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Ceremonial state sword, symbol of chiefly authority and power among the Akan



GHANA HAS A RICH AND VARIED military history. During
the nineteenth century, the Asante, one of the major ethnic
groups in the country, relied on military power to extend their
rule throughout most of what eventually became the modern
state of Ghana. The Asante also engaged in a series of military
campaigns against the British (in 1873, 1896, and 1900) for
control of the country's political and economic systems. Mter
the British established a protectorate, thousands of Ghanaians
served in the Royal West Mrican Frontier Force. In the two
world wars of the twentieth century, tens of thousands of Gha
naians fought with the Western allies. From 1945 until 1957,
the British used the Ghanaian army to maintain internal secu
rity.

At independence in 1957, Ghana's armed forces were
among the best in Mrica. However, President Kwame Nkrumah
(1960-66) gradually destroyed this heritage by transforming
the armed forces from a traditional military organization into
one that he hoped would facilitate the growth of Mrican social
ism and Pan-Mricanism, would aid in the fight against neocolo
nialism, and would help implement Nkrumah's radical foreign
policy. Nkrumah also Mricanized the officer corps as rapidly as
possible. In 1966 the armed forces moved to end its use as a
political tool by overthrowing Nkrumah. For the next twenty
five years, the military repeatedly intervened in the political
process to stabilize Ghana and to improve the country's econ
omy. In 1992, however, Ghana's military regime presided over
multiparty elections, which the regime hoped would return the
country to a parliamentary system of government.

The Ghanaian military, with a personnel strength of 6,850 in
1994, helped to maintain internal security and to preserve
Ghana's territorial integrity. Throughout the 1980s, the gener
ally pro-Western armed forces relied on a variety of sources for
foreign military assistance, including the United States, Italy,
Libya, and the Soviet Union. Organized into a 5,000-member
army, a 1,200-member air force, and a 1,000-member navy, the
military was capable of performing its missions. During the
1980s and early 1990s, moreover, the Ghanaian armed forces
and some police personnel participated in United Nations
peacekeeping operations in Cambodia, Croatia, Western
Sahara, Iraq/Kuwait, Rwanda, and Lebanon. Ghana also con-
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tributed troops to the Economic Community of West Mrican
States Monitoring Group peacekeeping force in Liberia.

International Security Concerns

As of the mid-1990s, there was no external threat against
Ghana; however, Ghana has experienced periodic tensions
with two West Mrican states, Togo and Liberia, which at the
time ~ome observers believed could lead to armed conflict.
The parties involved in these disputes avoided hostilities by
relying on diplomacy rather than on military force to resolve
their problems.

In January 1976, Ghanaian-Togolese relations deteriorated
after Togo urged a readjustment of their common border in
Togo's favor. Ghana rejected this demand, citing the 1956
United Nations (UN) referendum, which had given western
Togoland's population the choice of staying in Togo or ofjoin
ing Ghana. Nevertheless, in March 1976, the Ghanaian govern
ment banned the National Liberation Movement for Western
Togoland (NLMWT). Later that month, Ghanaian security
forces arrested ten people near Togo's border and charged
them with subversion for contacting Ghanaian dissidents in
Togo. Although the NLMWT threatened to use force against
Ghana unless the UN intervened in the crisis, it failed to
launch a successful guerrilla war against Ghana.

In September 1982, Ghana closed the border to prevent
Ghanaian dissidents who lived in Togo from crossing into
Ghana. Nevertheless, tensions between the two countries resur
faced after Flight LieutenantJerryJohn Rawlings seized power
in Ghana at the end of 1981. Rawlings warned the Togolese
against allowing Ghanaian dissidents to use Togo's territory as
a base from which to launch attacks against Ghana. In early
1984, after Ghana had reopened the border, the Togolese gov
ernment calmed Accra's fears by threatening to arrest any Gha
naian exiles who held meetings in Togo.

In 1986 relations with Togo again deteriorated after Ghana
ian security forces captured a group of armed dissidents who
had crossed the border from Togo. Ghana's secretary for for
eign affairs protested the use of neighboring countries as bases
for subversive activities against the Rawlings regime. In Septem
ber 1986, Lome claimed that Togolese dissidents, operating
from Ghana, had attempted a coup against the government of
Togo's president, General Gnassingbe Eyadema. As a result,
Togo temporarily closed the border with Ghana and then
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deported 233 Ghanaians. In January 1989, relations between
the two countries became strained again when Togo expelled
120 Ghanaians. Mter Togo reopened its land, air, and sea bor
ders with Ghana in October 1990, relations between the two
countries gradually improved.

On January 30, 1993, clashes that pitted Togolese security
forces loyal to Eyadema against several opposition groups
prompted approximately 55,000 refugees to flee to Ghana.
Accra, which sided with Eyadema's opponents, responded by
placing the Ghanaian armed forces on full alert, ostensibly to
aid the refugees. Rawlings claimed that because of this trouble,
he was considering a recall of all Ghanaian troops serving on
missions abroad for the UN and in Liberia. Mter attackers
stormed Eyadema's home in Lome on March 25, 1993, the
Togolese government closed its border with Ghana and
accused the Rawlings regime of providing a safe haven for the
raiders.

In early 1994, the two countries almost went to war following
yet another incident. According to Togolese authorities, more
than 100 armed Togolese crossed the border from Ghana in
earlyJanuary to assassinate Eyadema and to take control of the
government. Togo immediately closed its border with Ghana,
and each nation then accused the other's armed forces of
launching cross-border raids. Although tensions eased later in
the year, the Ghanaian minister of foreign affairs warned of
further incidents unless Eyadema introduced basic democratic
reforms.

Ghanaian-Liberian relations suffered a setback in September
1989 over rumors that Monrovia planned a forceful repatria
tion of resident Ghanaians following the return of more than
400 Liberians from Ghana. Although Accra denied that it had
deported the Liberians, Monrovia retaliated by expelling 350
Ghanaians. A more serious problem occurred in 1990, when a
rebel force known as the National Patriotic Front of Liberia
reportedly seized about 2,000 Ghanaians living in Liberia.
Many Ghanaians also resented the presence of approximately
6,000 Liberian refugees who had settled in a camp at
Bruburam near Accra; they argued that Ghanaian security
forces should halt the influx of refugees by detaining them at
the border, by force if necessary.

Despite these difficulties, beginning in mid-1990 the Ghana
ian government deployed three battalions of troops to Liberia
as part of the Economic Community of West African States
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Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) peacekeeping force. These
troops served eight-month tours. In late 1994, about 1,000 Gha
naian troops were still serving in Liberia despite the govern
ment's growing impatience with the mission and the lack of
progress toward a settlement of the conflict.

The ECOMOG operation was but one in a long list of inter
national peacekeeping missions in which Ghana has partici
pated. As early as 1978, Ghana contributed soldiers to the UN
Interim Force in Lebanon; nearly 800 were still on duty there
in mid-1994. Other UN missions to which Ghana has contrib
uted include the Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (1991-94);
Cambodia, where more than 1,000 Ghanaians served as secu
rity personnel during UN-supervised elections in 1992-93;
Somalia (1994); and Rwanda, where nearly 850 Ghanaians
troops were part of a 2,500-member peacekeeping force in
1994. Assignments with ECOMOG and other international
peacekeeping operations were avidly sought after, in part
because they presented opportunities for self-enrichment, such
as black-market dealings, otherwise unavailable to the average
soldier. So lucrative were UN assignments that there were
reports of bribery for selecting such forces.

Internal Security Concerns

Ghana has a long history of internal division, rooted in
antagonisms and conflicts among the country's various ethnic
groups. For example, the Asante (also seen as Ashanti-see
Glossary) in the center of the country have long been at odds
with southern peoples such as the Ga, Fante, Akwapim, Nzema,
and Ewe. In the seventeenth century, the Asante began con
quering smaller northern states. The Asante then moved
south, where they came into contact with the Fante. Conflicts
between these two groups ultimately led to British interven
tion. For much of the nineteenth century, the British battled
the Asante for control of most of the territory that became
modern Ghana (see Arrival of the Europeans and The Colo
nial Era: British Rule of the Gold Coast, ch. 1). Even after the
country gained independence as the new nation of Ghana in
1957, ethnic divisions continued to trouble Ghanaian society.

Several dissident organizations, however, most of which had
been created by exiles during the 1980s, dedicated themselves
to deemphasizing ethnicity and to facilitating the growth of
nationalism. In April 1982, various members of Ghana's
banned political parties established the Campaign for Democ-

260



National Security

racy in Ghana and opened offices in Lagos and London. This
group characterized the Rawlings regime as "an instrument of
terror" and urged all Ghanaians to employ all legitimate means
to ensure that democracy and constitutional order were
restored in the country. In April 1984, J. H. Mensah, who had
been the minister of finance in the Kofi Abrefa Busia govern
ment (1969-71), formed the Ghana Democratic Movement,
which welcomed all citizens who believed in "the restoration of
democracy in Ghana."

In the precolonial era, political opposition was tolerated
only up to point, after which retribution was likely. During the
colonial period in the Gold Coast, later renamed Ghana, the
British jailed outspoken nationalists. Since independence,
Ghana's security policy toward dissidents and political oppo
nents has been harsh. During Kwame Nkrumah's presidency
(1960-66), security personnel permeated all levels of Ghanaian
society. Additionally, the Ghana Young Pioneers, created in
June 1960, regularly reported all suspected dissident activities
to the authorities. Nkrumah also encouraged rivalries among
senior officials to discourage them from taking united action
against him. Individuals who fell afoul of Nkrumah usually
ended up in jail; more dangerous people received long-term
sentences in the maximum security prison at Nsawam.

Since the downfall of Nkrumah, all governments except that
of Hilla Limann (1979-81) have dealt harshly with any individ
ual or organization deemed to be a threat to the established
political order. Informants watched military personnel, mem
bers of political parties, academics, students, and ordinary citi
zens for signs of disloyalty, antigovernment activity, or coup
plotting. During the early years of the second Rawlings regime
in the 1980s, the authorities also sought to prevent the emer
gence of prodemocracy groups. In mid-1987, for example, the
police arrested members of the New Democratic Movement
(NOM) and the Kwame Nkrumah Revolutionary Guards
(KNRG), supposedly for plotting to overthrow the govern
ment. Gradually, however, Western and domestic pressures per
suaded the Ghanaian government to permit political
competition and to hold multiparty elections in late 1992.

The Armed Forces in National Life

Ghana has a rich and varied military history. The military
traditions of the Asante and several other Ghanaian peoples
dominated the precolonial era. During the British period, the
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military consisted of a modest army organized along infantry
lines. At independence, Nkrumah expanded the armed forces
to enhance the country's national prestige. The army grew in
size and complexity, and the government established a separate
air force and navy. This growth exceeded Ghana's national
security requirements, however, and imposed an economic
burden on the new state. In the decades since independence,
Ghana has continued to maintain a comparatively large mili
tary force. By the early 1990s, it had become clear that the gov
ernment would have to respond to popular demands for
greater economic growth by reducing the size of the military
establishment.

The Armed Forces in the Past

The armed forces have traditionally played a significant role
in Ghanaian society. The most important factors associated
with the growth of the military's role in national life include
the emergence of Asante militarism, the British conquest, and
the political activities of the armed forces following indepen
dence.

The Asante Wars

Historically, the Asante, who are members of the Twi-speak
ing branch of the Akan people, have exercised considerable
influence in the region. The groups that constituted the core
of the Asante confederacy moved north and settled in the vicin
ity of Lake Bosumtwi. Prior to the mid-seventeenth century,
several Asante leaders, one of them Oti Akenten (r. ca. 1630
60), embarked on a program of military expansion that
enabled the Asante to dominate surrounding groups, establish
the most powerful state in the central forest zone, and form an
alliance with neighboring states known as the Asante confeder
ation.

In the late seventeenth century, Osei Tutu (d. 1712 or 1717)
became asantehene (king of Asante). During his reign, the
Asante confederation destroyed the influence of Denkyira,
which had been the strongest state in the coastal hinterland
and which had been exacting tribute from most of the other
Akan groups in the central forest. Asante authorities then
moved the confederation's capital to Kumasi and continued
their policy of military expansion. During one southern expe
dition, rebels ambushed and killed Osei Tutu and most of his
generals. The Asante confederation, which allowed newly con-

262



National Security

quered territories to retain their customs and chiefs, survived
this catastrophe and continued to expand its boundaries, in
the process transforming itself into an empire. Under succeed
ing leaders, Asante armies extended the empire's frontier
southward. By the beginning of the nineteenth century, the
Asante governed a territory as large as modern-day Ghana and
were challenging the Fante states for control of the coast,
where European traders had established a network of posts and
fortifications.

The rapid growth of the Asante empire aroused the suspi
cions of the Fante, who believed that the Asante sought to sub
jugate the coastal states. Asante-Fante relations, therefore,
remained hostile for most of the second half of the eighteenth
century. Specific problems between the two Akan states
included the Fante refusal to allow Asante traders direct access
to the coast; a Fante law that prohibited the sale of firearms
and ammunition to the Asante army; Fante support of Denk
yira, Akyem, and other states in their revolts against Asante
authority; and the Fante practice of granting sanctuary to refu
gees from the Asante empire. To resolve these problems, the
Asante launched three successful military expeditions (in 1807,
1811, and 1816) against the Fante and by 1820 had become the
strongest power in West Africa.

The Asante army, which achieved these and numerous other
victories, relied on troops mobilized for specific campaigns
rather than on a standing, professional force. Evasion of mili
tary service was punishable by death. The army, which lacked
cavalry, possessed superior infantry comprising musketeers,
bowmen, and spearsmen. The armed force also included
scouts (akwansrafo); an advance guard (twafo); a main force
(adonten); the king's personal bodyguard (gyase); a rear guard
(kyidom); and two wings, the left (benkum) and the right (nifa).
Additionally, the Asan te army had a medical corps (esumank
wafo) that treated the army's wounded and removed the dead
from the battlefield.

The Asante army's success against the Fante, coupled with
the Asante's determination to preserve their empire, posed a
threat to the British, who also wanted to control the coast for
strategic, political, and economic reasons. Britain's commit
ment to stopping the slave trade made it impossible for the
British to maintain good relations with the Asante, who, by
1820, had become the main source of slaves on the coast. Many
British policy makers believed, moreover, that it was their duty
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to promote Christianity and Western civilization. Some British
merchants also believed that if Asante power could be
destroyed, a vast market would be opened to them.

Given the differences between the British and the Asante, a
military clash between them was inevitable. Mter the Asante
executed a Fante soldier who served in a British garrison for
insulting their king, the British launched a military expedition
against a 1O,OOO-member Asante force near the village of Bon
saso. The Asante not only outnumbered the British but also
used superior tactics. The fighting, which began onJanuary 22,
1824, initially favored the Asante, who encircled the British
force and killed Governor Charles MacCarthy. Eventually, how
ever, the British drove the Asante back to Kumasi.

Mter reorganizing and re-equipping, the Asante in 1826
again invaded the coast, attacking the British and their allies.
During the fighting on the open plains of Accra, the British
used Congreve rockets, which frightened Asante warriors who
believed the enemy was using thunder and lightning against
them. The Asante panicked and fled to Kumasi. According to a
peace treaty concluded in 1831, the asantehene recognized the
independence of the coastal states and agreed to refer all
future disputes to the British for adjudication. In exchange, the
coastal states promised to allow the Asante to engage in legal
trade on the coast and to respect the asantehene. During much
of the following two decades, Captain George Maclean, presi
dent of a local council of British merchants, used tact and
diplomacy to enforce the peace treaty.

Mter the British government resumed responsibility for the
administration of the coastal forts in 1843, relations with the
Asante gradually deteriorated. In addition to assaults on Asante
traders, the asantehene believed that the British and their Fante
allies no longer treated him with respect. When British Gover
nor Richard Pine refused to return an Asante chief and a run
away slave to the asantehene, the Asante prepared for war. In
April 1863, they invaded the coast and burned thirty villages.
Pine responded by deploying six companies along the Pra
River, the border between states allied with the British and the
Asante. The deployed force built a network of stockades and a
bridge, but it returned home without engaging the enemy after
inexplicably having lost its guns, ammunition, and supplies.

The Second Asante War (1873-74) began as a result of the
asantehene's attempt to preserve his empire's last trade outlet to
the sea at the old coastal fort of Elmina, which had come into
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Ghanaian infantry depart Accra for a peacekeeping
mission in Liberia.

Courtesy Embassy of Ghana, Washington

British possession in 1872. In early 1873, a 12,000-member
Asante army crossed the Pra River and invaded the coastal area
but suffered a defeat at Elmina. The British government then
appointed Major General Garnet Wolseley administrator and
commander in chief and ordered him to drive the Asante from
the coastal region. In December 1873, Wolseley's African levies
were reinforced by the arrival of several British units.

Approximately one month later, Wolseley sent an advance
party across the Pra, warning the asantehene that he intended to
begin hostilities. Wolseley, however, also offered an armistice.
When negotiations failed, both sides prepared for war.

The most significant battle of the Second Asante War
occurred at Amoafo, near the village of Bekwai. Although the
Asante performed admirably, superior weapons allowed the
British to carry the day. Asante losses were unknown; the Brit-
ish lost four men and had 194 wounded. In the following days,
Wolseley captured Bekwai and then Kumasi. On March 14,
1874, the two sides signed the Treaty of Fomena, which
required the Asante to pay an indemnity of 50,000 ounces of
gold, to renounce claims to Elmina and to all payments from
the British for the use of forts, and to terminate their alliances
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with several other states, including Denkyira and Akyem. Addi
tionally, the asantehene agreed to withdraw his troops from the
coast, to keep the trade routes open, and to halt the practice of
human sacrifice.

The British victory and the Treaty of Fomena ended the
Asante dream of bringing the coastal states under their power.
The northern states of Brong, Gonja, and Dagomba also took
advantage of the Asante defeat by asserting their indepen
dence. The Asante empire was near collapse. In 1896 the Brit
ish declared a protectorate over Asante and exiled the
asantehene, Prempeh, his immediate family, and several close
advisers to the Seychelles Islands.

The last Anglo-Asante war occurred in 1899-1900, when the
British twice tried to take possession of the asantehene's Golden
Stool, symbol of Asante power and independence. In April
1900, the Asante reacted to these attempts by launching an
armed rebellion and by laying siege to the Kumasi fort, where
the British governor and his party had sought refuge. The Brit
ish eventually defeated the Asante, both capturing and exiling
the rebellion's leader, Yaa Asantewaa, and fifteen of her closest
advisers. The conclusion of the last Anglo-Asante war resulted
in the formal annexation of the Asante empire as a British pos
session.

World War!

Mter establishing supremacy in the Gold Coast, the British
created the Gold Coast Regiment as a component of the West
Mrican Frontier Force (WAFF) , which kept peace throughout
the territories of the Gold Coast, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, and
the Gambia. In 1928 the WAFF became the Royal West Mrican
Frontier Force (RWAFF). British officers and noncommis
sioned officers organized, trained, and equipped the Gold
Coast Regiment. For much of the colonial period, the British
recruited Mrican enlisted personnel only from ethnic groups
in the Northern Territories Protectorate, the northern third of
the colony (see fig. 3). Eventually, the Gold Coast Regiment
accepted a few Mrican officers along with an increasing num
ber of Mrican noncommissioned officers from the south. Nev
ertheless, the north-south division continued to characterize
the Gold Coast Regiment.

OnJuly 31, 1914, four days before the British declaration of
war on Germany, Accra mobilized its military forces. The Gold
Coast Regiment included thirty-eight British officers, eleven

266



National Security

British warrant or noncommissioned officers, 1,584 Mricans,
(including 124 carriers for guns and machine guns), and about
300 reservists. Additionally, the four Volunteer Corps (Gold
Coast Volunteers, Gold Coast Railway Volunteers, Gold Coast
Mines Volunteers, and Ashanti Mines Volunteers) fielded about
900 men. These forces participated in the campaigns in Togo,
Cameroon, and East Mrica.

Deployment of the country's armed forces required the
reduction of the British colonial establishment by 30 percent
between 1914 and 1917 and the closure of several military
installations in the Northern Territories. These actions per
suaded many Gold Coast residents that British colonial rule was
about to end. As a result, a series of disorders and protests
against British colonial rule occurred throughout the country.

During August and September 1914, for example, riots
broke out in Central Province and Ashanti, followed three
years later by unrest at Old Nigo. The wartime weakening of
the administrative structure in the Northern Territories also
fueled opposition to chiefs who used their positions to exploit
the people they ruled, to encourage military recruitment, or to
advance the cause of British colonial rule. Disturbances among
the Frafra at Bongo in April 1916 and in Gonja in March 1917
prompted the authorities to deploy a detachment of troops to
the Northern Territories to preserve law and order.

World WarII

Although many of the more radical Pan-Mricanists and
Marxist-Leninists hoped to enlist northern black troops and ex
servicemen in their anticolonial struggle, there was little unrest
during the interwar period. During World War II, approxi
mately 65,000 Ghanaians served in the RWAFF. The Gold Coast
Regiment participated in campaigns in East Mrica and Burma
and in maneuvers in the Gambia.

Military service, particularly overseas, enhanced the political
and economic understanding of many individual soldiers, a
development that facilitated the growth of postwar national
ism. Military service, however, also underscored cultural and
ethnic differences among Ghanaians. Many Asante and most
southerners looked down upon northerners, who made up the
majority of the Gold Coast Regiment. These divisions carried
over into postwar politics and, according to some observers,
have continued to prevent the development of a strong sense
of national identity to the present day.
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The Gold Coast also played a significant role in the Allied
war effort. OnJune 27, 1942, the United States Army activated
the Air Transport Command in Cairo under Brigadier General
Shepler W. Fitzgerald. Ten days later, Fitzgerald moved his
headquarters to Accra and organized the Mrica-Middle East
Wing. In late 1942, the United States Army expanded its pres
ence in Accra by activating the Twelfth Ferrying Group Head
quarters, the Forty-first Ferrying Squadron, and the Forty
second Ferrying Squadron. The Twelfth Ferrying Group,
which was part of a transportation network reaching from the
United States, via Mrica, to the China-Burma-India theater of
operations, ensured the movement of men and materiel
through Senegal, Ghana, and Chad.

In contrast with the post-World War I era, Ghanaian veterans
engaged in widespread political activities after World War II. In
1946 some former soldiers established the Gold Coast Ex-Ser
vicemen's Union, which sought to improve economic condi
tions and to increase employment for veterans. During a
February 1948 union-sponsored march, police killed two dem
onstrators and wounded several others. Unrest quickly spread
throughout the country. Eventually, the union joined the
United Gold Coast Convention and then became part of the
Convention People's Party (CPP), which worked for indepen
dence under Nkrumah's leadership. Mter independence, the
government passed the Ghana Legion Act, which outlawed ex
servicemen's organizations and which created instead a
national Ghana Legion. Although it supposedly represented all
Ghanaians, the establishment of the Ghana Legion marked the
end of indepe~dentpolitical action by ex-servicemen.

The Development of the Modern Army

After independence, Ghana opted out of the RWAFF.
According to Nkrumah, this action was necessary because the
RWAFF was "one of the trappings of colonialism." The Ghana
ian army had grown in size and complexity, moreover, and the
government created a separate air force and navy. The mili
tary's ostensible mission was to aid the national police in main
taining internal security; however, Nkrumah wanted to use the
armed forces to buttress his foreign policy and Pan-Mricanist
goals.

