0 8JAN6• — - 403 -

._

	

2MABS_.5§_ JAN .• 373 .



380

	

HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

MATC3_74 86 28JAN69
- .. II ..HMM-163

-

	

261 28JAN6 9
HML-267 3741 5i 28JAN69 L I 37:T_5

-

HMM-36 3
HMM_561 25 3

USMC 29,494 8,291 4,467 1,786 1,741 258 1,465 1,779 9,464 24 3

USN 427 134 67 29 21 1 31 23 117 4

AVIATION TOTAL 29,921 , 8,425 4,534

	

_ 1,815 _

	

1,762 259 1,496 1,802 9,581 24 7

RECAPITULATION OF FMFPAC PERSONNEL DISTRIBUTIO N

ASSIGNE D
STRENGTH

DANANG CHIT LAI PHU BAI No I CTZ OKINAWA JAPAN HAWAII EAST PAC OTHER.

USMC 93,973 40,403 1,364 1,092 17,405 8,219 571 3,341 17,438 4,140
GROUND TOTAL

USN 4,445 1',921 129 296 675 244 163 829 188

AVIATION TOTAL
USMC 29,494 8,291 4,467 1,786 1,741 258 1,465 1,779 9,464 24 3
USN 427 134 67 29 21 31 23 117 4

USMC 123,467 48,694 5,831 2,878 19,146 8,477 2,036 5,120 26,902 4,383_
GRAND TOTAL

usN 0 4,872 2,055 196 325 696 245 31 186 946 192

NOTES : 1 . FIGURES IN "OTHER' ASSIGNED TO SLF's AND ARE BLT STRENGTHS .
2. FIGURES IN "OTHER" ASSIGNED TO VARIOUS RVN LOCATIONS .
3. AT VARIOUS I CTZ LOCATIONS .
4. PERSONNEL LISTED IN "OTHER" ARE ASSIGNED TO IT, ITT, SSC, CI TEAMS, RED EYE AND NUCLEAR ORLBANCE PLATOONS .
5. STRENGTHS INCLULED IN 7TH AND 11TH ENGINEER BATTALIONS .
6. 1ST AND 3D ANTI-TANK PERSONNEL ARE INCLULED IN 1ST AND 3D TANK BATTALIONS STRENGTHS .
7. HOSPITALIZEDAT LOCATIONS OTHER THAN OKINAWA, BUT CARRIED ON THE ROLLS OF CASUAL COMPANY, CAMP BUTLER .
8. ACTIVATED ON 1 JANUARY 1969 .



Appendix G

Distribution of Personne l
Fleet Marine Force, Pacifi c

(Reproduction of Status of Forces, 8 December 1969)

UNIT NOTE
ASSIGNED
STRENGTH

STR RP T
DATE DANANG CHU LAI . PHU BAI IQ I CTZ OKINAWA JAPAN HAWAII EASTPAC OCHE R

HEADQUARTERS

HQ, FMF, PAC

USMC USN USMC USN USMC USN 11SW USN USMC USN USMC USN USMC USN USMC US, USMC USN USMC US N

FMF,

	

PAC

	

1FWD) 3 97 1 RMAY69 4Z 1
HER 8N,

	

FMF,

	

PAC 3 1864 50 14MAY69 18630
_-

CAMP S .

	

D . BUTLER 1456 124 255E1'69 14 1.2.4

_

CASUAL 473 25SEP7_ 479
_

HOSPITALIZED 5 1168 255EP69_ 1 570 59 7
HQ, V MEB 1943 83 2DEC69 1943 8 3

1ST CIV AF Fi;RP 61 3 2DEC69 _61_ 3__ ,_ T

HQ,

	

FORTRPS,

	

FMF PAC

HQCQ, FORTRPS 190 18 2DEC69 190 1 8

HQ,

	

1ST MAR BRI G
HQCO,

	

1ST MAR BRIG 252 26 2DECb9 252 26_

HG . I ME F
HQ 3D MARDIV

HQBN,

	

3D MARDIV 8379 2DEC69 1830 79 ____
III MAF, HQ, _

H&SCO

	

III MAF 1C2230 2DEC69 1525 3 0
1ST CAG 509 2_DEC69 50 9
2D CAG 604 2DEC69 604

_
_

3D CAG 523 2DEC69 523 - -~-
4TH CAG 320 2DEC69 32 0

HO,

	

1ST MARDI' : ,
. vMOSS, 1ST ,ARID 3 7138 47 2DEC69 2089 47 49 -

INFANTR Y

1ST MARINES _
HQ CO 273 10 2DEC69 273 1 0
1ST BATTALION 1205 59 2DEC69 1205 5 8

21 BATTALION 1191 57 2DEC6 9
_2DEC69

1191 57 _
1202 5 83D BATTALION . 1202 58 '

MARINE S

`
7RR 9 2DEC69 288 9

1456 69 5 . -15T BATTALION 1456 69 2DEC6 9

20 BATTALION 1355 74

	

I
`

2DEC6 9

1

	

2DEC69

1356 7 4
1376 863D BA TALI I N 1376 8 6

4TH MARINE S
HQ CO 244 5 2DEC69 244 5

?1 'S-i61ST BATTALION 916 56 2DEC69
2DEC6 9

__2DEC69

92T 5 52D ''BATTALION 427 5 5
116 3 -T4- 1163 '5 43D BATTALION

ITS MARINE S
HO CO 342 7 2DEC69 342 7

1ST BATTALION 1203 57 2DEC69
2DEC69

1203 5 7
1219 5 120 BATTALION 1218 5 1

30 SATTALI .N 1202 59 2DEC69 1202 5 9

7TH MARINE S
HQ CO 283 7 2DEC69 283 7

1184 5 71ST BATTALION 1184 57 2DEC6 9
2DEC6 9
2DEC69

1134 5 82D BATTALION 1134 58
1203 4 33D BATTALION 1203 4 3

9TH MARINE S
HO CO 389 54 2DEC69 389 54 - _

1ST BATTALION 1 1650 82 2DEC69 1650 82_

2 :J SATTALION 1552__5 7
55 '-

2DEC6 9
2DEC69

1552 5 7
1280 55 _-50 BATTALION 1280

26TH MARINE S
H1 CO 297 6 2DEC69 297 6 - -
1ST BATTALION 1317 60 2DEC69 1317 60 ---

2DEC69 13:,2 5 72D BATTALION 1302 5 7
;L lATTALION 1318 56 2DEC69 318 56 1 -- --

ARTILLER Y

MARINES11TH

_, I ) I 1

HG BTRY 44R 10 2DEC69 448 10
-64 71ST BATTALION _

BATTALION :
64 7
638

1 6
18

_2DEC6 9
2DEC69 638 18 -__2 D

10 BATTALION 621 16 2DEC69 621 16 --
588 13 - ----4TH BATTALION] 588 13 2DEC6 9

--

381



382

	

HIGH MOBILITY AND STANDDOWN

12T1{
,IU BTItY 229 15 2DEC69 729 1 5_11L.,BATTALION 1320 19 2DEC69 1970 1 9~'..IitTTAL10N 76 9

52'8
1 7
21

2DEC69 _ :59 17 _~_
__• : . I :I T'TA.Li0I1 2BEC69 529 2 1

4191

	

i :A'I'T/. :,ION _ 454 17 2DEC69 . - , . 211 16 , - 133 1 `-~

• UNLESS '/THr:P 'WISE. NOTED, STRENGTHS AND LOCATION ARE THOSE REPORTED BY UNIT PERSONNEL FATUS REPORTS AND DO NOT REFLEC T
DAY-TO-DAY ADJUSTMENTS BETWEEN REPORTING PERIODS .

UNIT NUTt: ASSIGNED
STRENGTH

STR RI " C
DATE: DANANG

I
CHU LAT PHU BAT No I CTZ OKINAWA JAPAN IIA

	

AJ

	

I

	

I h/•.:~I'PG1' ' :11117 1

Sl T BN, 1LTH MAR

(ISMC USN USFY : USN USMC 1 1. 3 I.