British officers who served in the Ghanaian armed forces
thwarted Nkrumah's plans to use the military as a political tool.
As a result, in September 1961 Nkrumah dismissed all British
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military personnel and ordered the Africanization of the
armed forces. By removing the British from command posi
tions, Nkrumah destroyed an apolitical safeguard and exposed
the military to political manipulation. However, much of the
British-trained Ghanaian officer corps resisted Nkrumah's
attempts to indoctrinate them with the political ideology of the
CPP. Moreover, the officer corps shunned the political commis
sars whom Nkrumah had introduced into all units.

To break the power of the traditional Ghanaian military
establishment, Nkrumah created his own private army in viola
tion of the country's constitution. The Soviet Union supported
this effort by providing military advisers and weaponry. Mter
an unsuccessful attempt on his life, Nkrumah ordered the
expansion of the presidential guard company to regimental
strength. On the recommendation of Soviet security advisers,
Nkrumah also added a civilian unit to the bodyguard. The mili
tary and civilian wings formed the Presidential Guard Depart
ment. In 1963 Nkrumah changed the name of this
organization to the Presidential Detail Department. By Febru
ary 1966, this unit's First Guard Regiment included a 1,500
member battalion, and the Second Guard Regiment was in the
process of being formed and trained by Soviet advisers.

The Presidential Detail Department also supervised secret
storage depots and training camps for Nkrumah's constantly
expanding private army. These facilities were located at Elmina
Castle, Akosombo, Afianya, and Okponglo. Mter Nkrumah's
downfall, Ghanaian authorities discovered an array ofweapons,
including heavy machine guns, mortars, and artillery, at these
sites. Anti-Nkrumah elements insisted that such weaponry,
which exceeded the needs of the Presidential Detail Depart
ment, was destined for Nkrumah's private army.

Apart from trying to create a parallel military establishment,
Nkrumah also established a multifaceted intelligence appara
tus. In early 1963, one of Nkrumah's closest supporters,
Ambrose Yankey, established the Special Intelligence Unit to
monitor the activities of antigovernment individuals and
groups. By 1966 this unit included 281 people, all of whom
reportedly received training from Soviet and other communist
advisers. Another intelligence unit, Department III, Military
Intelligence, was not part of the Ministry of Defence. Instead,
its task was to check independently on the loyalty of the regular
armed forces. Department III, Military Intelligence, main
tained an interrogation center at Burma Camp. The Bureau
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for Technical Assistance conducted espionage in other Mrican
countries. Additionally, on October 1, 1965, the bureau estab
lished an all-Mrican intelligence service known as the Special
Mrican Service (also known as the Technical Unit), which was
designed to penetrate the intelligence services of other Mrican
countries. By 1966 this organization had grown from forty to
sixty-seven personnel.

The Military and the Government

The National Liberation Council, 1966-69

The officer corps of the regular armed forces viewed the
activities of the Nkrumah regime with increasing alarm. As a
result, on February 24, 1966, a small number of army officers
and senior police officials, led by Colonel E.K. Kotoka, com
mander of the Second Army Brigade at Kumasi; Major A.A.
Mrifa, staff officer in charge of army training and operations;
Lieutenant General (retired) J.A. Ankra; andJ.W.K. Hadley,
the police inspector general, successfully launched a coup
d'etat against the Nkrumah regime. The new government,
known as the National Liberation Council (NLC) , justified its
action by citing Nkrumah's abuse of power, widespread politi
cal repression, sharp economic decline, and rampant corrup
tion.

On April 17, 1967, a group of junior officers of the army
reconnaissance squadron based at Ho in the Volta region
launched a countercoup; however, intervention by other mili
tary units and the lack of a coherent plan on the part of the
mutineers saved the NLG Mter an investigation, the two young
lieutenants who commanded the mutiny were tried by a mili
tary court, convicted, and executed. The courts also passed
lengthy prison sentences on twenty-six of the reconnaissance
squadron's noncommissioned officers who supported the coup
attempt.

Pro-Nkrumah elements also plotted against the NLG In late
1968, the authorities arrested Air Marshal M.A. Otu, who had
succeeded Kotoka as general officer commanding the armed
forces but not as an NLC member, and his aide, a navy lieuten
ant, for alleged subversive activity. A military court charged
both men with plans to overthrow the NLC and to return Nkru
mah to power, but eventually the two were acquitted.

There were no further incidents or threats to the NLC. Mter
a civilian government came to power in October 1969, the
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armed forces reverted to their traditional roles of maintaining
internal security and safeguarding territorial integrity.

The Acheampong Regime, 1972-78

On January 13, 1972, the military seized control of the gov
ernment for the second time under the leadership of Lieuten
ant Colonel I.K. Acheampong. The army justified its action by
accusing the civilian government, headed by Busia, of having
failed to resolve the various problems confronting the Ghana
ian armed forces.
Th~ origin of the army's disaffection lay in the 1971-72 aus

terity budget, according to which defense expenditures were
too large for a country as small as Ghana. The subsequent
reductions affected maintenance and materials. Reductions
also increased the difficulties facing younger army officers. By
the early 1970s, the lack of funds had forced the Ghana Mili
tary Academy to reduce the size of its annual class from about
120 to twenty-five cadets.

Many senior army officers had also complained that the
1966 coup had interrupted the normal promotion cycle. They
maintained that officers who supported Kotoka received
quicker promotions, whereas those whose loyalty was in ques
tion were held back. Ewe officers, who had been shunted aside
since the end of the NLC regime, believed that Acheampong
would restore an equitable ethnic balance to the officer corps.
Lastly, the army objected to the Busia government's decision to
broaden the army's mission to include such nonmilitary func
tions as engaging in anti-smuggling patrols, supporting anti
cholera drives, facilitating flood relief work, and participating
in reconstruction projects.

To rule Ghana, Acheampong established the National
Redemption Council (NRC) and acted as its chairman. Ini
tially, the NRC consisted of six army officers and one civilian;
however, Acheampong eventually broadened the NRC's mem
bership to include officers from all the services. Newcomers
included the air force and navy commanders and the inspector
general of the police. Acheampong dropped the two lower
ranking army officers and the civilian member. The NRC
assumed legislative and executive powers while the NRC chair
man became head of state and commander in chief. The NRC
chairman also was responsible for all NRC appointments and
removals with the advice of not less than two-thirds of the NRC
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members. The NRC could remove the chairman by a unani
mous decision.

The NRC appointed nine military officers who ranked from
major to colonel to serve as regional commissioners. Customar
ily, these commissioners worked in their traditional homelands.
The NRC and the regional commissioners constituted the
Executive Council. The NRC and the Executive Council, which
together included about thirty senior military officers, ruled
Ghana. The NRC militarized Ghanaian society, moreover, by
appointing senior military officers to positions in all major
departments, regional bodies, state corporations, and public
boards. Additionally, Acheampong wanted to change the con
stitution to end party politics and to create a union govern
ment composed of civilians, military personnel, and police.
Such a system, Acheampong believed, would create national
unity, end tribalism, and facilitate economic development.

The failure to achieve these goals and the 1975 decision to
transform the NRC into the Supreme Military Council (SMC)
marked the beginning of Acheampong's downfall. The govern
ment maintained that the SMC would restore the military hier
archy that the 1972 coup had des troyed. Over the next two
years, the Acheampong regime gradually lost popular support
because of growing corruption, economic problems, and
clashes between the SMC and the general public, culminating
in violent disturbances during the 1978 referendum on union
government.

The Akuffo Coup, 1978

As public hostility toward the SMC increased, Ghana became
increasingly ungovernable. On July 5, 1978, junior officers on
the Military Advisory Committee persuaded senior officers, led
by Lieutenant General Frederick W.K. Akuffo, to force
Acheampong to resign. The creation of what was termed SMC
II, however, failed to restore public confidence in the govern
ment, largely because Akuffo refused to abandon the idea of a
union government without party politics. As a result, there
were about eighty strikes in a four-month period to protest the
regime's economic policies. In November 1978, when junior
civil servants went on strike, the regime declared a state of
emergency and dismissed more than 1,000 public employees.
Akuffo eventually succumbed to this pressure by announcing
that the ban on political parties would be lifted onJanuary 1,
1979, and that free elections would be held.
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The 1979 Coup and the First Rawlings Government

Ghana's third military coup was planned by a small group of
disgruntled officers. On May 15, 1979, less than five weeks
before the national elections, Flight LieutenantJerry John
Rawlings and several members of the air force Uunior officers
and corporals) unsuccessfully tried to overthrow the govern
ment. During the court martial of the coup's seven plotters,
Rawlings justified his action by claiming that official corruption
had eroded public confidence in the government and had tar
nished the image of the armed forces. Rawlings also charged
that Syrian and Lebanese businessmen living in Ghana had
gained control of the country's economy at the expense of the
Mrican majority.

On the night ofJune 4,1979, a group ofjunior officers and
enlisted personnel of the Fifth Battalion and the Reconnais
sance Regiment in Burma Camp freed Rawlings and staged a
coup. These individuals then formed the Armed Forces Revo
lutionary Council (AFRC) to rule the country. The AFRC
included a cross section of ranks from private and lance corpo
ral to staff sergeant, airman, lieutenant, and naval commander.
Although the scheduled elections occurred as planned onJune
18, 1979, the AFRC retained power until September 24, 1979,
when President Hilla Limann and the People's National Party
(PNP) assumed control of the government.

Meanwhile, the AFRC purged the senior ranks of the armed
forces and executed eight officers, three of whom had been
former heads of state (Acheampong, Akuffo, and Mrifa). From
July to September 1979, special courts held hearings and sen
tenced 155 military officers, former officials, and wealthy busi
nessmen to prison terms ranging from six months to ninety-five
years. Additionally, the AFRC collected back taxes from numer
ous government officials and threatened to seize the assets of
many others unless they refunded money to the state that they
had allegedly embezzled or stolen. The AFRC also charged
hundreds of military officers with corruption and sentenced
them to long prison terms. Many civil servants fell victim to the
purge and lost their jobs as well.

The 1981 Coup and the Second Rawlings Government

The combination of official corruption, Rawlings's contin
ued political activities, and deteriorating economic conditions
doomed the Limann government. On December 31,1981,
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Rawlings, supported by lower-ranking soldiers, most of whom
served in the Reconnaissance Regiment, seized power. Rawl
ings then established the Provisional National Defence Council
(PNDC) to rule the country, dissolved parliament, and banned
all political parties. OnJanuary 21, 1982, Rawlings appointed a
sixteen-member civilian government with a cabinet of secretar
ies and told them to "serve the people sacrificially." The PNDC
also assumed control of the Ministry of Defence. The Rawlings
regime further consolidated its power by promulgating PNDC
Law 42, which suspended the constitution and gave the govern
ment wide powers over Ghanaian citizens.

Shortly after seizing power, Rawlings took action against
individuals who had allegedly committed crimes against the
Ghanaian people. In January 1982, for example, the PNDC
ordered former members of the banned PNP and other unde
sirable elements to report to the nearest police station or army
barracks. The authorities detained some of these individuals
and released others after registering their names. The police
and army continued this roundup by arresting allegedly cor
rupt individuals who had served in the Limann government,
former members of parliament, businessmen suspected of trad
ing on the black market, and alleged coup plotters. OnJune
30, 1982, one or more members of the PNDC and their accom
plices abducted and then murdered three High Court ofJus
tice judges and the personnel director of the Ghana Industrial
Holdings Corporation.

Despite the popularity of the Rawlings regime, there were
two coup attempts in late 1982 and in early 1983. On Novem
ber 23, 1982, a group of soldiers tried to overthrow the regime,
initiating hostilities at Gondar Barracks. Government forces,
however, defeated the rebels and the police arrested more than
twenty people. The second coup attempt occurred on Febru
ary 27, 1983, when security forces arrested nine soldiers and
two civilians in Achimota, near Accra. The authorities claimed
that they also discovered heavy machine guns, rockets, ammu
nition, and a list of people to be assassinated. Kojo Tsikata, spe
cial adviser to the PNDC, also accused the United States
embassy of involvement in the coup attempt, but the Ghanaian
government never proved this allegation.

Challenges to the Rawlings regime continued throughout
the 1980s. During 1985 and 1986, for example, there were at
least seven coup attempts. On September 24, 1989, two days
after Rawlings had assumed direct command of the armed
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forces, the government announced that it had foiled yet
another attempted coup. The attempt was led by Major Cour
age Quarshigah, a popular officer in the Ghanaian armed
forces, former commandant of the Ghana Military Academy,
and a former close ally of Rawlings. Quarshigah and four other
army officers were arrested. They were accused of planning to
assassinate Rawlings as part of the coup, but several of the
accused allegedly favored a return to constitutional rule under
a civilian government.

Despite the so-called Quarshigah Mfair and other attempted
coups, Rawlings remained in control of the PNDC and the
armed forces, which he commanded from September 1989
untilJune 1990. An Economic Recovery Program (ERP), sup
ported by the International Monetary Fund (IMF-see Glos
sary) and the World Bank (see Glossary), was adopted to
improve the lives of Ghanaians. The Rawlings regime also
acceded to popular demands for a democratic, multiparty elec
tion. Despite these accomplishments, however, corruption,
authoritarianism, and the misuse of power have continued to
be significant problems.

The Military and the Economy

Military costs have fluctuated widely since independence.
During the Nkrumah era, the government maintained a large,
relatively well-equipped military for reasons of national pres
tige. Mter the 1966 coup, the ruling NLC sought to improve
the country's economy by lowering military spending. The
NLC, however, was unwilling to reduce military manpower for
fear of alienating the armed forces; instead, it saved money by
canceling plans to purchase new equipment. To update its mil
itary inventory, Ghana strengthened links with nations such as
Britain, Canada, and the United States, all of which repre
sented possible sources of military assistance.

Since the downfall of Nkrumah, the level of Ghana's military
spending has fluctuated widely, partly because of several major
currency devaluations. According to the World Bank, however,
Ghana's military spending has declined overall. In 1972 Ghana
earmarked about 7.9 percent of total expenditures for defense,
a figure that by 1989 was down to 3.2 percent. Since then,
defense expenditures have declined even further. In 1992, the
most recent year for which reliable figures are available, Ghana
allocated about US$105 million for the armed forces, or less
than 2 percent of total budgetary expenditures.

276



National Security

Armed Forces Mission, Organization, and Strength

Since independence, the mission of the armed forces has
been twofold: to protect Ghana's territorial integrity from for
eign aggression, and to maintain internal security. In the mid
1990s, ground forces held the dominant role in the defense
establishment. In terms of organization, the military is com
posed of the army and its subordinate air and naval elements,
numbering in all 6,850 active-duty personnel in 1994. The mili
tary command structure extends from the minister of defense
in the national government to commanders in the field. Mili
tary units are deployed in the capital, Accra, and in Ghana's
border regions. The 5,000-member Ghanaian army, which has
an eastern and a western command, is organized into two bri
gades, with six infantry battalions; one reconnaissance regi
ment, with two reconnaissance squadrons; one airborne force,
with one paratroop company; one artillery regiment; and one
field engineer regiment.

Military equipment consists predominantly of older weapons
of British, Brazilian, Swiss, Swedish, Israeli, and Finnish origin.
Servicing of all types of equipment has been extremely poor,
largely because of inadequate maintenance capabilities. As a
result, foreign military advisers or technicians perform all
major maintenance tasks. Included in the Ghanaian inventory
are FV-601 Saladin and EE-9 Cascavel reconnaissance vehicles;
MOWAG Piranha armored personnel carriers; 81mm and
120mm mortars; 84mm recoilless launchers; and 14.5mm
ZPU-4 and 23mm ZU-23-2 air defense guns.

The 1,000-member Ghanaian air force consists of one coun
terinsurgency squadron equipped with MB-326K and MB-339
aircraft; three transport squadrons equipped with F-27 and F
28 Fokkers, a G-212 Aviocar, and Skyvan aircraft; and one train
ing squadron equipped with MB-326F, Bulldog, and L-29
Delfin aircraft. The air force also has Bell, Mi-2 Hoplite, and
SA-319 helicopters. It operates from bases in Accra (headquar
ters and main transport base), Tamale (combat and training
base), Takoradi (training base), and Kumasi (support base).
The air force's mission is to perform counterinsurgency opera
tions and to provide logistical support to the army. Since inde
pendence, performance has been hindered by a lack of spare
parts and by poor maintenance capabilities. On September 18,
1987, Air Force Commander J.E.A. Kotei announced plans to
begin internal passenger service to supplement the efforts of
Ghana Airways. Under this program, the government autho-
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rized the transformation of Tamale airport into a civil-military
airport.

Ghana's navy provides coastal defense, fisheries protection,
and security on Lake Volta. During World War II, the Gold
Coast Volunteer Naval Force, which had been established in
1936, provided sea patrols and conducted mine-detection and
neutralization operations along the coast. In 1959 the Ghana
ian government established a true navy and assigned a former
Royal Navy officer the duties of chief of staff with the rank of
commodore. In 1961 a Ghanaian army brigadier replaced the
British commodore. On July 14, 1989, the navy recommis
sioned two ships, GNS Yogaga and GNS Dzata, at the western
naval base in Sekondi. The vessels had been refurbished by a
British shipyard, Swan Hunter. In 1994 the navy was organized
into an eastern command, with headquarters at Tema, and a
western command, with headquarters at Sekondi. The naval
inventory includes two Kromantse-class corvettes and two
Achimote-class and two Dazata-class fast attack craft.

The Ghanaian navy has experienced low readiness rates
because of spare parts shortages. In the late 1980s and early
1990s, budgetary constraints and a lack of serviceable equip
ment forced the navy to reduce its manpower from about 1,200
to approximately 850 personnel. Nevertheless, in 1990 Ghana's
navy deployed some of its ships to support the Economic Com
munity of West Mrican States Monitoring Group (ECOMOG)
mission in Liberia. In late 1992, two of the navy's ships were in
France for refitting.

Paramilitary forces consist of the 5,000-member People's
Militia, which serves as a home guard force and is responsible
for preventing and controlling civil disturbances and insurrec
tion. A small, elite Presidential Guard consisting of one infan
try battalion prOvides security for the president. The Ghanaian
government also has created a National Civil Defence Force
(also known as the Committees for the Defence of the Revolu
tion) , which includes all citizens able to perform military ser
vice. According to the country's defense plans, the National
Civil Defence Force would be required to guard important
installations in times of crisis to relieve pressure on the regular
armed forces.

Military Manpower, Training, and Morale
Manpower

There is a two-year national service requirement for male
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Ghanaians, but military manpower levels have always been
maintained by voluntary enlistment. A limited number of
women also serve in the armed forces, but all women are found
in administrative positions, not in operational units. Since mid
1988, all national service personnel have undergone a six
month military training program that stresses drilling, weapons
handling, physical fitness, and first aid.

The armed forces offer commissions to qualified individuals
from civilian life or to those who have completed cadet train
ing. The term of service usually is five years with reserve obliga
tions thereafter. Most technical services officers are selected
from civilian life on the basis of professional qualifications.
Recruits for combat or combat support branches are required
to complete two years of cadet training before receiving their
commissions.

Enlisted personnel are recruited for particular service
branches to satisry specific branch needs. Enlistments last up to
twelve years with various active- and reserve-duty options. Reen
listments are authorized for a total of eighteen years. In addi
tion, unit commanders are empowered to extend this term of
service on a case-by-case basis. Specifically, enlisted recruits for
the technical services are required to possess at least a middle
school or junior secondary school education. All personnel
must pass a physical examination and be at least eighteen years
of age.

Training

Military training for all officer candidates of the army, air
force, and navy is conducted at the Ghana Military Academy
near Accra. Entrance to the academy is by examination, and
the curriculum includes military and general subjects. Army
cadets train for two years. At the end of the first six months, a
few candidates may be selected to finish their studies at foreign
institutions such as the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst in
Britain. The Ghana Military Academy, established in 1960, also
provides short courses in higher military education for the
officers of the three services. The best senior officers are
selected periodically to attend the Army Staff College at Cam
berley in Britain or one of several other senior service schools
in foreign countries.

The Armed Forces Training School at Kumasi trains army,
air force, and navy recruits. The basic army training course
lasts nine months and is followed by advanced individual train-
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ing in the assigned unit. This school also provides specialist
training. A parachute training school is located at Tamale and
a jungle warfare school at Achiasi.

The army has conducted numerous field exercises with a
variety of code names, including Hot Foot, Deep Thrust, Oper
ation Swift Sword, Full Impact, and Starlight Stretch. These
exercises test an array of skills. Full Impact 88, for example,
marked the first time that Ghanaian army, air force, and navy
units trained together. Deep Thrust 89 emphasized jungle war
fare, junior leadership, and physical fitness. Starlight Stretch
89, which was held at Daboya in the northern region, improved
low-level operations for company groups in the infantry battal
IOn.

To enhance regional collective security, the Ghanaian army
also has participated in joint exercises with Burkina Faso
(Burkina, formerly Upper Volta). In November 1983 and in
early 1985, the two countries sponsored joint exercises code
named Bold Union and Teamwork 85. The latter involved
5,500 troops and ninety officers from the two armed forces.
These personnel engaged in maneuvers in which government
soldiers defended themselves against a battalion-strong enemy
force which had installed itself on Dwarf Island near the strate
gically critical Akosombo Dam.

The Ghanaian government subsequently pledged to help
defend its neighbor in case of armed aggression. As a result of
this agreement, Ghana and Burkina have continued joint exer
cises. In late 1986, a 3,000-member contingent of soldiers from
Ghana and Burkina participated in a week-long exercise to test
the combat readiness of their armed forces and security agen
cies. Then, in September 1987, the two countries staged a
three-day exercise code-named Operation Vulcan in northern
Ghana's Tamale region. During this exercise, paratroopers of
the two countries parachuted into "friendly" territory to give
support to ground forces under simulated enemy fire. Later
that year, Ghana and Burkina concluded a three-month exer
cise in which four British trainers participated.

Historically, the Ghanaian air force has relied on foreign mil
itary assistance from India, Israel, Canada, Britain, and Italy for
pilot training. In early 1959, Indian and Israeli officers super
vised the formation of Ghana's air force. In mid-1959, an
Indian air force senior air commodore established a headquar
ters for the service at Accra. In July 1959, Israeli air force
instructors trained the first group of Ghanaian cadet fliers at
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Accra International Airport. Two years later, ten Ghanaians
qualified as pilots.

In late 1960, Ghana terminated the training agreement with
Israel. Shortly thereafter, Accra and London signed an accord
whereby 150 officers and airmen from the British Royal Air
Force (RAF) assumed responsibility for training the Ghanaian
air force. The commander of this RAF contingent also replaced
the Indian air commodore as chief of staff of the Ghanaian air
force. In mid-1961 a small group from the Royal Canadian Air
Force (RCAF) supplemented the British mission. In September
1961, as part of his Africanization program, Nkrumah
appointed an army brigadier as chief of staff and relieved all
RAF officers of their commands. The RAF contingent
remained in Ghana, however, to help develop the Ghanaian air
force as part of the BritishJoint Services Training Mission.

In more recent years, Ghana has relied on Nigeria for air
force training. In late 1989, twenty-five Ghanaian pilots and
technicians graduated from various training programs in Kano,
Nigeria. In 1989 Nigeria donated twelve Czech-built L-29
Delfin trainers to the Ghanaian air force. The Ghanaian and
Nigerian air forces also conducted joint operations under the
auspices of the ECOMOG peacekeeping force in Liberia in the
early 1990s.

Naval training has concentrated on improving the skills of
personnel both on shore and at sea. In addition, the Ghanaian
navy regularly participates in joint air-and-sea search-and-res
cue operations. The United States navy has supplemented
these efforts by allowing United States ships participating in
the West Mrican Training Cruise to visit Ghana. During the
1990 training cruise, the United States donated an array of
educational materials and conducted a symposium on fisheries
enforcement. Inclement weather forced the cancellation of a
joint amphibious exercise, however.