	

MI' USN USMC USN USM" USN 11SMI' 1

	

. , : I I : I M • '

rr
1

	

1 1 ' :

	

1 U: :'

	

' 11 ,

758 15 7

	

CA9- 758 15 _

HU

	

VERY, 1ST FAG 20 2DEC6 9
2DEC69

2 0
1ST 175MM

	

GUN 8'1' :Y 179 3 17 9
3U 175MM G- GNN " !1TRY 152 3 2DEC69 _152 3 .__--	 -58 175MM CUN I3TRI _239 5 2DEC69 239 5. ._ _ _

._ -. . . .

1ST N" HOW IITRY --2 2.0 5 2DEC6 9
2DEC 6' .

220 5
3D 8"

	

EERY 228

	

4 _228 4

749 5 8

1

	

: t.AR : H 1-.113T

	

HTRY(CAN IF .____ .+--_ ...
RECONNAISSANCE
1ST RECUN FIN 749

	

5 8
501

	

37
2DECo 9
2DEC69 33 7-2 83D RE : :'N 3N

	

__
_.

164 9 —_ .
_ 1ST FORCE RECON CO 145

	

7 2DEC69 145 7
_ _

3D FORCE RECON Ci0 156

	

7 2DEC69 156 7
_

. .L__
_ _

ANTI-TANK

i __

i_

._.-

154

	

7 2DEC69 I {--_ .1544_2
-

i
__ .. .

TANK

872 ,

	

2 0
910

	

23
_2DEC6 9

2D

	

.
651

87 : 20 _
_2_ .2%, 1' ,0. 13 432 10 t--

AMTRAC

	

-

	

-

1ST

	

22' T RAC

	

_

'

902

	

16 2DEC69 333 1 4 569 12
-

z - E ;'C. .

	

N 85R

	

18 2DEC69 8581 18
2 . 2

ENGINEE R

ID
9231

	

1 5
757 1

	

22
2DEC69 9_23 ' 15 i

_='3 2DEC69 _
2DEC69

1 I 371 1 8
7TH

	

: : 't

	

_ :; 948 1

	

24 948

	

24
~21

j -3-_--_ f
9TH E :: 15 10_1

	

21 2DEC6 9
2DEC69

1051
5161

	

1 5BEN11TH ENGR 596 41ST BRIDGE CO
11121

	

1 2
189 2DEC6 9

2DEC69
189 T ---~

3D BRIDGE CO (-) 85)

	

1
_ j 85 1 1

-- I-
2-1

1TRANSPORT

13:

	

7

f

420j

	

7 2DEC69 420 7

- -

3s

	

1 :

	

:

	

(-) 232 ., 1 2
27C

	

1'1
2DEC69

_

-
144

	

10 2_
9TH :~T

	

- ::

	

-, 2DEC69 _.
2DEC69

- ~- 710

	

If ltl ~i~11TH MT WI 5 : ;,

	

1L 51 7

TCOMMUNICATIO N
' 132

	

RAD :5 364 2DEC69 297 6 7
502'22E :

	

1- . (REIN) 1060 13 2DEC69
2DEC69

1060 13 I
427 ,

	

2
f

11

	

70-1M

	

B' :

	

(_) 427 2
9Th.

	

70NM

	

1' : : 491 8 2DEC69 _
2401

	

2 251

	

6
_

1ST A :IGLIC'l 110 4 2DEC69 - - j 110 4
SHORE PART Y
137 IP EN 567 19 2DEC69_ 1 9
3,

	

oP

	

HL' 399 32 2DEC59
- 567

213 14 186

	

18
-

MILITARY POLIC E
137 MP

	

L .̂I 671 13 2DEC69 671 1 3
1'P- !0 1 815 12 2DEC69 815 1 2

SERVICE/SUPPOR T
PLC,

	

III MAF
- _

L_
HO,

	

FLC/1ST FSR ~-
H&S BN 1853 65 , 2DEC69 1853 65

_

SUPPLY ON 1523

	

30 2DEC69 1523 3 0
7TH SEP BR FUEL CO _ 150L_2DEC69 16C
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MAT! T RN 1031 8 2DEC69 1. 1031 8

10 2El 69 617 10F LS :-P. 61 7
F

	

/lf_SF.RV BN _12n7 23 .,.2p69 .170 7

3D FS R
H&S

	

!P1 982 32 2DEC69 982 32_ _

SUPPD7 811 1140 15 2DEC69 1140 1 5
MAI!1':

	

RN 1053 2DEC69 105 3

5TH FS R
H&F,

	

Ill 570 18
__
2DEC69 ._ 57C .i ,18 _ ~_..-

SUP :LY HN 564 19 , 2DSC6.9_ .. _S L— - 564 1.1L__1 . _
MAINT BN 797 2DEC69

.
T 79 2

_ 3D„ SERV IC I'_6l1 -1 152, .

	

9WEG.6 9
2

	

2
-_ } :

	

6t• -7 69C } 2 2

9TH SE.P BULK FUEL CO 2891 2DEC69 289 _

UNIT NOTE
ASSIGNED

STRENGTH
STR RPT

DATE
DANANG CHU LAI PHU BAI No I CTZ OKINAWA JAPAN HAWAII EASTPAC OTHER

MEDICAL

1ST MED BN

USMC

,

USN

2DEC69

USMC USN USMC USN USMC USN
r

USMC USN USMC USN USMC USN USMC USN USMC USN USMC US N

203 346203 34 6
3D MED BN 163 276 2DEC69 99 216 64 __g$

152 HOSP CO 57 68 2DEC69 52 68
1ST DENTAL CO 68 2DEC69 68
3D DENTAL CO 83 2DEC69 8 3

11TH DENTAL CO 4 62 2DEC69 4 6 2
13TH DENTAL CO 10 30 2=69 30

USMC

USN

82,282 39,456 1,560 523 4,727 15,417 570 3,841 12,246 _

	

3,94 2

1,762 21 0 74 999 0 150 509 15 33,668

GROUND TOTAL 41,218 1,581 523 ,

	

4,801 16,416 .

	

570 ,

	

3,991, 12,755 ,

	

4,09 5
85,95 0

AVIATION UNITS

HG SQDN FMFPAC 61, 2DEC69 6 1

1ST MAW
MWHG- 1

H6HS_1 835 36 2DEC69 835 3 6
MWFS-1 153 2DEC69 15 3
MWCS-1 304

.
2DEC69 304

MWSG_1 7
H&MS_17 710 19 2DEC69 71.0 1 9
WERS_17 ,232 7DEC69 21 2

MACE_ 1 8
H&HS-18 251 11 7DEC69 751 1 1
MASS-3 268 2 2DEC69 268 2_
MACS-4 343 4 2DEC69 343 4

MAG_1 l
H&MS-11 641 2DEC69 64 1
MARS-11 473 23 2DEC69 473 7 3
VMCJ-1 372 2DEC69 37 2
VMA(AW)_225 258 1 2DEC69 258 1
VMA(AW)-242 266 1 70EC69 266 1
VMFA_542 286 1 2DEC69 286 1

MAG-1 2
H& :5-12 447 2DEC69 44 7

MA85-12 551 24 20FC69 553 2 4

MATCU-67 72 2DEC69 7 2

VMA-211 171 1 2DEC69 171 l

VMA_223 178 1 2DEC69 178

VMh311 181 1 2DEC69 18 1

MAG_1 3
H&MS_13 501 2DEC69 50 1
MABS-13 552 32 2DEC69 552 3 7

VMFA_L15 778 1 2DEC69 77R 7

VMFA_314 276 1 2DEC69 276

VMFA-122 358 2DEC69 358
MATCU-62 38 2DEC69 38

MAG_1 6
H&MS-16 483 2DEC69 48 3

5A65-16 666 27 2DEC69 666 7 7
- MATCJ-68 52 2DEC69 5 2

VMO-2 276 2DEC69 27 6
HM1_,67 184 2DLC65 284_

MA-364 222 1 2DEC69 222 1

HMH-463 208 1 2DEC69 708 1

HMM_761 777 1 7DEC69 727 1.
H1414_161 222 1 2DEC60 222 1
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H1411-161 204 2DEC69 204
HMM-262 189