The paramilitary People's Militia usually receives its training
during evenings, weekends, and short periods of attachment to
regular army units. The Presidential Guard, which evolved
from the President's Own Guard Regiment established by
Nkrumah, enjoys a higher training priority and commands a
greater proportion of the military's resources (see The Devel
opment of the Modern Army, this ch.).

Morale

Morale in the Ghanaian armed forces has been influenced
by several factors. During the early postindependence period,
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military morale suffered because of ethnic tensions and the low
esteem attached to the armed forces by the civilian sector. The
politicization of the army and jealousy between officers and
noncommissioned officers also lowered morale. During the
years of military rule, morale gradually improved. In the ranks,
however, esprit de corps has generally remained low because of
poor pay and a lack of opportunities for education and promo
tion.

A 1979 purge of the armed forces reversed this trend. By the
late 1980s, morale throughout the armed forces was generally
good because service conditions and the public perception of
the military had improved. Also, the PNDC had improved the
professionalism of the army. Mter Ghana contributed troops to
the ECOMOG peacekeeping force in Liberia in mid-1990, how
ever, morale declined once more, especially among enlisted
personnel, who opposed what they perceived to be an open
ended commitment to a war irrelevant to Ghana. Controversy
arose when some individual Ghanaian soldiers exploited their
position as peacekeepers to enrich themselves by engaging in
black-market activities and other questionable behavior.

Uniforms, Ranks, and Insignia

Each component service has its own distinctive uniforms
and insignia. A~ independence Ghana opted to retain the Brit
ish order of military ranks and corresponding insignia. In the
1990s, Ghanaian ranks are still identical with British ranks and
insignia except that Ghana has substituted a black star or the
Ghanaian coat of arms for the British crown on appropriate
insignia (see fig. 14; fig. 15).

Officers in the army, air force, and navy and enlisted men in
the army and air force wear their insignia on the shoulder.
Naval enlisted men wear their insignia as cap badges except for
leading seamen and first and second class petty officers, who
wear cap badges and shoulder insignia. Field uniforms of the
army are olive green, those of the navy are dark blue, and those
of the air force are light blue. Service caps are identical with
British service caps.

Foreign Military Assistance

Like most Mrican armed forces, the Ghanaian military has
depended on foreign military assistance since independence.
Initially, Ghana looked to the West, especially Britain, for
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equipment, training, and command support. As Ghanaian pol
itics became radicalized and the world divided along East-West
lines, Ghana's military diversified its sources of military aid by
developing ties to radical states such as the former Soviet
Union, China, the German Democratic Republic (GDR, or
East Germany), and Libya. After the Cold War ended, Ghana
again turned to the West for most of its military needs.

Britain

Between 1958 and 1961, Britain not only satisfied all Ghana's
military requirements but also allowed British military person
nel to serve in various command positions in the Ghanaian
armed forces. By the end of 1961, the British had trained forty
three Ghanaian army cadets at Sandhurst and thirty-four at the
British Officer Cadet School, Eaton Hall.

Although it initially had opposed the formation of a Ghana
ian air force and navy, Britain eventually agreed to help train
personnel from these services. In 1960 the British instituted an
air force training and supply program on condition that the
Indian and Israeli advisers who had established the air force
were withdrawn. Additionally, between 1960 and 1963, Britain
supplied twelve Chipmunk trainers, three Heron transports,
and nine Whirlwind and Wessex helicopters.

The Ghanaian navy also benefited from British training.
Each year from 1960 to 1966, four or five Ghanaian naval
cadets attended the Britannia Royal Naval College at Dart
mouth. By early 1967, eighty-seven Ghanaian naval officers and
740 enlisted personnel were serving in British home bases or
were receiving training with the Royal Navy. There also were
twenty-seven officers and forty senior enlisted personnel from
the Royal Navy in Ghanaian command and training positions.

In April 1962, Accra allowed Britain to consolidate its mili
tary presence in Ghana by creating the Joint Services Training
Team (JSTT). This organization, which was composed of offic
ers and ranks from the three services under the command of a
brigadier, began its work with a total personnel strength of 248
officers and men. The JSTT provided training and advisory
support; some British officers also assumed command positions
in the Ghanaian air force and navy. There were no British com
manders in the army. The JSTT continued to function until
1?71, when Ghana terminated its training agreement with Brit
am.
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Even after Accra diversified its sources of foreign military
assistance and Africanized the armed forces, however, Britain
continued to be active in Ghana. In 1974—75 the Vosper
Thornycroft shipyard refitted a corvette warship under a
US$2.5 million contract. In 1978 Fairey Marine provided a
Spear MK 2 Class coastal patrol boat to the Ghanaian navy.. In
March 1984, the British firm Plessy reported that it had
arranged to furnish Ghana with equipment for air traffic con-
trol. The British also received an August 1985 contract for
about US$75,000 worth of electronics equipment. A few years
later, Britain agreed to refurbish four Skyvan military and VIP
transports; by mid-1991, the British had completed work on
two of these aircraft and delivered them to Ghana. A limited
number of British military personnel also participated in joint
exercises with the Ghanaian armed forces.

Canada

From 1962 to 1968, Canada maintained a significant military
presence in Ghana. This relationship began on January 8,
1962, when Ottawa established a thirty-member Canadian
Armed Forces Training Team (CAFTTG) to assist with the
training of young Ghanaian officers. Except for pay and allow-
ances, Ghana bore the cost of this training program. During
their time in Ghana, CAFTTG personnel served at the Teshi
Military Academy (later Ghana Military Academy), the Military
Hospital, the Ministry of Defence, Army Headquarters, the
Armed Forces Training School (Kumasi), the Air Force Station
(Takoradi), the Airborne School (Tamale), and the Training
School (Accra). RCAF pilots also augmented the RAF team
that was training Ghanaian air force pilots. In 1969, the Cana-
dian government decided to phase out all military assistance
programs in developing countries. Ottawa later reversed this
decision, however, and established a one-man CAFTTG office
in Ghana until 1982, when this individual returned to Canada.

Apart from training assistance, Canada also provided a mod-
est amount of military equipment to Ghana during the imme-
diate postindependence period. Shortly after the Ghanaian air
force was formed, Ghana purchased numerous aircraft from
Canada, including fourteen Beavers, twelve Otters, and eight
twin-engined Caribou transports.
Soviet Union

In January 1958, Ghana and the Soviet Union opened diplo-
matic relations. According to many Western observers, Moscow
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planned to use Ghana as a base to extend its influence and
communism throughout West Africa. Nkrumah, on the other
hand, hoped that close relations with the Soviet Union would
enable him to diversify Ghana's sources of military assistance.
Ghana temporarily achieved its goal; Moscow, however, failed
to establish a communist foothold in West Africa.

The two countries maintained a multifaceted military rela-
tionship. In 1961 Ghana purchased eight Ilyushin—18s, on
credit, at more than US$1.5 million each. High operating coats
forced the Ghanaian government to return four of these air-
craft to the Soviet Union and to transfer the other four to
Ghana Airways. Two years later, Moscow presented an Mi—4
helicopter to Nkrumah as a personal gift. In 1965, after a year
of internal unrest and several assassination attempts against
him, Nkrumah concluded an arms deal with the Soviet Union
for the purchase of weapons for the presidential guard. The
shipment included twenty-four light artillery pieces, twenty-one
medium mortars, fifteen antiaircraft guns, twenty heavy
machine guns, and a large amount of ammunition.

Apart from these military sales and the gift of a helicopter,
the Soviet Union deployed an array of military, security, and
technical advisers to Ghana in the 1960s. In 1964, for example,
Soviet crews manned four patrol boats based at Tema; accord-
ing to anti-Nkrumah elements, these patrol boats cruised the
coast of Ghana and carried arms to opposition groups in
nearby countries. By early 1966, the Soviet Union had begun
construction of a new air base near Tamale in northern Ghana.
Soviet instructors worked at secret Bureau of African Affairs
camps, at the Kwame Nkrumah Ideological Institute in Win-
neba, and at numerous other security and military training
facilities. Additionally, at least seventy-six Ghanaian army offi-
cer cadets attended military schools in the Soviet Union.
Ghana Young Pioneers also received training at Komsomol
schools in the Soviet Union.

After the downfall of Nkrumah in 1966, up to 1,100 Soviet
personnel were expelled from Ghana. The new government
broke diplomatic relations with Moscow and terminated all
military assistance agreements. In the following years, Soviet-
Ghanaian cooperation was minimal. In the mid-1980s, Ghana
unsuccessfully petitioned the Soviet Union to reactivate some
of the projects that had been abandoned after Nkrumah was
overthrown. In late 1986, Ghana's National Secretariat of Com-
mittees for the Defence of the Revolution reportedly signed an
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agreement with the Soviet Union for assistance in training
national cadres. At the end of the 1980s, an unknown number
of secret service personnel and commandos received training
in the Soviet Union. As of late 1994, there was no indication
that Ghana and Russia, the most powerful of the successor
states of the former Soviet Union, had concluded any military
assistance agreements.

German Democratic Republic

Like other major communist powers, East Germany sought
to exploit Kwame Nkrumah's radicalism to erode Western
influence in Ghana and to use Ghana as a base for spreading
communism throughout West Africa. The relationship between
the two countries began in 1964, when Ghana's Bureau of Afri-
can Affairs approached the East German Trade Mission in
Accra and requested intelligence training for its staff. Subse-
quently, two East German officers who worked for the Ministry
of State Security traveled to Ghana to assess the bureau's train-
ing requirements. One of these officers remained in Ghana
and inaugurated a "Secret Service and Intelligence Work"
course for seven members of the Bureau of African Affairs.
This officer later offered an "Intelligence Work Under Diplo-
matic Cover" course for six other people who worked in the
Bureau of African Affairs and who eventually were assigned to
posts in Zambia, Nigeria, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, and
Burundi. East Germany also helped the Ghanaian government
to create an intelligence section in the Bureau of African
Affairs. These activities ended after Nkrumah's downfall.

China

Next to the former Soviet Union, China was the most active
communist nation in Ghana. Chinese activities began in Octo-
ber 1962, when Beijing provided a loan for the construction of
two arms factories; Ghana, however, never used the funds. Two
years later, the two countries signed a secret agreement for the
provision of military equipment and advisers for Ghana's "free-
dom fighters." In late 1964, a five-member team of Chinese
guerrilla warfare experts arrived at Half Assini Training Camp.
Shortly thereafter, this team inaugurated a twenty-day course
that consisted of training in the manufacture and the use of
explosives, guerrilla tactics, and "basic guiding and thinking on
armed struggle." Other Chinese instructors offered another
course at Obenimase Camp in Ashanti Region on strategy and
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tactics, explosives, weapons use, telecommunications, and bat-
tlefield first aid. An unknown number of Ghanaians also
attended a three-month espionage training course in China.
Students from many other African nations, including Zaire,
Niger, Cameroon, Fernando Po, Tanzania, Zambia, Rwanda,
Togo, Côte d'Ivoire, Burkina, Gabon, Nigeria, and Guinea, also
received intelligence training from the Chinese in Ghana.

After the 1966 change of government, Ghana expelled 430
Chinese nationals, including three intelligence officers and
thirteen guerrilla warfare specialists. Although they resumed
diplomatic relations in 1972, Ghana and China never re-initi-
ated significant military ties.

Israel

In April 1959, Israel, with help from India, supervised the
establishment of the Ghanaian air force. A small Israeli team
also trained aircraft maintenance personnel and radio techni-
cians at the Accra-based Air Force Trade Training School.
Although the British persuaded Nkrumah to withdraw Israeli
advisers from Ghana in 1960, Ghanaian pilots continued to
receive some training at aviation schools in Israel. After Nkru-
mahs overthrow, Israeli military activities in Ghana ended.

United States

Military relations between Ghana and the United States have
been minimal and have been concentrated in the Interna-
tional Military Education and Training (IMET) program,
which includes professional military education, management,
and technical training. Between fiscal year (FY) 1950 and FY
1990, the value of training under the IMET program amounted
to US$3.5 million. Estimated IMET figures for FY 1991 were
US$252,000; for FY 1992, US$175,000; and for FY 1993,
US$250,000. No credits under the United States Foreign Mili-
tary Sales program were given to Ghana after 1955; in FY 1995,
however, $300,000 in credits was reportedly made available. Pri-
vate United States companies received about US$905,000
worth of commercial export licenses for Ghanaian arms pur-
chases from FY 1950 to FY 1990.

Italy

Since independence, Ghana has relied on Italy for an array
of military aircraft. In early 1966, the Ghanaian air force estab-
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lished ajet fighter/ground-attack squadron, which was com-
posed of seven Italian Aermacchi MB—326s (within two years,
three of these aircraft crashed and were later replaced). A
small group of Italian Air Force instructors supervised this
squadron. In 1983 and 1984, the Ghanaian air force accepted
delivery of eight SIAI—Marchetti SF—260TP turboprop trainers.
In mid-1987, Ghana ordered two Aermacchi MB—339 jet train-
ers from Italy.

Libya

Little is known about the Ghanaian-Libyan military relation-
ship. An unknown number of Libyan military personnel have
participated in Ghanaian military exercises as observers. Dur-
ing the second Rawlings regime, an undetermined number of
Libyan soldiers received jungle warfare training in Ghana. In
May 1983, the Ghanaian government acknowledged that it had
received unspecified quantities of military equipment, mostly
artillery pieces and ammunition, as gifts from Libya. To all
appearances, Accra's ties to Libya weakened after Ghana
moved closer to the West in the late 1980s.

State Security Services

The origins of Ghana's police force lie in efforts by the Brit-
ish council of merchants to protect trading routes and depots.
In 1830 the committee hired numerous guards and escorts.
Fourteen years later, the British established the 120-member
Gold Coast Militia and Police (GCMP). The authorities dis-
banded this force in 1860 and created a ninety-member corps
called the Queen's Messengers. Military units assumed the
GCMPs paramilitary duties.

During the Asante wars, the Queen's Messengers joined the
Hausa Constabulary, imported from Nigeria, and formed the
Gold Coast Armed Police Force. In 1876 the British reorga-
nized this unit into the Gold Coast Constabulary, which was
divided into two forces in 1901, with the paramilitary mission
assigned to the Gold Coast Regiment and the police functions
given to the Gold Coast Police Force. The Northern Territories
Constabulary, which the British created in 1907, joined the
Gold Coast Police Force shortly after World War I. This left the
Gold Coast with one police force, a situation that prevailed
until independence.
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During the 1950s, the British instituted several changes in
the Gold Coast Police Force to modernize, enlarge, and better
equip the force. Of greater importance was Britain's decision
to Africanize the police. During the first decade of this century,
the British had restricted access to senior positions in all
branches of the colonial administration. This restriction
became a major concern of Ghanaian nationalists, who agi
tated against it, an action that gradually caused a reduction in
the number of British officers. In 1951, for example, sixty-four
of eighty senior police officers were foreigners; however, by
1958, only eleven of 128 senior officers were foreigners.

This Mricanization continued under Nkrumah. In 1958
Nkrumah appointed the first Ghanaian police commissioner,
E.R.T. Madjitey. By the early 1960s, the only expatriates who
remained on the force were a few technical advisers and
instructors. Nkrumah, however, distrusted the police. Mter an
unsuccessful assassination attempt against Nkrumah in 1964 by
a police constable, he disarmed the police, discharged nine
senior officers, detained eight others, and removed the Border
Guards unit from the police and placed it under military con
trol. Nkrumah also reduced the size of the police force from
13,247 in 1964 to 10,709 in 1965.

Mter the demise of the Nkrumah regime, the size of the
police force increased from 17,692 in 1966 to 19,895 in 1968.
The government also restored the Border Guards unit to
police control (in 1972 this unit again became an autonomous
unit). By the early 1980s, the police enjoyed respect from most
Ghanaians because, for the most part, they were not involved
with government attempts to suppress political dissidents or to
punish those suspected of trying to overthrow the Rawlings
regime, duties normally assigned to the armed forces.

In 1993 Ghana's law enforcement establishment consisted of
351 police officers, 649 inspectors, and 15,191 personnel in
other grades distributed among 479 stations. The national
headquarters are in Accra; they operate under command of an
inspector general. An eight-member Police Council, estab
lished in 1969, advises the inspector general on all personnel
and policy matters. The inspector general supervises ten police
regions, each commanded by an assistant commissioner of
police. The police regions in turn are divided into districts, sta
tions, and posts. The police service is composed of General
Administration, Criminal Investigations Department, Special
Branch, Police Hospital, and National Ambulance Service.
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Recruitment into the police is conducted at the rank-and-file
and the commissioned-officer levels. All recruits must be
between eighteen and thirty-four years of age, must pass a med
ical examination, and must have no criminal record. Escort
Police applicants must have at least basic facility in spoken
English, General Police applicants must have completed mid
dle school or junior secondary school, and officer corps appli
cants must hold a university degree.

Training for rank-and-file personnel in the Escort and the
General Police forces is conducted at the Elmina police depot;
Escort Police also have been trained at several regional depots.
Since 1975 recruits have attended a nine-month course of
instruction in physical training and drill, firearms use,
unarmed combat, and first aid. Escort Police are given general
education and instruction in patrol and escort duties. General
Police are trained in criminal law and procedures, methods of
investigation, current affairs, and social sciences.

The Accra Police College, established in 1959, offers a nine
month officer cadet course and two- to six-week refresher
courses in general and technical subjects. Police officers staff
the college; guest lecturers come from the police, other gov
ernment agencies, and universities. The officer cadet course
offers instruction in criminal law and procedures, laws of evi
dence, police administration, finance, social sciences, practical
police work, and physical fitness. Upon graduation, cadets are
sworn in and promoted to assistant superintendent.

Since the early 1990s, the reputation of the police has
improved, primarily because fewer individual officers have
used their positions to extort money from civilians. Moreover,
an increasing number of police have been deployed overseas to
support Ghana's commitment to international peacekeeping
operations. In 1992-93, for example, a police contingent
served with the United Nations Transitional Authority in Cam
bodia. In addition to supervising local police and maintaining
law and order, this contingent also tried to prevent gross viola
tions of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Criminal Justice

Prior to the advent of British imperial rule, traditional law,
which sought to maintain social equilibrium and to ensure
communal solidarity, governed social relations among Ghana's
peoples. Among the Talensi ethnic group of northern Ghana,
for example, homicide was viewed as a transgression against
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the earth, one's ancestors, and the victim's lineage. Deterrence
from crime or rehabilitation of an offender were not objectives
of the legal system. Among the Asante, the same concern with
social equilibrium and communal solidarity prevailed. Serious
crimes such as murder, unintentional homicide, suicide, sexual
offenses, treason, cowardice in war, witchcraft, and crimes
against the chief were termed oman akyiwade, offenses that
threatened the mystical communion between the community
on the one hand and one's ancestors and Asante gods on the
other. The authorities punished such behavior with a sentence
of death in the case of murder or by the sacrifice of an appro
priate animal in the case of lesser offenses. Efisem, or minor
crimes, did not rupture this relationship; hence, an offender
could repay his debt to society with a ritual impata, or compen
sation.

The British imposed upon Ghana's traditional societies crim
inallaws and penal systems designed to "keep the multitude in
order" rather than to preserve the equilibrium between the
human and spiritual worlds. The development of penal law,
however, was uneven. From 1828 to 1842, a council of mer
chants exercised criminal jurisdiction in and around British
forts on the coast. The council often abused this power,
thereby alienating many Ghanaians. Mter creating the Gold
Coast Colony in 1874, the British gradually reformed and
improved the legal and the penal systems. Mter more than a
century of legal evolution, the application of traditional law to
criminal acts disappeared. Since 1961 the criminal law adminis
tered by the court system has been statutory and based on a
Criminal Code. This code is founded on British common law,
doctrines of equity, and general statutes which were in force in
Britain in 1874, as amended by subsequent Ghanaian ordi
nances.

Criminal Code and Courts

Two of the three categories of offenses cited in the Criminal
Code concern transgressions against the individual. The third
category includes a series of offenses against public order,
health and morality, and the security of the state, as well as
piracy, perjury, rioting, vagrancy, and cruelty to animals. Sev
eral offenses reflect Ghana's traditional laws, including drum
ming with the intent to provoke disorder, cocoa smuggling,
and settlement of private disputes by methods of traditional
ordeal.
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Criminal Court procedure is guided by the Criminal Proce
dure Code of 1960 as subsequently amended. As in British law,
habeas corpus is allowed, and the courts are authorized to
release suspects on bail. Ghana's legal system does not use
grand juries, but, in accordance with constitutionally guaran
teed fundamental rights, defendants charged with a criminal
offense are entitled to a trial by jury.

Five degrees of offenses are recognized in Ghana. Capital
offenses, for which the maximum penalty is death by hanging,
include murder, treason, and piracy. First-degree felonies pun
ishable by life imprisonment are limited to manslaughter, rape,
and mutiny. Second-degree felonies, punishable by ten years'
imprisonment, include intentional and unlawful harm to per
sons, perjury, and robbery. Misdemeanors, punishable by vari
ous ter ms of imprisonment, include assault, theft, unlawful
assembly, official corruption, and public nuisances. Increased
penalties apply to individuals with a prior criminal record. Cor
poral punishment is not permitted. Punishments for juveniles
are subject to two restrictions: no death sentence may be
passed against ajuvenile, and no juvenile under age seventeen
may be imprisoned. Regulations and laws such as these are not
applied equitably. Indeed, defendants habitually resort to one
or another measure to avoid or ameliorate punishment.

The Ghanaian court system is a multifaceted organization.
The Supreme Court of Ghana, which consists of the chief jus
tice and four other justices, is the final court of appeal and has
jurisdiction over matters relating to the enforcement or the
interpretation of constitutional law. The Court of Appeal,
which includes the chiefjustice and not fewer than five other
judges, has jurisdiction to hear and to determine appeals from
any judgment, decree, or High Court of Justice order. The
High Court ofJustice, which consists of the chief justice and
not fewer than twelve other justices, has jurisdiction in all mat
ters, civil and criminal, other than those involving treason.

Before mid-1993, lower courts consisted of circuit courts,
which had jurisdiction in civil matters and in all criminal cases
except offenses in which the maximum punishment was death
or the offense was treason; district or magistrate courts, with
jurisdiction over civil suits and criminal cases except first
degree felonies; and juvenile courts, empowered to hear
charges against persons under seventeen years of age. In 1982
the PNDC created a parallel hierarchy of special courts called
public tribunals, which exercised only criminal jurisdiction,
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including some offenses under the Criminal Code (see The
Judiciary, ch. 4). Members of the public tribunals and their
panels were mostly lay people who sat with lawyers. Proceed
ings were often swift and could result in death sentences.
There were no provisions for appeals until 1984, when the
PNDC established the National Public Tribunal, which con
sisted of three to five members, to receive appeals from lower
tribunals. Its decisions, however, were final and could not be
appealed. In 1982 a five- to seven-member Special Military Tri
bunal was also established to handle crimes committed by mili
tary personnel.

InJuly 1993, the Parliament of the Fourth Republic incorpo
rated the public tribunals into the existing lower courts system,
except for the National Public Tribunal, which was abolished.
A new hierarchy of lower courts was established consisting of
community tribunals, circuit tribunals, and regional tribunals.
The tribunals have original jurisdiction in both civil and crimi
nal cases, and decisions can be appealed through higher
courts. In late 1994, indications were that the new tribunals
had not yet begun to function in many parts of the country, at
least partly for lack of funds.

Prison System

There was no prison system in traditional Ghanaian societ
ies. In the mid-nineteenth century, the British council of mer
chants established a network of harsh prisons in forts such as
Cape Coast Castle. By 1850 four such prisons could hold up to
129 prisoners. Convicts usually worked on road gangs. The Pris
ons Ordinance of 1860 outlined regulations for the safe-keep
ing of prisoners. Later ordinances further defined the nature
of the colony's prison regimen, or "separate system," which
required solitary confinement by night, penal labor, and a min
imum diet. By the early 1900s, British colonial officials adminis
tered the country's prisons and employed Europeans to work
as guards in the prisons. Mter World War II, Ghanaians gradu
ally replaced these individuals. By 1962 Ghanaians staffed all
positions in the prison system.

Under Nkrumah the government showed little concern for
reform and modernization of the penal system. Mter Nkru
mah's overthrow, the National Liberation Council (NLC)
authorized a civilian commission to investigate the prison sys
tem and to make recommendations for improvements. The
commission's report, issued in 1968, revealed numerous prob-
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lems. Of the country's twenty-nine prisons, nine were judged
unfit for human habitation, two were suitable only for police
lockups, and thirteen were appropriate only for short-term
detainment. Because of corruption and incompetence, how
ever, the NLC failed to act upon the commission's recommen
dations. As a result, prison conditions continued to be
substandard, with poor ventilation, sanitation, and food-prepa
ration facilities.

Ministerial responsibility for the prison system has shifted
periodically since independence, but the operation of prisons

,is fixed by statute and is divided into adult and juvenile correc
tion. The former is governed by the Prisons Ordinance, which
outlines ruRes for prison operation and treatment of prisoners.
The constitution of 1969 established a Prison Service, the
director of which is appointed by the chief executive and is
responsible to the minister of interior. The Criminal Procedure
Code determines procedures for handling young offenders.

The Prisons Service Board formulates prison policy and reg
ulations and administers the country's prisons. The board con
sists of a Public Services Commission member as chairman, the
prison services director, a medical officer of the Ghana Medical
Association, a representative of the attorney general, the prin
cipal secreltary of the Ministry of Employment and Social Wel
fare, and three other appointed members, one of whom must
be a woman and two of whom must be representatives of reli
gious organizations.

To ensure the welfare and the proper treatment of prison
ers, the constitution requires the Prisons Service Board to
ensure tlhat prison conditions are reviewed at intervals of not
less than two years. Reports of unjustified treatment of prison
ers and recommendations for reform measures are required of
the board.

The prisons service is a career establishment with a promo
tion system based on training and merit; its members have
retirement privileges similar to those of other public services.
Prisons service standards require one staff member for every
three prisoners, but the ratio in many institutions has risen to
one to five or more.

Although understaffing has been a long-standing problem,
the quality of prison officers and guards has improved over the
years. Women are included in both categories. Although
recruited from all over the country, prison personnel largely
come from the Ewe and Ga ethnic groups. The prisons service
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maintains a training school and depot at Mamobi, near Accra.
This facility offers a six-month training course for senior staff
members, special courses for matrons, and preparatory courses
for promotion examinations.

In 1992, the most recent year for which data were available,
the prison system consisted of twenty-seven institutions, includ
ing six central prisons for men at Accra (Ussher Fort andJames
Fort), Sekondi, Kumasi, Tamale, and Nsawam; two for women
at Ekuasi (near Sekondi) and at Ho; fifteen local prisons sited
throughout the country, six of which have annexes for women;
and two "open" prisons, one at James Camp near Accra, and
the other at Ankaful near Cape Coast. About 70 percent of
commitments are for less than six months. Outside the crimi
nal justice system, the Ministry of Employment and Social Wel
fare operates probation homes in Accra andJakobu Ashanti for
boys and in Kumasi for girls; detention centers in Accra,
Sekondi, Cape Coast, and Kumasi handle juveniles of both
sexes.

Persons convicted and sentenced to a period of police super
vision (parole) rather than imprisonment are subject to a
licensing arrangement. Violations of the license terms are pun
ishable by one-year imprisonment. Upon convicting an
offender of any age, a court may release that individual on pro
bation for six months to three years. Failure to comply with the
terms of the probation can result in the probationer's having to
serve the sentence for the original offense. Probation has been
used mainly for young persons.

Human Rights

Ever since the Nkrumah government of the late 1950s and
early 1960s, successive Ghanaian governments have devised
policies to contain or to eliminate political opposition. Observ
ers, both domestic and international, point to the Preventive
Detention Act of 1958 as the first major official act of human
rights infringement. Subsequently, international human rights
organizations such as Amnesty International and Africa Watch
have reported many cases of abuse.

The NLC, which ousted Nkrumah in 1966, used authoritar
ian tactics against real and imagined adversaries. The Busia
government, which followed the NLC, also employed harsh
measures against its opponents. Beginning in 1972 when
Acheampong seized power, respect for the state and its institu
tions and laws withered, a development that in turn caused an
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increase in human rights violations. In 1979 Jerry Rawlings
sought to redress this situation by launching an army mutiny,
which led to several executions, including those of three
former heads of state.

Following a second coup on December 31,1981, Rawlings
promised to put power in the hands of the people by revolu
tionizing the country's political and economic system. To
achieve this goal, Rawlings suspended the constitution, banned
political parties, and arrested numerous party leaders. On Feb
ruary 18,1983, the Rawlings government promulgated PNDC
Law 42, the Provisional National Defence Council (Establish
ment) Proclamation (Supplementary and Consequential Provi
sions) Law, which was retroactive to December 31, 1981.
According to Amnesty International, this law gave the PNDC
and its chairman, Rawlings, "wide and apparently arbitrary
power over the citizens of Ghana." Additionally, Amnesty Inter
national voiced concern about the establishment of public tri
bunals to try political criminals, the detention without trial of
suspected government opponents, the imprisonment after an
unfair trial of such people, reports of arbitrary killings by
armed forces personnel, and the beating and ill treatment of
political opponents and criminals by armed forces personnel.

Since the late 1980s, Ghana has continued to experience
human rights problems. These include restrictions on such
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basic rights as fre,edom of speech, freedom of the press, free
dom of religion, and freedom of assembly; the right of citizens
to change their government; and due process of law. In June
1989, Ghanaian authorities established regulations for register
ing all religious organizations, froze the assets of four
churches, and expelled expatriate missionaries who were J eho
vah's Witnesses or Mormons. Additionally, the PNDC detained
the president and the secretary general of the Ghana Bar Asso
ciation without charge for more than a week after the associa
tion announced its intention to hold a conference
commemorating the 1982 murder of three judges by soldiers.
Mter the association canceled its plans, the government
released the president and the secretary general.

Ghanaian authorities also arrested numerous American citi
zens who belonged to a religious group known as the Black
Hebrews and held them without charge for lengthy periods. In
September 1989, the Ministry of Defence ordered the impris
onment of Major Courage Quarshigah and four others for
"their alleged involvement in activities which could have com
promised the security of the state," that is, for having attempted
a coup. Eventually, the government detained another group of
five people in connection with the so-called Quarshigah Mfair.
By the end of 1989, there were about 200 political detainees
and prisoners. The government failed to respond to appeals by
Amnesty International to investigate reported mistreatment of
these detainees and prisoners.

Significant restrictions on personal freedoms continued in
1990. Summary arrests' and detention without formal charges
were also numerous. Additionally, Lebanese and other resident
foreign businessmen were jailed and held without formal
charges and without benefit of trial. In August 1990, authorities
charged the chairman and other officials of the Movement for
Freedom and Justice, a political group that advocated greater
respect for human rights and democratization, with conspiracy
and publication of a false statement regarding their detention.
The movement's officials later retracted their charge of illegal
detention and apologized to the government.

According to Mrica Watch, the Ghanaian government in
1991 continued to hold at least seventy-six political prisoners
and other detainees. In a radio interview on May 31, 1991, Sec
retary for Foreign Mfairs Obed Asamoah claimed that some of
these detainees were subversives. If they were brought to trial,
Asamoah added, they would be convicted and executed. In late
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1991, the PNDC arrested several opposition leaders for criticiz
ing the Rawlings regime. Human-rights advocates also reported
various examples of mistreatment of prisoners, such as keeping
them in isolation for long periods and in dark, small cells with
out clothes or bedding. During political demonstrations, the
police were often accused of using excessive force against anti
government elements.

With the introduction of the 1992 constitution, observers
hoped that Ghana's human rights record would improve
because the new constitution contains a system of checks and
balances, it guarantees basic human rights and freedoms, and
it provides for an autonomous organization called the Commis
sion on Human Rights and Administrative Justice. This com
mission, established in September 1993, is empowered to
investigate alleged human rights violations, and it may take
action to remedy proven abuses.

When the commission uncovers a human rights violation, it
can seek resolution through negotiation, report the incident to
the attorney general or auditor general, or institute proceed
ings. As of late 1994, the commission had received some 2,500
complaints and petitions from Ghanaians with human rights
grievances against present and past governments, of which
about 1,000 had been dealt with.

Another prominent human rights organization is the Ghana
Committee on Human and People's Rights. Established in
early 1991 specifically to watch for and to publicize violations of
basic freedoms, it was credited with contributing ,to an
improved human rights climate in the early 1990s.

Military Trends

Like many African militaries, the Ghanaian armed forces are
in a state of transition. In the past, the military was an impor
tant instrument of state power, the purposes of which were to
defend the country's national security, to suppress domestic
dissidents, and, when necessary, to assume the reins of govern
ment. In the 1990s, growing popular demands for a better
material life, for democratization, and for respect for human
rights are slowly changing the nature of Ghana's military estab
lishment.

Mter seizing power in 1981, the Rawlings regime assigned a
high priority to economic development, and it downplayed the
necessity for a large, traditional military. As part of an interna
tional financial and economic aid program, the World Bank
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and the IMF forced Ghana to keep its military budget low. For
this reason, there have been no major weapons purchases for at
least a decade, and many of Ghana's more sophisticated weap
ons systems have fallen into disrepair. By the late 1980s, it had
also become evident that most Ghanaians favored a multiparty,
rather than a military, form of government and that they
opposed the use of the armed forces as an instrument to
silence political debate.

These trends are likely to continue for the foreseeable
future. By the beginning of the twenty-first century, additional
budget cuts doubtless will have further reduced the size of the
Ghanaian armed forces. Moreover, the government will be
increasingly unwilling or unable to finance the high costs of
acquiring, operating, and maintaining advanced weapons.

Despite the inevitable downsizing of the Ghanaian military
establishment, Accra undoubtedly will maintain and perhaps
will increase its commitment to international peacekeeping
forces. Ghana also is likely to support efforts to persuade the
Organization of Mrican Unity to take up the role of peace
keeper on the Mrican continent. The success of Ghana's future
participation in peacekeeping operations will depend on the
ability of its armed forces to adapt to highly demanding service
in far-off countries.

* * *
Historically, the Ghanaian armed forces have played a signif

icant role in the life of the country. As a result, there is abun
dant literature about the growth and the development of the
Ghanaian military. Useful historical works include Henry
Brackenbury's The Ashanti War: A Narrative, Mary Alice Hodg
son's The Siege of Kumassi, Alan Lloyd's The Drums ofKumasi: The
Story of the Ashanti·Wars, and Frederick Myatt'S The Golden Stool:
An Account of the Ashanti War of1900.

The best account of the military during the colonial period
is The History of the Royal West African Frontier Force by A. Hay
wood and F.A.S. Clarke. Other important studies of this era
include Hugh Charles Clifford's The Gold Coast Regiment in the
East African Campaign and Sir Charles Prestwood Lucas's The
Gold Coast and the War.

The postindependence evolution of the Ghanaian armed
forces is examined in Simon Baynham's The Military and Politics
in Nkrumah's Ghana, Robert Pickney's Ghana under Military
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Rule, 1966-1969, Albert Kwesi Ocran's Politics of the Sword: A Per
sonal Memoir on Military Involvement in Ghana and of Problems of
Military Government, and Politicians and Soldiers in Ghana, 1966
1972, edited by Dennis Austin and Robin Luckham.

Material about Ghana's military is also available in a variety
of periodical sources, including West Africa, African DefenceJour
na~ Africa Research Bulletin, and Africa Confidential. Other useful
publications include New African, Africa Events, and The Journal
ofModern African Studies. Two International Institute for Strate
gic Studies annuals, The Military Balance and Strategic Survey, are
essential for anyone wishing to understand the evolution of
Ghana's security forces. The same is true of three other annu
als: Africa Contemporary Record, Africa South of the Sahara, and
World Armaments and Disarmament. The last is published by the
Stoclkholm International Peace Research Institute. (For further
information and complete citations, see Bibliography.)
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Table 1. Metric Conversion Coefficients and Factors

When you know

Millimeters .

Centimeters .

Meters , .

Kilometers .

Hectares (10,0002) .

Square kilometers .

Cubic meters .

Liters .

Kilograms .

Metric tons .

Degrees Celsius (Centigrade)

Multiply by To find

0.04 inches

0.39 inches

3.3 feet

0.62 miles

2.47 acres

0.39 square miles

35.3 cubic feet

0.26 gallons

2.2 pounds

0.98 long tons

1.1 short tons

2,204 pounds

1.8 degrees Fahrenheit
and add 32

Table 2. Population Distribution Uy Region, 1960, 1970, and 19841

(in thousands)

Region 1960

Ashanti .

Brong-Ahafo .

Central .

Eastern .

Greater Accra .

Northern , , .

Upper East .

Upper West .

~ta .

Western .

TOTAL , '" .

1,109.1

587.9

751.4

777.3

491.82

531.6
_3

757.33

1,094.2

626.2

6,726.8

1970 1984

1,481.7 2,090.1

766.5 1,206.6

890.1 1,142.3

1,209.8 1,680.9

903.4 1,431.1

727.6 1,164.6

542.9 772.7

319.9 438.J

947.3 1,211.9

770.1 1.157.8

8,559.3 12,296.0

I Latest available data. Ghana's 1994 population is estimated al17.2 million, but no regional breakdown is
available.

2 Represen Ls only Accra administrative area. The rest of what is now Greater Accra Region was part of East
ern Region in 1960.

S In 1960 Upper East and Upper West regions were combined in Upper Region.

Source: Based on information from Ghana, Monthly Economic Bulletin, Accra, 3, May
1970, 2; Ghana, Statistical Service, Qyarterly Digest ofStatistics, Accra, December

1991, Table 95; and United States, Central Intelligence Agency, The World Fact
book, Washington, 1994, 151.
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Table 3. Population Density, Growth Rate, and Rural-Urban
Distribution !Jy Region, 1970-84

Population Population
Densityl Growth Distributions

Rate2

Region Area4 1970 1984 Rural Urban

Ashanti ........... 24,389 61 86 2.5 67.5 32.5

Brong-Ahafo ....... 39,557 19 31 3.3 73.4 26.6

Central ........... 9,826 91 116 1.8 71.2 28.8

Eastern ........... 19,323 63 87 2.4 72.3 27.7

Greater Accra ...... 3,245 278 441 3.3 17.0 83.0

Northern ......... 70,384 10 17 3.4 74.8 25.2

Upper East ........ 8,842 61 87 2.6 87.1 12.9

UpperWest ........ 18,476 17 24 2.3 89.1 10.9

Volta ............. 20,570 46 59 1.8 79.5 20.5

Western ........... ~ 32 48 3.0 77.4 22.6

GHANA .......... 238,533 36 52 2.6 68.0 32.0

I Persons per square kilometer.
2 Average annual compound rate for 1971Hl4 period, in percentages.
S In percentages, for 1984; towns with 5,000 or more inhabitants.
4 In square kilometers.

Source: Based on information from Ghana, Statistical Service, QJl.arterly Digest ofStatis-
tics, Accra, December 1991, Tables 94,95, and 96.
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Table 6. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at Market Prices, Selected
Years, 1986-921

1986 1988 1990 1992

Total GDP (in billions of cedis)2

Atcurrentpiices 511 1,051 2,032 3,009

Atconstantl987prices 713 787 854 934

Real change (in percentages) 5.1 5.5 3.3 3.9

In billions of United States dollars 4.62 5.11 5.55 6.06

Per capita GDP (in thousands of cedis)

At current prices 38.8 74.8 135.5 188.5

At constant 1987 prices 54.2 56.0 56.9 58.5

Real change (in percentages) 1.7 2.2 0.0 0.9

In United States dollars 352 364 369 380

Latest available data.
2 For value of the cedi—see Glossary.

Source: Based on information from Ghana, Statistical Service, Quarterly Digest of Statis-
tics, Accra, December 1991, Table 87; and Economist Intelligence Unit, Coun-
try Profile: Ghana, 1994-95, London, 1994, 16.
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Table 7. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by Sectoi 1983 and 19911

1983 1991

Sector Value2 Percentage Value2 Percentage

Agriculture

Agriculture and livestock 92,047 50.0 873,493 33.9

Cocoa production and
marketing 10,227 5.6 244,602 9.5

Forestry and logging 5,609 3.0 99,986 3.9

Fishing 2.044 •JJ 33,942 ...L
Total agriculture 109,927 59.7 1,252,024 48.6

Industry

Mining and quarrying 1,944 1.1 45,587 1.8

Manufacturing 7,101 3.9 225,078 8.7

Electricity and water 358 0.2 51,950 2.0

Construction L5 89,195 35
Total industry 12,199 6.6 411,811 16.0

Services

Transportation and 4.2
communications 7,663 114,688 4.5

Wholesale and retail trade 43,120 23.4 442,787 17.2

Finance and insurance 3,311 1.8 107,391 4.2

Government and other 4.7 243,456 9.4

Total services 62,764 34.1 908,322 35.3

Less imputed bank service
charges —2,259 —1.2 —35,461 —1.4

Importduties 1,407 0.8 38,077 1.5

GDP at market prices 184,038 100.0 2,574,774 100.0

Figures may not add to totals because of rounding.
2 At current prices, in millions of cedis (for value of the cedi—see Glossary).

Source: Based on information from Ghana, Statistical Service, Quarterly Digest of Statis-
tics, Accra, 1987, Table 74; and Economist Intelligence Unit, Country Profile:
Ghana, 1994—95, London, 1994, 15.
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Table 8. External Debt, Selected Years, 1986-921
(in millions of United States dollars)

1986 1988 1990 1992

External debt

Long-term 1,754 2,214 2,705 3,131

Short-term 187 72 312 404

IMF credit2 786 762 745 740

Total external debt 2,726 3,048 3,761 4,275

Public disbursed debt

Official creditors 1,464 1,892 2,483 2,894

Private creditors 252 290 189 202

Total public disbursed debt 1,716 2,182 2,672 3,096

Debt service

Principal 112 424 250 185

Interest 111 128 105 115

Total debt service 223 552 356 300

Figures may not add to totals because of rounding.
2 1MF—see Glossary.

Source: Based on information from Economist Intelligence Unit, Country Profile:

Ghana, 1994-95, London, 1994, 34.

Table 9. Public Finance, Selected Years, 1988-94
(in millions of cedis)1

1988 1990 1992 1994

Revenue 153,791 267,347 400,000 1,078,069

Currentexpenditure —111,004 —198,193 —283,000 —742,376

Balance 42,787 69,154 117,000 335,693

Developmentexpenditure —32,893 —56,280 —157,000 —174,200

Net lending2 iis -93457

Overall balance 3,911 3,387 na. 68,036

Financing

Domestic —6,166 —27,977 na. —151,813

External 2,255 24,590 na. 83,777

For value of the cedi—see Glossary.
2 Net loans, advances, and investment in public boards, corporations, and companies.

na—not available.

Source: Based on information from Ghana, Statistical Service, Quarterly Digest of Statzs-
tics, Accra, December 1991, Table 33; and Economist Intelligence Unit, Coun-
try Profile: Ghana, 1994-95, London, 1994, 28.
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Table 10. Balance ofPayments, Selected Years, 1986-941
(in millions of United States dollars)

1986 1988 1990 1992 19942

Merchandise exports

Merchandise imports

Trade balance

Exports of services

Imports of services

Net private transfers

Net official transfers

Current account balance

Direct investment

Other capital

Capital account balance

Figures may not add to totals because of rounding.
2 Estimated.

na—not available.

773 881 891 986 1,246

zL7 Q
61 —112 —308 —470 —514

45 78 93 129 n.a.2

—344 —400 —429 —505 n.a.

72 172 202 255 n.a.

123 196 214 214 na.
—43 —66 —228 —378 —190

4 5 15 22 na.

59 204 310 299 na.

63 209 325 321 na.

Source: Based on information from Economist Intelligence Unit, Country Profile:
Ghana, 1993-94, London, 1993, 32; Economist Intelligence Unit, Country
Report: Ghana [London], No. 3, 1994, 6; and Economist Intelligence Unit,
Country Profile: Ghana, 1994-95, London, 1994, 32.
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Table 11. Major Political Parties and Military Regimes, 1897-1 994

Period Description

1897—1920s British West Africa Aborigine Rights Protection Society. Founded by small
urban elite to protect property rights from British encroachment. Became
limited vehicle for later tribal leader protest as well.

1920s National Congress of British West Africa. Regional educated elites first effort
to influence British to provide some elected voice for Africans.

1947—55 United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC). Postwar movement of educated
Africans demanding a voice in government. Brought Kwame Nkrumah back
from Britain as its secretary.

1949-66 Convention Peoples Party (CPP). Founded byNkrumah. Served as main
force for independence, then as his vehicle to power and rule. Governing
party, 1957—66. Abolished after 1966 coup.

1954—56 National Liberation Movement (NLM). Conservative, federalist opposition
to CPP in crucial 1956 election. LargelyAsante-based. Joined United Party
(UP).

1955—1960s United Party (UP). Led by Kofi A. Busia. Unified NLM and other CPP oppo-
nents as CPPs primary opposition. Gradually crushed by government.

1966—70 National Liberation Council (NLC). Name adopted by army and police lead-
ers of coup that overthrew Nkrumah. Dedicated to return to democratic
civilian rule.

1969—72 Progress Party (PP). Led by Busia and consisting of former UP supporters.
Won 1969 election. Lost support of people and army through efforts to
impose order on country's economy.

National Alliance of Liberals (NAL). Led by KA. Gbedemah and consisting
of other followers of CPP's right wing. Defeated byPP in 1969.Joined othera
in opposition Justice Party QP).

1972—75 National Redemption Council (NRC). Name adopted by Lieutenant Colonel
Ignatius K Acheampong and associates after overthrow of Busia govern-
ment. Ruled country without civilian input, with soldiers assigned to every
organization.

1975—79 Supreme Military Council (SMC). Created byAcheampong out of the NRC.
After ouster of Acheampong in 1978, began steps toward civilian rule, calling
for elections inJune 1979. On eve of elections, overthrown byjunior officers
of Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC).

1978—81 People's National Party (PNP). Created to contest 1979 election. Attracted
former NAL members and others. Chose Hilla Limann as its candidate and
won election by slim majority.

Popular Front Party (PFP). Party of former Busia supporters. Formed opposi-
tion in new parliament.

1979 Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC). Name adopted by Flight Lieu-
tenantJerry Rawlings and associates after Ghana's first violent coup. Without
concrete platform except to punish corruption. Withdrew in favor of elected
Limann government after four months in power.

1982—92 Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC). Composed of leaders of Raw-
lings's second coup. With considerable evolution of personnel and objec-
tives, continued until 1992 to be sole center of political power in Ghana.