_
1 2DEC69 189 1_

HML_367 176 1 2DEC69 176 1
1ST MAW (REAR )

MAG-1 5
HEMS-15 554 2DEC69 55 4
MAB6-15 429 28 2DEC69 42L. 7 8
MATC U-60 64 2DEC69 64
VMFA_232 277 2DEC69 27 7_
VMFA_334 281 1 21x169 281 1
VMA(AW)-533 286 2DEC69 286

MALU-18 (REAR )

H4.HS_18 (REAR) -
MACS-8 259 3 2DEC69 259 3_
MASS-2 741 7 2DEC69 241 7

M,J3- 3 6
HEMS-36 445 1 2DEC69 445 1
MABS-36 489 17 2DEC69 489 1 7

MATC -66 37 2DEC69 3 7
VMGR_152 443 3 , 2DEC69 443 3
HMM-165 1 295 . 2DEC69 29 5
HMM-164 1 218 3 2DEC69 218 3
HMki-462 214 7 a11FC69 214 7
VMO-6 255 4 21EC69 755 4

UNIT NOTE SIGNED
STRENGTH

STRENGTH
HPT DATE D HANG CHU LAI PHU BAI No I CTZ OKINAWA JAPAN HAWAII EASTPAC OTHER

1ST BRI G

_ 1~G-24

USMC USN USER'

	

USN USMC USN USMC

	

USN USMC USN US1-C USN USMC USN USMC ` USN USMC
–

USN USMC US N

I

HsMS-24 44& 2DEC 69
.

NABS24 3nh 71 7DVC69 jQ(1 1 2
MACS-2 193 2I)EC69 38 1
MATCU_70 !1 71!4169 4 3

-

	

VMFA_22 I ?SL 1DEC6.. 253 _
VMFA_235 755 7DEC_69__ 75 5

3D MAW

MWHO_ 3
iHS-3 668 28 2DEC69 658 2 8
MWFS_3 153 7DEC69 15 3_

20Ec1? 23 1MWCS_3 73 1

MC'RTC 1 0
Hd>IS_10 227 1 7DF_C69 227 1_
VMAT_102

__
189 2DEC69_ 189

VMT_103
_

199 2DEC69 199

13)10-3 0
'S

	

30 'DEC 69 366 1
:OlifI_301 177 1 2DEC69 172 1
H7 2T-302 aan 1

._.
_2DEC69 220 1

11iNS-33 _9_Z 2DEC69 923 2
?LABS-33 419 3 2PEC6Q— 619 3
2:ATCU_b 6R J

`
2DEC69 ,~

VMC J_3 366 1 __2DEC69 366 1
VMA_214 MR 2DEC69

.,__ _ —
20 8

VMFt~ in9 1 2DEC69 ----
--~---

309 1 '_
	 VMFA-323 11 2DEC69 1 1

46 5VMFAT_101 45 5_

., ;:

	

O_ 3 7
-

	

S-37 635 3 2DEC69 635 3
:ERS_ 37

_
211 1 7DEC§9

__
M

—sue__ .. 35H I 1059._ nmnr m

—36
-38 258 3 2DEC .9

MAC S_1 774 2DFC6 9
MACS-3 76R 2DEC6 9

275 7DEC6 9
1ST LAAM BN_ 7D6 7nFC6 9
2D Ljl_AM 13N R1n In 7DEC6 9

•dd>5	_ 449 2DEC6~. 44 9
1'J+

	

-- 379 'DEC 69 329

	

F ,L
?IAx_ ._74 _ 90 7DEISI_

	

._—.,._ 90

	

_ ._ .--_ ., .
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HMM-163 3?? 7DE.C_y_~ .. _ 32 2
_

HML_7fi7 511
!

7DECfi9 513 4_ 5

HMM-265_ 174 2DEC69
_

17 4

HMH_161 317 2DEC69
MATCU_75 59 7DEC69 5 9_

" 29,213 7,932 4,174 1,903 2,391 1,559 10,741 51 3

US :l 344 12 9 63 27 34 21 64 6

AVIATION TOTAL 29,557 8,061 4,237 1,930 2,425 1,580 10,805 519

RECAPITULATION OF FMFPAC PERSONNEL DISTRIBUTIO N

/""'!'~~~'~ ~
: BENGTH

0111/NG CHU LAI 1'HU 8AI No I CTZ OKINAWA JAPAN HAWAII EASTPAC JTk/E R

_92,282 39,456'- 1,560 523 4,727 15,417 570 3,841 12,246 3,94 2

3,66A 1,762 21 0 74 999 0 150 509 15 3

29,213 7,932 4,174 1,903 2,391 1,559 10,741 51 3

344 129 63 27 34 21 64 6_

111,495 47,388 5,734 523 4,727 17,320 2,961 5,400 22,987 4,45 5

4,012 1,'31 84 0 74 1,026

	

_ 34 171 573 _

	

159

NOTES : 1 . FIGURES IN "OTHER" ASSIGNED TO SLF'S .

2. FIGURES IN "OTHER" ASSIGNED TO VARIO"ti LOCATIONS IN RVN .
3. PERSONNEL IN "OTHER" ARE ASSIGNED TO IT, ITT, SIC, CI TEAMS, RED EYE AND NUCLEAR ORDNANCE PLATOONS .

4, STRENGTH INCLUDED IN 1ST AND 3D TANK H'TTALIONS .

5 . THE 597 PERSONNEL LISTED IN "OTHER" ,

	

HOSPITALIZED AT LOCATIONS OTHER THAN OKINAWA, BUT AR E
CARRIED ON THE ROLLS OF CASUAL C'OMPA :,:, NCB, CAMP BUTLER .

GROUND TOTA L

AVIATION TOTAL

USMC

,S N

U: HO

US N

0 :4,1r :

GRAND TOTA L
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Abrams, Gen Creighton W ., USA, 3, 5, 10, 12, 41, 44-45, 47 ,
51, 84, 129-31, 135, 153, 265-66, 31 8

Accelerated Pacification Campaign, 10, 25, 77, 96, 101, 170, 172 ,
187, 189, 280-8 3

Adams, Capt Frank H., 18 1
Adamson, RAdm Robert E ., Jr., USN, 266
Adkins, Capt Jimmie L ., 19 0
Aerial observers, 3 5
Airborne Personnel Detector ( "People Sniffer"), 238, 25 1
Aircraft type s

Bell AH-IJ (Cobra), 189-90, 207, 227-2 8
Bell UH-1G (Huey), 34, 36, 55, 90, 94, 123, 143, 147, 168, 190 ,

207, 220, 228, 236, 238, 25 4
Boeing B-52 (Stratofortress), 220, 23 1
Boeing Vertol CH-46A (Sea Knight), 17, 31, 36, 37, 55, 68, 76 ,

122, 133, 137, 163, 178, 183, 189, 220, 227, 237-38, 240 ,
244, 39 8

Boeing Venol CH-46D (Sea Knight), 96, 190, 194, 220, 227-28 ,
237, 298

Boeing Vertol CH-47 (Chinook), 35, 50, 69, 94, 31 3
C-47 (Spooky), 93, 123, 147-48, 163, 166, 187, 191, 193, 25 0
Cessna 0-1, 220, 226, 228, 233, 235, 25 1
Cessna 0-1G, 220, 249, 25 1
Cessna 0-2, 23 3
Douglas C-117D (Skytrain), 22 0
Grumman A-6A (Intruder/Prowler), 27, 94, 97, 226-29, 230-31 ,