1992—94 National Democratic Congress (NDC), National Independence Party (NIP),
New Patriotic Party (NPP),People's Heritage Party (PI-IP), and People's
National Convention (PNC) were major parties organized to contest 1992
presidential election. NDC party of Rawlings and PNDC; NPP largely Asante-
based, nominated Adu Boahen; NIP, PHP, and PNC all Nkrumahists. NDC
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Table 11. Major Political Parties and Military Regimes, 1897-1994

Period Description

1992—94 elected, formed first government under Fourth Republic; remaining parties
formed opposition. In 1993 NIP and PHP formed (new) People's Conven-
tion Party (PCP).

Table 12. Voting Patterns in the District Assembly Elections by Region,
1988-89

Region District Candidates Registered Votes Cast
Percentage

Voters Turnout

Ashanti 18 2,211 950,222 577,735 60.8

Brong-Ahafo 13 1,629 650,143 391,489 60.2

Central 12 1,421 549,564 307,668 56.0

Eastern 15 1,825 744,160 452,449 60.8

Greater Accra 5 693 792,012 350,861 44.3

Northern 13 1,471 508,560 308,191 60.6

Upper East 6 822 358,174 222,068 62.0

Upper West 5 458 212,192 143,017 67.4

Volta 12 1,343 568,590 334,445 58.6

Western 11 969 589,221 328,479 55.3

GHANA 110 12,842 5,922,838 3,416,402 58.9

Source: Based on information from Ghana, Local Government Information Digest, Special
Editions I and II, Nos. 4—5, Accra, 1989.
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Glossary

asafo-Traditional warrior organization of the Akan and other
coastal peoples of southern Ghana, originating in the early
seventeenth century or earlier. Traditionally, the asafo
served as an independent outlet for popular dissatisfac
tion, and they had a voice in the enthronement (enstool
ment) and dethronement (destoolment) of chiefs. Among
other tasks, the asafo performed police and militia duties,
collected tribute, and built roads. People's Defence Com
mittees and Committees for the Defence of the Revolution
of the Provisional National Defence Council era were
inspired in part by the asafo tradition.

AsantelAshanti-Terms used interchangeably to refer to what
are probably the best-known people and state among the
Akan. Asante is the original Akan term. Ashanti, according
to popular accounts, is a corruption that originated early
in the colonial period. Although Asante is now preferred,
Ashanti remains in use in contemporary Ghana, for exam
ple, Ashanti Region.

cedi (pI. cedis; ¢ or c)-Ghanaian unit of currency, composed
of 100 pesewas. Introduced after independence by Kwame
Nkrumah, it has undergone several devaluations, includ
ing one that proved politically unpopular in December
1971. In 1982 the value of the cedi was US$1.00 = 2.75
cedis. In October 1983, the Provisional National Defence
Council further devalued the cedi, which produced an
exchange rate of US$I.00 =90 cedis in March 1986. Begin
ning in September 1986, the cedi was freed to float against
other currencies, which yielded an exchange rate of
US$1.00 = 326 cedis by 1990 and US$1.00 = 1,040 cedis by
late 1994.

clan-A group whose members are descended in the male line
from a putative common male ancestor (patriclan) or in
the female line from a putative common female ancestor
(matriclan). Clans may be divided into subclans organized
on the same principle or into lineages (q. v.) believed to be
linked by descent from a common ancestor less remote
than the founding ancestor of the clan.

fiscal year (FY)-An annual period established for accounting
purposes. In Ghana, the government's fiscal year is the
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same as the calendar year.
Global 2000—Program founded and chaired by Jimmy Carter,

former president of the United States, to deliver agricul-
tural assistance to farmers in the developing world. Pro-
vides improved seedlings, financial assistance, and
extension services, and has as its goal the attainment of
agricultural self-sufficiency in participating countries.
Ghana became a member country in the mid-1980s.

gross domestic product (GDP)—A measure of the total value of
goods and services produced by the domestic economy
during a given period, usually one year. Obtained by add-
ing the value contributed by each sector of the economy in
the form of profits, compensation to employees, and
depreciation (consumption of capital). The income aris-
ing from investments and possessions owned abroad is not
included, hence the use of the word domestic to distinguish
GDP from gross national product (q. v.).

gross national product (GNP)—Total market value of all final
goods and services produced by an economy during a year.
Obtained by adding the gross domestic product (q.v.) and
the income received from abroad by residents minus pay-
ments remitted abroad to nonresidents.

International Monetary Fund (IMF)—Established on July 22,
1944, the IMF began operating along with the World Bank
(q.v.) on December 27, 1945. The IMF is a specialized
agency affiliated with the United Nations that takes
responsibility for stabilizing international exchange rates
and payments. The IMF's main business is the provision of
loans to its members when they experience balance-of-pay-
ments difficulties. These loans often carry conditions that
require substantial internal economic adjustments by the
recipients.

lineage—A group whose members are descended through
males from a common male ancestor (patrilineage) or
through females from a common female ancestor (matri-
lineage). Such descent can in principle be traced. Lin-
eages vary in genealogical depth from the lineage ancestor
to living generations; the more extensive ones often are
internally segmented. A lineage is generally a branch of a
clan (q.v.).

matriclan—A group of men and women who are descended in
the female line from a putative common female ancestor.

matrilineage—A group of male and female descendants of a
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female ancestor, each of whom is related to the common
ancestor through female forebears.

patrician—A group of men and women who are descended in
the male line from a putative common male ancestor.

patrilineage—A group of male and female descendants of a
male ancestor, each of whom is related to the common
ancestor through male forebears.

Shia (also Shiite, from Shiat Au, the Party of Ali)—A member
of the smaller of the two great divisions of Islam. In the
mid-seventh century, the Shia supported the hereditary
claim of Ali, the Prophet Muhammad's cousin and son-in-
law, and of his descendants to presumptive right to the
Islamic caliphate and leadership of the Muslim commu-
nity. On this issue, they divided from the Sunnis, the larger
of the two great divisions of Islam.

World Bank—Informal name used to designate a group of four
affiliated international institutions: the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), the Interna-
tional Development Association (IDA), the International
Finance Corporation (IFC), and the Multilateral Invest-
ment Guarantee Agency (MIGA). The IBRD, established
in 1945, has the primary purpose of providing loans to
developing countries for productive projects. The IDA, a
legally separate loan fund administered by the staff of the
IBRD, was set up in 1960 to furnish credits to the poorest
developing countries on much easier terms than those of
conventional IBRD loans. The IFC, founded in 1956, sup-
plements the activities of the IBRD through loans and
assistance specifically designed to encourage the growth of
productive private enterprises in the less developed coun-
tries. The MIGA, founded in 1988, insures private foreign
investment in developing countries against various non-
commercial risks. The president and certain senior offi-
cers of the IBRD hold the same positions in the IFC. The
four institutions are owned by the governments of the
countries that subscribe their capital. To participate in the
World Bank group, member states must first belong to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF—q. v.).
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Abacha, Sani, 243
Aborigines' Rights Protection Society, 24
Abu, Katharine, 99
Accelerated Development Plan for Edu-

cation, 95, 118—20, 123
Accra, 14, 224; airport at, 183; as capital,

17; noting in, 26; water for, 72
Accra Plains, 63—64; agriculture of, 63—

64; topography of, 63
Accra Police College, 293
Accra Turf Club, 99
Acheampong, Ignatius Kutu, 41—42, 147,

154; executed, 47, 51, 273; forced to
resign, 45, 272

Acheampong government. See National
Redemption Council; Supreme Mili-
tary Council

Achimota College, 22
Achimota School, 118
acquired immune deficiency syndrome

(AIDS), 62, 114—15; awareness pro-
gram, 115; number of cases of, 114,
115; surveillance systems for, 115

Ada people, 81, 88
Adamaflo, Tawia: jailed, 35, 37; opposi-

tion of, to Nkrumah, 35; trial of, 35—
36

Adangbe people, 81
Addo, Edward Akufo, 38
Adjei, Ako:jailed, 35, 37; trial of, 35—36
Administration of Estate (Amendment)

Law (1986), 84
Advanced Level education, 120
Afadjato, Mount, 63, 68
Afram Plains, 69
Afram River, 67, 70, 71
AFRC. See Armed Forces Revolutionary

Council
Africa Must Unite (Nkrumah), 33
African Airways Corporation, 183
African Company of Merchants, 11; dis-

solved, 13—14; Gold Coast controlled
by, 14; treaty of, with Asante, 13

African Fund, 244
African Methodist Episcopal Church,

104

African National Congress, 244
African Timber and Plywood, 167
Africa Watch, 298, 300
Afrifa, A.A.: in Busia government, 38; in

coup of 1966, 36, 270; executed, 47,
51, 273

agricultural development, 159
Agricultural Development Corporation,

147

Agricultural Produce Marketing Board,
147

agricultural production, xxxii, 140, 158
agricultural products (see also un4er indi-

vidual crops), 6; bananas, 6; cacao (see
also cocoa), xxxi, 21, 134, 158, 159;
cassava, 6; coffee, 68, 159; commercial
crops, 162—64; cotton, 162—64; food
crops, 164—65; kenaf, 162; kola nuts,
133, 158; palm, 64, 158, 159, 162; rice,
68; rubber, 162; smuggling of, xxxii,
40, 44, 135; sorghum, 6; sugar, 162;
timber, 158, 159; tobacco, 162

agriculture, 158—68; in the Accra Plains,
63—64; in Akwapim-Togo Ranges, 68;
in Ashanti Uplands, 68; Cuban sup-
port for, 250; employment in, 158;
government budget for, 145—46, 159;
in the high plains, 70; investment in,
186; irrigation in, 64, 71; liberalization
of, 164—65; as percentage of export
earnings, 158; as percentage of gross
domestic product, 139, 158; subsidies
for, 160; under Supreme Military
Council, xxxii; taxes on, 149; in Volta
Delta, 64

Ahanta people, 81
AIDS. See acquired immune deficiency

syndrome
Airborne School, 286
air force: aircraft of, 277, 286, 289—90;

bases, 277, 287; creation of, 268, 289;
foreign assistance to, 280; insignia,
282; number of personnel, 257, 277;
problems in, 181; ranks, 282; training,
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280—81, 283, 289; uniforms, 282
Air Force Station, 286
Air Force Trade Training School, 289
airports, 183, 278
Akan language, 79, 81
Akan Lowlands, 63, 64—67; topography

of, 67
Akan people, 83—85; chiefs of, 84—85;

conflicts among, 85; ethnic groups of,
7, 83; families in, 83—84; geographical
distribution of, xxix, 83; influences
on, 83; inheritance among, 84; migra-
tion of, 6, 83; political system of, 83,
84; religion of, 107—8; religious festi-
vals of, 103—4; slave trade by, 8—9;
socialization of children by, 92; social
organization of, 83—84; stool of, 84;
women, 100

Akan states, 6
Akenten, Oti, 7, 262
Akosombo Accord (1994), 237
Akosombo Dam, xxxii, 68, 176, 178, 238;

construction of, 34, 71, 176; reloca-
tion for, 71

Akuafo Check System, 160
Akuffo, Frederick W.K., 45, 272; exe-

cuted, 47, 51, 273
Akufo-Addo, Edward, 26
Akwamu people, 81, 83, 89
Akwapim language, 82
Akwapim people, 81; conflict of, with

other ethnic groups, 260; religion of,
104

Akwapim-Togo Ranges, 63, 68; climate
of, 68; ethnic groups in, 89

Akyem people, 81, 83
aluminum industry, 176
Al Yaqubi, 5
Amnesty International, 221, 298, 299
Anglican Church, 104
Anglo people, 85
Ankobra River, 67, 70, 71; navigation on,

70, 182—38

Ankra,J.A.: in coup of 1966, 36, 270
Anlo people. SeeAnglo people
Annan, Daniel F., 53—54
Anokye, 7
Anum-Boso people, 86
Appiah,Joseph, 38
archaeological research, 5, 69, 89
Arden-Clarke, Sir Charles, 28, 30
area councils, 225, 227
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armed forces, xxxvi; Africanization of,
268—69, 278, 286; and black market,
260, 274, 282; British officers in, 268—
69, 283; under British rule, 261; cor-
ruption in, 260; deployment of, 277;
educational qualification for, 279;
growth of, 262; history of, 262—66;
materiel of, 269, 277, 286, 289—90,
302; missions of, xxxvi, 229, 257, 268,
271, 277; morale, 281—82; under
Nkrumah, 262; number of personnel
in, 257, 277, 279; organization of, 277;
peacekeeping role of, xxxvi, xxxix,
257—58, 302; political organs of, 199;
political role of, xxxvi; purged, 46—47,
273, 282; term of service in, 279; train-
ing, 279; uniforms, ranks, and insignia
of, 282; women in, 279

Armed Forces Revolutionary Council
(AFRC) (1979), 46—47, 195; formed,
46, 273; objectives of, 195; political
repression by, 201; support for, 47

Armed Forces Training School, 279, 286
army: deployment of, 237; development

of, 268—70; field exercises, 280; insig-
nia, 282; joint exercises, 280; number
of personnel in, 257, 277; organiza-
tion of, 277; ranks, 282; training of,
279—80; uniforms, 282

Army Staff College at Camberley, 279
osafo. See men's associations
Asamoah, Obed, 239, 300
Asante confederacy, 79; expansion of,

262—63

Asante (Ashanti) empire, xxx, 7—8;
armed forces of, 261, 263; British inva-
sion of, 15—16, 263, 264; as British col-
ony, 16, 17; and Europeans, 13;
expansion of, xxx, 7—8, 260; influence
of, 7; slave trade by, 8—9, 263; trade
through, xxx, 133; treaties of, with
Europeans, 13, 14, 16, 264

Asante (Ashanti) language, 82
Asante (Ashanti) people, 17, 81, 89;

criminal justice system of, 294; ethnic
group of, 7, 83; Muslim influence on,
7; opposition of, to British-style gov-
ernment, 29; political parties of, 29,
38; relations of, with British, 14; rela-
tions of, with Fante, 263

Asante (Ashanti) wars, 12—15, 257, 263—
66; British intervention in, 13—14, 260



Ashanti. See Asante

Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, 21,
169; earnings of, 188; expansion of,
170; nationalized, 147; privatized, 153,
172; production by, 170

Ashanti Mines Volunteers, 267
Ashanti Region, 224; administrative dis-

tricts in, 227; agriculture in, 160; AIDS
in, 115; elections of 1992 in, 214; min-
ing in, 170; political affiliations in, 38;
religion in, 104; representation of, in
Legislative council, 26; urbanization
in, 76

Ashanti Uplands, 63, 67—68, 69; agricul-
ture in, 68; forests in, 68; and the
Kwahu Plateau, 67—68; mining in, 68;
missionaries in, 67; rivers in, 68; south-
ern, 67, 68; temperatures in, 67

Association of Committees for the
Defence of the Revolution, 234

associations (see also under individual types

of associations), 98—99

Attah-Ahoma, S.R.B., 25
Audit Service, 222
Ave people, 85
Awoonor-Williams, RA., 26
Ayanfuri mine, 172
Ayensu River, 72

Babangida, Ibrahim, 242
balance of payments, 188—89
balance of trade, 188—89
banking, 150, 151—53; assets and liabili-

ties of, 189; laws, 151; reforms, 146
Bank of Ghana, 77, 152, 188; interest

rates of, 151, 152
banks (see also Bank of Ghana): commer-

cial, 152; deposits in, 152; discount
houses, 152; foreign, 153; interest
rates of, 151, 152; loans by, 152; losses
by, 151—52; merchant, 152; privatiza-
Lion of, 148; rural, 77, 152; secondary,
152

Baptist Church, 105
Barclays Bank of Ghana, 152
Basic Certificate of Education Examina-

tion, 122, 124
Battle of Amoafo, 265
bauxite, 176; export of, 137, 141; pro-

duction, 136, 168
Be people. See Bey people

Benin: electricity exported to, 178; Ewe
people in, 85

Bey people, 85
Billiton Bogoso mine, 172
Birim River, 67, 68, 70
Binm River Basin: mining in, 173
birth control. See family planning
Black Hebrews, 300
black market, 26, 141, 145, 154, 195; par-

ticipation by soldiers in, 260, 274, 282;
as percentage of gross domestic prod-
uct, 154; as percentage of trade, 141

Black Star Line: job cuts in, 156
Black Volta River, 71
Boahen, Adu, 206—7, 209; in election of

1992, 212
Bolgatanga, 224
Bond of 1844, 15, 16
Bono (Brong) people, 81, 83; political

affiliations of, 38
Bonsa Tire Company, 162
Bonsa Valley, 67
Bonte mining company, 172
Border Guards, 292
border problems: with Togo, 239
borders, 62; under British rule, 17; with

Burkina Faso, 62; with Côte d'Ivoire,
62, 67, 240; along Gulf of Guinea, 62;
with Togo, 62, 239

Botchwey, Kwesi, 50, 52, 187
Botsio, Kojo: in Convention People's

Party, 27
Botswana: state visit to, 245
Brazil: materiel from, 277
Britain: abolition movement in, 12—13,

263; aid from, 176, 246; Elmina Castle
purchased by, 15; invasion of Asante
by, 15—16, 260, 264; materiel from,
277; military assistance from, 280, 282,
283—86; military exercises with, 286;
military training provided by, 278,
280; protection by, 15; relations of,
with Asante, 13, 14, 263—64; relations
with, 244, 245—46, 276; slave trade by,
9; trade with, 143; trading companies,
11; treaties of, with chiefs, 14—15;
treaty of, with Asante (1831), 16, 264

Britannia Royal Naval College at Dart-
mouth, 283

British Joint Services Training Mission,
281

British rule, xxx, 16—24; administration
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under, 17—21; armed forces under,
261—62, 266—68; borders under, 17;
capital under, 17; chiefs under, xxx—
xxxi; economic development under,
21—24; education under, 22, 117; elite
under, xxx—xxxi, 94; Executive Coun-
cil under, xxx—xxxi, 18—19; founda-
tions of, 13; indirect rule by, xxx—xxxi,
19—20, 94; influences of, 83, 93—94,
217, 222; judicial powers under, 16,
20; legal system under, 20; Legislative
Council under, xxx—xxxi, 18—19; min-
ing under, 169; opposition to, 27, 257,
261, 267; police under, 94, 290; postal
service under, 21; prison system
under, 22, 294, 296; social develop-
ment under, 21—24; state enterprises
under, 146—47; taxes under, 117; tele-
communications under, 21; transpor-
tation under, 21

British traders, xxx, 133, 264; of slaves,
xxx, 9

Brong-Ahafo Region, 224; agriculture in,
160; elections of 1992 in, 214

Brong people. See Bono people
budget deficit. See government budget

deficit
Bui dam, 178
Builsa people, 87
Bulgaria: relations with, 249
Bureau of African Affairs, 287, 288; intel-

ligence section, 288
Bureau for Technical Assistance, 269—70
Burkina Faso: border with, 62; electricity

exported to, 178; health care profes-
sionals in, 113; military exercises with,
241, 280; relations with, 237, 240—42

Burns constitution. See constitution of
1946

bush fires, 139, 161
Busia, Kofi Abrefa: exile of, 33; as head

of Progress Party, 37—38; overthrown,
40, 153—54; as prime minister, 38

Busia government. See Second Republic
business: taxes on, 149

cacao (see also cocoa): introduction of,
xxxi, 21, 134

Cade,E.A., 169
Cambodia: peacekeeping mission in,

237, 252, 257, 260, 293
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Campaign for Democracy in Ghana, 202;
established, 260—61

Campaore, Blaise, 241
Canada: assistance from, 187, 249; joint

ventures with, 172; materiel from, 286;
military training by, 280, 286; relations
with, 249, 276; state visit to, 249

Canadian Armed Forces Training Team,
286

Cape Coast, 64, 224
Carter,Jimmy, 70, 247
Carter Center: election monitors from,

215, 246
Casely-Hayford,Joseph E., 24—25
cassava, 6
Catholic Bishops Conference (CBC),

105, 203, 204, 205; and return to
democracy, 204

Catholicism, Roman, 104; percentage of
followers in population, 102, 103

Catholic missions. See missions
CBC. See Catholic Bishops Conference
CCG. See Christian Council of Ghana
CDRs. See Committees for the Defence of

the Revolution
cedi. See currency
census: of 1960, 73; of 1970, 73; of 1984,

73, 77
Central Region, 224; agriculture in, 160;

mining in, 170; religion in, 104
Central Togo people, 89—90; education

of, 90; inheritance among, 89; occupa-
tions of, 89; religion of, 89

Chalker, Lynda, 246
Chazan, Naomi, 46, 47, 80
chiefs (see also National House of

Chiefs), 61; adjudication for, 220;
Akan, 84—85; authority of, 93; under
British rule, xxx—xxxi; under constitu-
tion of 1957, 32; under constitution of
1992, 206; in district assemblies, 55;
Ewe, 85; and families, 93; indirect rule
by, 19—20, 94; in legislative assembly,
15, 25, 29; political participation by,
199; political role of, 224; and Rawl-
ings, 216; regional houses of, 203, 204,
205—6, 220, 230; relations of, with
intellectuals, 25, 95; relations of, with
subjects, 94; religious role of, 107—8;
and return to democracy, 204; selec-
tion of, 19, 93, 196; slave trade by, 11—
12; treaties of, with Britain, 14—15; vil-



lage councils of, 19, 20, 32, 220
Chieftaincy Act of 1971, 220
Chieftaincy Secretariat, 222
children: child care for, 62, 126; health

of, 111; immunization for, 112, 114;
nutritional programs for, 62, 74; pre-
ferred number of, 77, 78, 99—100;
rights of, 219; socialization of, 92, 98,
117; urban, 98

China, People's Republic of: education
in, 250; joint ventures with, 172; mili-
tary advisers from, 288; military assis-
tance from, 283, 288—89; relations
with, 249, 289; trade with, 143

Christian Council of Ghana (CCG), 104—
5, 203, 204, 205; and return to democ-
racy, 204

Christianity (see also under individual
denominations): conversion to, 104,
264; distribution of, 81, 89, 104; holi-
days of, 103—4; influence of, 82, 93, 94;
involvement of, in politics, 105; per-
centage of followers in population,
102, 103; syncretic, 108

Chnstian Messenger 222
Christian Methodist Church, 105
Christian missions. See missions; mission-

aries
churches (see also under individual denomi-

nations): regulation of, 108—9
Citizens' Vetting Committees (CVCs), 50
civil aviation, 183
Civil Defence Organisation, 199—200
civil service, 222; Convention People's

Party control of, 34; inefficiency of,
43; job Cuts in, 145, 155, 156—57, 222;
jobs in, 155; pay in, 158; staffing of,
222; union for, 222

clans, 61; of Akan people, xxix, 83
climate, 61, 72—73; of Akwapim-Togo

Ranges, 68; drought, 72—73; humidity,
72; rainfall, 69—70, 72—73; tempera-
ture, 72, 73

Clinton, WilliamJ., xxxix
cocoa (see also cacao), 160—61; area

planted in, 161; dependence on, xxx-
vii, 40, 145; earnings of, 188; export
of, xxix, xxxii, xxxiii, xxxvii, 40, 134,
138, 141, 147; as percentage of gross
domestic product, 139, 146; planta-
tions, 160—61; prices, 135, 139, 141,
161; privatized, 161; production of,

xxix, xxxii, xxxiii, 45, 51, 67, 68, 89,
132, 135—36, 137, 158, 159, 160, 161;
productivity of, 161; smuggling of,
xxxii, 40, 135

Cocoa Marketing Board (see also Ghana
Cocoa Board), 159—60; created, 21;
dissolved, 160; incompetence of, 40;
role of, 160; subsidies for, 160

Cocobod. See Ghana Cocoa Board
coffee, 68, 146, 147, 159
Cold War, 4
Commission on Human Rights and

AdministrativeJustice, 230, 235, 301
Committee of Experts, 223
Committee of Experts (Constitution)

Law (1991), 223
Committee of Secretaries, 197—99
Committees for the Defence of the Revo-

lution (CDRs), 50, 199, 216, 250, 278;
functions of, 199; opposition to, 203;
training of, 287—88

Common Entrance Examination, 120
Commonwealth Conference (1964), 245
Commonwealth Inter-Parliamentary

Union, 246
Commonwealth of Nations: election

monitors from, 215, 246; membership
in, 243, 245—46, 251

Commonwealth Parliament Association,
246

communications. See telecommunica-
tions

Congo region: slave trade from, 8—9
Consolidated African Selection Trust:

nationalized, 147
Consolidated Discount House, 152
constitution of 1925, 25
constitution of 1946, 25—26
constitution of 1951, 28
constitution of 1954, 29
constitution of 1957, 30; amendments

to, 32; chiefs under, 32
constitution of 1960, xxxi, 220; amend-

ments to, xxxi, 33—34
constitution of 1969: draft of, 37; lan-

guage under, 82; opposition to, 38
constitution of 1979, 220; suspended,

274, 299
constitution of 1992, 217—27; censorship

under, 223; checks and balances in,
217, 301; chiefs under, 206; civil ser-
vice under, 222; draft of, 210; execu-
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tive under, 217; government reform
under, 197, 219; judiciary under, 217,
220; legislature under, 217; media
under, 219, 223—24; model for, 217;
promulgated, 217; referendum on,
210—11; rights in, 219

construction: investment in, 186; as per-
centage of gross domestic product,
139; taxes on, 149

Consultative Assembly on the Constitu-
tion (1992), 82

consumer goods, 144; prices for, 157,
189

Continental Acceptances (bank), 152
Convention People's Party (CPP), xxxi,

234, 268; control of government by,
34; in elections of 1956, 30; formed,
xxxi, 27; leaders of, 27; platform of,
27, 29, 118; positive action campaign,
28; as sole party, 33, 34, 36

corruption, 149—50, 295; in armed
forces, 260; in government, xxxii, 202,
272, 276; among party leaders, 4; in
politics, 195

Côte dIvoire: AIDS in, 115; border with,
62, 67; competition by, 40; dissidents
in, 238, 240; electricity exported to,
178; migrations to, 83; relations with,
237—40; smuggling into, xxxii, 44, 141;
violence in, 240

cotton, 162—64
Council of State: under constitution of

1992, 217
coups d'etat (see also under revolution),

xxxvi; in Nigeria, 242; of 1966, xxxii,
4, 36, 135, 194, 257, 270; of 1972, 40,
41—42, 43, 154, 194, 271; of 1978, 272;
of 1979, 193, 194, 195, 273; of 1981,
xxxiii, 48, 49, 51, 136, 193, 194, 195,
273—74, 299

coups d'etat, attempted, 202, 203, 274; of
1967, 270; of 1968, 270; of 1979, 46; of
1982, 49, 274; of 1983, 238, 274; of
1985, 274; of 1986, 274; of 1989, 209,
274—76, 300; in Togo, 258

courts: of appeals, 217, 220, 295; under
British rule, 16; hierarchy of, 217, 220;
inferior, 220, 230, 295—96; jurisdiction
of, 217, 219—20; procedures, 295;
structure of, 219—20, 295; traditional,
220; trials in, 295; tribunals, xxxiii, 50,
51, 220, 221, 230—31, 295—96, 299
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Courts Act of 1971, 219—20
Courts Act of 1993, 230
Coussey Committee, 27, 28
CPP. See Convention People's Party
Crabbe, Cofie: jailed, 35, 37; trial of, 35—

36
crime, 155
Criminal Code, 221, 294—96; categories

in, 294, 295; traditional laws in, 294
criminal justice system (see also courts;

judiciary; prisons), 219, 293—98;
under British rule, 20, 294; customary,
20; revisions of, 146; parole in, 298;
traditional, 293—94

Criminal Procedure Code of 1960, 295,
297

Croatia: peacekeeping missions in, xxx-
viii, 257

Cuba: economic cooperation with, 250;
education in, 249—50; relations with,
249; trade with, 143

currency (see also monetary policy;
money supply), 150, 153—55; on black
market, 154; depreciation of, xxxvi,
151; devaluation of, 53, 131, 135, 137,
140, 141, 144, 145, 154, 176, 189; over-
valuation of, xxxii, 153—54, 165, 168,
175; revaluation of, 43

current account deficit, 137, 188
Curtin, Philip, 12
Customary Marriage and Divorce (Regis-

tration) Law (1986), 84
CVCs. See Citizens' Vetting Committees

Dadzie, Kenneth, 252
Dagbane language, 82
Dagomba kingdom, xxix, xxx; founded,

6; influences on, xxix, 7
Dagomba people, xxix, 79—80, 87; cul-

ture of, 88; inheritance among, 101
Dahomean people, 89
Daily Graphi4 222
Daka River, 71
Danquah,J.B., 26, 33, 209; death of, 33
Darko, Kwabena: in election of 1992, 212
De Beers of South Africa, 173
debt servicing: ratio, 137, 140
defense spending: decrease in, 271, 301—

2; under Nkrumah, 276
democracy, return to, xxxiv—xxxvi, 193,

196,200—203, 208—11, 230—35; interest



groups in, 204; prospects for, 25 2—53;
seminars on, 209; timetable for, 210

Democratic Youth League of Ghana, 200
demonstrations. See political demonstra-

tions
Denkyira, 83, 262
Denmark: and the Asante empire, 13;

slave trade by, xxx, 9, 12; trade by, xxx,
11

Densu River, 67, 70, 72
Department of Social Welfare and Com-

munity Development, 220
Department III, Military Intelligence,

269—70

deportation: under Armed Forces Revo-
lutionary Council, 201; under Busia
government, 39; of Liberians, 259;
under Rawlings, 49, 259; return from,
52, 199

Deportation Act (1957), 32; justification
of, 34

Detention Act. See Preventive Detention
Act

development committees, 224
diamonds, 173; exports of, 51, 137, 141;

production of, 67, 136, 168; reserves
of, 173; smuggling of, 173

Diamond Shamrock, 174
district assemblies, 53—57; candidates for,

54—55; chiefs in, 55; elections for, 54,
197, 206—8, 225, 232, 235, 246; estab-
lishment of, 197, 224; justification of,
56—57; members of, 55, 225; reaction
to, 56; role of, 54, 208, 225

District Assemblies Common Fund, 230
District Assembly Committee, 54
district councils, 225
Divestiture Implementation Committee,

148
drainage: under British rule, 22; divide,

70—71; improvements in, 22
drought, 72—73, 136, 139, 161, 164, 176
Dual Mandate in British Tropical Africa

(Lugard), 94
DuBois, W.E.B., 27, 244
Du Sautoy, Peter, 196
Dutch traders, 9—11, 133; and the Asante

empire, 13; of slaves, 9
Dutch West India Company, 11
Dyula (Muslim traders), 6
Dzobo, N.K, 124
Dzobo Committee, 124

Eagle Club, 210
Eastern Europe, 4; relations with, 249
Eastern Region, 224; agriculture in, 160;

elections of 1992 in, 214
East Germany. See German Democratic

Republic
EC. See European Community
Ecobank Ghana, 152
ECOMOG. See Economic Community of

West African States Monitoring Group
Economic Community of West African

States (ECOWAS), 183; founded, 143;
goals of, 143; membership in, 143,
237, 242; peacekeeping missions of,
258, 259—60, 302; Rawlings in, xxxviii,
237, 239, 243

Economic Community of West African
States Monitoring Group (ECO-
MOG): peacekeeping missions of,
278, 281, 282, 302

economic development: under British
rule, 21—24; under Economic Recov-
ery Program, 144; effects of, 94; priori-
ties in, 42; problems with, 42

economic infrastructure, 189
economic instability: protests against, 26;

after World War II, 24
Economic Recovery Program (ERP),

xxxiii, xxxvii, 52, 102, 136, 140, 144—
46, 203, 229, 276; defense spending
under, 301—2; education under, 124;
exports under, 136; foreign debt
under, 138, 140; goals of, 52—53, 136,
144, 148; gross domestic product
under, 139; impact of, 214; launched,
144; phases of, 52—53, 144—45; prob-
lems with, xxxvi—xxxvii; purpose of,
144; results of, 189—90; trade under,
140—41

economy: under British rule, xxix;
dependence of, on cocoa, xxxvii, 40,
145; diversification of, 135; in First
Republic, 134—35; growth of, 139, 189;
market, 94, 131; problems in, 37;
recovery of, 4; restructuring of, 131;
role of government in, 131; structure
of, 137—44

ECOWAS. See Economic Community of
West African States

education (see also schools), 117—126;
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adult, 124—26; apprenticeship, 117;
under British rule, xxix, 22, 117; com-
pulsory, 61; Cuban support for, 250;
demand for, 118; development of,
118; distribution of, 81; effects of, 94;
of elite, 81; by ethnic group, 90; fees
for, xxxiii, 36, 118, 122, 123—24, 155;
foreign, 123, 249—50; gender ratio in,
101; government spending on, 22, 34,
123, 137, 149; and migration, 96; pri-
mary, 146; problems in, 123—24;
reform, 95, 121—22, 124, 249—50; sec-
ondary, 118; subsidies for, 122; system,
22, 120—23; technical, 62; vocational,
62, 118; Western, xxxi, 61, 94, 117; of
women, 61—62, 101, 118, 121, 126

Education Act of 1960, 61, 104, 120
Efutu people, 86; religion of, 107—8
elders, 92; religious role of, 107—8
elections: candidates in, 54—55, 21 1—12,

215, 235; for constitution of 1992, 211;
for district assemblies, 54, 197, 206—8,
225, 232, 235, 246; fraud charges in,
xxxiv, 32; Ghanaian idea of, 196; for
Legislative Assembly, 28, 29; for local
office, 232, 235; of 1951, 28; of 1954,
29; of 1956, 30; of 1960, 33; of 1965,
36; of 1969, 37—38; of 1978, 45; of
1979, 47, 195, 273; of 1988, xxxiv, 54,
197, 206, 208, 246; of 1989, xxxiv, 208,
246; of 1994, 235; for parliament, 195,
197, 210, 214, 215—16, 217; for presi-
dent, xxxiv, 195, 197, 210, 211—15,
216, 246; turnout for, 208, 211, 216;
for union government, 45; women in,
215—16, 235

elections of 1992, xxxiv, 194, 197, 210,
211—15, 246; Boahen in, 212—14; boy-
cott of, xxxiv, 214, 228; candidates in,
211—12, 215; Erskine in, 212, 214;
international monitoring of, 215, 246;
investigations of, 214, 233; issues in,
212; Limann in, 212, 214; for parlia-
ment, 215—16; Rawlings in, xxxiv, 212,
214, 216; in regions, 214; turnout for,
215, 216

Electricity Corporation of Ghana, 178
electric power (see also hydroelectricity),

178—79; under British rule, 147; capac-
ity, 178; distribution of, 178; export of,
141, 178, 238; grid, 77; production,
178, 251; in rural areas, 62, 77, 117;

362

thermal, 178—79, 251
elite class, 96—98; background of, 96—98;

under British rule, xxxi, 94; education
of, 22; nationalism among, 24, 25;
political participation by, 199; religion
of, 108

Elizabeth II, Queen, 245
Elmina Castle, 9, 133; purchased by Brit-

ain, 15
employment, 156
English language, 82; broadcasts in, 82,

184; under constitution of 1969, 82; as
language of instruction, 82, 118; as
official language, 82, 83, 206; publica-
tions in, 223

ERP. See Economic Recovery Program
Erskine, Emmanuel, 212, 214
Ethiopia: relations with, 249
ethnic associations, 96
ethnic groups (see also under individual

groups), xxix; distinctions among, 81,
267; fighting among, 75, 79, 234, 260;
geographic distribution of, 81, 241;
identification with, 81; migration of, 3,
5; rivalries among, 79—80, 85, 235, 282;
solidarity among, 79

ethnicity, 260
Europe, Eastern: trade with, 143—44
European Community (EC): aid from,

187; relations with, 249; trade with,
143

Evangelical Lutheran Church, 105
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 104
Every Ghanaian Living Everywhere

Party: in Progressive Alliance, 215, 230
Ewe language, 79, 81, 82, 85, 86
Ewe people, 8, 9, 30, 81, 85—86, 89, 297;

chiefs of, 85; conflict of, with other
ethnic groups, 260; ethnic groups of,
85; geographic distribution of, 85,
238; inheritance among, 101; migra-
tion of, 85; political affiliations of, 38;
political organization of, 85—86; politi-
cal power of, 201, 207, 271; religion
of, 107; trade by, 86; women, 86

Ewusi, Thomas, 12
exchange rate, 154
Exclusive Economic Zone, 167
executive branch (see also president), 217
Executive Council, 28, 272
Expanded Program on Immunization,

112



exports (see also under individual prod-
ucts), 61, 137, 141; of bauxite, 137,
141; of cocoa, xxix, xxxii, xxxiii, xxx-
vii, 40, 51, 134, 138, 141, 147; of cof-
fee, 147; under colonial rule, 146; of
crops, 162; destinations of, 143; of dia-
monds, 51, 137, 141; diversification of,
138—39, 142; earnings from, 136, 158;
under Economic Recovery Program,
136, 144; of electricity, 141, 178, 238;
of gold, xxix, xxxvii, 5, 21, 67, 132,
133, 137, 141; of ivory, 133; of kola
nuts, 133, 141; of manganese, 137,
173; of minerals, xxix, xxxiii, 137, 138,
141, 173; of natural resources, 21—22;
of palm oil, 146, 147; promotion of,
145; of slaves, 9, 12—13; under Struc-
tural adjustment program, 131; of tim-
ber, xxix, xxxiii, xxxvii, 21, 51, 132,
138, 141, 165, 166; value of, 143

external debt, 184, 187
Eyadema, Gnassingbe, 238; coup

attempt against, 258; opposition to,
259

families: and chiefs, 93; elders of, 92,
107—8; head of, 91; inheritance in, 92;
land of, 92; preferred size of, 77, 78,
99—100; religious role of, 107—8; rural,
77; socialization in, 92; urban, 77, 98

families, extended, 62, 90—92; of Akan
people, 83—84, 90—91; economic assis-
tance from, 115—16; members of, 90,
91; and modernization, 95; in urban
areas, 96

family planning, 62, 77—79, 126; educa-
tion in, 78; and men, 79; practice of,
79; publicity for, 78

Fante language, 82
Fante people, 8, 9,81, 83; in Asante wars,

13—14, 263; conflict of, with other eth-
nic groups, 260; relations of, with
Asante, 263; religion of, 104; treaty of,
with British, 15

Fante-Twi language, 82
farmers, 26, 87; Nkrumah's appeal for,

27—28; organizations of, 200; protests
by, 34—35

F'Eden Church, 105
Finland: materiel from, 277
First Finance Company, 152

First Republic (1960—66) (Nkrumah gov-
ernment): armed forces under, 257,
262, 276; corruption in, 202; declared,
30; domestic policies of, xxxi; econ-
omy under, 134—35; problems in, 194—
95; socialism under, 257

Fisheries Commission, 230
Fisheries Monitoring, Control, Surveil-

lance, and Enforcement Unit, 168
fishing, 72, 100, 167—68; catch, 167; in

Accra Plains, 64; by Ga-Adangbe peo-
ple, 89; poaching, 167; problems in,
167; restrictions on, 132, 167—68; in
Volta Delta, 64

Fitzgerald, Shepler W., 268
food: aid, 247; crops, 164-65; import of,

159, 164; as percentage of gross
domestic product, 146; prices, 140;
production, 44, 67, 140, 145, 159, 164;
shortages, 159; subsidies for, 43

Forces' Defence Committees, 199
foreign assistance (see also military assis-

tance), 52, 137, 184, 186—87; for agri-
culture, 165; from Britain, 176, 246;
from Canada, 187, 249; dependence
on, 150; from European Community,
187; from France, 249; from Germany,
187, 249; from International Mone-
tary Fund, 131, 187-88; for industry,
177; fromJapan, 187, 250, 251; lack of,
44; from Libya, 247; under Rawlings,
52; from the United States, 78, 176,
187, 235, 247; from the World Bank,
52, 131, 146, 176, 187

foreign borrowing, xxxii, 144; to finance
imports, 137

foreign currency, 40; reserves, xxix, xxxii
foreign debt, xxxiii, xxxvii, 132, 140,

187—88; under Busia government, 40,
135; cancellation of, 140; under Eco-
nomic Recovery Program, 138, 144;
under Fourth Republic, 52; as per-
centage of gross domestic product, 40;
as percentage of gross national prod-
uct, 137; repudiation of, 43; resched-
uling of, 43

foreign earnings, 150
foreign exchange: bureaus, 145, 154—55;

earnings, 153, 165; under Economic
Recovery Program, 144; interbank
market, 141; lack of, 44; reforms, 145;
reserves, 188—89
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foreign investment (see also investment),
xxxiv, 137, 184, 187—88; in agriculture,
186; in construction, 186; encourage-
ment of, 186; in industry, 177, 186; in
mining, 137, 168, 169; in tourism, 186

foreign relations, 235—52; armed forces
and, 268; objectives of, 235—37

Forest Products Inspection Bureau, 165
Forest Resource Management Project,

166
forestry (see also timber), 165—67; con-

straints on, 166—67; earnings from,
165; as percentage of gross domestic
product, 165; problems in, 166; prod-
ucts, 166; scandals in, 167

Forestry Commission, 230
forests (see also timber): in Akwapim-

Togo Ranges, 68; in Ashanti Uplands,
68; deforestation of, 132, 166

forest zone, xxix; central, 7; gold in, xxx;
migration to, 6

Fourth Republic (1993—), 48, 194, 197;
armed forces' role in, xxxvi; chal-
lenges for, 228; continuity in, 229—30;
goals of, 229; inauguration of, xxxiv,
201, 210, 227—30; nonalignment
under, 236; opposition to, xxxiv—
xxxvi, 53; paramilitary groups under,
234; press under, 224; relations of,
with opposition, 229, 234; revolution-
ary organs under, xxxiii, xxxiv, 50, 56,
199, 203, 216, 224, 234, 250, 278, 287—
88; structural adjustment under, xxxiv;
unions under, 204

Frafra people, 87
France: aid from, 249; colonial ambi-

tions of, 17; relations with, 249
French language: broadcasts in, 184
Friends of Busia and Danquah, 210
Friends of the Earth, 167
fuel (see alsopetroleum): imports of, 137,

141; shortages of, 167; taxes on, 150

GA. See Ghana Airways
Ga-Adangbe language, 79, 81, 88
Ga-Adangbe people, 8, 81, 88—89; ethnic

components of, 88; geographic distri-
bution of, 88; influences on, 89; occu-
pations of, 89; origins of, 89; religious
festivals of, 103—4, 107—8

Ga language, 82
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Ga—Mashie people, 88
Gambaga Scarp, 69
Ga people, 9, 81, 297; in Asante wars,

13—14; conflict of, with other ethnic
groups, 260; socialization of children
by, 92

gas, natural: exploration for, 67
GBA. See Ghana Bar Association
Gbedemah, Komla A.: in Convention

People's Party, 27; as head of National
Alliance of Liberals, 37—38

Gbugble people, 88
GDP. See gross domestic product
Gen people, 85
geographical regions, 63—70, 224;

administration of, 227; Akwapim-Togo
Ranges, 68; Ashanti Uplands, 67—68;
high plains, 69—70; low plains, 63—67;
Volta Basin, 69

German Democratic Republic (East Ger-
many): military assistance from, 283,
288

Germany: aid from, 187, 249; colonial
ambitions of, 17; relations with, 249;
trade with, 143

Ghana: etymology of, 5
Ghana Airways (GA), 183, 277
Ghana Atomic Energy Commission, 179
Ghana Bar Association (GBA), 99, 203,

209, 221; objectives of, 205; opposition
of, to Rawlings, 49, 53; and return to
democracy, 204, 231

Ghana Broadcasting Corporation, 507,
232

Ghana Cocoa Board (Cocobod) (see also

Cocoa Marketing Board), 160, 188,
222; job cuts in, 156; privatization by,
161

Ghana Commercial Bank, 152
Ghana Committee on Human and Peo-

ple's Rights, 235, 301
Ghana Consolidated Diamonds, 148, 173
Ghana Cotton Company, 164
Ghana Cotton Development Board, 164
Ghana Council of Churches, 109
Ghana Democratic Movement, 202, 261
Ghana Employers Association, 158
Ghana Export Promotion Council, 143
Ghana Federation of Agricultural Coop-

eratives, 160
Ghana-Guinea-Mali Union, 240—41, 243
Ghana-Guinea Union, 243



Ghanaian Ahmadiyah Movement, 107
Ghanaian Times, 222
Ghana Investment Center, 177, 186
Ghana Journalists Association, 203, 223

Ghana Legion, 268
Ghana Medical Association, 99, 113
Ghana Military Academy, 271, 276, 279,

286

Ghana National Association of Farmers
and Fishermen, 160

Ghana National Association of Teachers,
99

Ghana National Manganese Corpora.
tion, 174

Ghana National Petroleum Corporation,
174, 175

Ghana National Trading Corporation,
156

Ghana Red Cross Society, 99
Ghana Stock Exchange, 153
Ghana Timber Marketing Board, 165
Global 2000 program, 70, 75, 114, 247
GNP. See gross national product
gold (see also under mining), xxx, 6, 131,

132, 133, 169—72; export of, xxix, xxx-
vii, 5, 21,67, 132, 133, 137, 141; mines,
xxxi, 68, 168; prices, 133; production,
xxix, 67, 132, 134, 136, 139, 168;
reserves, 170—72; trade in, xxx, 5, 9,
13, 133

Gold Coast Armed Police Force, 290
Gold Coast Colony, 17, 95; administra-

tion of, 17—21; established, 16
Gold Coast Constabulary, 290
Gold Coast Ex-Servicemen's Union, 268
Gold Coast Militia and Police, 290
Gold Coast Mines Volunteers, 267
Gold Coast Police Force, 290, 292; Afri-

canized, 292
Gold Coast Railway Volunteers, 267
Gold Coast Regiment, 22, 266—67, 290
Gold Coast Volunteer Naval Force, 278
Gold Coast Volunteers, 267
Goldenrae mining company, 172
Golden Stool of Asante (Ashanti), 8, 266
Gonja kingdom, xxix, xxx, 6; influences

on, xxix, 7
Gonja people, xxix, 79—80, 86, 89; cul-

ture of, 88; occupations of, 87
government (see also under individual

administrations): under British rule,
xxix; corruption in, xxxii, 202, 272,

276; decentralization of, 193, 203, 219,
224, 246; health care, 112; informants
for, 261; and interest groups, 203—4;
reform of, xxix, xxxiii, xxxiv, 197; role
of, in economy, 131, 144-50

government, local (see also under district
assemblies), 219, 224—27; under British
rule, 19, 20—21, 25—26; system of, 225

government budget, 148—50; for agricul-
ture, 145—46, 159; austerity, 34, 40, 43,
137, 271; cuts, 131, 144; for infrastruc-
ture, 146, 149; for 1961, 34—35; for
1993, 149; as percentage of gross
domestic product, 145; surplus, xxxvii;
in Third Republic, 48

government budget deficit, xxxvi, 150;
efforts to limit, 148—49; under Eco-
nomic Recovery Program, 144, 148—
49; as percentage of gross domestic
product, 145, 149; as percentage of
gross national product, 48; reduced,
131, 144

government debt, 40; repudiation of, 43;
rescheduling of, 43

government revenue: as percentage of
gross domestic product, 150; from
taxes, 132, 136

government spending: cuts, 144, 145; on
education, 22, 34, 42, 123, 149; on
health care, 34, 114, 137, 149; justifica-
tiOn of, 34; on roads, 34; on social wel-
fare, 149

government, union, 44—45, 206, 272;
opposition to, 45, 272; platform of, 45;
referendum on, 45, 272