232, 233, 23 6
Grumman C-1A (Trader), 22 0
Grumman TF-9J (Cougar), 22 0
Grumman US-2B, 30 0
Lockheed C-130 (Hercules), 87, 133, 136, 19 8
Lockheed KC-130F (Hercules), 36, 220, 223, 229, 23 4
McDonnell-Douglas A-4E (Skyhawk), 94, 220, 226, 228-29, 231 ,

233, 30 9
McDonnell-Douglas F-4B (Phantom II), 94, 118, 136-37, 220 ,

224, 227-33, 25 1
McDonnell-Douglas F -4J (Phantom II), 220, 226-2 8
MIG fighter, 23 4
North American OV-10A (Bronco), 123, 168, 190, 220, 223, 226 ,

228-30, 233, 235, 249, 25 1
Sikorsky CH-53A (Sea Stallion), 35, 94, 115, 220, 227, 238, 23 9
Sikorsky CH-53D (Sea Stallion), 205, 227-28, 236-38, 305
Sikorsky CH-54 (Flying Crane), 50, 94
Sikorsky UH-34D (Seahorse), 220, 228, 238, 239
TA-4F, 23 3

Air Force Commands and Units, 86, 169, 223-25, 229-35, 241-42 ,
251, 258, 263, 273, 31 8
Seventh Air Force, 86, 223, 225, 231, 234-35, 25 1
Military Airlift Command, 276
Strategic Air Command, 220
434th Air Division, 8 7
14th Special Operations Wing, 86

366th Tactical Fighter Wing, 2, 22 1
15th Aerial Port Squadron, 86
22d Casualty Staging Facility, 27 3
Task Force Alpha, Thailand, 27 4
Control and Reporting Center 241, 280-8 1
Tactical Air Control Center 224

Air support radar team (ASRT), 36, 230, 235-3 6
Ai Yen, 10 3
Albers, LtCol Vincent A ., Jr., 284
Alligator Lake, 19 3
Allison, LtCol James O., 105-106, 108, 110, 114-15, 201-202, 209
A Luoi, 6 8
American Embassy, Saigon, 311, 31 8
An Bang (2), 19 1
Anderson, LCpl Richard A ., 35 8
An Hoa, 83-85, 88, 90, 92-95, 97, 103, 116-18, 120, 174, 191, 193-94 ,

196, 199-200, 203-204, 206, 211-12, 230, 236, 243-44, 248, 252 ,
254-55, 260, 268

An Hoa basin, 81, 88, 90, 116-18, 199-200, 204, 206, 248, 254, 26 8
An Loc, 31 3
Annamite Chain, 8 1
An Quyen, 17 9
An Tan, 101, 20 2
Antenna Valley, 101, 125, 193-94, 206, 211, 248-49, 25 4
An Thanh (1), 18 7
An Tra (1), 121, 18 7
An Tu (1), 12 1
AN/TPQ-10 radar, 51, 6 8
Arc Light B-52 strikes, 41, 74, 86, 130, 195, 25 2
Arizona Territory, 81, 84-85, 88, 91, 94, 103, 109, 111, 113-14, 116-18 ,

120-21, 174, 188, 190-91, 193, 196, 198-200, 202-203, 247-49 ,
30 3

Army Commands and Units
Army Advisory Group, 2, 31 1
U.S . Army Support Command, Da Nang, 2, 265-26 7
1st Logistical Command, 265-6 6
18th Surgical Hospital, 28 8
95th U .S. Army Evacuation Hospital, 27 3
I Field Force, 170, 31 8
II Field Force, 318
Provisional Corps, Vietnam, 2n, 16-1 7
XXIV Corps, 2, 15, 17, 27, 29, 41, 44, 67-68, 78, 171, 234, 243 ,

250, 252, 277, 32 1
XXIV Corps Artillery, 1 5
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), 47, 301

1st Squadron, 125, 313-14
5th Infantry Division (Mechanized )

1st Brigade, 2, 15, 24-25, 58, 62, 71, 73, 76, 78, 136-37 ,
143-45, 151, 159, 164, 166, 170, 172, 243-44, 267, 274 ,
319
Company B, 75th Support Battalion, 27 4

9th Infantry Division, 130-32, 31 3
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1st Brigade, 13 7
2d Brigade, 13 7

23d Infantry (Americal) Division, 2, 15, 17, 27, 29, 41, 44, 67-68 ,
78, 80, 94, 101-102, 125, 170-71, 194-95, 204, 206, 215-17 ,
221, 229, 234, 243, 249-50, 252, 267, 277, 294, 301, 303 ,
306-307, 309, 319, 32 1
196th Light Infantry Brigade, 86, 88, 101, 125, 194-95, 206 ,

216-1 7
Company A, 123d Aviation Battalion, 24 9

101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), 2, 15, 25-26, 29, 63, 67-68 ,
77-78, 136, 138, 152, 170-72, 214, 221, 229, 243-44, 257 ,
267, 31 9
1st Brigade, 78, 171-72, 21 6
2d Brigade, 171-7 2
3d Brigade, 30, 38, 169, 171-7 2

Task Force 1/11, 60, 159, 17 0
Task Force Cooksey, 301, 30 3
Task Force Guadalcanal, 71-7 2
Task Force Mustang, 7 1
Task Force Remagen, 64, 6 6
Special Operations Group, 41, 44, 49-50
5th Special Forces Group, 5

Special Forces, 8 3
Special Forces Mobile Strike, 86, 8 8
Delta Force, USA Special Forces, 8 3

1st Ranger Group, 3, 8 2
45th Engineer Group, 2, 267, 270
108th Field Artillery Group, 15, 29-31, 34-35, 48, 50, 64, 84 ,

86, 91, 94, 243-44
4th Artillery

5th Battalion, 243-4 4
5th Armored Cavalry

3d Squadron, 59-60, 7 7
Troop A, 6 0
Troop B, 24, 6 0
Troop C, 2 4

11th Infantry, 125-26, 21 6
1st Battalion, 59-60, 76, 142, 145, 15 9

Company A, 1st Battalion, 59-6 0
Company B, 1st Battalion, 59-60, 124
Company C, 1st Battalion, 5 9
Company D, 1st Battalion, 6 0

12th Cavalry
4th Battalion, 7 7
Troop A, 4th Squadron, 24, 6 0

29th Artillery Regimen t
Battery G, 24 9

31st Infantry
4th Battalion, 206, 209

40th Artillery
1st Battalion, 60, 64, 7 7

Battery B, 60
44th Artillery (AWSP)

1st Battalion, 64
46th Infantry Regiment, 216, 294, 30 1

Company D, 5th Battalion, 29 4
52d Infantry Regiment

Company A, 1st Battalion, 294
61st Infantry (Mechanized)

1st Battalion, 64, 71, 76, 159

Company B, 64, 7 1
Company C, 7 1

77th Armo r
1st Battalion, 64, 71, 77, 14 2

Company B, 7 1
Company C, 64, 14 2

83d Artillery
1st Battalion, 2 9

187th Infantry
Company B, 3d Battalion, 68

198th Infantry Brigade, 125-26, 21 6
327th Infantry

1st Battalion, 2 6
2d Battalion, 26, 6 8

501st Infantry
1st Battalion, 25, 2 6
2d Battalion, 6 8

502d Infantry
2d Battalion, 26

506th Infantry
1st Battalion, 6 8
2d Battalion, 68, 101, 12 5

282d Aviation Battalion, 24 9
59th Engineer Battalion, 2 4
Mobile Advisory Teams, 101, 195, 290

Army Schools
Recondo School, 25 7

Arroyo, Capt Joseph V., 59-6 0
Ashford, lstLt Victor V., 11 9
Ashley, LtCol Maurice C ., Jr., 25 0
A Shau Valley, 15, 26-27, 63, 67-68, 78, 119, 171, 252, 257, 31 9
Associated Press, 51, 6 8
Atkinson, LtCol Harry E ., 84, 87, 89, 93-94, 116, 176, 178-79, 191 ,

19 3
Austin, PFC Oscar P., 35 9
Australian Air Force, 22 9
Ayres, Mr . Drummond, Jr ., 5 1

Babb, Capt Wayne A ., 116
"Bald Eagle " reaction force, 148
Ba Long Valley, 19, 30, 60, 69, 116, 136, 160, 25 5
Ban Karai, 23 1
Bao An Dong, 17 9
Bao An Tay , 179
Barrier Combat Air Patrol (BARCAP), 234-3 5
Barrier Island, 83, 125, 209, 211-12, 217, 300, 305-309, 31 7
Barrow, Col Robert H ., 16-19, 27-28, 29, 35, 38, 41-45, 61, 81, 83 ,

94, 135, 138, 154, 15 7
Base Area 100, 8 3
Base Area 101, 13, 24-25, 27, 33, 67, 77, 13 6
Base Area 112, 83-86, 88-95, 103-104, 191, 193, 198, 247, 252, 319
Base Area 114, 26-2 7
Base Area 116, 83, 19 3
Base Area 117, 125, 216
Base Area 121, 13, 12 6
Base Area 483, 314, 31 5
Base Area 611, 15, 26-27, 41, 44, 50, 63, 6 7
Bassett, Col William D., Jr., 26 3
Ba Su Mountains, 12 5
Batangan Peninsula, 101, 125-26, 216, 217, 292, 300, 303
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Baxter, Capt Harry C ., Jr., 16 3
Beck, Col Noble L ., 196, 199
Beck, Maj Peter S ., 20 4
Beckington, Col Herbert L ., 81, 95-96, 10 4
Belle Grove (LSD 2), 13 7
Ben Dau (3,) 19 6
Benfatti, lstLt Raymond C ., 18
Bethel, LtCol William F., 9 6
Bexar (LPA 237), 153, 196
Bich Bac, 18 6
Bich Nam (2), 12 1
Bien Hoa, 313-1 5
Binh Son District, Quang Ngai Province, 30 8
Bo Ban, 20 2
Bo Ben, 18 8
Bo Mung (2), 187
Boston (CAG 1), 194
Bowen, LtCol James T., 196, 19 9
Bowman, MajGen George S ., Jr., 22 1
Braddon, LtCol John R ., 136-3 7
Brady, Col Eugene R ., 27 3
Breckinridge, LtCol James T, 31 1
Britt, LtCol William C ., 159, 161-6 3
Brown, Gen George A ., USAF, 223, 22 5
Bru tribe, 6 7
Bruce, PFC Daniel D ., 36 0
Bryan, Maj Charles G., 3 3
Bulger, LtCol Thomas E., 110, 113-14, 122-23, 18 7
Burks, SgtMaj Clifford M ., 12 1
Burns, 1stLt James A ., 145, 14 7
Burroughs, Col Charles R., 290
Buse, Capt Henry W., III, 56-57, 161-62
Buse, LtGen Henry W., Jr., 5, 56-57, 62, 131, 133, 161-62, 27 5

Ca Ka Va, 3 1
Ca Lu, 20, 30-31, 49, 160-62, 16 5
Cambodia, 128, 31 3
Cam Hung Valley, 14 1
Cam Le (1), 12 3
Cam Le (2), 12 3
Cam Lo, 19-20, 23-24, 49, 57, 59, 61-62, 73, 75-76, 138, 143, 145 ,

149, 163-64, 166, 170
Cam Lo Bridge, 7 3
Cam Lo District Headquarters, 138, 145, 16 3
Cam Lo Valley, 57, 76, 16 3
Cam Ne, 124
Cam Vu Valley, 2 4
Camp Carroll, 16 5
Camp Courtney, 16 7
Camp Eagle, 1 5
Camp Evans, 3 0
Camp Horn, 234-35, 258, 27 4
Camp Love, 8 5
Camp Muir (See Hill 55 )
Camp Red Devil (See Combat Bases, Dong Ha)
Can Tho, 314
Canton, Col John S ., 25 9
Canzona, Col Nicholas A ., 267
Capital Military District, 31 1
CARE Relief Agency, 287

Carlson, Capt Gary E ., 13 9
Carney, BGen Robert B ., Jr ., 52, 17 1
Carr, Maj Richard W ., 16 8
Carter, PFC Bruce W ., 36 1
Case 450 bulldozer, 268
Castagnetti, Capt Gene E., 192
Cau Do, 99, 182, 18 7
Cau Ha, 12 3
Cau Mau Peninsula, 310, 31 4
Census Grievance Teams, 18 9
Central Pacification and Development Council, 10, 281-8 3
Chaisson, BGen John R ., 31 7
Chapman, Gen Leonard F., Jr., 67, 131, 156-57, 224-25, 318-1 9
Chapman, Capt Leonard F ., III, 6 7
Charlie Ridge, 103-107, 109-11, 114, 116, 196, 199, 201, 215, 248 ,
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Norton Falls, 172, 19 5
Oklahoma Hills, 105, 109-10, 114, 116-17, 122, 125, 201, 247, 30 3
Pegasus, 1 6
Phu Vang, 26
Phu Vang IV, 26
Pipestone Canyon, 175-76, 178-79, 181-82, 184, 186-88, 191 ,

193-94, 202, 270, 287, 307
Platte Canyon, 2 6
Prairie Fire, 4 1
Purple Martin, 52, 57-58, 75-76, 23 5
Republic Square, 171-72
Richland Square, 17 1
Russell Beach, 101, 125, 217, 30 1
Scotland, 19-20, 23, 16 7
Starlite, 1 6
Taylor Common, 18, 24, 63, 84-88, 91, 94, 96, 101, 103-104 ,

116, 121, 175, 243, 247, 301, 30 3
Todd Forest, 2 5
Utah Mesa, 69, 71-72, 133, 135, 17 0
Valiant Hunt, 30 0
Vernon Lake II, 102, 12 5
Viem Dong, 124
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Vinh Loc, 2 6
Virginia Ridge, 66, 73, 75, 138, 14 1
Vu Ninh 03, 306
Vu Ninh 05, 17 7
Warbonnet, 8 3
William's Glade, 159-60, 17 0

Ord, Col James B ., Jr., 81, 84, 86, 93, 104, 116, 17 5
Oregon Operational Zone, 101, 12 5

Pacification, 10ff
1969 Pacification and Development Plan, 10, 138, 282-8 3

Pagoda Valley, 21 1
Paige, LtCol Edwin C ., Jr ., 133, 13 6
Painter, Col Harry F., 284
Paris Peace Talks, 7, 11, 26, 41, 128, 130, 132, 16 9

Paul Revere (LPA 248), 133, 134, 13 5
Peabody, Col Clifford J ., 284
Perry, LtCol Aydlette H ., Jr., 25 3
Personnel Infra-red Intrusion Device (PIRID), 25 9
Philippines

Naval Air Station, Cubi Point, 13 7
Subic Bay, 305, 308, 31 0

Phipps, PFC Jimmy W., 37 0
Phoenix anti Viet Cong infrastructure plan, 186, 281-82, 32 1

Phong Loc (3), 176
Phong Luc (2), 182, 185-8 6
Phouma, Prime Minister Souvanna (of Laos), 45, 5 1
Phou Nhoi Hill, 6 4
Phu An (1), 20 3
Phu An (2), 20 3
Phu Bai, 2, 15, 29, 67, 94, 168, 220, 223, 228, 234, 236, 252, 257 ,

260, 265, 274, 288, 30 3
Phu Bai Airfield, 220, 288, 30 3
Phu Lac (6), 116, 193-94, 19 7
Phu Loc (6), 9 2
Phu Loc District, 26, 7 8
Phu l oc Valley, 191, 193-94, 210, 229, 24 8
Phu Loi, 85, 88, 196
Phu Long (1), 198
Phung Hoang anti Viet Cong infrastructure plan, 282, 321 (See also