Grant, A.G., 26
Greater Accra Municipal Council, 112
Greater Accra Region, 224; administra-

tive districts in, 227; elections of 1992
in, 214; population density in, 74;
urbanization in, 76

gross domestic product (GDP), 136,
137—38, 139; under Economic Recov-
ery Program, 139; under Rawlings,
xxxvii, 51; per capita, 135

gross domestic product fractions: agri-
culture, 139, 158; black market, 154;
budget deficit, 145, 149; cocoa, 139,
146; construction, 139; expenditures,
149; food, 146; forestry, 165; govern-
ment debt, 40; government revenue,
150; government services, 137; indus-
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try, 139; manufacturing, 139, 175; ser-
vice sector, 139; tax revenue, 136

gross national product (GNP), xxxiii;
budget deficit as percentage of, 48;
debt as percentage of, 137

Grusi language, 82, 83
Grusi people, 81, 87
Guan language, 79, 86
Guan people, 86—87, 89
Guggisberg, Frederick Gordon, 22, 110—

11; development under, 22, 118
Guinea: potential union with, 34
Gulf of Guinea, 62, 70, 71
Gur language, 61, 81, 81, 82, 87
Gurma language, 82
Gurma people, 81, 87

harbors, xxxi, 22, 63, 181, 182
Harlley,J.W.K: in Busia government, 38;

in coup of 1966, 36, 270
Hausa Constabulary, 290
Hausa language, 82; broadcasts in, 184
Head of Family (Accountability) Law

(1986), 84
health, 109—115; and causes of death,

111; of children, 111; and disease, 75,
111—12; and malnutrition, 111, 114

Health Action Plan, 112
health care, xxxii, 111—14, 146; access to,

114; Cuban support for, 250; fees for,
xxxiii; government spending on, 34,
114, 137, 149; herbal, 110; immuniza-
tion, 112; providers, 112; in rural
areas, 114; Western, 110

health care professionals: herbalists, 110,
117; priests as, 108, 109, 110; number
of, 113—14; pay for, 158; training for,
78, 114

health facilities: under British rule, 22;
demand for, 74; improvements in, 22

Henry the Navigator, Prince, 9
High Court ofJustice, 217, 220, 295
high plains, 63, 69—70
Hill, H. Worsley, 14—15
holidays: national, 103—4, 232—33; reli-

gious, 103—4
Hong Kong: joint ventures with, 172
Ho, 224
Ho people, 85
Horton, Africanus,Jr., 25
housing: destroyed by floods, 64; short-
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ages, 62, 74, 116—17; in urban areas,
62, 74, 116—17

human rights, 219, 235, 298—301; abuses,
xxxvi, 194, 201, 214, 216, 221, 298,
299; under Acheampong, 298—99;
under Busia government, 298; under
Provisional National Defence Council,
214

hydroelectricity, 71, 178; under British
rule, 22; improvements in, 22; poten-
tial, 176, 178

IDA. See International Development
Association

IMET. See International Military Educa-
tion and Training

IMF. See International Monetary Fund
immunization, 112, 114
imports, 134, 141—42, 189; borrowing

for, 137, 145; duties on, 141; of food,
43,164; of fuel, 137, 141; subsidies for,
43; taxes on, 149

income (see also wages): distribution,
xxxiv, 100; per capita, xxix, xxxii,
xxxiii, 157

independence, xxix, 33; approved, xxxi,
30; requested, 30

independence movements, xxxi; politics
of, 26—30

Independent African Churches: percent-
age of followers in population, 102—3,
108

India: military advisers from, 283; mili-
tary training by, 280

indirect rule, xxx—xxxi, 19—20, 26, 94
Industrial Development Corporation,

147

industry: closings in, 177; economic
problems of, 44; financial assistance
for, 177; as percentage of gross domes-
tic product, 139; privatization in, 177;
revived, 131

inflation, xxxiii, xxxvi, xxxvii, 140, 168;
attempts to reduce, 52, 144; under
British rule, 26, 27; under Busia gov-
ernment, 40; rate of, 52, 136, 136, 152;
under Rawlings, 51, 52, 138; under
structural adjustment program, 131—
32; under Supreme Military Council,
45; under Third Republic, 48; after
World War II, 24



infrastructure, 166; budget for, 146, 149;
improvements in, 22, 61, 144, 145,
146; industrial, 131; transportation,
165

inheritance, 84, 89, 92, 100, 101
Institute of Adult Education, 125
intellectuals, 27; opposition of, to mili-

tary government, 44; relations of, with
chiefs, 25, 95

intelligence: services, 269—70, 288; train-
ing, 288

interest groups, 203—6; and government,
203—4; and Rawlings, 216

Interim National Electoral Commission,
210, 211, 215

internal security: intelligence services,
269—70, 288

Intelsat. See International Telecommuni-
cations Satellite Organization

International Cocoa Agreement, 247
International Development Association

(IDA), 178, 187
International Finance Corporation, 172
International Foundation for Electoral

Systems, 211
International Military Education and

Training (IMET) program, 289
International Monetary Fund (IMF):

assistance packages, 131, 187—88; aus-
terity program of, xxxiii, 40, 131, 203,
236, 276, 301—2; conditions imposed
by, 148; loan from, 136, 140, 145

International Telecommunications Sat-
ellite Organization (Intelsat), 184

Inter-Party Advisory Committee, 228
Intestate Succession Law (1986), 84
investment (see also foreign investment),

xxxiv, xxxvi, 186—87; in agriculture,
186; in construction, 186; laws, 187; in
manganese, 174; in manufacturing,
186; and taxes, 186; in tourism, 186

Iraq: peacekeeping mission in, 252, 257,
260

Iraq—Kuwait Observation Mission, 260
irrigation: in Accra Plains, 64; from Lake

Volta, 71
Islam (see also Muslims), 105—6; distribu-

tion of, 86, 104; education of, 251; fes-
tivals of, 103—4; introduction of, xxix—
xxx; percentage of followers in popu-
lation, 102, 103; ritual obligations of,
106; sects of, 106; spread of, 106;

tenets of, 105—6
Islamism, 106
Israel, 251; materiel from, 277; military

advisers from, 283,289; military train-
ing by, 280—81, 289

Italy: materiel from, 277; military train-
ing by, 280—81, 289—90

ivory, 9, 133
Ivory Coast. See Côte d'Ivoire

Japan, 250—51; aid from, 187, 250, 251
JCCs. SeeJoint Consultative Committees
Jehovah's Witnesses, 300
jobs, 132; civil service, 155, 156, 157, 222;

creation of, 137, 146; elimination of,
137, 145, 155, 156—57, 160, 222

Joint Consultative Committees (JCCs),
50

Joint Services Training Team, 283
Joint Social Action Committee, 205
joint ventures, 148, 172, 177
journalists, 223; detained, 44; Nkru-

mahs appeal for, 28
JP. SeeJustice Party
judges: appointment of, 220
Judicial Council of Ghana, 220, 231
judiciary, xxxvi, 217, 219—21; jurisdiction

of, 219—20; quasi-judicial agencies,
220—21; structure of, 219—20

June 4 Movement, 48, 56, 199, 200
Justice Party Un), 38; formed, 38; plat-

form of, 39—40; support for, 38

Kabes,John, 12
Kaiser Aluminum, 176
Kasena language, 83
Kasena people: government structure of,

xxix, 7; Muslim influence on, xxix—
xxx, 7

Kaunda, Kenneth, 245
kenaf, 162
Kioli people, 81
KNRG. See Kwame Nkrumah Revolution-

ary Guards
Koforidua, 67, 224
kola nuts, 133, 141, 158
Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital, 114
Konkomba people, 79—80
Konkori Scarp, 69
Konny,John, 12
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Konongo, 68
Koranteng-Addow, Gustav, 44
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of

(North Korea): relations with, 249
Korle Bu teaching hospital, 111
Korsah, Sir Arku, 36
Kotei,J.E.A., 277
Kotoka, E.K.: in coup of 1966, 36, 270
Kotoka International Airport, 183
Kpando people, 85
Kpone people, 88
Kpong hydroelectric plant, 178
Kristo Asafo (Christian Women's Club),

99
Krobo people, 81, 88, 92
Kumasi, xxx, 7, 68, 224, 262; airport at,

183; rainfall in, 73
Kumasi College of Technology, 123
Kusase people, 87; government structure

of, 7; Muslim influence on, 7
Kuwait: peacekeeping mission in, 252,

257, 260
Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Devel-

opment, 251
Kaw language, 61
Kwahu people, 81; ethnic associations of,

96
Kwahu Plateau, 67—68, 69, 71; as climatic

divide, 72; mutual aid societies in, 96;
population density in, 74—75

Kwa language group, 81
Kwame Nkrumah Ideological Institute,

287
Kwame Nkrumah Memorial Park, 252
Kwame Nkrumah Revolutionary Guards

(KNRG), 50, 197, 209, 261
Kwame Nkrumah Welfare Society, 210
Kwesikrom mine, 174
Kyerepong people, 86

labor force. See work force
labor unions. See trade unions
Lake Bosumtwi, 70, 72
Lake Volta, 68, 69, 70, 183; irrigation

from, 71
land: area, 61, 63; of families, 92; tenure,

24
language (see also under individual lan-

guages), 61; for broadcasts, 82, 184;
diversity of, 82—83; of education, 82,
118; official, 82, 83, 206; written, 82—
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83
La people, 88
Larteh people, 86
Lazare Kaplan International, 173
Leaf Development Company, 162
Lebanon: immigrants from, 300; peace-

keeping mission in, xxxviii, 257, 260
legal system. See criminal justice system
Legislative Assembly, 28; chiefs in, 15, 25,

29; dissolved, 30; elections for, 28, 29
Legislative Council, 25—26
Liberia: civil war in, xxxviii, 242; Ghana-

ians expelled from, 259; peacekeeping
mission in, xxxviii, xxxix, 237, 242,
257, 278, 281, 282; refugees from, 75,
259; relations with, 258, 259—60

Libya: financial aid from, 247; military
assistance from, 290; relations with,
247

Likpe people, 81
Limann, Hilla, 47, 48, 234; in election of

1992, 212, 214; as president, 195, 273
Limann government. See Third Republic
lineage, 61; of Akan people, 83—84; stool

of, 84; in urban areas, 98
literacy, 89; programs, 124—25; rate, 125
livestock, 164—65; in Accra Plains, 64; in

high plains, 70; production, 166
living standards, 62, 136, 214
Logba people, 81
Lolobi people, 81
low plains, 63—67; agriculture in, 63—64;

subregions of, 63; topography of, 63
Lugard, Frederick: and indirect rule, 19,

20, 94

MacCarthy, Charles, 14, 264
Machel, Samora, 244
Maclean, George, 14, 264
Madjitey, E.R.T., 292
Mali, 6; empire, 106; potential union

with, 34; trade with, 6
Mamprusi kingdom, xxix, xxx; founded,

6; influences on, xxix, 7
Mamprusi people, xxix, 87; culture of,

88
Manchester Congress of 1945, 27
Mande language, 82
manganese, 173—74; earnings from, 174;

export of, 137, 173; investment in,
174; production, 136, 168, 173, 174;



reserves, 174
manufacturing, 175—77; capacity utiliza-

tion, 175; investment in, 186; local,
132; as percentage of gross domestic
product, 139, 175; production, xxxii,
175—76; under Supreme Military
Council, xxxii; taxes on, 149

Marxism-Leninism, 197, 267
mass organizations, 199—200
materiel, 277, 302; air force, 277, 286,

289—90; armed forces, 269, 277, 286,
289—90, 302; from Brazil, 277; from
Britain, 277, 286; from Canada, 286;
from China, 288; from Finland, 277;
from Israel, 277; from Italy, 289—90;
from Libya, 290; maintenance of, 277;
navy, 286; from the Soviet Union, 269,
287; from Sweden, 277; from Switzer-
land, 277

media, 222—24; censorship of, 219, 223;
under constitution of 1992, 219, 223—
24; controversy over, 507

Medium Term Agricultural Develop-
ment Program 1991—2000, 159

men: education of, 101; as family head,
91; and family planning, 79; literacy
of, 125; occupations of, 100; prisons
for, 298; promiscuity of, 79; as tradi-
tional leaders, 84

Mennonite Church, 104
men's associations, 93
Mensah,J.H., 261
Merchant Bank, 152
merchant marine, 183
merchants: British, xxx, 9, 133, 264;

Dutch, 9—11, 13, 133; European, xxx,
3, 8, 93, 95, 264; Muslim, 6, 11—12;
Portuguese, xxx, 8—11, 133, 169

Meridian Tobacco Company, 162
Methodist Church, 104, 117
middle class: under austerity program,

40; Nkrumah's appeal for, 28; political
affiliations in, 38

Middle School Leaving Certificate Exam-
ination, 98, 120, 122, 124

migration: of ethnic groups, 3, 5, 83, 85,
86; factors affecting, 96; southern, 76;
urban. See urban migration

military advisers: from China, 288; from
India, 283; from Israel, 283, 289; from
the Soviet Union, 269, 287

Military Advisory Committee, 272

military assistance, 282—90; from Britain,
280, 282, 283—86; from Canada, 280,
286; from China, 283, 288—89; from
German Democratic Republic, 283,
288; from India, 280; from Israel, 280—
81; from Italy, 280; from Libya, 290;
from Soviet Union, 283, 286—88

military exercises: with Britain, 286; with
Burkina Faso, 241; with United States,
281

Military Hospital, 286
military officers: Africanization of corps

of, 257; corruption of, 273; coups
d'etat by, 270; difficulties for, 271; exe-
cutionS of, 273; term of service for,
279; training of, 279

military training, 279—81; by Britain, 281;
by China, 288—89; by India, 289; by
Israel, 289; by Italy, 280—81; by Libya,
290; by Nigeria, 281; by Soviet Union,
287; by United States, 289

militia. See Civil Defence Organisation;
People's Militia

minerals: export of, xxix, 137, 138, 141,
173; production of, xxix, 136, 168,
173, 174

Minerals and Mining Law (1986), 170
Minerals Commission, 230
mines, 169, 172; gold, xxxi, 68, 168
mining, xxxiii, 51, 168—74; decline in,

168, 169; of diamonds, 173; foreign
investment in, 137, 168, 169; of gold,
xxxi, 68, 169; legislation, 168; rejuve-
nation of, 170

Ministry of Defence, 286
Ministry of Education, 124
Ministry of Employment and Social Wel-

fare, 298
Ministry of Food and Agriculture, 167
MinistryofHealth, 110, 112, 113, 115
Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare,

116, 125
Ministry of Mobilization and Social Wel-

fare, 116
missionaries: arrival of, 104; expelled,

300; geographic distribution of, 67;

hospitals of, 110; influence of, 82, 94;

schools of, 67
missions, Christian: health care by, 112;

schools of, 22, 67, 104, 117
modernization, 61, 90, 94; and women,

101
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Mole-Dagbane language, 79, 81, 82
Mole-Dagbane people, 87—88; culture of,

88; ethnic groups of, 87; influences
on, xxix—xxx; political structure of, 87;
religion of, 87—88

monetary policy, 150—51
money supply (see aLto currency), 150—

51, 155
Mormon missionaries, 300
Mossi-Grunshi. See Mole-Dagbane
Movement for Freedom andJustice, 300;

formed, 209; platform of, 209
Mozambique: financial aid to, 244;

peacekeeping missions in, xxxviii
Muhammad (the Prophet), 105
Museveni, Yoweri, 245
Muslim clerics: health care by, 110
Muslim Representative Council, 106—7
Muslims (see also Islam): hospitals of,

110; influence of, xxix—xxx, 7, 82, 93;
schools for, 107

Muslim traders, 6; role of, 6—7; slave
trade by, 11—12

mutual assistance groups, 116

NAL. See National Alliance of Liberals
NAM. See Non-Aligned Movement
Namibia: financial aid to, 244; state visit

to, 245
Nanumba people, 79—80, 87
National Advisory Council on AIDS, 115
National Alliance of Liberals (NAL), 37—

38
National Catholic Secretariat, 105
National Civil Defence Force. See Com-

mittees for the Defence of the Revolu-
tion

National Commission for Democracy
(NCD), 53—54, 197; mandate of, 54;
report on democracy, 210

National Commission on Civic Educa-
tion, 230

National Communications Commission,
184

National Congress of British West Mrica,
24—25

National Consultative Assembly, 210
National Council for Higher Education,

230
National Council an Women and Devel-

opment (NCWD), 62, 101, 102, 125
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National Convention Party, xxxviii; in
Progressive Alliance, 215, 230

National Defence Committees (NDCs),
50

National Democratic Congress (NDC),
228; in election of 1992, xxxiv, 212,
215, 216; in Progressive Alliance, 230

National Electoral Commission, 228,
230, 235

National House of Chiefs, 203, 204, 205—
6, 214, 220; and return to democracy,
204, 230; role of, 219

national identification cards, 228, 234—
35

National Independence Party (NIP), 212
nationalism, 24—26, 260, 267
nationalization, 43, 147
National Liberation Council (NLC), 36,

298; members of, 37
National Liberation Council govern-

ment (1966—69), 270—71; prison sys-
tem under, 296

National Liberation Movement (NLM),
29; platform of, 29

National Liberation Movement for West-
ern Togoland, 238, 258

National Media Commission, 224, 230
National Mobilisation Program, 199
National Nuclear Research Institute, 179
National Patriotic Front of Liberia, 259
National Public Tribunal, 51, 221, 295,

296, 299; creation of, xxxiv
National Redemption Council (NRC)

(1972—79) (see also Supreme Military
Council), 42, 147, 271—72; corruption
in, 272; human rights under, 298—99;
members of, 271; platform of, 43;
reorganized, 44

national security, 202, 238
national security agencies, 290—93; sur-

veillance by, 200
National Security Council: under consti-

tution of 1992, 217
National Union of Ghanaian Students

(NUGS), 123, 203; members of, 205;
opposition of, to Rawlings, 49; and
return to democracy, 204; support of,
for Rawlings, 205

national unity, 193; problem of forging,
36—37

National Youth Organising Commis-
sion, 199, 200



Native Administration Ordinance
(1927), 20

Native Authorities Ordinance (1935) 20
Native Treasuries Ordinance (1939), 20
natural resources: exports of, 2 1—22
navy: Africanization of, 278; creation of,

268; fleet of, 278, 286; insignia, 282;
joint exercises, 281; materiel, 278; mil-
itary advisers to, 278; mission of, 278;
number of personnel in, 257, 278;
organization of, 278; ranks, 282; train-
ing, 281, 283; uniforms, 282

NCD. See National Commission for
Democracy

NCWD. See National Council on Women
and Development

NDC. See National Democratic Congress
NDCs. See National Defence Committees
Ndebugre,John, 50
Neo-Coloniahsm (Nkrumah), 33
Netherlands (See also underDutch): slave

trade by, xxx, 9, 12; trade by, xxx, 9—il
New Democratic Movement, 261
New Patriotic Party (NPP), xxxv—xxxvi;

in election of 1992, 212, 233; litigious
strategies of, 23 1—32; opposition strat-
egies of, 228—29; platform of, 233—34;
relations of, with government, 229,
234

Newspaper Licensing Law (1983), 223
newspapers (see alsojournalists; media),

xxxv, 222—23; banned, 44; political agi-
tation by, 25, 28

New Year School, 125
Niger-Congo language group, 61
Nigeria, 199; coup d'etat in, 242; educa-

tion budget in, 123; expulsion of
Ghanians from, 242; health care pro-
fessionals in, 113; intelligence officers
in, 288; military training by, 281; rela-
tiOns with, 237, 242—43; trade with,
143

Ningo people, 88
NIP. See National Independence Party
Nkonya people, 81
Nkrumah, Kwame, 131, 234, 236, 238;

attempt to assassinate, 35, 269, 292;
background of, 27; charisma of, 27—
28; in Convention People's Party, xxxi,
27; in elections of 1951, 28; in elec-
tions of 1960, 33; goals of, xxxi, 32—34,
95; jailed, 28; as leader of government

business, 28—29; and Non-Aligned
Movement, xxxi, 236; opposition to,
34—36, 37, 261; overthrown, xxxii, 4,
36, 135, 257; and Pan-Africanism,
xxxi, 33—34, 236, 243, 257; as presi-
dent, xxxi, 3, 33, 34, 194; as prime
minister, xxxi, 3, 29, 30, 194; private
army of, 269; writings of, 33

Nkrumah government. See First Republic
Nkrumah Mausoleum, 252
NLC. See National Liberation Council
NLM. See National Liberation Movement
Noi (a merchant), 12
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), 244,

252; founded, xxxi
nonalignment, 194, 236, 244, 252
north, the: Muslim influence on, 7, 82,

104; political affiliations in, 38; reli-
gion in, 104, 105; social status in, 267

Northern People's Party, 29
Northern Region, 224; electricity in, 178;

ethnic conflict in, 234; population
density in, 74

Northern Territories, xxxii, 17, 28, 29,
86

Northern Territories Constabulary, 290
Northern Territories Protectorate, 266
North Korea. See Korea, Democratic Peo-

ple's Republic of
north-south dichotomy, 267; under Brit-

ish, 266
NPP. See New Patriotic Party
NRC. See National Redemption Council
Nsawam, 67
NUGS. See National Union of Ghanaian

Students
Nunoo-Mensah, Joseph: in Provisional

National Defence Council, 48
nutrition, 62, 74; education in, 62, 78—79
Nyerere, Julius, 245
Nzema language, 82
Nzema people, 81; conflict of, with other

ethnic groups, 260

OAU. See Organization of African Unity
Obeng, P.V., 50
Obuasi, 68; gold mine at, 169
Ocran, AK., 38
Office of the Head of Civil Service, 222
Officer Cadet School, Eaton Hall (Brit-

ain), 283
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Ofin River, 68
Ofin River Valley: gold in, 6
oil (see also petroleum): exploration for,

67; price increases, 44
Okumpreko mining company, 172
Oman, Peter, 32
Operation Feed Yourself, 44
Oppong, Christine, 99
Order of the Star of Ghana, 245
Ordinary Level education, 120
Organization of African Unity (OAU),

243—44, 302; election monitors from,
215, 246; financial assistance to, 244;
liberation funds, 244; membership in,
236

Organization of African Unity Charter,
236, 243

Organization of African Unity Libera-
tion Committee, 244

Osudoku people, 88
Oti River, 71
Otu, MA, 270

Padmore, George, 27
Palestine Liberation Organization, 251
palm trees and products, 132, 159, 162;

cultivation, 64, 158; exports of, 146,
147; oil, 13, 134, 147

PAMSCAD. See Program of Action to Mit-
igate the Social Costs of Adjustment

PANAFEST. See Pan-African Historical
and Theatre Festival

Pan-African Congress, 27
Pan-African Historical and Theatre Festi-

val (PANAFEST), xxxviii-xxxix
Pan-Africanism, xxxi, 33—34, 194, 236,

243, 244, 257, 267; armed forces and,
268; under Nkrumah, xxxi, 33—34,
236, 243, 257; strategy for, 34

parliament, 231; under constitution of
1992, 217; dissolved, 274; elections for,
195, 197, 210, 214, 215—16, 217; legis-
lation by, 217; members of, 217; terms
in, 217; women elected to, 215—16

patron-client relationship, 202
PDCs. See People's Defence Committees
Peace Corps, 246
Peki people, 85
Pentecostals: percentage of, in popula-

tion, 102, 103, 108
People's Convention Party, 234
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People's Daily Graphi4 222
People's Defence Committees (PDCs),

xxxiii, 50, 199; creation of, xxxiv; func-
tions of, 224; opposition to, 50, 203

People's Education Association, 125
People's Heritage Party (PHP), 212
People's Militia, 278; training of, 281
People's National Convention (PNC),

234; in election of 1992, 212
People's National Party (PNP), 48, 196—

97, 273; members of, 196—97; opposi-
tion of, to Rawlings, 49

pepper: trade in, 9, 133
petroleum (see also oil), 174—75; explora-

tion, 174—75; imports of, 137; produc-
tion, 174; refining of, 174; reserves,
174

PFP. See Popular Front Party
PHP. See People's Heritage Party
Pine, Richard, 264
Pioneer The, 222

Pioneer Tobacco Company, 162
Planned Parenthood Association of

Ghana, 78
PNC. See People's National Convention
PNDC. See Provisional National Defence

Council
PNP. See People's National Party
police, colonial, 94, 290
police, national, xxxvi, 290, 292; educa-

tional requirements for, 293; human
rights abuses by, xxxvi; number of per-
sonnel in, 292; organization of, 292; in
peacekeeping operations, 293; politi-
cal organs of, 199; recruitment for,
293; reputation of, 293; training for,
293

Police Council, 292
political activity: of newspapers, 25; of

religious groups, 105
political demonstrations: against auster-

ity budget, 34—35, 40—41, 232; by stu-
dents, 44, 232; against taxes, xxxvii—
xxxviii, 208; against union govern-
ment, 45, 272; by veterans, 268

political detention, 32—33, 299; under
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council,
201, 208—9, 274, 299; ofjournalists, 44;
of politicians, 49

political dissidents, 238, 240, 258, 301
political opposition, xxxiv—xxxvi, 228,

234, 298, 301; under British, 261, 267;



election boycott by, 228; intimidation
of, xxxi, xxxii, 4, 44; under Nkrumah,
261; platform of, 216; precolonial,
261; protests by, xxxviii, 228; relations
of, with government, 229; strategies
of, 228—29

political oppression: under Nkrumah, 4;
under Rawlings, 194, 201

political parties (see also under individual
parties): allowed, 37—38, 46, 211; aver-
sion toward, 202; under constitution
of 1992, 219; of ethnic groups, 81,
219; formation of, 37—38; outlawed,
xxxii, 33, 36, 81, 201—2, 274, 299; reg-
istratiOn of, 215; restrictions on, 32,
219

political traditions, 202
political unrest: in Accra, 26; under Pro-

visional National Defence Council,
208, 214

polygamy, 79,91, 99, 100
Popular Front Party (PFP), 48; opposi-

tion of, to Rawlings, 49
population, 73—79; in agriculture, 158;

density, 69, 74; distribution of, 74—75;
projected, 73, 74; rural, 77; in urban
areas, 75—76, 96

Population Planning for National
Progress and Prosperity (1969), 78

population statistics: birth rate, 73; death
rate, 73; fertility rate, 73—74, 101; gen-
der ratio, 74; growth rate, 62, 73;
infant mortality rate, 73, 78, 112; life
expectancy, 73, 112

ports, 181—83
Portugal: explorers from, 9, 104
Portuguese traders, xxx, 9, 133, 169;

departure of, 9—11; slave trade by, 8—9,
169

postal service: under British rule, 21, 147
PP. See Progress Party
Pra River, 67, 70
Precious Minerals Marketing Corpora-

tion, 168, 173
Prempeh: exiled, 16, 17, 85, 266
Presbyterian Church, 104, 117
president (see also executive branch):

under constitution of 1992, 217
Presidential Detail Department, 269
Presidential Guard, 278; training of, 281
Presidential Guard Department, 269
President's Own Guard Regiment, 281

press (see alsojournalists; media; newspa-
pers), 507; censorship of, 49; under
Rawlings 224

Prestea Goldfields, 148
Preventive Detention Act (1958, 1959,

1962), 4, 32—33, 298; justification of,
34; opponents jailed under, 35, 37

prices: of cocoa, 135, 139, 141, 161; con-
sumer, 157, 189; control of, 133; of
food, 140; of gold, 133; of oil, 144;
producer, 141

priests, 107—8; health care by, 108, 109
prime minister, 29
prisons, 296—98; Africanization of, 296;

under British rule, 22, 294, 296; condi-
tions in, 297; improvements in, 22; for
juveniles, 298; locations of, 298; num-
ber of, 298; operation of, 297; person-
nel in, 297—98; problems in, 296—97

Prisons Ordinance of 1860, 296, 297
Prisons Service Board, 297
privatization, 52—53, 131, 144, 145; in

agriculture, 161; in industry, 177
Program of Action to Mitigate the Social

Costs of Adjustment (PAMSCAD), 146
Progressive Alliance, xxxviii, 215, 231;

members of, 215, 230
Progress Party (PP), 37—38; in elections

of 1961, 38; platform of, 39—40; sup-
port for, 38

Protestantism (see also under indivzdual
denominations): percentage of follow-
ers in population, 102, 103

Provisional National Defence Council
(PNDC) (1982—92), xxxiii, 4, 62, 105,
136, 193, 194—200, 274—76; attempts to
overthrow, 238; austerity program, 51—
52, 137; constitutional protection of,
219; decentralization plan of, 224;
establishetl, 274; goals of, 50; human
rights abuses under, 214; media
under, 223; members of, 48, 197; and
nonalignment, 236; opposition to, 4,
49, 105, 207, 208; and Pan-Africanism,
236; platform of, 50; political scene
under, 196—99; principles of, 193—94,
195; privatization under, 148; Rawlings
as leader of, 195; support for, 53; and
urban areas, 214

Provisional National Defence Council
(Establishment) Proclamation (Sup-
plementary and Consequential Provi-
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sions) Law (1983), 299
Pru River, 67, 71
Prussia: trade by, 11
Psychic and Healers Association, 113
Public Order Decree 1972, 232
Public Services Commission, 222
Public Tribunals Law of 1984, 221
public tribunals, xxxiii, 50, 51, 221, 230—

31, 295—96, 299

Qadhafi, Muammar al, 245
Quaison-Sackey, Alex, 36
Quakers, 12, 105
Quarshigah, Courage, 209, 276, 300
Queen's Messengers, 290

radio, 184; broadcast languages of, 82,
184; private, 507

Radio Eye, 507
railroads, 147, 181; construction of, xxxi,

21

Rattray, Robert S., 93, 116
Rawlings,JerryJohn, xxxiii, 125, 131; as

Armed Forces Revolutionary Council
leader, 195, 273; coup by, 48, 136;
coup attempt by, 46, 193, 273; in ECO-
WAS, xxxviii, 237, 239, 243; in elec-
tions of 1992, 212, 214, 216;
international security under, 258;
jailed, 46; opposition to, 4, 49, 53, 201,
261; as president, 227; speeches of,
196, 229, 230; state visits by, xxxix,
244, 245, 249; support for, 204, 205,
214, 216

Rawlings government, first. See Armed
Forces Revolutionary Council

Rawlings government, second. See Provi-
sional National Defence Council

Rawlings government, third. See Fourth
Republic

RDCs. See Regional Defence Committees
Reconciliation Committee, 220
refugees, 75, 199, 259
regional assemblies, 32
Regional Consultative Council, 227
Regional Coordinating Council, 225,

227
Regional Defence Committees (RDCs),

50
regional tribunals, 230—31

374

regions. See geographic regions
Registered Nurses Association, 99
religion (see also under individual sects),

102—9; distribution of, 81, 86, 104; tra-
ditional, 102, 103, 107—8

Religious Bodies (Registration) Law
(1989), 108—9

religious organizations, 300
religious tolerance, 103
revolution of 1979, 193, 201
revolution of 1981, 193, 195, 224
Reynolds Aluminum, 176
rice, 68
roads, 147, 181; construction of, xxxi,

xxxii, 34; maintenance of, 181
Rodney, Walter, 13, 134
Roman Catholic Church. See Catholi-

cism, Roman
Romania: relations with, 249
Royal Air Force (Britain), 281
Royal Canadian Air Force, 281
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst,

279, 283
Royal Navy (Britain), 278, 283
Royal West African Frontier Force

(RWAFF), 257, 266, 267
rubber, 162
rural areas: banks in, 77, 152; develop-

ment in, 42; electricity in, 62, 77, 117;
families in, 77; health care in, 114;
infrastructure of, 146; political partici-
pation in, 200; population in, 77;
urban influence on, 95; women in,
100

Rural Manifesto (1984), 77, 117
rural-urban disparities, 75—77
Russia (see also Soviet Union): relations

with, 251, 288
RWAFF. See Royal West African Frontier

Force
Rwanda: peacekeeping missions in, xxx-

viii, 237, 252, 257, 260

Safwi people, 81
salaries. See income; wages
salt, 64
Saltpond, 64
sanitation, 112, 113, 146
Sankara, Thomas, 240, 241
Sarbah,J.M., 25
Saudi Arabian Fund for Development,



251

savannah, 69; coastal, xxix, 63, 95
schools, xxxii, 74; under British rule, 22;

enrollment in, 90, 101, 117, 120, 121;
improvements in, 22; Islamic, 107; lan-
guage of instruction in, 82; mission,
22, 67, 104, 117; postsecondary, 67;
primary, 120; private, 118; regulation
of, 118; secondary, 118, 120, 121;
socialization by, 98, 117; technical, 120

Second Republic (1969—71) (Busia gov-
ernment), 37—42, 271; austerity pro-
gram of, 40, 43, 137, 271; corruption
in, 202; debts of, 40; deportations by,
39; expectations of, 39; human rights
under, 298; inflation under, 40; mem-
bers of, 38

Securities Discount House, 152
segmentary societies. See society, segmen-

tary
Sekondi-Tarkwa railroad, 21
Sekondi-Takoradi, 224; airport at, 183
Sene River, 71
Serious Fraud Office, 150, 231
Serious Fraud Office Bill (1993), 150,

231

service sector: as percentage of gross
domestic product, 139; taxes on, 149

Seven Roles of Women (Oppong and Abu),
99

Shai people, 88
shipping, 181—83
shortages, 26, 45; of food, 159; of fuel,

167; of housing, 62, 74, 116—17
Sisala people: government structure of,

xxix, 7; Muslim influence on, xxix—
xxx, 7

slavery: abolition of, 12, 94; acceptance
of, 11

slaves: demand for, 9; export of, 9, 12—
13; supply of, 12, 263; treatment of,
11, 12

slave trade, xxx, 133; by Africans, 8—9,
11—12, 133, 263; by British, xxx, 9;
from the Congo region, 8—9; by Danes
xxx, 9; demographic impact of, 12; by
Dutch, xxx, 9; end of, 12, 94, 134;
importance of, 11, 133—34; by Mus-
lims, 11—12; by Portuguese, xxx, 8—9,
169; suppression of, 13, 263; by
Swedes, xxx, 9; volume of, 12, 133

smuggling, 141, 154, 155, 238; of cocoa,

xxxii, 40, 135; of crops, xxxii, 40, 44,
135; of diamonds, 173

social change, 93—95
social development, 21—24
social relations, 90—93
social services, 22, 139
socialism, xxxii, 33
Social Security and National Insurance

Trust, 152, 162, 175
social welfare, 115—17; and extended

families, 115—16; government spend-
ing on, 149

society, segmentary, 3, 7; Muslim influ-
ence on, 7

Society of Friends. See Quakers
Somalia: United Nations operations in,

260
Sonangol oil company, 174
Songhai empire, 106
Soninke kingdom of Ghana, 5; military

achievements of, 5
Sontrokofi people, 81
sorghum, 6
Soussoudis, Michael, 247
south, the: under British rule, 95; ethnic

groups in, xxix, 81; political affilia-
tions in, 38; religion in, 104; social sta-
tus in, 81, 267

South Africa: relations with, 245
Southern Cross Mining Company, 172
South West Africa People's Organisation,

244
Soviet Union (see also Russia): education

in, 249—50; materiel from, 269, 286;
military advisers from, 269, 287; mili-
tary assistance from, 283, 286—88; mili-
tary training in, 287

Special African Service (Technical
Unit), 270

Special Intelligence Unit, 269
Special Military Tribunal, 296
Standard, The, 105, 222
Standard Chartered Bank of Ghana, 152
State Committee for Economic Coopera-

tion, 249
state enterprises, xxxii, 146—48; effi-

ciency of, 148; job cuts in, 157; num-
ber of, 148; origins of, 146—47;
privatized, 131, 147—48; subsidized,
147

State Enterprises Commission, 148
State Gold Mining Corporation, 169, 172
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State-Owned Enterprise Reform Pro-
gram, 148

stock exchange, 153
strikes: of 1961, 35; of 1978, 272; of 1992,

158
structural adjustment program, xxxiii—

xxxiv, xxxvi, 131, 136; effects of,
xxxiii—xxxiv, 131—32, 214

student associations, 98, 200
student demonstrations, 44, 123, 232
students: fees for, xxxiii, 39, 118, 122,

123—24, 155; opposition of, to Provi-
sional National Defence Council, 53,
203

subsidies: for agriculture, 160; for educa-
tion, 122; for food, 43; for imports, 43;
for state enterprises, 147—48

suffrage. See voting
sugar, 162
Sunday Mirror 222
Sunyani, 224
Superior Court ofJudicature, 217
Supreme Court of Ghana, 217, 220, 295;

decisions of, 231—32
Supreme Military Council (1972—79),

xxxii, 272; established, 43, 44; infla-
tion under, 45; members of, 43; oppo-
Sition to, 44, 45; overthrown, 46;
platform of, 43

Sweden: materiel from, 277; slave trade
by, xxx, 9, 12; trade by, xxx, 9, 11

Switzerland: materiel from, 277

Tafi people, 81
Takoradi: harbor at, xxxi, 22, 63, 182;

rainfall in, 73; thermal power plant at,
251

Talensi people, 87; criminal justice sys-
tem of, 293—94; government structure
of, xxix, 7; Muslim influence on, xxix—
xxx, 7

Tamale, 77, 224; airport at, 183, 278;
rainfall in, 73

Tano River, 67, 68, 70; navigation on, 70,
71, 182—83

Tanzania: intelligence officers in, 288;
state visit to, 244

Tarkwa goldfield, 67
taxes, 141, 157; under British rule, 117;

collection of, 149—50; demonstrations
against, 208, xxxvii—xxxviii; under
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Economic Recovery Program, 144,
145; on economic sectors, 149; evasion
of, 149—50; on fuel, 150; on imports,
149; on individuals, 149; and invest-
ment, 186; as a percentage of gross
domestic product, 136; sales, xxxviii;
revenue from, 132, 136; value-added,
xxxvii, xxxviii

Taylor, Charles, 242
teachers: Nkrumah's appeal for, 28;

number of, 120; training of, 22, 120;
women as, 101—2

Teberebie mine, 172
Technical Unit (Special African Ser-

vice), 270
telecommunications, 180, 183—84; under

British rule, 21, 147; deterioration of,
180; improvements in, 61, 183

telephones, 183; rehabilitation of, 250;
service, 183—84

television, 184; broadcast languages of,
82; rehabilitation of, 250

Tema-Akosombo oil pipeline, 174—75
Tema harbor, 63, 181, 182
Tema Lube Oil Company, 175
Teshi Military Academy, 286
Tettegah, John: opposition of, to Nkru-

mah, 35
Third Republic (1979—81), 47—48, 202;

established, 47; overthrown, 48
31st December 1981 Revolution. See rev-

olution of 1981
31st December Women's Movement, 56,

199, 216
timber (see also forests; forestry): export

of, xxix, xxxiii, xxxvii, 21, 51, 132, 138,
141, 165, 166; production, xxix, xxxiii,
134, 158, 159; trade in, 13

Timber Export Development Board, 165
tobacco, 162
Togo: border with, 62; dissidents from,

258; dissidents in, 238, 258; electricity
exported to, 178, 238; Ewe people in,
85; Ghanaians expelled from, 239,
259; health care professionals in, 113;
refugees from, 75, 239, 259; relations
with, xxxviii, 237—40, 258—59; smug-
gling into, 44

Togoland: division of, 238; plebiscite for
union, 30, 238

Togoland Liberation Movement, 238
Tori people, 85



tourism, 179—80, 250; investment in, 186
Town and Village Development Commit-

tees, 56
town councils, 227
trade (see also balance of trade; exports;

imports), 140—44; black market as per-
centage of, 141; deficit, xxxii, xxxvii,
137; diversification of, 138—39; under
Economic Recovery Program, 140—
41; European merchants in, xxx, 3, 8;
by Ewe, 86; gold, xxx, 5, 9, 133; ivory,
9; Muslims in, 6—7; in slaves, xxx, 8—9,
11—12, 13,94, 133—34, 169,263; spices,
9

Trade Union Congress (TUC), xxxvii,
48, 98, 158, 203; functions of, 98;
membership of, 204; opposition of, to
Nkrumah, 35; opposition of, to Rawl-
ings, 49; protests by, 40—41; relations
of, with government, 204; support of,
for Rawlings, 204

trade unions, 157, 200; civil service, 222;
under Fourth Republic, 204

traditional councils, 224, 230
Traditional Healers' Association, 110
Training School, 286
transportation, 180—83; under British

rule, xxix, 21, 22, 147; cost of, 181;
deterioration of, 180; economic prob-
lems of, 44; infrastructure, 165, 180;
public, 147; railroads, 21, 147; repair
of, 180; roads, 147; vehicles, 180;
water, 182—83

Treaty of Fomena, 265—66
tribunals (see also courts), xxxiii, 50, 51,

220, 221, 230, 295—96; military, 296;
national public, xxxiv, 51, 221, 295,
296, 299; public, 230—31, 299;
regional, 230—3 1

Tsikata, Kojo, 50, 201, 274
TUC. See Trade Union Congress
Tutu, Osei, 7—8, 262
Twifu kingdom: gold in, 6
Twi language, 7

Uganda: state visit to, 244
UGCC. See United Gold Coast Conven-

tion
unemployment, 53, 157; attempts to alle-

viate, 39; under British rule, 26, 27;
under Fourth Republic, xxxiii, xxxvi—

xxxvii, 52
UNESCO. See United Nations Educa-

tional, Scientific, and Cultural Organi-
zation

Union of African States, 243
unit committees, 227
United Gold Coast Convention (UGCC),

xxxi, 26—27, 33, 268; founded, xxxi,
26; Nkrumah in, xxxi, 27; platform of,
26—27

United Nations: Children's Fund, assis-
tance from, 111; Conference on Trade
and Development, 252; Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), 101; membership in, 251;
peacekeeping missions, xxxviii, xxxix,
237, 252, 257, 260, 293, 302; Security
Council, 252

United Party (UP), 33
United States: aid from, 78, 176, 187,

235, 247; covert activities of, 247;
imports of slaves by, 12—13; influences
of, 217; military exercises with, 281;
military training by, 289; Rawlings's
visit to, xxxix; relations with, 246—48,
276; trade with, 143; treaties with,
246—47; in World War II, 268

United States of Africa, 34, 243
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

and Fundamental Freedoms, 205
universities: closed, 44; enrollment in,

121; fees for, 39, 123—24, 155; govern-
ment funding for, 42; proposed new,
123; women in, 101

University College of the Gold Coast,
xxxi, 22, 123

University of Cape Coast, 124
University of Development Studies, 123,

250
University of Ghana, 123; adult educa-

tion in, 125; demographic unit of, 78
University of Science and Technology,

123
UP. See United Party
Upper East Region, 224; electricity in,

178; population density in, 75
Upper Volta. See Burkina Faso
Upper West Region, 224; administrative

districts in, 227; urbanization in, 76
urban areas: children in, 98; definition

of, 75; ethnic groups in, 81; families
in, 77, 98; housing shortages in, 62,
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74, 116—17; influence of, on rural
areas, 95; infrastructure of, 146; lin-
eage in, 98; population in, 75—76, 96;
Provisional National Defence Council
and, 214; women in, 102

urban councils, 227
urbanization, 42, 61, 76, 94, 95
urban migration, 81, 95, 96
urban society, 96—99

Valco. See Volta Aluminum Company
Verandah Boys, 27
veterans, 24, 26
Volta Aluminum Company (Valco),

xxxii, 175
Volta Basin, 6, 63, 69, 75
Volta Delta, 63, 64; agriculture in, 64
Voltaic languages, 87
Volta Region, xxx, 224; agriculture in,

160; political affiliations in, 38; reli-
gious groups in, 104

Volta River, 61, 67, 68, 70; navigation on,
71, 182—83

Volta River Authority, 178
Volta River Project, 176
Volunteer Corps, 267
voters: number of, 211, 215; register of,

xxxiv, xxxv, 211, 216, 228, 234—35
voting: under constitution of 1992, 219;

rights, 219

Wa, 224
wages (see also income), 137, 155, 157—

58; minimum, xxxvii, 136, 139, 158
Wala people, 87
Ware I, Opoku, 8
water: under British rule, 22, 147;

improvements in, 22; safe, 112;
sources of, 72; supply, 146

WDCs. SeeWorkers' Defence Committees
W.E.B. DuBois Memorial Center for Pan-

African Culture, 244
Weekly Spectator 222—23

West African Frontier Force, 266
West African Students' Union, 27
Western Region, 224; agriculture in, 160;

infrastructure in, 166; mining in, 172
Western Sahara: peacekeeping missions

in, xxxviii, 257
White Volta River, 71
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WHO. See World Health Organization
Wilks, Ivor, 8

Winneba, 64; water for, 72
Wolseley, Sir Garnet, 15, 265
women: AIDS in, 115; Akan, 100; in

armed forces, 279; and child-bearing,
78, 99, 101; education of, 61—62, 101,
118, 121, 126; Ewe, 86; family educa-
tion for, 78—79; influence of, 102;
inheritance by, 100, 101; literacy of,
125; marriage of, 99; and moderniza-
tion, 101; Nkrumah's appeal for, 28;
nutritional programs for, 62, 78; occu-
pations of, 100, 10 1—2, 297; in politics,
215—16, 235; position of, 99—102; pris-
ons for, 298; rights of, 219; roles of, 99;
rural, 100; urban, 102

women's associations, 62, 200
workers: Nkrumah's appeal for, 27—28;

number of, 156; opposition of, to Pro-
visional National Defence Council,
203; protests by, 34—35; under Third
Republic, 48

Workers' Compensation Act (1986), 116
Workers' Defence Committees (WDCs),

xxxiii, 50, 199; opposition to, 50, 203
work force, 155—58; under austerity pro-

gram, 40; Nkrumah's goals for, 34
World Bank, 137; aid from, 52, 131, 146,

176, 187; loan from, 136, 145, 165—66,
170, 181; structural adjustment pro-
gram, xxxiii, 131, 236, 276, 301—2

World Council of Churches, 105, 205
World Health Organization (WHO):

assistance from, 111, 112, 114, 115
"World Leaders' Declaration on Popula-

tion" c1967), 78
World War I, 22—24, 266—67

World War II, 22, 24, 267—68

Yaa Asantewaa, 266
Yankey, Ambrose, 269
Yatenga kingdom, 6
Yeltsin, Boris, 251
Young Pioneer Movement, 34, 261, 287
youth: Nkrumah's appeal for, 27—28

Zimbabwe: state visit to, 244, 245
zonal councils, 225
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