Phoenix )
Phu Nhuan District, 117, 12 1
Phu Thu District, 2 6
Porter, Capt Richard L., 31 5
Project Delta, 136, 16 1
Project Handclasp, 28 7
Prom, LCpl William R ., 37 1
Pruiett, lstLt Ronald E ., 9 0
Public Health Service, 27 6
Purdham, LtCol Frederick K ., 316

Quang Chau, 12 3
Quang Da Special Zone, 17 5
Quang Nam Province, 2-3, 7, 18, 78, 80-83, 97, 101, 122, 125, 174 ,

177, 182, 187, 193, 196, 204, 206, 212, 236, 244, 247, 252, 254 ,
257-58, 268, 270-71, 287, 289, 294, 303, 306-308, 319, 32 1

Quang Ngai City, 13, 80, 102, 125, 216-17, 300-30 1
Quang Ngai Province, 2-3, 8, 11, 13, 80, 83, 101-102, 125-26, 213,

215-17, 289, 294, 300-301, 303, 319
Quang Tin Province, 2-3, 7, 83, 101, 125, 188, 204, 206, 217, 252 ,

294, 306-308, 31 9
Quang Tri City, 13, 24, 27, 138, 253, 288
Quang 'Fri Province, 2-3, 7, 13, 15-17, 19, 20, 24, 27-29, 47, 52 ,

60-63, 66, 69, 72, 76-78, 133, 135-36, 138, 151-52, 154, 159-60 ,
165-68, 170, 172, 220, 223, 229, 233, 236, 244, 247, 252-53 ,
255, 258, 260, 267, 270-71, 273, 287-89, 294-95, 303, 31 7

Quan Nam, 12 4
Que Son District, 101, 188, 206
Que Son District Headquarters, 20 6
Que Son Mountains, 81-83, 86, 88, 101, 175, 178, 187, 191, 193-96 ,

199, 202, 204, 206, 208-11, 213, 216, 229, 244, 247-49, 31 9
Que Son Valley, 194, 204, 206, 208-209, 213, 249
Quigley, Capt William J ., 7 4
Quilter, MajGen Charles J ., 2, 94, 221, 221, 225, 23 4
Quinn, LtCol Francis X ., 99, 103, 10 5

Racial problems, 152, 153, 156-5 8
Afro haircuts, 156-5 7
ALMAR 65, 156-5 7
Black Power symbols, 154, 156-5 7
I Corps Tactical Zone Watch Committee, 15 6
Operation Freeze, 156, 159-6 0

Radar beacon forward air control (RABFAC), 23 6
Raines, LtCol Thomas E ., 133, 13 7
Ramsey, MajGen Lloyd B., USA, 215-1 6
Red Beach, 26 0
Redd, LCpI Robert, 12 3
Reilly, Maj James K ., 97, 17 5
Repose (AH 16), 27 2
Republic of Korea Armed Forces, 12, 14, 81-82, 175-79, 182-83, 201 ,

217, 221, 229, 236, 238-39, 242, 244, 250, 274, 285, 310-11 ,

316-17
2d Marine Brigade, 2, 5, 82, 175, 185, 265, 287, 306, 308-309

1st Battalion, 59-60, 76, 123, 142, 145, 159, 170, 175-76 ,
178, 182, 194, 24 3

2d Battalion, 175, 30 9
5th Battalion, 30 9

Revolutionary Development, 13, 14
Revolutionary Development Cadre Teams, 18 9

Rigoulot, 1stLt James P., 14 8
Riot control agents, 60 (See also CS gas)
Rivers

Song Ai Nghia, 175, 186
Song Ba Ren, 17 5
Song Bau Xau, 12 3
Song Boung, 8 9
Song Cai, 83, 85, 88-90
Song Cam Lo, 149, 164, 166, 175, 19 3
Song Cau Bien, 18 8
Song Cau Do, 99
Song Cau Lau, 26 7
Song Chiem Son, 175, 19 3
Song Cu De, 97, 213-14
Song Cua Viet, 15, 23-25, 52, 58, 66, 75-76, 153, 164, 166, 30 3
Song Da Krong, 27-28, 34, 36-38, 39, 68-6 9
Song Han, 5, 16 6
Song Huong (Perfume River), 15
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Song Ky Lam, 91, 176, 178-79, 185-8 6
Song La Tho, 122, 176, 186, 190
Song Lo Dong, 21 4
Song Lo Tho, 17 5
Song Ly Ly, 20 6
Song Quang Tri, 60, 69
Song Rao Vinh, 13 8
Song Re, 102
Song Suoi Co Ca, 97, 182-83, 185, 190
Song Tam Giap, 18 3
Song Tan Khong, 11 4
Song Thach Han, 160
Song Thanh Quit, 17 5
Song Thu Bon, 81, 83, 85-88, 92, 95, 117-18, 174-75, 190-91 ,

193, 198-99, 254
Song Tra Khuc, 101, 12 6
Song Truoi, 2 6
Song Truong Giang, 307, 309
Song Tuy Loan, 99-100, 104, 20 1
Song Ve, 12 6
Song Vinh Dien, 12 4
Song Vu Gia, 81, 96, 103, 105, 109, 111, 113-14, 118-19, 174-75 ,

190-91, 193, 196, 198-99, 201, 204
Song Xe Pon, 63-6 4
Song Yang, 10 3
Song Yen, 97, 187-88, 20 1

Roads

Liberty Road, 86, 99, 116, 121, 191, 193, 196-99, 20 1
Route 1, 11, 17, 24, 74, 81, 123-24, 171, 175-76, 179, 182-83 ,

186, 188, 190, 205, 206, 212-14, 233, 258, 267-68, 30 3
Route 1-D, 19 1
Route 4, 95, 105, 109-11, 113-14, 175-76, 178, 182-83, 184 ,

186-87, 198, 201-202, 26 8
Route 9, 11, 17-19, 24, 49, 61, 63-64, 71-76, 138, 141, 145, 152 ,

159-61, 163-65, 268, 27 0
Route 12, 31 5
Route 535, 205-20 6
Route 536, 20 6
Route 537, 19 1
Route 538, 30 8
Route 540 (See Liberty Road )
Route 548, 15, 27, 46
Route 556, 60
Route 557, 16 0
Route 558, 14 5
Route 561, 19, 138, 141-4 2
Route 616, 63-64, 66, 6 9
Route 922, 15, 27, 28, 38, 41-48, 67-6 8
Route 926, 63, 7 2

Robb, lstLt John K ., 21 5
Robertson, Col Charles S ., 121-22, 124, 175-76, 178-79, 182-83, 18 8
Robertson, LtCol J . W. P., 91, 301, 30 3
Robinson, Capt Donald J ., II, 185, 189
Rock Crusher, 163, 30 8
Rocket Valley, 15 9
Rockpile, 19, 49, 53, 161 (See also Elliott Combat Base)
Rogers, Secretary of State William P., 318
Rohweller, lstLt Robert T, 15 4
Rollings, lstLt Wayne E ., 254, 25 5
Rome plow, 93, 117, 296

Romero, Capt Joseph M . A ., 111-1 2
Rosson, LtGen William B., USA, 17, 16 7
Rough Rider truck convoys, 198, 271, 27 2
Rules of engagement, 22, 4 1
Rumor Valley, 21 4
Rung Sat Special Zone, 313, 315-1 6
Ruong Ruong Valley, 26, 7 7

Sa Huynh, 264, 26 7
Saigon, 3, 8, 51, 64, 87, 234-35, 274, 297, 311, 315, 317, 31 8
Sampson, Capt Gerald H ., 145, 175, 18 6
Sanctuary (AH 17), 27 2
Sargent, LtCol George T., Jr., 19-20, 53, 55-5 7
Schlarp, LtCol Jack E ., 30 3
Schulze, Col Richard C., 73-75, 88, 138, 141-42, 144-4 5
Schwartz, Col John L ., 26 3
Schwenk, Col Adolph G ., 12 2
Scoppa, LtCol Joseph, Jr., 18, 28, 39, 5 0
Seismic Intrusion Device (SID), 25 9
Seminole (AKA 104), 300
Sensor devices, 139, 25 8
Sexton, Col Martin J ., 44
Shane, Maj Harry J ., 31 8
Sherwood Forest, 104, 202, 214, 24 8
Ship type s

amphibious assault ship (LPH), 29 9
amphibious transport dock (LPD), 299
attack cargo ship (AKA), 29 9
attack transport ship (APA), 299
dock landing ship (LSD), 29 9
fire support ship (LFR), 317
tank landing ship (IST), 99

Shockey, Capt Donald K ., Jr., 6 1
Shuler, 2dLt Wyman E ., III, 9 6
Side looking airborne radar (SLAR), 25 1
Sienko, Col Walter, 220
Simlik, Col Wilbur F, 75, 138-39, 141, 143-45, 149, 151-54, 161 ,

164, 263, 265-66, 275-7 7
Simmons, Maj Roger E ., 25 2
Simpson, MajGen Ormond R ., 2, 80-81, 80, 103-105, 121-22, 124 ,

174-75, 178, 182-83, 201, 212, 218, 269-70
Simpson, LtCol Thomas H ., 316-1 7
Simpson, LtCol William A ., 21 5
Single Management, 223-26
Sinnott, Capt Paul J ., 14 3
Skotnicki, Col Anthony J ., 257, 25 9
Sleger, LtCol Joseph, 25 0
Smith, LtCol George W., 18, 33, 38-39, 50-5 1
Smith, lstLt Earl C ., 229, 23 2
Smith, MajGen Robert B., USA, 17 1
Snelling, LtCol Edward W., 106-108, 110, 213, 215, 30 3
Son Tinh District, 294
Son Yen, 123
South China Sea, 81-82, 178, 187, 220, 235, 297, 307
South Vietnamese Armed Forces, 8-9, 12, 16, 128-30, 150-51, 169 ,

282, 32 0
Air Force, 23 4

41st Tactical Wing, 3, 22 1
Armed Propaganda Companies, 285
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Armed Propaganda Teams, 257, 30 1
Joint General Staff (JGS), 10-11, 313, 31 5

Army of the Republic of Vietnam Commands and Units
1st Infantry Division, 3, 24-25, 67, 68, 77, 84-85, 88, 91-92 ,

94, 131, 152, 164, 170-72, 196, 211, 243-44, 257, 307 ,
311, 317, 32 0
1st Regiment, 24-25, 13 8
2d Regiment 18-20, 24, 29, 34, 36, 49, 62, 64, 71, 76 ,

165, 170, 17 2
1st Battalion, 34, 36, 60
2d Battalion, 20, 34, 36, 71, 16 5
3d Battalion, 66, 68, 7 1
4th Battalion, 6 2
5th Battalion, 6 2

3d Regiment, 171
2d Battalion, 84, 87, 89, 90, 92, 117-20, 186 ,

191, 193-99, 217, 30 3
2d Infantry Division, 3, 18-20, 24, 29, 34, 49, 62, 64, 76 ,

101, 125, 170, 172, 216, 30 1
1st Ranger Group, 84-85, 88, 91-92, 94, 196, 30 7

21st Ranger Battalion, 84, 88, 99, 31 4
37th Ranger Battalion, 84, 175, 182, 19 4
39th Ranger Battalion, 84, 88, 17 8

1st Armored Brigade, 21 1
4th Regiment, 125, 126, 21 6
5th Regiment, 125, 195, 216-1 7

2d Battalion, 217
6th Regiment, 125-26, 21 6
51st Infantry Regiment, 3, 82, 105, 109, 115, 178, 182-83 ,

188, 199, 287, 303, 30 6

1st Battalion, 99, 109, 114, 175, 177, 179, 182, 21 0
2d Battalion, 97, 106, 115-16, 186
3d Battalion, 106, 123, 182, 185-86
4th Battalion, 110, 124, 175, 177, 179, 182-83, 185

54th Regiment, 26, 30 6
62d Artillery Regiment

1st Battalion, 34, 39, 4 9
51st Reconnaissance Company, 11 5
Nong Song Irregular Company, 8 8

Marine Corps, 311, 313-16
Brigade A, 31 4
Brigade B, 31 4
1st Artillery Battalion, 31 4
3d Battalion 314
Training Command, 31 1

National Military Academy, 31 1
National Police, 5, 12, 14, 24, 82, 123-24, 186, 189, 197, 257 ,

282, 285, 30 8
National Police Field Force, 5, 82, 186, 257, 28 5
Navy, 309, 31 1
Peoples' Self Defense Force (PSDF), 5, 11-12, 14, 189, 281-83 ,

285, 295, 32 1
Popular Forces (PF), 3, 12, 14, 24, 82, 151, 189, 213, 281, 285 ,

289-92, 294, 306, 308
Provincial Reconnaissance Units, 2 4

Hoi An Provincial Reconnaissance Unit, 123, 177, 189, 25 7
Quang Nam Provincial Reconnaissance Unit, 17 7

Quang Tri Provisional Rifle Company, 2 0
Regional Forces (RF), 3, 12, 14, 24, 26 ; 67, 82, 92, 123, 151 ,

188-89, 212, 281, 285, 294, 301, 306-308

34th Regional Force Battalion, 12 3
59th Regional Force Battalion, 12 3
Regional Force Company 1/25, 214
Regional Force Company 193, 199
Regional Force Company 369, 19 8
Regional Force Company 759, 18 9

Revolutionary Development Cadre, 257, 284-8 5
Special Forces, 5, 83, 236, 27 4
Tactical Zone s

I Corps, 2ff
III Corps, 170, 311, 313-1 5
IV Corps, 313-1 5

South Vietnamese Government Agencie s
Central Recovery Committee, 280-8 1
National Assembly, 28 6
National Liberation Councils, 28 2

Southern Sector Defense Command 25 0
Spanjer, BGen Ralph H ., 212, 221, 24 0
Spark, Col Michael M., 18, 72, 86-87, 9 0
Sparks, LtCol William F., 91, 301
Sparrow Hawk Reaction Force, 22, 56, 7 6
Stack Arms, 182, 269, 27 1
Stemple, LtCol James W., 84, 92-93, 11 7
Stilwell, LtGen Richard G., USA, 2, 5, 17, 41, 44-45, 6 7

Stingray patrols, 17, 139, 141, 25 4
Strike areas

Barrel Roll, 23 1
Commando Bolt, 231-3 2
Commando Hunt, 23 2
Steel Tiger, 23 1

Stubblefield, lstLt William H ., 164
Sullivan, Ambassador William H ., 45, 5 1
Swift patrol boat (PCF), 307, 31 7
Swigart, LtCol Oral R ., Jr., 69-7 1

T18 bulldozers, 11 7
Tactical Air Direction Center (TADC), 234-3 5
Tactical Air Operations Center (TAOC), 23 4
Tactical Logistics Group, 3 3
Tam Boi (Hill 1224), 27, 38, 46-47, 49, 5 0
Tam Ky, 80, 83, 101, 206, 215-16, 26 7
Tanh Hanh, 12 1
Tan Luu, 18 7
Tan My, 26 4
Tan Son Nhut Airbase, 8 7
Tay Bang An, 18 2
Tay Ninh, 31 3
Teixeira, 2dLt Milton J ., 3 9
Terry, LtCol John M ., 193-96, 198-9 9
Yet Offensive of 1968, 2, 7, 9, 15, 25, 28-29, 39, 91, 93, 97, 100 ,

103, 128, 170, 223, 239, 280, 294, 297, 303, 311, 313, 318-19

Tet, 1969, 28-29, 39, 91, 93, 97, 100, 103, 294, 303, 31 3
Tet, 1970, 170
Thailand, 220, 235, 27 4

Nakhon Phanom, 25 9
Thang Binh District, 10 1
Thien, Col, ARVN, 17 5
Thieu, President Nguyen Van, 128, 130, 132, 132, 152, 28 0
Thrash, MajGen William G ., 212, 221, 225, 240
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Thua Thien Province, 2-3, 7, 15, 25-26, 47, 77, 81, 171-72, 229 ,
252, 289, 294-9 5

Thu Bon (5), 19 8
Thuc, Col, ARVN, 183, 196, 198-99, 20 1
Thu Don District, 117
Thu Duc, 311
Thuong Duc, 82, 89, 103, 104, 106, 110, 114, 196, 198-99, 201-202 ,

24 8
Thuong Duc Bridge, 114
Thuong Duc Valley, 196, 198-99, 20 1
Tien Phuoc, 10 1
Tiger Mountain (Co A Nong) (See Hill 1228 )
Timmermeyer, GySgt John E ., 2 2
Toan, BGen Nguyen Van, ARVN, 3
Torrey, Capt Philip H., III, 192
Tortuga (LSD 26), 13 7
Tra Khe, 30 8
Tra Khe (1), 308
Tre Khe, 18 7
Tremblay, LtCol Laurier J ., 27 1
Trieu Phong, 24, 17 0
Tripoli (LPH 10), 85, 167, 300
Trundy, LtCol Richard T, 30 3
Truong, MajGen Ngo Quang, ARVN, 3, 5, 307, 30 9
Tu Cau Bridge, 18 7
Tulare (LKA 112), 13 7
Tuy Loan, 99-100, 104, 201
Twohey, LtCol Richard B., 88-89, 9 1
Typhoon Diane, 14 5
Typhoon Tess, 18 2

U Minh Forest, 314-1 5
U.S. Government Agencies

Agency for International Development (AID), 284
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), 28 4
National Security Council (NSC), 128-2 9
Department of Agriculture, 153, 27 6
United States Information Agency (USIA), 28 4

Uniform Code of Military Justice, 15 7
United Press, 5 1
United States Naval Academy, 5

Valley Forge (LPH 8), 137, 30 8
Van Riper, Capt Paul K., 99, 100, 105
Vancouver (LPD 2), 16 5
Vernon County (LST 1161), 308
Viem Tay (1), 123-24, 18 7
Vien, Gen Cau Van, ARVN, 31 3
Viet Cong (VC), 6ff
Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI), 5ff
Vietnam Salient, 19, 63, 66-67, 7 8
Vietnamization, 8, 150-51, 169-70, 172, 291, 319, 32 1
Vinh Dai Rock Crusher, 16 3
Voluntary Informant Program, 257, 269
Vung Tau Shipping Channel, 316

Wackle, LCpI Rick L., 88

Walker, Col Charles E ., 178-79, 179
Walt, LtGen Lewis W., 5-6, 28 7
Walters, Maj Raymond D., 55-5 6
Warner, Under Secretary of the Navy John, 15 3
Washburn (LKA 108), 15 3
Washington, D .C ., 8, 128-29, 150-5 1
Weapons and ordnance

AK47 assault rifle, 8, 44, 72, 116, 142, 145, 163, 166, 177, 20 3
B40 rockets, 123, 191, 193, 20 3
bangalore torpedoes, 116, 25 5
beehive round, 39
boobytrap (surprise firing device), 84, 86, 121, 138, 177, 179 ,

181, 183, 185, 292, 301, 306
claymore mine, 4 3
flechette round, 3 9
Howtar, 8 4
Light Anti-tank Weapon (LAW), 20 3
M79 grenade launcher, 204, 254, 28 9
M101A 105mm howitzer, 29-31, 36, 54, 84, 89, 94, 96, 107, 109 ,

115, 194, 201, 244
M107 175mm self-propelled gun, 86, 88, 101, 125, 194-95, 206 ,

216-1 7
M109A self-propelled 155mm howitzer, 29-31, 34-35, 48, 50 ,

64, 84, 86, 91, 94, 243-4 4
M26 fragmentation grenade, 86, 15 4
M42 self-propelled "Duster," 64
M48A3 tank, 25 0
M53 self-propelled 155mm gun, 24 4
MK121 10,000-pound bomb (Combat trap), 8 7
MK36 air-delivered mine, 23 1
napalm, 88, 100, 118
rocket-propelled grenade (RPG), 45, 54, 59-61, 66, 71, 73, 90-91 ,

122-23, 141, 145, 147, 149, 183, 187, 191, 193, 20 7
Snakeeye bombs, 14 1
surface-to-air missiles, 23 1
Zuni rockets, 23 2
.50-caliber antiaircraft gun, 9 1
.50-caliber machine gun, 71, 91, 192, 25 0
4 .2-inch mortar, 29-30, 106, 160, 244
7 .62mm light machine gun, 209, 22 7
12 .7mm machine gun, 27, 118, 193, 209, 21 2
37mm gun, 2 7
40mm antiaircraft gun, 47, 227, 31 7
60mm mortar, 22, 47, 53, 72, 74, 141-42, 147, 164, 177, 187 ,

192-9 3
75mm recoilless rifle, 75, 91, 193, 25 0
81mm mortar, 22, 112, 163, 191, 19 3
82mm mortar, 53, 56, 58, 90, 93, 123, 142, 164, 166, 191, 19 3
85mm gun, 48, 66
106mm recoilless rifle, 12 1
122mm field gun, 19, 34, 38, 40, 43, 47-48, 64, 66, 90-91, 97 ,

99, 103, 115, 160, 201, 211, 233, 249, 31 3
122mm rocket, 19, 66, 90-91, 97, 99, 103, 115, 201, 211, 31 3
140mm rocket, 83, 97, 115, 20 1
175mm gun, 29, 35, 48, 244, 246, 25 1

Weber, LCpI Lester W., 37 2
West, LtCol Morgan W., 18-19, 27-28, 30, 141, 209, 21 7
Wester, Capt William D., 14 7
Westmoreland, Gen William C ., USA, 9-10, 132, 223-2 5
Wheeler, Gen Earle, USA, 129, 153, 225
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Wheeler, MajGen Edwin B ., 216
Whisman, LtCol Ermil L ., 69-70, 90, 91, 23 6
White Elephant, 264
White River (LFR 536), 30 7
Whitesell, LtCol Robert D ., 289
Wilkerson, Col Herbert L., 188, 19 0
Willcox, LtCol Clair E ., 57, 159, 161 n
Williams, BGen John E., 299-300, 300
Wilson, PFC Alfred M ., 49n, 37 3
Wilson, 2dLt Carl R ., 5 6
Wilson, Col Robert R ., 300, 300
Winecoff, Capt David F., 31, 41-44, 4 7

Wood, LtCol Donald E., 135, 159, 161-6 3
Wood, LtCol James W., 164, 16 6
Wooden Elephant, 26 4
Worth Ridge, 104-106, 108, 114, 21 5
Wosmek, PFC David A ., 217

Wunder Beach, 58, 77, 30 3

Xuan, Mr . Nguyen, 122, 16 7
Xuan Tie, 12 2

Yang Brai, 8 8
Yokosuka, Japan, 26 2
Youngdale, MajGen Carl A., 62, 84, 103, 239-4 0
Yusi, 2dLt Anthony H ., 20 2

Zais, MajGen Melvin, USA, 2, 13 5
Zaro, Col William J ., 117, 119-120, 190-91, 195-96, 284
Zavacki, Capt Francis, 16 3
Zone Interpretation, Planning, Preparation, and Overfly (ZIPPO )

Team, 87
Zumwalt, VAdm Elmo R ., 265-66, 313
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